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By BEN GITLOW.
HE New York Times of November
3 containag an editorial under the
“Wasteful and Futile
This editorial, dealing with

| the settlement reached in the cloak-

i manufacturers and the union,

makers’ strike between the. inside

claims

| the following:

b |

That the prolonged bitter and costly
struggle should never have been be-

| gun,

|

That compared with the original de-

i mands of the unions, the terms ac-

| cepted by the union spell defeat,
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| unfon regulation which the
have not even attempted to apply to

That the decision of the governor’s
{advisory commission gdve virtually
the demands the workers have now
| won; that they could have won the
demands without incurring an enor-
mous loss in wages and dislocating the
industry,

That the strike-was additionally un-
reasonable because it was directed
against the ultimate best interests of
the workers, because it was aimed at
the so-called inside manufacturers, the
larger shops where the conditions
were better for the workers, where
the average employment is nearly 40
pr cent greater and which manufac-
turers were greatly handicapped by
unions

the smaller shops.
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That the intelligent union leader-
{ ship would have co-operated with
| these inside manufacturers instead of
| handicapping them against the jobber.
{  That the reasons behind the strike
| may have been union politics involv-
i ing a struggle for contrel by the radi-
| cal elements.

That the cloakmakers’ strike on a
| smaller scale is like the British coal
strike, inasmuch as the cloakmakers,
like the British miners, obstinately re-
| fused to admit that the welfare of the
| | workers ig bound up wiy.h the welfare
of their industry,

That to wage war against the most
enlightened employers is wanton reck-
lessness,
| That there are times when it would

|
| seem that labor has outgrown the an-

r |cient slogang about the robber capi-
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| talist, labor leadersg not being afraid to
!admit that wages go hand in hand
| with productivity, when along comes &
{garment* strike or a coal strike to
show that the old fallacies are still
strong enough to be exploited by ig-
norant and selfish leaders.

It ig very important that due consid-

{ eration be given to this editorial. The | A
| The decision of the governor’'s com-

| position of the New York Times is the
| position not only of the capitalsts, but
the position of the right wing leader-
thp The right wing leadership op-
| posed the calling of a strike and were
‘in favor of accepting the decision
| handed down by the governor's ad-
| visory commission. It is to be ex-
| pected that the very arguments used
| by the New York Times will be used
{ by the right wing in order to prove
i that left wing leadership is romantic,
impracticable, interested only in call-
| ing strikes that are costly and futile
| for the workers. They will claim that

asteful and |

!a right wing leadership would have !
lavoided a strike and peaceably brought |
improved conditions to the workers.

The trouble with the contentions of
the New York Times and the right
wing is that it neglects to consider all
the factors in the situation. That it
looks upon the struggle, the Times
thru® capitalist goggles, and the right
wing leaders thru their own goggles
that are dimmed with pessimism and

I lack of faith in.the ability of the work-

ors to fight militantly for better con-
ditions. The cloakmakers' strike has
not been ended by the agreement
reached with the inside manufacturer-
ers. The cloakmakers’ strike is a pro-
longed and bitter struggle. Could it
be avoided without treacherously giv-
ing up the interests of the workers?
The answer, if the facts are examined,
must be emphatically no.

The decision of the governor’'s ad-
visory commission appointed by the
so-called friend of, labor, Governor
Smith of Tammany, Hall, considered
for two years the deplorable condi-
tlons existing in the ladies’ garment
industry in New Yopk. For two long
years in the interests. of the bosses,
it delayed passing upon the urgent de-
mards of the workess. When their
decision was made public the workers
discovered that every demand of the

| workers was denied with the excep-

tion of a slight Increase in wages.' The
report, which condemned in strong
language the bad working conditions
in the industry, the poverty and mis-
ery of the workers, then proceeded to
grant the main demand raised by the
employers, the right to discharge their
workers at will. The ingide manufac-
turers though they accepted the gov-
{ernor’s commission decision as a basis
for the settlement of the strike, did
not indicate that they were in a mood
for settlement. From the very begin-
ning they maintained a hostile atti-
tude to the union and clearly indi-
cated that they were ‘determined to
use the decision of the governor’'s ad-
visory commission to smash the union.
Besides, the other faétdrs in the trade
were induced to ignore the union.
Their position was:" No recognition
whatsoever of the existence of the
{ union and the establishment of open
{ shop conditions in tHe industry. For
the union to have attempted to avoid
the struggle would have demoralized
the forces of the organization, would
have aided the bosses, and would have
continued in a more aggravated form
the abominable conditions prevailing
in the industry.

mission was the most powerful weapon
placed in the hands of the bosses.
Responsible . directly  for giving the
bosses this weapon was the right wing
Sigman forces, who two years ago,
when they controlled.the union with
the advice and agreement of Morris
Hillquit, placed the workers’ destiny
in this anti-labor cemmission, .Op-
posed to militant action, disregarding
the demands of the left wing which
was then in opposition, the action of
the right wing for twq years delayed
a consideration of the workers’ de-

Trade of Mexico

d the increase in Mexican trade—the Umtgd States
-~ all other nations combined—the tremendous pro-
l and mineral industries—silver, copper, lTead and
underlying the Mexican policy of the state depart-
n goverment especially at a time like the present
the land laws which makeithe natural resources the
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- | Therefore, the export trade is the real

| one that has given increasing purchas-
Iing power to the Mexican people, and
| means a great deal more to the final
economic development of Mexico than
the great figures reached by the oil
and mining industries, altho for reve-
nue purposes it means a great deal to
the government of Mexico.

The principal customer of Mexico is
the United States, as in 19256 she
| bought $516,862,614 worth of staple
products,

HE importance of the principal

Mexican ports in regard to the to-
tal amount of trade exported thru
them is as follows:

| Vera Cruz 72,283,623
! Laredo 44,312,192
1 Progreeo  .....suiwe 31,706,456
j Ciudad Juarez ... 24,941,655
| Nogales ... 23,722,622
| Agua Prieta ... 18,258,001
; Coatzacoales ......... 12,247,928

MBSO . RiRiidiie 9,888,286

Mazatlan ... . 7,065,026

The importance of the Mexican ports
ln connection with the import trldo
|is as follows:

Vera Cruz 107.588,130
Laredo ... 80,258,330
Tampico ... 66,810,870
Ciudad Julru ..... . 21,469,337
Progreso . 19,052,936
Nogales .. . 16,352,336
W, DRRBPN - .isiorsonivinios 13,327,884
Mexico City .. 26,029,853

The total nmounts by countries sell-
Ing to Mexico are as follows:

United States .......$274,495,661

United Kingdom.., 86,392,124

Germany ..e.one 29,867,000

France ... assnsssssncss ' BOI07,108
o 3,008,043 "

wonne 8,181,831

S, 2,099,288
ce of

the oountries
» '

.
/

buying from Mexico ig as follows:

United States.........$5616,862,614
United Klngdom .. 52,115,531
Germany .......... 33,018,743
Cuba ........ 19,058,786
France ... 11,743,292
Holland 10,751,731

Argentine 9,521,264
L e 7,256,838
Belgium .............. 8,432,838
OUNTRIES that buy more than sell
to Mexico—TUnited States, United

Kingdom, Germany, Cuba, Holland, Ar-
gentine, Brazil and RBelgium,

Countries that sell, more than buy
from Mexico—Frange, Italy, Spain,
Austria, Colombia, .Qzecho-Slovakia,
China, Japan, Dom! Republic,
Sweden, Switzerland.,,

The export trade of Mexico in 1925
by continent was agdollows:

North America,.....$620,630,360

Central America,,, 7,003,122
South America.,.. 19,909,443
West Indies ..., 22,382,994
Total in A

can eontlnop‘ .$669,825,913
Europe . p— 111,715,763
BB i cionsssssenionn 661,456
Africa & Oceania.. 281,700

HE most noticeable thing in the
export trade of Mexico is the min-
eral production, From January to
April, 1926, there was a production of
932,427 kilograms of silver, 14,069,
924 of lead, and 6,390,832 of alnc.
During the same period of this year
the production has been of 1,004,676
kilograms of sllver, 16,176,468 of lead,
and 28,201,286 of zine,

Mexico has the first place in tho
world as producer of gllver, the second
place in lead production, fifth place in
production of copper and, due to the

l

great demand and high price pald
for zine, Mexi¥o soon be In the
first place regardi export of this
metal 5
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| their exploitation.

| mands and gave the bosses the splen-

dld opportunity of obtaining the
gweapon they long desired against the
| workers and the union, the right of

discharge. This treachery of the right
| wing is to be condemned most geverely
|and is responsible for the prolonged
|and bitter struggte. The left wing and
! the militancy of the workers is not to
| blame.

The Times and the right wing would
like to create the impression that the
strike ended in total defeat for the
workers. In spite of the fact that the
union had to overcome great difficul-
ties, such as the jobber difficulty, the
scabbing situation due to the develop-
ment of the out-of-bown markets, the
open protection of scabbing by the
right wing machine, the opposition of
Governor Smith and his compulsory
arbitration proposals, the injunctions,
the wholesale arrests coupled with un-
precented police violence and brutal-
ity, and the open and deliberate hold-
ing up of relief by the:right wing
leaders in other unions, it neverthe-
| less was able to register a victdry for
| the workers. . Even the retreat on the
| question of 10% reorganization was
made only after the union had forced
the manufacturers to recede from
their original position by granting the
union the right to review discharges
and guaranteeing the workers 32
weeks’ employment during the year.

a 42-hour 5-day week for 18 months,

in the industry, limitation of contract-
jors, -a better arrangement providing
{unfon supervision of the labor bureau
that provides workers to the manufac-
turers, and an increase in wages much
above that granted by the governor's
commission. These are notable
achievements, and their.winning can
only be attributed to the militancy,
courage and fighting spirit of the
workers. Without a struggle, the
bosses could never have been forced
to grant them. The left wing deserves
credit that it had that courage to enter
the struggle in spite of the formidable
opposition of the bosses, aided by
the capitalist state and the criminal
strike-breaking activities of the right
wing,

When the New York Times speaks
about unreasonableness of the strike,
that it was against the interests of
the workers because’ it was directed
against the inside manufacturers, who
the Times wants us to believe are
friendiy to labor, one is reminded of
the famous cartoons in the daily capi-
talist press captioned “Bug House Fa-
! bles.” The inside manufacturers are
the richeést factors in the ladies’ gar-
ment industry. By the exploitation of
the workers they have become exceed-
ingly wealthy. They are not one whit
concerned about the: welfare of the
workers. To them, like all the other
factors in the trade, profits are the
first consideration, The record of
these manufacturers is stubborn and
bitter opposition to the union. Their
workers have not shared in the enor-
mous prosperity they have enjoyed.
In the negotiations with the union
they made demands upon the union for
speeding up, for less union control,
and, in the main, for further impov-
erishing the workers and aggravating
Tho employment
in some, not all, of the inside shops
may be glightly better than in the con-
tractors’ shops, the very fact that they
opposed bitterly time guarantee indi-
cates that they realize thatf, as bosses,
they have everything to gain by main-
taining in the industry a system of
insecurity of employment. The left
wing in raising the issue of time-guar-
anteed employment has taken steps
to remedy a condition in the garment
industry that is responsible for short
periods of feverish employment and
then prolonged periods of unemploy-
ment, causing great misery and suf-
fering among the garment workers.
The ifside manufacturers are bosses
and not lily white angels. Like shy-
locks, regardless of consequences,
they are interested only in extracting
theiy pound of flesh from the workers,
To co-operate with them would only
result in selling the interests of the
workers for a mess of pottage,

The New York Times does not stop
here. It now takes up the argument
repeated time and again by the right
wing during the course of the strike.
It is the same argument raised by the
Jewigh Daily Forward, that the left
wing calls futile strikes only for polit-
ical purposes. The Times insinuates
that the reason behind the strike may
have been union politicg involving con-
trol by the radical elements, In the
first place, the New York Cloakmak-
ers’ Union was in the hands of the leftL
wing radical elements when the strike
was called. It was. the conservative
right wing reactionary forces that, for
political purposes, did everything in
their power to bring about a sweeping
defeat of the strike, They wanted' to
utilize a defeat in omder to destroy the
left wing leadership and régain con-
trol of the union. The left wing, in
addition to leading the workers in
their struggle for better working con-
ditions, did point out to the workers
the political lessons that they must
learn from their struggles against the
bhosses. They pointed out how Gov-
ernor Smith, a capitalist politician,
had his commission drag out the con-
sideration of the urgent problems
raised by the workers. They pointed
out how Governor Smith tried to use
his power to hreak the st
pulsory arbitration. They

The demands won by the workers was |

to be followed by a 40-hour week, thus i
establishing the 40-hour bH-day week |

agalnst the workers,
out how the capitalist-run Tammany
administration of New York City was
alding the bosses’ efforts to smash the

They pointed

strike by unjustifiable arrests and
wanton brutality in breaking up picket
lines. They tried to prove to the
workers out of their experiences that
whenever the workers are engaged in
a struggle for better conditions that
the capitalist politicians use the state |
against the workers. That in orler to
remedy this situation the workers

the capitalist parties and to win state
power for the workers themselves.
This political activity the left wing
will continue to carry on with increas-

ers will engage in. To mneglect this
important phase of the workers’ strug-
gle is to continue in full force the op-
pressive strike-breaking activities of
the capitalist-controlled government
against the workers,

the cloakmakers because they did not
follow a class collaboration policy.
The New York Times compares the
cloakmakers’ strike to the coal min-
ers’ struggle in Great Britain. - It
blames the cloakmakers for refusing
to recognize that the welfare of the
{ workers is bound up with the welfare
|of the industry.
! ment that the right wing uses and
which has been expressed most clearly
by Abraham Beckerman, manager of
ithe New York Joint Board of the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America. Beckerman repeatedly
claims that the interests of the work-
ers is bound up with the interests of
the manufacturers, that the workers
must give concessions to the manu-
facturers in the New York market if
they are to have work and betfer con-
ditions.

What has been the situation in the
cloak industry? The industry has
been thriving and making millions in
profit. In spite of the increased profits
made by the bosses, the conditiong of
the workers have become intolerable. |
Unemployment is chronie, union con-
trol . has been weakene], average |
yearly wages are far below the level
of . subsistence, The British miners
have been fighting for eight long
months to prevent a cut in wages and
an increase in hours. The cloakmak-
ers have also been fighting against
an attempt of the manufacturers who
are making enormous profits out of |
the exploitation of the cloakmakers to
smash the union and create a more in-
tolerable situation for the workers,

The cloak manufacturers are, like,
the British coal barons, interested in

ought to orgdnize a labor party to fighi |

ing energy in the struggles the work-"

The New York Times also criticizes |

It is the same argu- |

llowering the living standards of the
| workers. The cloakmakers’ strike
proves conclusively that the welfare
of the bosses is not bound up with the
| welfare of the workers. The cloak-
{ | makers’ strike, if it proves anything,
i proves that the only way in which the
;\\'Srkel‘s can prevent the encroach-
{ménts of the bosses And win some ©f
|the prosperity of the Industry for
themselves in improvdd conditions is
thru unionization and militant strug-
}g]es.

The Times, at the end of the edito-
irial, becomes indignant. It is gratify-
|ing to note that this powerful expres-
|sion of American capitalism is indig-
i;nant over the cloakmakers' strike, and
'particularly the left wing leadership.
| The indignation of the Times is shared
{ by the whole right wing bureaucratic
| machine in control of the trade umion
| movement,

{ The cloakmakers’
[ recklessness,

war is wanton
exclaims the Times.
Enlightened labor has outgrown the
|idea that capitalists are robbers. La-
i bor leaders are not now afraid to say
| that wages go hand in hand with pro-
ductivity., The Times agrees with the
position of«the right wing for co-
'operating to increase productivity at
{the expense of the workers. “In-
creased productivity means the more
intensive exploitation of the workers.
| The cloakmakers won an increase in
{ wages. The furriers also won Bub-
| stantial increases in wages without
| agreeing to speed up production. The
general conditions of all the workers
in the industry were thereby improved.
In contradistinction we have the Amal-
gamated situation in New York. This
organization jn the men’s garment in-
dustry agreed to. increased . produc-
tivity on the part of the workers. The
result has been increased profits for
the manufacturers, - intensive speed-
up in the shops, that is undermining
{the health of the workers, hundreds
Iof workers being deprived of their jobs
| because less workers are required io
fproduce more, reduction in wages and
lincreased suffering and misery for the
| workers. The workers have nothing
{to gain from the advice of the New
| York Times. The class collaboration
|poluy and wage increase policy based
Iupon increased productivity advocated
{by the'A, F. of L. bureaucracy is
| against the workers’ interests. The
| cloakmakers’ strike “has vindicated
|the position of the left wing. The
cloakmakers’ strike was not futile.
The cloakmakers’ gtrike was a demon-
| stration that thru unity and militant
| struggles only the workers can main-
tain their positiong, and magych for-
| ward to great progress.

|

Letters From

: On Henry Ford Again.
To the Editor:—In the St. Paul Pio-
neer Press of Oct. 6, Elbert H. Gary
is. alleged to pronounce Ford's five-
day week uneconomic as follows: “L

am satisfled that any man or any num-

five days of eight hours each as could
be agctu‘ed in six days of eight hours
eaclg."‘

Some light may be thrown on Mr.
Gary's process of reasoning if we
quote an interview printed in the New
York Times of Jan. 25, 19256. Listen
to the dulcet tones of Mr. Gary and
his philosophy. “Fear of losing his
job i&¢ making the man in the shop toe
the line. At first glance the aver-
age individual will say there is some-
thing very ugly and inhuman in that
statement. It isn’t ugly and it isn’t
inhuman. It is the only solution. Fear
is the word I used. I might with
equal truth have said competition.
They both mean the same in indus-
try. You may call it fear. You may
call it competition.”

The Puritans were wont to add
“of the Lord” to make it more bind-
ing.

There is no doubt but that Mr.
Gary is extremely religious and very
un-Christian.

It is probable from the standpoint
of business Messrs. Gary and Ford
are like Hendrik Van Loon's states-
man “with the warm, personal, lov-
ing feelings of a slide rule and the
cash register.”

Mr, Gary is the giant-killer of la-
bor leaders and it is rumored that
when the Little Red Riding Hoods of
unemployment secure jobs in Ford's
plants they are heard to murmur oc-
casionally, “What big eyes you've got,
Grandma!”

The writer has just finished read-
ing Fqrd’s “Today and Tomorrow"”
and it is most interesting. It may be
epoch-making but the writer considers
it “old stuff” from an idealistic stand-
point, It dates back to Aristotle if
not earlier. “He first thot of the na-
tionalized inanimate tool as an im-
plement of labor” and dared fancy it
might displace human slavery, Frank-
lin, Kropotkin, Steinmetz and a long
list of others have advocated the safe
doctrines that Ford dares assert real-
ly work out. But Mr. Ford hampered
by legal restrictiong and economics
based on “pecuniary and honorific em-
ulation” really produces the goods and
having the money stands a failr show.
of demonstrating that of which Aris-
totle dreamed if he is sincere. The
government intervened to prevent
public knowledge of how much money
there may be in running rallroads
rikht.

The writer never
with socialism, Com:
urchism, but he has

afiliated
, or an-
- read

shall require further proof before I

ber of men can do as much work in |
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he was in the environment of the Uni-
versity of 1Tllinois. He betame &
member of the Socialist Study Club
an organization composed of socialist
and non-socialist members. He has
repeatedly heard there all the alleged
| advanced ideas which Mr. Ford ap-
parently champions in the interest of
himself and the laborer if he is act-
ing in good faith. He recalls the re-
iteration of order, cleanliness, up-to-
date machinery and methods, etand-
ardization of machinery and goods
and the necessity of interesting the
engineering fraternity. Mr. Newell
of the engineering staff, in govern-
ment employ I believe, was of the
opinion that it was a hopeless task
until the : inventors, engineers, and
mechanicians attained a broader vi-
sion.

But the rift in the lute was that
such ideas were 'not considered re-
spectable. The writer recalls with
amusement being careless of conven-
tion that certain relatives, graduates
of or affiliated with directly or indi-
rectly with some of the colleges might
hide a tolerant smile when he insisted
on his Sunday visit to the club sés-
sion just off the campus. This was
distinctly “verboten” to any aspirant
for advancement in position or pres-
tige. Members were assumed to be
cranks, free-lovers, Communists or
anarchists if regularly attending. At
least this was the opinion in great
degree of the sanctified and sancti-
monious faculty members possessing
influence.

Our entry into the world war fur-
nished the long hoped for excuse.
Various faculty members and sympa-
thizers with progressive thot were
dismissed including noted men and
against the protest of fair um«d
conservatives. Puritanism of the
matic type prevailed. But the t
ings heard in the war-time closed “
clalist Study Club as to wages, hours,
desirability of intermittent change of
task, gteady employment, leisure,
play; mismanagement of businesses
and finance, co-operative selling to
employees and public, ete., etc., seem
similar to the apparent conclusions
put forth by Henry Ford in “Today
and Tomorrow.” Henry has a long
purse and he may make it respect-
able.—~Joel Henry Greene, 1419 Onm
Ave,, St. Paul.

N. W. Parents’ Leagm“
will Meet Tonldlt

An lmporunt meeting of the Par
onts' League of the Northwest
will ba held Thursday, Nov, 1'
3301 Lo Moyne St. Thers will be elec-
tlon of officers, Carl Haessler, chiet
editor of the Federated Press wiil
speak on 'Who controly the uhooh

War
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and why."
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