~ Rebuild the Left Wing! |

The Main | Mésslage "'of the Recent Plenum - Two Tactics in
Trade Union Work - The United Front

By Ben Gitlow

The Plenum of the, National Coun- of the united front and the relation
cil, held on. November 26-27.28, made of forces in the trade union movement,
important decisions of a political and | In paxticular the question of the rela-
vrganizitional ,eharacter” influencing tionship between the Communists a11n(l
the future life of our. orpanization.  the progressives came to the fore. The
These decisions, particularly the main | Plenum steéssed and reiterated (hat
political resolution which stressed the, only a union of all the left wing and
urportance of rebuilding the left wing | progressive forces upoh 4 common
in the American labol - movemesnt, are | Program in opposition to the reaction-

bound to eause considerable ferment
in the Communist and trade union
ranks, : ] '
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" Twe Tactics in the Trade Uniens
This Plenum followed the meeting
of the Natienal Counctl held bmnmedi-
ately after the National Conference
of July 4, 10, It markeil the fact
that our proup has definitely pussed
the stapge of polomizing on abstract
thevveticul grounds with the chump-
ions of .the new line in the Comiatern
and in the CPUSA.:The questions
raisud, the discussiony of the.concrete
tasks in the traode untonsz, the eon-
sideration given to the problems of
the united  freiat, showed that our
group has alveady cnlered the areno
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ness of our policies are being estal-
lislied Iy ther application to the con-
crele problems  fucing the working
cluss. L its expmington of our work
i1 the trade anions, the Plenum show-
el how shaiply.our trade wpion Hoe
clished with the sectavini line of the
offieial Communist Party, The Plenuoy
alat asceriained the fact that theu
suar -activities on o coerfreet line, our
inflheoriee And follvwing in the trade
wilidns jg growing while {he official
Party was becoming more solated and
moce diseredited.

The Plenum brought to the fore
the fact that our group is noe lunpger
simply w manifestation of oppusilion
within the ufficial Communist move-
inent. - It proved that our group——the

Communist Parly of the USA {(Maj--

ority Groupt—is today g recopnizerd
Communist foree with its independent
tasks and with influence in the labor
movement that nust be reckoncd with.
. LFOF &

The Reemergence of the Left Wing

The Plenum took notiee of the in-
creasing manifestations of left wing
development in the teade unions.
Wherever  these
peared it wag not accidenlal Lthat ouy
group fhould be there to play an lig-
portant role, This development is to
e seen not only in the trade unions
but in the fraternal ovganizotions ag
well, Hore "the  seclarian splitting
course of the Pacty did not’ succeed
in completely lguidating the left wing
}('1pposﬂ;iun. In the Workmen's Circle,
in the Croatione Fraternal Uniows, in
the Hungarian Sick and Death Hoene-
fit Society, opposition to the disas-
troas course of the Purly is growing
ungl an organized opposition is erys-
lallizing-—upaninst  the  voactiooaey
forces in these organizations as well
s agrainst tho alficial Parly policies,

Another feature of this recent do-
velopment in the labor novement has
Been the power of our group to zerve
as a cenkor of atteuction for the ris-
ing left wing and progressive forees,
The ¢ordon sanituire that the Party
Party turoerats attempted to estab-
hish  thre the “enliphtenment  cam-
polen® has been beoken down, The
laft wing wovkers and cven the arty
members ne longer lake sevivusly the
wild and ridiculous ‘charpes of the
ll’arty officialdem, Workers scok aur
‘mlvicc, aceopt our policies, snd woel-
come oy ecosperation. The bavriors scl
up by the offivial Pavty in an effort
maintain ity false line can no longer
withstand the prossure of opposition
from ity own tnembers who are ex-
pectod to execute the impossible course
and Frem left wing masses who sec
no hepe bat enly disaster in the Tarty
tine ay fapr s theic otganizations ure
voncerned. P )

A vory Cstriking feature of tho
‘Plcnum was the importanee given to
the problem of ‘thd lefe winr in the
Ameriean labor moveainent. The official
Party and TUTL policies have ligui-
dated the left wing and have loft the
trade union masses at the merey of
the ronctionaries. [t tool tho left wing
workers  some . time  to realizo
the 7real meaninge of the Parly's
course, But the objective econditions,
the economic evizgis and the inevessing
pressure of the bosses wpon the worl-
ers, are cansing deep fermentation in
the ranks of the workers, Our apita-
"tion ‘on behalf of a policy of unily in
the trade vnions, of bailding up o left
wing, of firhting inside the mass or-
panizations, iz having  consilorable
| effact upon this fermentation. But we
have nut devended | umon agitation
alone. Wherever . possible  we  have
helped to ervstallize loft wing organ-
izations, In this too consileralle sae-
cess iz to be recorded. .

' The Plentrn pointed out that ‘the
historical task of rebuiliding the Taft
wing has fallen’ to our group. Tho
Plepam strossed the necessity of rec-
dgnizing the cutstonding charaetor-
istic of the present left wing develon-
mient: that the re-emereence of the
left wing s nit something brousht
in to the workers from the oulside
Lut that it arisey asz a nabural devel-
ommient ot of the conditions which
prevail in industry and in the trade
uniens today. ’
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Comnunists _.'lmd Progressives
The problem of rebuilding of the

left wine brought before the Plenum
very prominently the whole question

IN THE NEXT ISSUR
- There will be a very important article
Two Tactics in the Needle Trades
by Chas. 5. Zimmerman.

manifestations ap-|

aries und their polivies can  rebuild
the left wing, But we can sueceed in
this important task only thou a prop-
er applieation of united {rimt tactics.
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© In examining three months of ac-
tivity the Plenum tock note of wmany
Forwinam] - steps, notably suscesses in
trade unnion work, the New Workers
School, sl the Weelkly Revolutionzry
Agoe, The Revolublonary Ape Confer-
ences iu Delense of the Labor Pross,
held in New York and Philadelphia,
were noted as o significant slage in
thie dovelopmnt of mass activity. Butb
Lthe Blenum alse pave clese ationtion
|tu the very great shecteomings and

errors of gur sotivity and of the pres-
ent gituation of our movement, politie
ully and organizationally, It decisively
'repudiated the attempt of Cumrade,
cBert Miller to make factional capitall
‘against the National Buro of thesc!
difficulties, shortcomiogs and errors:
andd charging the Bure with *sec
tarianism and factionalism.”

The FPlenum reviewed the situation:
of our orranization outside of New!
York and directed the National Tiure
to pay more and closer attention to
this iwmportant field of our activities.
" The Plenum heard @ report on the
“developmaent of the Internutional Com-
munist Opposition and the coming In-
tornational Conference. After a dis--
cussion, a vepresentative to the Inter-!
national Conferenee was elected. S
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But the outstanding feature of ‘the
Platmumn was the appeal to the mem-
bers of our group, do bthe Party mon-
berzhip and te the worlers: fute the
iftsy orgenizetions!  Buldd the Ec}'tl'

{Concinded from Lhe last fasue)

The fulipue of long houry at ex-
haustive work is far more injurious
to children than 1o pdults. Physiolo-
Eists say that nseles Legin to hard-
enn at thirteen.  In these years of
rowth exeessive straln may produce
permancnt injury.  Industeinl dusty
and poisens dre more harmiul to the

Moist floors and variation in - tem-
peraturc [ind children easy vietuns.

a1l .

A ehild cannot be as attentive to a
machine as an oider worker. And
the rate of accidents amangst ehild-

Caught in the Machine!

ren is very hiph. In the eotten milly
of the South thiz rale is 48% high-
er for children of 14 amd 215 than
for those of 16 and vver,

Industeial Accidents amd Children

Ahout half of the states Jdo net re-
cord Injuries to minors
and o figures are nob available for
Linlustrial aceldents amoengst child-
rer, DBut wo gain a painful impres-
sion of the situation from the figures
of the accidents in Pousylvania in
1923 : S

Ton working - children wnder 14
pours of age were injured b fhedr
work.

fowr, legs than 10 yours
were foilled ol Uosdr wurke

Kighty-one of thel age were per-
mienerbly diswlied ab their work.

One futndrod and fifly-twe veffer-
ed ateputootion becowse of wcotdents
their worle.

In the face of these sufferings,
Llighted hopes, Lroken lives, strug-
ples and frudtrations of the boys aud
girls, Hoover duves to say: “Thetrs
iy the previnee of joy wnd good hu-
mor,” . -

of o,

Labor Protection for Children

The child workers toil for the low-
esh owapes al the lowest grade of
worle,  The cheepness of child labor
i3 well broupht, out by the yearly per
captta wape of child workers which
amouitked to 5475 in 1923
pared with §$L562 for adult male
workers and §837 for female work-
ers.  In other werds, the child work-
er gets only one thivd as much as the
grown up male worker, And they ave
the least profected of the workers,
Twelve stutey exclude from eompen-
sation miners who arve illepally win-
ployed, - The ehild is therefore doub-
Iy cursed with havd labor and no pro-
tection. o

Six states (ineluding the industrial
¢ states of Missouri and Nerth Care-
lina) have no compensation at all.
© o Paul U. Kellogg, éditor of the Sur-
vayr, expressed the diffiewit position
of the child worker very foveefuliy:

“, . . . 8o that maiming the
child at work iz cheaper than
breaking o machine or spoiling a
hanlt of raw materials; when most
states with compensation laws base
their awards on wages, so that
the younger the worker. injured
the less the emplover has to
.+ . and when the stutes, Pennsyl-

"child labor laws in Soviet Union. In .
(the UL B, 8. R, the work of ininors un-

children than to the older workers.:

And night work is moest injuvious of

| vus rades.

sepurutely :

A5 con- |

pay .
*cially from eitics where no organiza-
vania, ameng themn, exelude fromitions exist,
compensation all childven illegally | possibility exists now to build up a
employed, thereby puttirip a prem- |large cireulation on the hasis of sub-
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ium on the outlaw cmplby:ﬁcnt of
under age boys and girds, "

P

Child Welfare in the USSR |

In contrast to the absolutely un- |
protected condition of ¢hild  labor in,

“the United States we have the manyi

der sixteen is prohibited. Special per-
mits may he granted in exceptional
cases fo minors hetween 14 and. 16,
They may not work, however; more '
‘thun four hours and are compelled
'to attend factory schools. No minors
jundler fourteen may work without a
preliminary medical examination and
lan annual periodical examination un-
til that age. Minors between sixteen
and eighteen are permitted to work
six hours. No night work is permitted
for minors under eighteen. Minors
under elghteen are prohibited from
working in o large fumber of danger-

The crisis has inereased the suf
fering of the working class children
immensely. Already we hear of case
of fainting in schools from starve
tion. If six million are undernons
izhed in “progperous” tirmes, how many
tare, undernvurished now? And th
government still limits its aid to re
seareh.

The Child in Capitalist Societ}'

There is another phase to the ques
"tien whieh nust be stressed.  That
His the attitude of the child to capital
tist society. The. child may not h
“aware of the cause for hiz misery
:Hut he learns to hate bitterly. W
 know the vole the children ean pla
“in the struggles of the working clas
C—from 8 strike to a revolution. It i
fihe task of the Commumist movement
cto win the children to the side of the
cworkers, This ean be done by haed
Jwaud intellipent work,

v Henator Beveridge saw clearly the
“dangeir to the ruling class coming
from the oppressed children. They are
-words we should never furget: “Child
Tworkers zec thofr tnferiority in Dody,
weinel el soul, euused not woebiredly
but by Lheir stavery. They are robled
cof  tntefleet, heollfy, choroeter, and
Viod's tight, and they vesent it They
tur fnto engoaes of wrath oguingt
soefety ond  breed the ancrchistie
apirett

We Must Keep
The Weekiy!

Here’s Good Work

We are now in a position to judge
the response of the workers to  the
wosltly RQevolutionary Ape anthe basis
of the results in New York and other
cities.

In New York the locrense by hDub
and the invreasing demands for the
Weekly in the various workers mar-
pleets indieates that our oviertation
Paway from g mapnzine and towards
Sthe developiient. of -a minss woeekly
Hor workers has proven corveet.
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| The chiel cause {or the increases
!
Pehalloed wp. for all sections in New
Yerk is directly due to o systematic
orpanizativty of cur distribution ma-
chinery in the seetions @l the splen-
[ diel vesponsz of our own eesrvades in
tparticipating in numerous. committess
that woent out to sell Apes at local
wihien ineotlioes, forums, debates and
workers markety (needie frades, shoe
ete).

+
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On the basis of results achieved in
New York we must urpe our. con-
racdes overywhere to organize their
“distribnlion on this basis, Not forget-
ting, of course, to coatinue to develop
stond sales. .

LR
AND SUBS TOO!

. Ancther sign of the response From
the workers to the YWeekly Roevolu-
vionary Age ig the inereasing munber
of gubscriptions which woe have re-
ceived during the last few days, vspe-

This indicates that the



