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may be imagined. Puttinlf the mean length or 
the rivers at 400 miles, th1s means a mean !all 
of thirty-seven and a half feet per mile. If irri­
Jation is desired in dry season it is evident that 
ll is easily !casible anywhere in the country. 
These rivers hnc resulted from the erosion of 

. mountains and tablc-J;mds, a process which has 
deposited the loose soil over at least a third of the 
countrv in a rich alluvium, so that Colombia has 
not less than ninety million acres of land tillable 
by machine plows, besides the slopes adopted 
for forests, tree crops, small farming and 
gr;uing. 

The topography or the country is an extra· 
ordinary combination of mountains, valleys and 
plains in one: compact area. Over 15,000 square 
miles. a region twice the: area of Great Britain 
has an elevation of more than 7,000 feet, an 
elevation sufficient, even under the: equator to 
produce: a delitthtfully equable climate, while 
the way in wh•ch the mountains are disposed 
makes no point on the low tropical coast more 
than 130 miles distant from somewhere on this 
highland. This means sooner or latc:rr that a 
complete change of climate will be attainable in 
lh·c: hours by automobile or that one could go 
b~· an express train to the higher altitude every 
mght and return next morning, if desired. This 
topographical character means both a great vari­
ety and that of the rich alluvium already men· 
tionc:d. Because a great variety of the soil is 
of volcanic origin, it is rich in ash and at the 
same: time it has become charged with an 
abundance of humus containing organic elements, 
the: result of the heavy vegetation due: to great 
rainfall and tropical chmatc:. That such a coun­
try must have mineral wealth of enormous ex­
tent iollows from its mere geography and jre· 
ology. Much of this is already known. Pa)·mg 
deposits of coal, iron, copper, silver, gold, plat· 
inum, emeralds and of nunc:ral oils have already 
been opened up. But only the smallest frac­
tion of the potentialities of the country in these 
resources has been brought to light. Colombia is 
the first in the emerald production and tho 
second in platinum, the only metal worth more 
than gold. The geology of the regions embraced 
within the: boundaries of the: country is such 
01s to make reasonably sure a variety of mineral 
pruducts such as is not met with m any other 
similar area. The Caribbean coastal plain was 
1,robahly once submergrd, the vast erosion from 
the two spires of the Andes must have covered 
the :\ncient Beaches with their dense vegetation 

19 

and hence have: left coal deposited there:. The 
mountains on the: eastern side arc: much more 
eroded than the other, exposing the deeper gran­
ite and schistose rocks a.1d hence bringing the 
~told which usually runs with them ncar the sur· 
face, while the vast volcanic ac:tivitr of the west 
coast mountains resulted in bringmg up those 
deepest layers of all, consistin~ of the lightest of 
metals-platinum, to where it 1s available. Vol­
canic influence in so many places also contributed 
to the crystallization of rocks, producing gem 
stones and other valuable igneous rock products. 
The erosion from the high mountain systems of 
the alluminum bearing rocks and clays makes 
the ores of that metal abundant. Moreover there 
is a solid area of 60,000 square miles there not 
even yet prospected O\'er. 

The forest wealth requires no extended ref­
erence. There are vast areas not only of the 
best rubber trees-the Heva, but all sorts of the 
most durable hardwoods, desirable cedars, acasias, 
mahogany and enormous other species whose 
botanical classification has never been made. The 
eastern part of the country traversed by the 
Amazon-Orinoco tributaries contains one of the 
greatest forests of the world. ·There are oil 
palms, ivory, nut palms, quinine bearing trees, 
(the cinchona) the most valuable orchids in the 
world, billions of Panama hat plants, medicinal 
plants and fibre plants, volumes could be filled 
of the fauna and flora of that country. There 
are natural pastures on the plateaux and along 
the lower coastal plains on which herds of cat­
tle are now kept at almost no expense and 
which are capable of supporting milhons more. 
The fundamental fact about Colombia's metere­
ology, differentiating it from nearly every other 
Pacific coast is that the great mountams are 
so disposed in her territory as to admit both 
Atlantic and Pacific winds with the result that 
there is an abundance of rainfall nearly every­
where as already mentioned, the topography gives 
her, even under the equator an immense area with a 
cool climate in which the fauna and flora of 
this North Temperate region could, flourish. 

Such is the condition of this "El-Dorado,'' 
which not only writing in her Constitution that 
"every man so Jon§ as he remains on Colombian 
soil shall be free,' but had defended with her 
blood and will defend him that seek refuge within 
her gates. This is the land that sooner or later 
must be the seat of a development of the great­
est kind and right now it would do well for 
us to do some thinking. 

Linn Gale Needs Your Help, Comrade! 
Radical Edilor and Champion of While and 
Negro Wor~ers in MililarJI PriJon (or OffenJeJ 

Againsl Capilalism. 

0 BJ ECT of the bitterest venom of the 
interests that have so long sou11ht war 
with Mexico, Linn A. E. Gale, editor and 

publisher of Gale's International 1\lonthl)' of 
Rc\'olutionary Communism, of Mexico ·City, 
lies in a cell of the military prison at Fort Sam 
Houston, San Antonio, Texas, awaiting trial. 

For three years the petroleum magnato:-s and 
the pro-interventionists have cursed and hated 
this daring young editor, but could not lay 
their hands on him. Now they think they ha\'e 
him in tlu:ir clutches. Like beasb of prey, 
they lick their cruel chops in anticipation of 
the sweet re\·tnlle they ha\'e so long cra\'ed. 

\Vhether Gale shall go free or sufT••r the 

By 
GEoRGE D. CoLEMAN. 

severest sentences the law can inflict, depends 
on the workers of the United States-maybe 
also on those of .Mexico. 

Back of the prosecution lurk all the sinister 
forces that ·these many years have tried to 
annex the southern republic and spend the 
blood and bodies of American soldier boys to 
do it. 

The charges that Gale is a draft evader who 
went to Mexico because he would not fight 
for \Vilson's brand of "democracy" tha·t he 
violated the e~1,ionage law; that he receh·ed 
money from Soviet Rus~ia, Germany, the Fiji 
Islands or anywh•·re else. That he did this 
thin!{ or that thing-none of them are the real 
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rusons for the superhuman efforts made to 
"get" this younlf man of Z9 years whose arti· 
des are known 111 almost e\"ery land. Capital­
ism "want11" Gale because he stood in the way 
of another hideous war. 

The reason for the persecution of Gale 
mav be lllllllmed np in one significant word­
internntion. 

Gale stood in the way of the intervention­
ists and Gale must go. The men who fatten 
on human careaue11 and human gore deter­
mined to remo,·e him from their path. They 
have the money and they do not hesitate to 
pay the price. 

Thee is no blacker page in internatiunal 
diplomacy than that containing the 110rdid 
story of how tools of the oil trust bribed \"Unal 
police officials of Mexico City to kidnap Gale 
and his brne comrade-wife, llagdalona, and 
deliver them to American military authorities 
without the orders, consent or e\·en knowledge 
of President Obregon! 

It will be a surprise to many that Obregon 
did not order Gale deported to the United 
States, but it is ne,·ertheless true. Gale was 
first deported to Guatemala by command of 
Obregon, who was angered because of an 
article in the March issue of Gale's Interna­
tional Monthly in which Gale attacked the 
llexican executi,·e for trying to bruk the rail­
road men's strike. Guatemala, afraid to admit 
the Communist editor, returned him to the 
llexican side of the Snchiate River an hour 
after he had been turned over to the Guatt'­
malan immigration authorities. After a week's 
confinement in a bamboo jail on the Guate­
malan border, Gale secured perminion from 
Gen. Juan Torres, chid of military operations 
in the Mexican states of Chiapas, Tabasco and 
Campeche, to return to Mexico City, and im­
mediately did io. Arriving there he and llrs. 
Gale went to see Luis N. Morones, Director of 
the Government Munitions Factories, leader of 
the Mexican Labor Party and of Mexico's One 
Big Union, and personal friend of Gale. 
llorones, with ex-President AdolFo De Ia 
Huerta. now Secretary of the Treasury: Chief 
Ezequiell Salcedo of the Go\"ernment Printing 
Office: Gen. Antonio I. Villareal, Minister of 
Agriculture: Governor Celestino Gasca, of the 
Federal Di•trict, and other radical officials, had 
been mo,•ing heaven and earth to get Obregon 
to reverse hi1 decision and let Gale remain in 
the country, and on Gale's arrival they im­
mediately went to see the President again, 
leaving Gale and wife in the ante-room of the 
office of Governor Gasca until the Governor 
should return. While they were waiting the 
chief of the Mexican City Detective Bureau 
rushed in claiming to have orders from Obre­
son to rearrest them. Gale and wife were 
taken to the police station and kept incom­
municado all day, bting denied permission even 
to telegraph President Obregon. That night 
they were motored to the railroad station and 
sent to Nueve Laredo in care of three M exh:an 
secret men, who subsequently took them to 
the middle of the international bridge and 
turned them over to the officers of Fort M c­
Intosh. Laredo. Texas. 

At the very time when they were~ being taken 
from the office of Go,·ernor Gasca to the Mex­
ico City police station, obeying an order that 
President Obregon had m•,·er issued, Gasca, 
llorones and others of the Left Wing of the 
llexican Government were wrestling with the 
President and wringing frflm him a promise 
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not to upel Gale to the United States. As a 
compromise it was finally •!freed that Gale 
ahould be sent to China. Th11 would satisfy 
Obregon's determination to get him out of 
.Mexico, hut without turnina him over to the 
mercies of the American authoritin. It would 
e\·en afford Gale an opportunity to aet to Rus­
sia comparath·ely easily. 

But, when Obregon, complying with his 
agreement, 1ent for Gale to have him put 
aboard a train for llanzanillo from whence he 
would embark for the Orient. he found to his 
con11ternation and amazement that Gale and 
wife had been taken to the United States on 
unauthorized ordeu from Chief Lazarini of 
the city detecti,•e force. 

It now dnelops that Lazarini was paid a fat 
sum of money for his despicable deed. That 
the monry came from the Jletroleum interests. 
is certain. 

To accompli~h its ,·indicti,·e purpose, Amer­
ican capitahsm did not hesitate to disregard 
the authority of the head of a little nation, to 
corrupt'its police and to literally kidnap a man 
and his wife. 

As always, capitalism was no respecter of 
self-determination of small peoples. They have 
no rights that the international exploiters of 
human sweat and agony are bound to respect. 
\Vhen go,·ernments and laws are of capitalism 
thry are to be respected and obeyed. \Vhen 
not agreeable to the powers that prey, they are 
arrosantly o•·er-ridden. As usual, the capital­
isu are the real Anarchists. 

So Linn A. E. Gale came back to the United 
States and went to prison, while the dauntleu 
girl who has shared these three years or strife. 
struggle and re\'olutionary agitation with him. 
is working night and day with countless other 
comrades to free him. \Vorkers in the United 
States, Mexico and many other countries are 
rallying to his defense, and the fight is on. 

Keen-witted, cold-blooded men, skilled in the 
bu~tiness of silencing those who struasle to 
end economic slavery, are busy plottins enry 
conceivable charge against the young editor. 
Although he was never actually in military 
ser\"ice he is held in a military prison for triar 
by a military tribunal. Samuel M. Castleton, of 
Atlanta, Ga, attorney for Eugene V. Debs and 
one of the ablest radical lawyers in the United 
Statu who is defending Gale, is fishting to 
hue the case transferred to the Federal 
courts. 

Gale is so far accused only of "draft deser­
tion," but if he is kept in military ~urisdiction, 
he will al~o be accused of breakmg various. 
army rules, applicable only to a soldier, such 
as "di~tres,.ect for superior officers," "inciting 
to mutiny," "criticizing the President," etc. If 
transferred tq ci,·il jurisdiction he will be in­
dicted on charges of ,·iolatins the selective 
service act and the espionage act, unless, as is 
pcossible,. C:ongre5sional legislation ends prose­
cutions for the5e offenses. 

Thl're ia nothing that Gale has not chanced, 
and there I• almoAt nothing that he has not 
dcme for the sake of the destruction of capital­
i•m. 

The worker!' 5hould hesitate at no expen~e 
nnr effort to accompli1h his release. 

Help by 'h·iug what you can to the defeuse 
fund and a1din!l the brave comrade-wife who 
is workina w1th conntlrss othrn to rai"e 
erongh money to have Linn Gale Jlronerly de­
fended at the trial. Send to Lorenz Peterson .. 
.101 Rniz street, San Antonio, Texu. 


