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by William Z. Foster

Ovz o THE MosT striking features
xcompanying the world excitement
over the launching of the Soviet Sput-
sk in October 1957—the first Ameri-
an satellite was launched in February
158—were the admissions by the
spokesmen of the United States and
other imperialist countries, of lagging
behind the USSR in various lines of
besic activity. Never before had any-
thing like this taken place. One thing
dout this orgy of “self-criticism,”
bowever, was the fact that although
American spokesmen confessed thein-
adequacy of United States work in
various fields, they were careful not
 impugn the capitalist system itself
a being inferior to Socialism.

Here is exposed one of the most
marked attitudes of the capitalist sys-
em towards the Socialist system over
the years—the refusal of the United
States and all imperialist countries to
recognize in any way the superiority
of the Socialist system, even when
this is of the most outstanding and un-
mistakeable character. The imperialist
spokesmen have expended great efforts
through the years to explain away the
remarkable achievements of Socialism
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by all kinds of excuses and shallow
arguments. The reason for this is, of
course, that it is psychologically im-
possible for the capitalist class to recog-
nize the superiority of Socialism, for
to do so would be to admit the bank-
ruptcy of capitalism. Hence, since the
foundation of Socialism by the Russian
Revolution in 1917, up to the present
time, one of the fundamental prin-
ciples of the imperialists has been to
never admit any kind of basic superior-
ity of Socalism in practice, although
now they are finding it increasingly
difficult to obscure from their own
followers the tremendous advances of
the Socialist countries.

Of course, increasing millions of
people have been able to perceive the
revolutionary core and unique charac-
ter of Russian history; they are begin-
ning to realize Socialism’s superiority
to an extent never possible before.
This is an event of major historical
importance. This ideological re-evalu-
ation of capitalism and Socalism is one
of the most basic characteristics of the
present period.
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