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Progressives and Left Wing )

The Nature and Role of the CPLA - Perspectiq}es and Tasks

In the January 1930 issue of Lahor
Age there appears an appeal: “The
Calt to Battle”— which contains the
following words:

“Progressives, this is our day. Com-
weuntst banleruptey, forelold dn these
pades lust gpring, & now universally
concedad. The feeble AN of I leader-
ship continues fo maumble albout Ins-
sl and fo 2ofl bonds for Wall Streel
brokerage houses. It s the progres-
sive group, fumilicr with the Ameri-
et fendscape and with dmoricdn iz
tory, seorning doctrimeire mileiions
but determined te march forwoerd,
fhat con roize the standard of revelf”

Aliost o year has passed since
that statinent was made. What pro-
rress have the propressives made in
the Fface of the bankruptey  of “the
Communists in the trade uanions?
| Noething te boast about! For the Tivst

time during an economic etisis wo)

have industrind peace. Newer befvre
have there been so few strikes with

=0 few workers involved. It is no won-!

‘ der that the capitalists and thelr pol-
itlcians, from President Hoover down,
can herald this significant fact. It is
‘o wonder that they ecan give the
“eredit” for such a situation to the
“loyalty and patriotism” of urganized
labor which has rejected the policy
of strike and struggle in favoer of the
“constructive policy” of cooperation
and peace in industry.

The Situation in the Labor Movement

| What has happened to the stan-
| dard of revolt which the progressives
lalone were to raise? It was not

favorable conditions for arousing the
workers to actionh prevailad. These

anemployment, wage-cuts, diiving and
P speed-up, are certainly having their
_effect upon the opinien and attitude
) of the workers. One does not expect
a starving jobless man to be gatisfied
with conditions. One would be foolish
te maintain that & worker is happy
to have his wages reduced either thru
 wage-cuts or part time empluoyment.

The man of forty whe has been dis-
i carded by modern industyy is not hap-
l| py hecause of his premature “old
j age.” The generyl insecurity, the fear
vof  unempleyment, loss of income,
! starvation, does not make for content-
ment. It ull makes for diseontent, It
all fertilizes the soil out of which
relellion grows.

The workers in the trade univns
can not escape these conditions, The
present ecconomic crisiz is too deep,
ctoor severe. The worst mistake a

. working eluss leader ean make is to”
« consider the trade unions as one honi--

pEeneous inass, to confuse the men-
!bcrship with the officialdom of the
frade unifons. A union e¢arpenter who
walks the streets for months logking
for a job and willing to accept onc at

3.00 & day ig not exactly the same as
t his International president, Hutchin-
*son, who lives o luxery and gets a
nice fat salarv, While the reactionary
- leaders of the trade uniong live and
" talk like members of the Chamber of
: Commeree, the masses of the trade
runion wembership live, work, starve
i anil die like workers. "Lhe same con-
ditions that are eauwsing discontent
ameng the workers gencrally are alsoe
eausing discontent in the ranks of or-
ganized labor. Today, thanks 1o the

movement, the reactionary cofficials
arc able to prevent the discontent
the ranks of organized labor from
crystallizing info action apainst the
bosses,

The MWistake of the Progressives

The progressives by  themselves
were not able to raise the standard
of revolt in spite of the very favor-
able conditions in this diveetion, le-
cause they were themizelves caught
in the demoralization and erisis of the
labor movenent.

The bankruptey of the Communist
Party poelicy—the abundonment of
the unions by the official Comnmunists
| ~liquidated the rank and file left
_:wing and Jeft the membership to the
P morey of the reactionary officialdoms.
» This strengthened the reactionarios
b and rreatly weakened the progres-
tsives, In withdrawing the militants
Sfrom the trade unions the Communist
‘Party leadership strengthened the
burocracy of the trade unions and
Nelt the workers leadetless, Wherover
left wing workers werc “not  with-
drawn they were furced to carry out
liolicies In the trade unions thai isol-
ated and divereed them froin the
workers and made them ridiculous-
Iy ineffectual in the trade unions.
Az a result of the liguidation of the
left wing, pessimism grew in the
ranks of the organized workers. Even
greater demoralization gripped the
‘unions. The progressives were caught
| in this situation, What they welcomed
iyesterday as an ‘“opportunity” they
will today have to admit was the
‘cause of disaster. The welcoming of

 the liquidation of the left wing and

| raised in spite of the fact that very .

favorable conditions still exist. The'
severe economic crisis, wide-spread’

demoralization and erisis of the laboy
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the failuxe to recognize its disaster-
ous consequences actually placed the
progressives ab the merey of the trade

unien burocracy.
P

I

In line with the above eontentions, !

let us examine the progressive move-
ment as it iz typified in the “Muste
mavement,” the Conference for Fro-
gressive Labor Action.
The Nature and Program of the
: "WMuste Movement.”

This movement is the expression of
the opposition within the trade uniony
to the reactionary policies and lead-
ership of these unions. It yepresents

movement in that it strives to replace
the present resctionary policies with
a program of lmmedinte demands of
which the Cormuunists and the lelt
wing ean accept for immediate strug-
gle, Their program ineludes the fol-
lowing {Letbor Adge, Feliruary 1930) :

. Kphasis on orginization of
the wnskilled and sema-shilled i the
Degie  dndustries  infe  industrial
o, .
2. Appeal primerily te the milit-
angy wud sulidarity of the workers,
not to the geod will of the boss in
grganizing cfforts,

43, Opposition to Nubiona! Clvic
tnfluenee in- Ehe lalor

i Federution
movettent.
“4, fnatstence that wnion member-
ship sholl not be denied on grounds
of vace or polificel, secial, economic
woreligious views or affilictions,

"5, Right of « minority or vpposi-
tion to function in the movement.

8. Agpressive warfore on infunc-
- Eioms and yellow-deg contracts,

T Social insurance.

42 Lwmeourdgement of cooperetive
enferprives. ) —

“g Setling forth ¢ mew socinl or-
tler us Lohor’s goul, .

“10, Working out effective method
of collective burgeining end wtion
control  without sacrifice of the
wnton'y indepeitdence.

“11, The S-day week, higher weges,
elinination of ocvertine and night
work. '

“12. Recognilive of Soviet Russia.

13, Maling the Americas lolor
wovement anti-miiberistie und ondi-
{mperialistic,

14, Lebor Internationalism,

#16. Tdependent lubor political de-
ton.

#16, Development of gentine work-
ers ciduecelion movement.”

It is clear that in the main this
program iz avceptable tv the Com-
munigts and the left wing in the trade
unions.

The Communist Party officinldom
does not reeopnize the significance of
- this movement and eonducts the most
I bitter fight against it as the worst
I“sociu}-fascist” development  in the
"laboy movement. But it is the duty
i of the Comimunists in the trade uniol}s
'to build up the left wing forces in
ihe unions so as to make possible
a closer union wnd possibly an amal-

a left daevelopment in the trade unien !

#*gamation of the genuine progressive
i forees of the Muste movement into
! the left wing.

L

|The Fruits of Faith in the Burocracy .

Faith in the burecracy has not
brought any achievements to tiie pro-
grossives and in so far as they have

_been a chiock on the development ofi
ra milllant left wing movewment and
struggle of the rank and file, they
have played 2 conservalive role. The|
! sampaign of erganization in the South
“has besn disvipated. The Illinois min-
"ers development has net tuwrned out
 as it should have, This recognized in
the Labor Age (September, 1930):

“Onee gain we venture o make
the point that the Howadd  organize-
tiok fres ouly one excuse for existence,:
if, nemely, it will be o militent, cleon
progressive organization bresfing nof!
onty with Lewis but also with Lowis-
igin and gofny oub to organize the
wpergaized. ff it will be thut fhe
of seating its delegoles of an AR of|
L eonvention ts for the tine belag wn- !
important. [f @ is not that, but onfy,

o new wversion of the old regime, *itl
deserves to die oy i wdl” ;

Then came the settlement of thel

thesiery workers strike upon an aceept-
cance of a 204 wage-cut and the
Istretchout. '
i These are sufficient to indicate
where the peliey of reliance upon the
burperacy leads.

|
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The 8 P and the Progressives

The official Soeinlist Party has
nothing in commeon with the progres-
sives iu the trade unions, It is married
to the reactionary burberacy. A defin-
ite break with the Socialist Party is
inevitpble just a% soon as the pro-
jgressives make a clean break with
the burocracy. Such elements as James
Qneal and J. B. 8. Hardman {Salut-
zky}, the errand, boy of Sidney Hil-
man, have no place in a genuine pro-

gressive moveinent. |
* ¥ % |

What 4 needed today i o revithuu- |
tion wncl o reestimation of forces wand
gitnativng, Conditions eall for a union
of all forcesz in the unlons in favor
a program of struggle for the work-.
ors interests against the bossees and|
apainst the reactivnary officinls and|
their - treacherous policies—for the.
unifieation of the organized workers‘
and the wnorganized, for the organ-.
ization of the unsrganized. |

The unifieation of all such forces
into a movement based on the rank
and file, conrageous and determined
to engage in independent activity Tor
its program—this is the burning need
of the hour in the trade unions. Ini
other words the time has come fou
*the unien of all forees in a left wing.
i This is our trade union policy. The
- pHieial polivy of the Communist Parly
iz opposed to this,

The way of the present situation !
in the trade unions is the union of all|
fighting militant progressive forees
in a left wing—and not their dispers-
al and rout.

MOUVIES

Just Imagine

JUST IMAGINE, with El Brendel,
Maurcen £'Sullivan, John Garriek,
Marjoric White, ete. Story, dialogue
and songs by DeSvlva, Brown and
"Henderson. Dances staged by Seymour
ITelix, Directed by David Butler.

wodust _Dnggine, is a typical cxample
of an extremely poor picture with
special trinimings to make it pass.
The only pood features of the picture
are the photography and the splendid
interior shots beth on earth and om
the planet Mars, Just Imsgine being o
musical comedy, I of course did not
expeet any sense to the pieture and
in this wespect T wag not dissappoint-
led. Tt is the story of & man who died
tin the year 1950 and wos browght to
Jife again in 108k Ele then learns
fall the new and intrieate ways of the
world, The hero of the story is in love
iwith a girl bul another man also loves
“her and aceording to the laws of the
reounlry the girl is compelled to marry
ithe man whe distinguishes himself
‘most. Therefore when the opportunity
is presented for the hero to fly to
Mare and in this wuay make a name
for himself, he gladly accepts the of-
fer. Being the hero, he of course sue-
ceeds In arriving at Marvs and when
he returns he s greeted by the popu-
lace and the coict awards the girl to
him as his wife.  Althe the ‘story is
stupid the piclure itself is worse No
attempts at details are made. When
the recket arrives at Mars the men
rush out of their rocket without first
aseertaining just what the atmos-
pheric conditions are. We are shown
a scene of Martian dancers before
an idel which strangely encupgh re-
sembles a Buddha and the dancera on
Mars also strangely enough arve garb-
ed in the latest 1930 fashlons of the
Broadway night clubs. Every once in
a while, and for no reason at &gll, some
of the characters burst forth into song

MUSTE AT FORUM
ON PROGRESSIVES

[

A J. Muste will speak at the New
Workers School forum on "“The Pro-
gram of the Progressives” this Sun-
day nirht, December 14, at 8 I'. M.

The following week the forum does
its bit for the reception of Dr. Albert
Einstein in America by a lecture on
“Rinslein and Marx" by Will Her-
berg. .

On Decomber 28 Silendra Naih
Ghose, Seeretary of the Indian Nation-
alist Congress of America, will lec-
ture on “India and Britain. And
on the frst Sunday night in Januavy, |
Bert Wolfe will speak on the “Next
War”

The Sunday Night Forum began
with a bang last week, with a lecture
by Benjamin Gitlew on “The Present
Qituativn in the Laler Movement,”

| STUDENTS PLAN BIG
SCHOOL DANCE

The Stadent Cowneil of the New
Workers School plans to eclebrate the
successful Second Year of the institu-
I'tign by g Festival and Dance at ils
|lwa(lquarter.~s en  Saturday Night,
Jenuawy 14,

The Jaze King (All-Coloved) Band
iz furnishing nwusic for the occasion.
The sehool asks all its friends to join
in the cetebration. Tickets are 3b
ernts and can be secured at the school
oilice or from the students.

* ke ‘

and the singing is atrocious, Iff you
are interested in- seeing beautiful
photography, very effective shots, and
| futuristic scemes, then sec this pie-
ture, provided, however, that you ¢an
isit thru a foolish picture for an hour
and a half with rotten comedy and
even worse singing.
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