With Renewed Forces -- Onward

The First Natjonal Confercnce of the
Communist Party of the U. 8 A, (Ma-
jority Group) was attended by over sixly
elected delegates from the most impor-
tant industrial eenters of the country.
The delegations were overwhelmingly
proleturian.  The delegates were all
members of many vears siahding in the
Comumnist Party, many of them having
been the fuunders and grganizers of the
Party.

The Conference represented a deter-
mined Communist force. It tackied the
problems facing ihe working <lass, anal-
wzed conditions and laid down a course
of action. Jt fearlessly dealt with the
present crisis in the Communist Inter-
national, the false and wrecking line its
present leadership is carrving out and
itz cffects upon the American Commu-
nist movement. It adopted decisions
which will maks it possible for the Com-
munists of this eountry, together with
the Communists of all other countries,
t0 overcome the crisis, to replace the
pregent false line by a correct Leminist
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line and to unify #nd consalidate all Com-
munist forces in a united Communist In-
ternational.

% % ¥

. The Conference was not one steered
and dominated by a small faction or
cligue. The delegates freely applied
themselves to the work of the Confer-
ence; the diseussions were frank and
open; the decisions made represented the
will of the delegates. The decisions were
not all unanimous like those ¢f the recent
Party Convention but were hammered
out as the result of discussions in which
the issues were sharply drawn and clari-
fied, The Confercnee and its delibera-
tions and decisions are bound to leave ils
jmprint upon the development of the
Communist movement of the United
States.

A Correct Political Analysis Guarantees A Correct Line

The development of the CP-Majority
Group was well shown in the thesis on
the present politieal sitmation and our
tasks as adopted by the Conference, In
coutrast o ine shallow, incorreet and
evasive thesis recently adopted by the
Party Convention, the thesis adopted by
our Conference was a clear and Com-
munisl interpretation of the ceonomic
and political developments taking place
on & world seale and in the U. 5. A
On the basis of this analysis the tasks
of the Partv. were 311a1yzcd and a line
The main features of the thesis are thc
following:

1. An estimation of the present posi-
tion of world capitalism in which the
present econcmic siluation is carefully
analyzed, the general political situation
(growth of reaction, imperialist antag-
onisms leading to war, offensive apainst
the USSR) described and the false econ-
omie and pelitieal analysis of the present
leadership of the Comintorn exposed,

2. An analysiz of the. present econ-
cmnic crisis in the United States on the
basis of which the following conclusions
are reached:

“We see, that: 1} the the United
States is today in an economic crisis,
the general trend of American imperial-
ism is not vet downward; 2) this general
trend of American iraperialism does not
exempt it from the general historical
decline of world eapitalism in the pres-
ent period; 3} the very growth in Amer-
ican imperialist strength has already
reached a4 point where it 15 itgelf sharp-
eniing the inherent contradictions of capi-
talismi in the United State, and 4) gener-
ating and intensifying the confradictions
and antapgonisms which will lead not only
to the collapse of Amterican capitalism
It alsoe of international capitalism as a
whole; &) today this rapid development
of United Staies Imperialism ouly inten-
sifies the comtradiction of international
capitalismn, only ‘serves as a foree tor
sharpening and stimulating the elements
of disintegration in international capitag-
ism, thues making for a world erisis”

2, A most tharo analysis of the strue-
tural changes and basie contradictions of
American capitalisny, from which the

‘madn tasks.

following conclusion is reached:
“Ohyiously, genuine ovder is impossible
in capitalist economy. The attempts ‘of
the niest highly developed capitalist
eountry, the United States, Lo remove
disorder in the process of production and
exchange basleally tend to develop deeper
and more widespread disorder. The very
struetural changes in Amecrican capital-

jst economy are hastening its eollapse

and doom.”

4. An analysis of the prescnt political
situation showiiig the growth of ¢apical-
ist rezction and factors making for a

regrouping of eluss forees

5. An analysis of the situalion in the
labor movement, discussing the effects of
rationalization and the burden of war
preparations wpon the workers, the act-
al conditions of life and work of th
Amerjcan working masses, the differon-
tiation and regroupings in the working

‘plass (the leftward movement among the

warkers, the developments in the trade
union movement, ete.} and the various
foreces in the labor movement.

6. An cxamination of the false line
of the-Party, a5 2 manifestation of the
general false line of the ECCI today.

7. A carefolly worked ocut analysis
of the tasks of the Communist Party
today. .

8. An examination of the develap-
ment of the CP-Majority Group, a thore

‘analysis of its achievements and short-

comings, and a concise declaration of its
The concluding words of
the thesis wery accurately reflect the
spirit of the whole National Conference:

“The events of the last year, In the U.

8. A. and 111t31nai1ona11], have more thad
justificd the struggle we have been car-
rying on. The crisis in our Party has
been shown to be an organic part of the
crisis in the Communist International
and our struggle to be a part of the
struggle of the International Opposition.
QOur first duty and onr special tusk is to
win the struggle for the international
Leninist line on the American sector!

Forward to the unity of the Commu-
nist International!

Towards & mass Communist Party in
the U, 5. A"

For Leninism and Against Trotskyism!.

The Conference had before it a report
on the question of Trotskyism, its political
and organizational character and jts re-
lation te the crisis in the Comintern. The
resolntion which ihe Conference adobted
elearly pointed out that the present crisis
in the Comiintern can gencrally be char-
acterized politically as the revision of the
Leninist position of the Comintern in the
direction of the traditional viewpoint of
Trotskyism. The resolutiorn made clear
that the poszition of Trolskyizm on the
question of the class character of the
Soviet Power (the question of Thermi-
dor), in spite of the recent partial re-
treat, still constitutes a departure from
the fundamentals of Communiski. The
Conference was of the opinion that, if
the Trotskyites give up their position on
this qucstion, the necessity for their re-
admiszion inte the Comintern and the
Party will follow, in spite of their hig
errors on a number of other. very im-
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portant gquestions which do not, however,
touch the fundamentals of Communiszm.
The resolution called attentlon to the
great similarity in systeni and methods
of leadership of Trotsky and Stalin.
While adveeating bloes ¢m the con-
crete issues of the c¢lass struggles with

_With the next issue we will herin
i:»uhlication of the political ducaments
of the National Conference: the reso-
lution on trade union policy, the pro-
gram-of-action, the resolution on Trot-

skyism, the resplution on Negro work,
The Draft Thesis has already

been published in Revelutionary Age

ete.

{June 15 issue).

the Trotskyites, the Conference rejcete:d
the jdea of unity between the two groups
becauge of the fundamental differences

Forward Against Capitalism!

Realizing that Communizts must be
the most active fighters againgt capital-
ism and must show the way to the work-
ers in their everyday struggles, the Con-
ference adopted a program-of-acltion of
working cliss unity against the bosses
Tt is at the same time a stivring ¢all and
a guide to action for the workers and

to Victory!

batween them. The Conference was very
emphatie in rejecting the idea of Comi-
rade Weishord that the Troickyisi appo-
sition cowld be a rallving center in solv-
img the crizis In the Comanunist Inter-
pational: jt pointed out that the owver-
vcoming of the erizis in the Comintern
would bring with it the politieal liguida-
tion of Trotskyism.

The Program-of-Action.
farmers to rally against the capitalists.
It is & program-of-action of & maturing
Communist foree that realizes that the
road of working class victory lies thra
the organization of the svervday strug-
gle of the workers and farmers on their
innmnediate demands.

For A Better Organization! Sup-p()rt the Revolutionary Age!

The National Confercnce snuted the de-
velgpment of our group from the loose
formation of a handful of comrades after
the return of the VI Convention delega-
tion to the Comintern, from an under-
ground existence as far as the Party and
the workers were ¢oncerned, into & ree-
opnized factor in the Communist move-
ment and the ciass struggle loday. The
Conference definitely established the
consolidation of our group and its emer-
gence as a fighting Communist foree not
only for a correet line in the Party but
also in the front ranks of Lhe bitter elass
sirnggle in this ecountry. At the same
time the Conference examined the great
Geficiencies of our organization that still

remain and outlined ways and means to
avercon: them.

Of great importance was the consider-
ation given by the Conference to the
Revolutionary dge. It considered how to
meet the government attack upon our
paper. Noting the progress made to-
wards converting the Revolutionary Age
inte a mass paper, the Conference gave
special attention to the building up of
sapport for the Revelutionary Age so as
to make this possible. The Conference
emphasized the need for a better financial
base, for more subscribers, for workers
corespondence and for the early realiza-
tion of a YWeekly Revolulionary Age,

Against the Oppression of the Negro Masses!

The Conference had hefore is a report
on Negro work which was folluwed by a
general diseussion in which a nuniber of
Nepro delegates participated. The in-
portance of greatly intensifying our Ne-
wro work was stressed. If as a result of
the Conferanee the actual organization of
Negro work will be spread to all distriets
a great step forward will ha‘re Leen

taken.

The questions of the struggle against
Iynching, the velation of the Negroes to

the irade unien hwvement and the ques-
tion of the slogan af self-determination
recejved most consideration.

The Conference decided that steps be
taken immediately to develoy: a campaign
against lynching on as wide and as broad
a basis as possible, in view of the start-
ling imereasc of lynching recently. The
question of self-determination was left
to the Natioma]l Couneil for further study
in order to definitely eslablish our posi-
tion on this question.

Build the Left Wing in the Unions! Fox Trade Union Unity!
For Genunine Militant Industrial ITnionism!

The main question before the Confer-
ence was the trade union guestion. The
false sectarian line of the Comintern and
pur Party leadership has almest com-
plelely wrecked whatever Conumunist in-
fluence and organization had been estal-
lished in the trade unions, The Party
membership has been giving wmore and
mere evidence of growing resistance o
the ruinous itrade union policies of the
Party leadership. The Conference stres-
sed -that it was not sufficient to main
tain merely a critical atiitnde towards
ihe wropg sectarian line but that it is
necessary for us to engage in indepen-
dent trade union activity eon the basis
of a correet trade union line.

The results of the false Pariy line were
indicated by the resolution adopted by
the Conference as follows:

“I. The left wing in the trode upions
has been wvirtually destroyed.

“2. The sew fadutricl unions under
Communist influence fiave oll lost heavidy
fie metmbership, fiave suffered serious de-
feols tn stveggles end have ceased to be
@ fuetor in the organtsetion of the nn-
organized.

“3, The Communisty heve nof led auy
strike wevements of any mportance

sinee the Gustonie strifee which hod i3
E:rueptim:, before the wew peried ushered
i by the Addiess of the Lommumst -
ternational.

“4, There is v real ennpoign being
conducted in any industry for organiza-
ton of ithe wunorgunized.

“o. The fight against the leadership
and ddeclagical tufluence of the Socialist
Party has been abundoned with the resull
thet thousends of workérs whe were pre-
viously orgonizetivaally and ideclogically
with the left wing oere todey under the
hegermonyy of the Seelalist right-wing bu-
soertey i the wndons.”

The  Cyunference deelared in unmis-
takable terms that our group must go
into the trade unions, must organize the
left wing, must raise the issue of trade
union unity, must develop a mighty rank-
and-file movement againsy the reaction-
ary hurocrats, aguinst the bosses, for
mililant industrial unionism, To de 2o is
t0 hasten the defeat of the disastrous
policy of ihe present Party and TUTUL
leaderships which is proceeding in seven
league boots ta isolate the Communists
from the masses and destroying the pos-
sibility of a left wing base in the trade
unions,

Stop Sblitting——Unite the Communist International!

The Conference pave a fitting answer
to the whole system of Lluff and bombast
when Comrade Lovestone commented
upen the recent Pravdae editorial on the
tasks of the American Party., While
recognizing the right and even the duty
of the leadership of the CPSU to make
suggestions and proposals to the Ameri-
can Party, the Conference disagreed with
the distortion of the facts, with the bluff
and misrcpresentation resorfed to in or-
der to justify the ultra-left course of the
Comintern and our Party.

The Conference answered ihe attacks
upon us and other Communist Opposition
movements by ecalling for greater and

more united action of ihe international
Comrnunist Opposition against the false
line and seetarian tacties as the road to
the unifieation and consolidation of the
Comintern.
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The political charactér and the spirit
of our First National Conferemnce, con-
ducted thruout in the spirit of Leninism
and Communist unity, made it an histori-
cal event in the American Communist
movement and provide a guarantes for
our eventual vietory in overcoming the
erisis in our Party and in the Commimunist
International.




