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By BENJAMIN GITLOW

of the most important plenums

of The Central Committee of our
party was the plenum held
February. The Plenum discussed all
phases of the present situation and
the tasks confronting our Party. It

NE

' | concluded the sessions by unanimously
ladopting the thesis presented by the

Political Committee. The unanimous
acceptance of the thesis indicates the
progress towards unification made
since the last party convention and
is a guarantee that the Party fully
aware of the tasks before it, will be
able to take full advantage of what-

ever epportunities present themselves.

{ It is necessary, if we are to under-
{stand fully the significance of the
| plenum, to consider the present sit-
|uation in the light of the thesis. The
| outstanding points brought out by
the thesis are the following:

1. We are facing a new imperial-
ist world war, and the danger of a
war against the Soviet Union. The
United States will be an active and
leading factor in the war situation.

2. The peak of prosperity has
heen passed and a sharp decline has
taken place in American industry.

3. That as a result of the grow-
ing capitalist offensive against the
| workers, the worsening of condi-
tions on account of the depression,
i we can expect large and important
| struggles to take place against the
| capitalists on the part of the dis-
contented workers. These struggles
will present many opportunities to
the Party.

4. That our Party is the only
factor in the labor movement that
has been gaining and not losing
ground.

5. That in order to take full ad-
vantage of the opporiunities that
are bound to present themselves, we
must concentrate on the big masses
of unskilled and semi-skilled work-
ers, orgafize them and lead them in
their struggles.

| 6. At no time was it 2s neces-
sary as now to liquidate completely
all remnants of factionalism that
still remain in our party. In facing
the period of struggles we must
have complete unity and the steps
already taken in this direction at
and since the last convention must
be energeticaily followed up and
concluded.

Sharper Antagonism.

porary stabilization of capitalisimi has
given rise to new difficultics for the
imperialists. The contradictions and
antagonisms between the imperialist
powers is marked by the sharpening
antagonism between Great Britain
and the United States. The need for
markets for its manufactured goods,
sources of raw materials for its in-
dustries, fields for the investment of
its finance capital, are the factors
that are forcing American imperialism
into sharp conflicts with other im-
perialist powers, notably Great
Britain.

At the same time, American im-

nerialism faced with the growing ef-

.
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| fective
i Europe in industry, is faced with the

\

competition of rationalized

necessity of meeting that competition
by intensifying its exploitation of the
workers. Hence the offensive against
the workers, and the intent of Ameri-
can imperialism to smash the unions
in order to reduce wages, lengthen
hours and ‘further speed up produc-

tion.
THE crisis facing the imperialists,
the war danger, is the central
point of the present situation. The
Communist Parties must put this in
the forefront of the consideration of
their tasks. This especially is true
for the Communist Party of the
United States. This was fully ap-
preciated by the Plenum because the
starting point of the thesis is the war
danger, with a clear indication of the
leading role to be played by Ameri-
can imperialism as a factor making
for a world war.

How to prepare for the world war
and mobilize the workers against it
therefore becomes the most important
task before the Party.

Var on Soviet Union.

At the same time a war against
the Soviet Union is always immiment.
The imperialists in order to lengthen
the period of stabilization, secure re-
action in the saddle erush the rising
revolutionary movements in China and
elsewhere, are preparing to make war
against the Soviet Union, so that the
extensive Yerritories of the Soviet
Union with its enormous population
can be added to the sphere of im-
perialist exploitation.

They hope by such a war to wipe
out the center of revolutionary in-
spiration to the exploited and op-
pressed masses all over the world.

{ The defense therefore of the Soviet
{Union is part of the whole war
{ danger problem.

This fact the plenum emphatically

siressed.

Now every effort must be made to
win the support of the masses for the
Soviet Union. Kverything must be
done to combat as counter-revolu-
tionary and as an aid to the im-
perialists, those Tro.skyite tendencies
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The Growing Depression.

!AI.ZERI(}I\.\’ imperialism has passed

through a period of great pros-
perity. This pericd has now come to
a close. A sharp decline has taken
place in American industry. Millions
are uncmployed., The bottom of the
downward trend as the thesis puts it,
has not yet been reached.

These factors present many prob-
lems. It marks a turning point for
our Party. The growing depression
in the United States and its conse-
quent effects upon conditions in the
United States and particularly upon
the working class was the main fea-
ture of the plenum discussions.

It is a recognized fact that Ameri-
can imperialism will utilize the de-
‘pression to intensify its offensive

against the working cluy The whole

A

right in defense of the Soviet Union. !
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system of class collaboration which
has been tested during a period of
prosperity is now to be tested during
a period of depression, during a
period of hard times.

The party is fully aware that in the
coming period particularly large sec-
tions of unskilled and semi-gkilled
workers ‘will be forced by conditions
to figth against the capitalists.

The capitalists also aware of this
fact are preparing to meet it. In pre-
paring to meet the coming struggles
of the workers, the labor bureaucrats
and the leaders of the Socialist Party
are doing yeoman service to the capi-
talists. The socialist party is be-
coming more and more subservient to
the labor bureaucracy while the labor
bureaucracy continues to swing more
and more to the right. The labor
bureaucracy has abandoned every
pretext of working class trade
unionism. The pronouncement of
William Green is as follows:

“Upon the very threshold of the
New Year, Organized Labor in the
United States challenges the owners
and management of industry to co-
operate with it in the eqtabhshment
and maintenance of seund economic
standards and industrial peace. We
welcome the opportunity of giving
our collective skill, training and
technique to the development of in-
dustrial and individual efficiency.”

This is an open plea by the bureau-
cracy of the A. F. of L. to work for
industrial peace and for individual
efficiency (speed up) in the interests
of the imperialists. It is an offer by
the bureaucracy to become the direct
agents of the bosses in indusiry, to
turn the unions into company unions,
to look out for the interests of the
owners of industry and not of the
workers,

The latest phase of the capitalist
offensive against the workers are the
proposals of the Bar Association.
These proposals have the endorsement
of the labor bureaucracy. They provide
for compulsory arbitration through
the agencies of the courts as an effec-
tive measure against strikes.
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E must, as the Plenum indicated,

‘become the organizer and leader
in the present period of struggles on
the part of the workers against the
capitalists.

We must turn our attention more
to the large masses of unskilled and
semi-skilled workers in the basic in-
dustries.

Does this involve the abandonment
of the existing trade unions?

Quite the contrary.

Recognizing*® the crisis facing the
trade union movement and the pos-
sibility of the trade unions being de-
stroyed by the treachery of the re-
actionary officialdom and the blows
of the capitalists, we must do every-
thing to fight to keep and maintain
the unions as militant fighting or-
ganizations of the workers. As Com-
munists, we do not abandon the mass
organizations of the workers. We do
not recognize them as static bodies. It
was no accident that the plenum de-
voted so much time to our fight to
save the Miners’ Union. At the same
time, we also repudiate the conten-
tion that because the trade union
movement in the United States is
facing a crisis which may destroy it
completely, we must therefore start
the organization of a new trade
union movement in opposition to the
A. F. Of IJ.

Unskilled Workers Important.

The unskilled and semi-skilled
workers, who are almost totally un-
organized, are the big reservoir of the
working class with which we can or-
ganize to revitalize the trade union
movement and mobilize for militant
action against the capitalists.

This as the Plenum correctly esti-
mated, as a major task for our Party.
We must take the initiative. We must
not hesitate. We must in this task
not be the victims of the fetish of
dual unionism. If the reactionary
unions stand in the way of organi-
zation, then we must proceed to or-
ganize them into new unions.

The present period is a period of
coming struggles, of more favorable
opportunities for our Party. This
the PYlanum has stressed repeatedly.
Qur Party must be the leader in this
period-of-the working class. However,
we must not make the mistake that
Ameriean imperialism, because we
are in a period of depression, has col-
Japsed, that it has no power of re-
sistance or temporary recuperation.
Such a mistake would be due to our
submitting to a subjective mood ana
iznoring the objective factors of
American imperialism.

BEqually is it wrong in the present

.period to state that the situation de-

raands a fundamental revision in our
tactics on the grounds that before the
situation was unfavorable, now it is
more favorable, tremendous struggles
are ahead, we have big opportunities,
American imperialism is declining
ete. This view exaggerates the pos-
sibilities and underestimates the po-
‘entialities of American imperialism.
The Communist International in an
editorial in the “Communist Interna-
tional” makes clear its position on this
point as follows:

“This new process is taking its
own new peculiar roads:

“The objective situation still does

not presentia directly nvohﬁmr; ;

w

The Workers Party Marches Forward

position, but for the workers’ move-
ment the most difficult stage is un-
doubtedly left behind. BUT this
does not mean that the tasks of the
working class and its Communist
advance guard have been simplified
in consequence. On the contrary.
The class enemy is organized as
never before. The concentration of
capital and the fighting organiza-
tion of the bourgeoisie have made
gigantic strides forward during the
latter years. The political in-
fluence of concentrated capital on
the state apparatus has grown to
unheard of dimensions. Trustified
capital is stubbornly and insistently
advancing against the working
class. This advance is being carried
eon in the most varied forms; by in-
tensified methods of capitalist
rationalization, lengthening the
working day, and lowering of
wages, raising the cost of living, the
denial of the right to strike, de-
privation of trade union rights, high
customs duties, the growth of taxes,
the intensification of the white
terror, growing imperialist activity,
the military encirclement of the So-
viet Union—such are the expres-
sions of its advance.”

Says the Communist International,
the concentration of capital and the
fighting organizations of the bour-
geoisie have made gigantic strides.
And of no country is this mere true
than the United States.

Aware of this fact, and the neces-
sity of mobilizing the workers for
struggle against the bourgeoisie, our
Party must continue to develop those
tactics which tend to broaden its in-
fluence and give it contact with the
masses. It must continue the united
front tactics, to mobilize ever larger
sections of the working class against
the bourgoisie. To succumb to sub-
jectivism and to ignore objective
realities is to fall into.sectarianism
and isolation from the-masses, the
biggest calamity that can befall our
party.

Big Work Ahead.

We face tremendous tasks, beset
with great difficulties.

It is not enough to be satisfied that
our Par'y has been the only one in
the labor movement that can record
gaing, Our Party s still too weak.
We must strengthen our Party. We
must materially increase its member-
ship. 'We must utilize the campaigns
to consolidate the Party and build it
up. The war danger, the depression,
unemployment, the growing offensive
against the workers, demand a uni-
fied Communist Party.

The Plenum has shown the Party
the way. It has established political
unity in the unanimous acceptance of
the thesis. It has pointed out the
way in which the Party can take full -
advantage of the objective factors de-
veloping in the United States. By
throwing the Party into mass work,
by mobilizing the workers against the
threatened war and in defense of the
Soviet Union, organizing the unor=
ganized, fighting for the unemployed,
mobilization of the workers for mili-
tant struggle against the capitalist
offensive, and by the liquidation of all
remnants of factionalism the Party
under the leadership of the Central
Comtmtte; will rlnaélrch forward ‘:ﬁ
become the revolutionary m 7

America.
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