THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION

Mexico City, April 20 (By mail). — Is the
Sonora revolution a Proletarian Revolution or not?
If it is not so far can}it be made one? Are the
Jeaders of the revolt real friends of the worki11g
class who for reason of prudence, supposed or actual,

have avoided telling their whole aims to the public?

These questions are being debated with much
L‘ltensiﬂity by the labor organizations of Mexico and
cpinion ig sharply divided.

It has been my belief all along that the northern
outbreak is financed by American financial interests
to pave the way, either for intervemtion or for
snnexation. The ecircumstances are suspicious. The
revolutionists have made questionable bed-fellows in
their effort§ to overthrow Carranza. If they are not
sctually in the pay of Wall Street, it would seem
they are but onme set of politicians trying to oust
another,~and that they are doing precisely the thing
that will deliver their country into the hands of the
interventionists, - even if that is farthest from ttxeir
intentions. Several American warships have been
disbatched to Mexican ports ostensibly to protect
Ameorican ecitizens and large numbers of American
trops are being massed on the border. No sane person
questions that intervemtion will ecome if the revolu-
tion drags out for a lopg period. .

The Communist Party of Mevxico, the one real‘.‘l’)7
revolutionary body in the republic, has issued a
manifesto warning all workers to keep out of the
squabble and to take no sides. The party feels that
‘ene side is not cssentially superior to the other and
sees no use in jumping from the frying pan into the

fire.

At the same time, the Communist Party’s man-
ifesto explicitly declares that if it becomes convinced
that a different course of action will be more con-
ducive to Communist ends, it would change its tact-
ics accordingly,

To date, we Communists are ‘‘from Missouri’’.
‘We know that there are some in the Sonora move-
‘ment who are excellent Radicals. We know that
there are others in the movement who are just‘ the
usual lot of scaly, smoth-tongned; office-and-money-
seeking politicians. We believe that the aggregation
is getting arms from the United States. We know
_ that Villa and Pelaez, both bandits who have long
been in American pay, are with the Obregonistas.

We want definite assurance backed by facts and
‘proofs, before we endorse, either conditionally or
wholly, any such movement, ‘

Meanwhile, these facts are submitted for what
they are worth to the reader.

Gen. P‘u’rarco Elias Calles, head of mlhtary oper-
»'~.etiege, {ither rebels, “was until a’few months ago,
Seeretary of (ommerce and Industry under Carranza.
. Defenders of Sonora say that Carranza appointed
Calles to kill his popularity; knowing that he would
‘probably make enemies among the workers, if he act-

‘ed in such capacity. They claim that Carranza did
everything possible to put Calles ‘‘in wrong’’ with
ihe unions and that altho nominally an official, he
really had almost no aunthority. He -was not even
allowed to name his own inspectors, it is said. In the
big Orizaba strike he favored the strikers and sue-
ceeded in keeping Carranza from sending troops to
break the strike. Finally, unable to accomplish any-
thing for labor, he resigned rather than be mis-
judged by the workers. He is, I am told, a member
of the Yucatan Socialist Party. An admirer of Calles
said yesterday that ‘‘what Calles does mot know
about the inturnational Socialist movement is not
worth knowirg,”’ and described the large radical
hbrary that Calles has 4

N

" Governor Adolfo de la Huerta of Somnora, who
as just been named ‘‘provisional President of Mex-
ico’’ by the secessionists, is also reputed to be a
member of the Yucatan Socialist Party and a real
Radieal. It is claimed that when the Bisbee miners
were deported into the Arizona desert, de la Huerta
provided refuge and protection for many of thém
who crossed the Mexico line. He also Torced the
Phelps-Dodge Corporation to pay decent‘ywages and
"provide proper working surroundings for its employ-
es in Sonora, and gave it such a scare that it went
rimeh  farther than required and even built rest
rooms, swimming pools, ete, for the workers!

« Obregon, when Secretary of War under Carranza,
initiated some radical measure's, and at the time
gained the reputation of a full-fledged Socialist. He
commandeered coaches and horses in the street whem
reeded .during the revolution, imposed heavy taxes
en merchants, provided a double tax when the regular
payments were not met promptly, and punished
some of the recaleitrant capitalists by imprisoning
them in the penitentiary, A few were put to work
st convict labor, cleaning streets in Mexico City.
In his recent campaign, Obregon has made a prin-
cipal appeal on his plank of restoration of land to
the peons in small traets, giving each family what

it can properly cultivate and no more. Carranza

promiged land restoration to the masses but the *

promise has never been earried out except in ’isdlated
instances. Most of the cases of confisgation Have
simply resulted in transfer of the land from scions
of the Diaz regime to generals and politicians in the
favor of the administration.

On the other hand, it is believed by many that
#)bregon has lost most of his earl y Radicalism. His trans-
uctions with the Allies during the ‘war, when he sold
thousands of dollars’ worth of ¢‘garbanzas’’ to
Foover, have dulled the edge of much of the en-
thusiasm that Radicals formerly entertained for him.

A f{riend of Al‘varado and supporter of Obregon,
trying to convinece me that the workers of Mexico
would fare much better if Obregon ruled the country
than if Carranza’s man, Bonillas came into power,
rcminded me of Carranza’s action in breaking the

general strikes in Mexico City and Tampico a year '

ago and of his appointment to the governorship of
of the
sponsible for the outrages against the Socialist Party

Quintana Roo,

of Yueatan. I answered that despicable as were these
acts, we had no assurance that Ob;'egon would do
differently. Even if Obregon’s impulses were friénd-
ly to the (wurke.rs, he would not be free to obey
them if he owed his elevation to power to the aid
of American business igterests. )

The rejoinder was that Obregon will be as
radieal as possible when he gains power but that he
will not spoil things by attempting too much at
once and that he has permitted special stress to be
px.t on his allegeg friendship for the United States
s0o that he would be left unmolested in waging his
revolution. My reply was that it was not necessary

for him to say things he did not mean, for American.

Lig Business hates Carranza so much that it would
certainly do notking 1(‘ hinder any uprising against
Lim. The mere public declaration by Obregon that he
was trying to overthrow Carranza would have been
enuf 1mmumty from trouble with
Yankee menied interests.

©0 guarantee

There are many American Radicals, to say
rothing of Mexican Radicals at home, ‘\‘W};o woéuld
join Obregon’s ranks if it were not for these -p05itive
assurances. by Calles and de la Huerla that pro-
perty owners will not be troubled. My friend answerced
that it was true that the Sonoras had compromised
with American interests in order to have Uncle Sam
keep hands off and that, as a result, it would be
impossible to socialize American property, altho other
property would be socialized in Short order. I could
see little to be gained in' that way. If American
property is not socialized, what under the sun is
there to socialize, anyway?

Presumably an authoritative statement of  the

mms of the Sonora insurgents is the ‘‘Plan of Agua

'Pneta’ ’. a manifesto issued in the eity of that name
April 23. The last article of the plan explicitly says:
‘‘The supreme commander will afford all legal
rrotection and enfbrcement of their legal. rights to
all citizens and foreigners and ESPECTALLY FAVOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALL
PUSINESS AND COMMERCE IN GENER&L 22
Nothing very Bolshevistic about that, is there?
If 3 Wall Street attorney had drafted the clause,

g gy. T "i"\i

Nor is this all. We bave ‘the words of Governor '

de la  Huerta of Sonora. The New York World
fuegraphed him for a statement as to ihe reasons
for secession and the pclicies that the rebel govern-
wment would prusue. In a telegram dated Hermosillo,
April 13, de in Huerta closed by sying:

Under this principle, the entire public admini-
stration as well as ordinary commercial life, will be
contmued as before. ‘The order of thmgs reniains
unchanged and the entire state and government under
my charge is firm in its purpcse of continuing to accord,
both. to Mexicans and foreigners, all the guarantees
conceded to them by the law of the land’’.

So impressed was the headline writer of the

World with this declaration that he inserted in tha

head of the article, ‘‘Order
Business Life is Normal.’’

Being Maintained;
But let us now turn to the editorial pages of

the San Ansonio Light, an American paper that

has mever been guilty of anything but fierce host1hty

teward all forms of Radicalism and one near enuf

te the horder to know where of it speaks. An editorial

s few days age, captioned, ““Why Obregon is Op-

“ posed’’, begins by quoting an unnaméd person as
saying that ¢‘Obregon is hestile to the anti-American

policy of Carranza.': Tlese extracts are also swmf-
icant:

‘It was only w‘henn Obregon announced his in.

ternational policy of friendship with the United

States tﬁat the clouds began to gather.. It is not so
much because Obregon warts Mexico to attain such
Eresperity, as because ke wants to 'accomplish that
cud thru the most natural and logical means—friend-

army officer who was re-

I\TDUSTRIJ:‘S ;

ouldi not h ve’ used - much dlfferent, .

\d
s

"gone before the people on such a platform..

ship and cooperation with- the 'United States — that
makes his election to the presidency so' undesirable
to Carranza. Obregon’s platform is wunique in the
Its chief plank is o
pledge of friendship with the United States. No other
candidates for the presidency of Mexico has ever
When
Amerieans realize that Carranza’s objection to Ob- |

nistory of Mexican politics.

regon is primarily a result of a conflict betwecn
their respective policies with respeet to the United
States — the one a policy of bigeted hostility, and
the others a policy "of liberal interchange of needs— -
the action of Sonora will not be looked upon as ‘just

another Mexican revolution.’ 7?

Now, when the capitalist press of the United
States commerds a forecign politician as manifesting
“friendship\for the United States”, we may always
understund that friendship to really he friendship
for Wall Street. o

The news that the bandit chief, Manuel PelaE/,

" who has so long lotded it over the Tampico anl

Tuxpam oil district, has joined in supporting Obregon
with his ‘bandid-soldiers, is also not without meaning.
Pelaes, it is generally known, has been financed by
the petroleum kings for some time. Let us take the
words Lf a reasonable and reliable w1tness, L. J.
de Bekker, the correspondent for the New York
Tiibune, whose .articles were so fair that his paper
would not aceept then and he sold them to the Nation,
02 page 27 of “Tl‘e Plot Against Mexico?’, de
Bekker says: )
‘I said to the cil men: ‘Why don’t you shut off
this blackmail and make your peace with Mr. Car-
ranza? No doubt your stockholders could use to ‘ad-
the $200.000 a month you ‘are giving
and he doesn’t seem to be delivering the
goods.” ‘We can’t,” was the invariable reply.
‘He would blew up our wells if we did. Besides.

vantage
Pe]a.ez,

the state department nt Washington knows each ani

were Jubllant at tlns exhlbltlon of ¢ Bolshewst tend-

¢very payment we make to Pelaez and approves it.” 77 |

Two years previous, Carl W. Ackerman wrote:
““Pelaez and his army—estimated at 3.000 to 27.000
men depending on the authority quoted—get $40.000
a month protection money from the oil dompanies.’’
It appears that the.oil companies in two years in-
creased their retainers to Pelaez from $40.000 a
month to $200.000 a -month!

‘With this evidence of the relations of Pelaez with
the petroleum kings, can we have much doubt as to
the kind of man he ‘would probably support in Mex-
.ean politics® v

In this connection it is interesting to observe
that the Sonora government has returned the South-
orn’Pacific Rnilroad to its, owners, after having\ta‘m

encxes.” As a matter of faet, the Carranza govern-

iment was going to seize the railroad and force the

g

sctlement of a strike, “and the Sonorans seized it
to get ahead of the Carrancistas. As soon as control
of the state seemed certain and the strike was set-
tled, the rebel officials turned the road back to the
eompany

Regarding Obregon “personally, I may say this:
As correspondent for various newspapers, as well as

‘for my own satisfaction’ I procured an interview

with him i the latter part of January while he was

#pending some time in Mexico City. I submitted in

. ization of

writing five question and he agrced to send me by
mail the avswers. The first question was as to
his opinion on prohib it iomn; the second rel-
ated to the restoration of land to the peons; the
third, if Mexico ouglit to recognize Soviet "Russia;
the fourth and the
f1fth read ““Arz you disposed to favor the social-
the mines” and industries of Mexico3’’
‘later, I received typewritten and signed
three questions, but no amswers to the
tlird and fifth queries, the one about the recognition
of Russia and the ome about socxahzatmn of mines
and ‘industries!

taviff reduction or free trade;

Some days
answers to

I do not mean to say that I have had any

niore satisfactory experience with Bornillas and Gen.

Pablo Gonzales, the other candidates. I have never
tTeen able to get them to committ themselves on these
questions, either. '

A word about Alvarado who, in an interview in
ihe Hearst papers in Nevaork, just declared that

RUMINATIONS OF A REBEL.

(Continued from page 3) tion of

| ““red herring’’ is the favorite, for it
has never failed to draw the atten-
the workers away from their

those gentlemen for His share of the
spoils. Of course the workers are not
expected to respond to any marked ex-

not entitled to live in opulence at the
expense of the proletariat. Prepare
yourself, old boy. The proletariat are
getting ready to ‘‘remig.’’

“n ® @

Speaking of men of ability, wise
men like George are wont to inquire,
in a supercilious way, what Socialists
would do with men of ¢‘ability.”’
We’ll handle them, all right, We’ll put
them to work and prove their ability
by the quality of its product. However,
there are some men of ability we might
not be able to use, such ag able bood-
lers, able burglars, able bandits, able
bankers, able barons of business and
able shooters of the ¢‘bull,’’ like
George Horace, f’rimstances It is just
possible that, the interests of society
would be best conserved by turning the
ability possessed by the above enumer-

ated gentlemen into other lines of aet-|

ivity. They might in time become able
to make their own living, speak the
the truth, drop their hypoersy, and thus
contribute to the general welfare of
the new order of society. O, yes. We’ll
take care of ’em )
L R

Among all the methods employed by

the bourgeoisie to” quell a threatened

misery. Whenver signs of general dis-
content prevail, the master class send
out an 8. 0. 8., and 1mmed1ately the
fish is requlsltloned and started on its
mission. The Interchurch Movement is
the particular ‘‘red herrmg” now be-
ing used as a soporific, and Tt remains
to be seen whether the workers will
yield to its influenee. They are asked
to ‘“Give God His Share.’’ Since God
has, permitted the bourgeoisie to ab-
sorh all the surplus wealth, the wise

worker will simply let Him look to.

[—

THE RED RUBY
Address to the Jury by Ben
“Gitlow. Also Darrow, ‘the Judge
and a final article by Antonio
Giovanitti. 10¢ a copy.
Address The Toiler

Comrade W. of Birmingham Ala, is
on the jocb getting subs. for The Toi-
ler. No reason why The Toiler should

not make many fast friends below

Mason and Dixon’s line.

If every C. L. P. member was hke
one comrade who pays a full year’s
dues in advance, no one would be

awakening of the working class the Lehind.

.

.

tent financially. The master class will
cough up the ‘‘dough,’’ and be satis-
fied with its investment if the workers

will continue to absorb the sophistical

dope of kingdom come beyond this
vale of tears.

This will lull them to sleep just as '

effectively as through they had a lower
berth in Abraham’s bosom Great game,
this religious stuff. Be contented with

your lot and great shall be your re-'

ward in the sweet afterwhile.
* *

There are over one hundered malkes of
automobiles on the madtket, differing

so slightly that only an expert can

tell them apart. Millions of dollars are
being spent and thousands of glib
tongued salesmen employed in pre-
senting the merits of the various
machines, This enormous waste of time
and— labor could easily be’ avoided
through the incorporation. of the
best® fetaures of all machines in
one product. This standardizing would
reduce the labor cost of production to
a minimum and give . greater effi-
ciency. Will it be done? Not as long as
the profit system prevails. Waste is. a

basic feature of capitalism and com-.

petxtmn its cardinal vmtue The remedy
is Socialism.

By Linn A. E. Gale

‘ike rebel movement would control Mexico City wita-

in three montks. I first met Alvarado a year or
more ago when he was making plans to begin his
daily, ‘‘El Heraldo de Mexico”" in Mexico City. He
lad just returned from Yucatan where, after comp-
leting Dbis term of cffice as governor, ‘he- ti}rne;l
Ho was
reputed to have done much for Socialism in Yucatan.
At that time I know less about 'Yueatan than I

over the reing to a self-picked sucecessor.

ism’’ that Alv 'zrado introduced on the penninsula,

~petted him several million dollars, and was merely a

kind of reformist politics, manipulated mainly in

his own interest.

During my first conversation with Alvarado, T

expressed gratificalron that he was about to Start a

Socialist daily, for it was thus that I then understood
tis plan. He explained that it would not' be a socialist
daily for he helieved it was necessary to go very
““We must be

knowing smile and in excellent English,

slowly. he said with a

and then he

‘smart’,’’

_ know now. I laier learned that the brand of ¢“Soecial-,

txplained to me that in his judgment Socialism would -

not come in Mexico for a long-time. He expected to
see serious labor troubles in the United States in the

. uear future and he believed that many American

tnvestors could, therefore be induced «to ccme o

. Mexico and go in business, Mexico would thus be de-

veloped by foreign capital while the United States
wag writhing in the throes of industrial disorder. Then,
had been
developed, perhaps Socialism would come.

years -later, when Mexico sufficiently

But the

country must go thru a penod of capltahst develop-:

metn first. There must, in other words, be economie
exploitation first and economic emancipation later,
and Alvarado was in favor of exploitation now!

He added that he was going to have an English

page 1n his paper—no Mexico City paper had one
at that time—and that he hoped to gain a circulation
among the American -capitalists and business men
in Mexico,

‘When the paper began publication, its policw

was - preciscly what Alvarado. had predicted. When I

was arrested, fined and imprisoned for publishing a
Spanish translation of Margaret Sanger’s boo\l;_";on
birth control ‘methods, T went to Alwarado and tried

to induce him to champion the cause of birth eontroli
-‘We\

cditorially. He answered evansxvely saying,
nust be edreful”, and that birth control was not
popular in Mexico yet. ‘1 told him it would be po-
}ular if the people understood it and called his at-
tention to the swarms of hunqry, half«naked shildren

ihat may be seen on almost ever\y street of the city,

. &sxing if ae did not'think that a few children, -
kmperly fcd and clothed would be better than

Tut I could get no
the paper did for the cause was to pubhsh B lett\er
¢f a subscriber endorsing birth control On the other
hand it published a vieious article attackmv me. in
cennection with the birth” control book,
peanng on its Englsh page and being written hy

onc Charles F. Phillips, then editor of that page.

Fer this, however, Phiilips was alone responsible, and '

iater he retracted bis attack. Shortly after  my
sentence was, revoked by order of Secretary of State
jerlanga. s

Still later, when the Socialist local of Mexico
City adopted my resolution demouncing intervention
anfl I sent it te an employe of ‘‘El Heraldo'’, who
published it, Alvarado gave the employe a call-down
and told him to keep qut of print all referemece to
Socialist organizations of a“ny kind in Mexieo,

Possibly the policies of the organs of the two

candidates, Obregon and Bonmillas, ought to be men- X

tioned in this connection, ‘Tl Monitor Republicano’’,
the Obregon daxly, has given extensive space to art-

icles about labor umon‘s dominated . by Luis N. Mo--

rones, local ypresentative of Samuel Gompers,  has
shown the utmost friendliness for (Gtompers and tho
A. F. of L., and has studiously avoided an); mention’
of the Bolsheviki government of Russia execept in
¢¢El Civilista’’, one of  the three Bo-
niilas organs, has a labor page and some time ago
offered to f)ublish any articles submitted by the
Communist Party or the Mexican I. W. W. The offor
was accepted with the distinet understanding that,

rare cases.

wince the Mexican Communists and the Mexican T.
W. W. repudiate  parliamentary action, they'wo‘uld
uot be obligated in any way. to support Bonillas.
Gince them, articles on Communism, the dictatorship
ete., and

of the prolstariat, have been published,

’no -article, no matter how revolutionary, has been

refused. This does pot mean that ‘‘El Civilista’® s
a Bolshevist sheet aor that Bomillas is a Communist.

‘"I have seen and still see no real Radicalism in’'

cither camp. That there are some Radieals supporting
Obregon and some others supporting Bonillas, is true.
A larger number is supporting Obregon than Bonillas.

But as yet. T see in the activities of both sidcs
merely the maneuvers of cunning politicians who are
shrewd enuf not to antagonize the growing Radieal
sentiment of Mexico and instead, seek to lure .it
with revolmlonarv cateh-words and saccharine deceits,
into voting for this candidate or that.

The Sonota revolution ,is not today a Social Re-
volution. In it po‘1t1c1'ms, professmnal genera]s bourg-
‘coisie and some Radicals are standing side by side.

If the Mexican masses knew their own power,
they could make it a Social Revolution, swecp into

same ap- .

thiey discard all' the sophists and soft-soapers on bpth'v

sides, and erect a Proletarian State under which
exploitation and graft would cease.
"Théy can do it? But will they$




