Report of the Gitlow "lour

As has been announced in the last two
jssues of the Revolutionary Age, Com-
rade Ben Gitlow, secretary of the CF-
Majority Group made g tour thru a large
part of the country in the month of
October. The lour proved to be an ex-
tremely successful one, the open meet-
ings which Comrade Gitlow heing .the
most successful vet held by our group.

The following exirvacts from Comrade
Gitlow's reports to the Natjonal Office
give a genera! view of his tour. It will
be rioted that the tour began and ended
in Philadelphia.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The tour had a successful beginning in
FPhiladelphia. On September 13 there
was a meeting with some active needle
trades workers and in the evening a
membership meeting. On the next dav
therd togk place a ratification meeting
for the Communist eandidates and in the
evening a hanquet. At noon on Septem-
her 15 there was held a “Hapds O
China®™ demonstration at City Hall Plaza
at which there were over 5000 workers
present. In the evening an open air
mesting was neld in the Negroe sectien,
at 16th and Kater, at which Comrades
Guss, - Gitlow and Rothchild Franeis
spoke, beford a very interested erowd of
over 200 MNegroes. Seventy five copies
of Revelutisnary Age were sold and over
60 names obtained. '
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THE ANTHRACITE

The economic crisis has effected the
anthracite eoal region very seriously.
Unemnployment dominates ithe whele reg-
jon. Those warking work part time.
Many miners arc making only 15 days
pay in two months. The companies are
tightening their grip on the mines and
the conditions are becoming more and
more unbearable. The contract system
is especially detested by the miners. The
Lewis machine is working hand in glove
with the gperators. Genéral pessimistn
prevailg in the rank and file and in the
Grievange Committees. A econtinuation
of these conditions is bound to force some
action on the part of the rank and file.

The coal companies are determined to
put thru a big wage cut under the new
agreement. The lack of an effective left
wing opposition in the UMWA plays
right into the hands of the hosscs and
Lewis, There is crying need for such
an organization in this region.

The Party keeps 2 crew of ineompetent
organizers whose main task it is to
slander and wilify the aetive workers.
They are working overtime to discredit
the movement. The “National Miners
Union” is dead. Its role in Pittston a-
gainst the Grievance Committee and the

now going on the CP of Sweden has scor-
el an even greater victory., Everywhere
it has increased its vote, having already
gained scores of seats in the munieipal
councils.. Nowhere have the “loyalites”
got as much as 25 < of the CP vote!
Final figures on the municipal clection:s
will he publizhed in the next issue of
the Age,

In Alsace

{On Sunday, October 12, took place the
preliminary elections for munieipal coun-
il in Strassburg, in Alsace, France
These elections proved a ivemendouns
victory for the Cowmmunist Party of
Alsace (which has. been expelled from
the Commmnist Party of France and
which adheres to the International-Con-
munjst Opposition). The preliminary
votes of the CP amounted to 9000 a
considerable inereaze over its previous
vota. '

The vietory of the CP was espedially
marked over the Social-democrats. In
the section East Corarade Schall of the
CP received 1,600 votes méve than the
Becial-demoerat Hincker. In the section
West the Soclal-demoerat was beaten
by 1,200 votes. And so on. A particu-
larly miserable showing was made by
the little loyalite “Communist Pariy”
in Alsace which received less than 1,500
votes az against 9,000 of the CP-Opposi-
tion. ’
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strike has embittered the rank and file

Our group is naking good headway
in the anthraciie, Loecal 1616 of the UM
WA passed our resclution and later in-
troduced it inte the General Grievance
Committee of the Lehigh Valley Coal Ca.
copsisting of & local unions comprising
over 12,000 members. It passed there.
The Federation of the Anthraeite Slov-
enian National Benefit Society consist-
ing of approximately 10 hranches and
about 1,500 members also adopted our
resclution,

Our meeting in Luzerne on Oetoher 3
was well attended. Over G0 workers were
present. The banquet the following day
was a very good affair. In spite of the
very hard times the colleetion at the
banquet amounted to $53; at the mass

meeting $12.
*

DETROIT, MICH.

Detroit has been very soverely hit by
the economiie erisis. The politicaians and
business men of the city are extremely
worried about the situation. All kinds
of promizes are made, all kinds of in-
effectual schemes are proposed. The
Mayor’s committee on unemployment is
a huge Joke. Its first job was to register
one unemploved worker from a family
In a few days 80,000 unemployed regis-
tered. The City Coumcil appropiated
$20,000 to aid the unemployed but it
was allocated to pay the salaries of the
ward heelers and petly politicians hired
by the Mayor’s committce. There are
dozens of Lread lines all gver the city.
About a third of those on the bread lines
arc Negroes. The conditions among the
Negroes are Trightfuol.

The petty bourgeoisie has been hard
hit by the econcmic crisis and by the
swoep of the chain stores. Thousands
of stores are empty, S0 are thousands
of flatz. There are approximately 200,
£00 unemploved in Detroit. The auto-
mobile industry is at a standstill. Ford
who is employing half his crew has gone
to a two day and 2 two and a half day
basis. : :
These conditions are making the work-
ors think. The Party pelicy has com-
pletely diséredited the Communists. This
is to be seen on every side. -

The group meeting in lletroit tock
tlace on Oetober 8. On Oclober 9 tock
place our open meeting. There were
175 workers present, including 20 Party
members who gave keen attention and
gave appreciative approval to the pro-
posals to organize a broad unemployment
movement. Comrade William Miiler was
chaimnan. A large number of workers
handed in their names as contacts.
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CHICAGO, ILL.

Tnempleyment has hit Chicago and hit
it hard. At nights the parks and via-
ducts are crowded with hungry, homeless
jobless men. The newspapers are full
of it. Here, as everywhere clse, i cap-
italist America, no genuine relief is pro-
posed. The wealthy are very much wor-
ried over the situation. . . .So they have
made a proposal to open up Cook Coun-
ty jail to the uncmploved—a place un-
fit for any kind of human habitation.
The labor mavement in Chicago is almeast
ecompletely in the grip of the gangster-
racketeer-labor faker combination. Union
conditions, wages and hours have broken
down. There is much dissatisfaction a-
mong the workers.

The line of the Communist Party here
is a crazy sectarian onc—as cverywhere
clsc. They -have attempted to organize
a couple of printers into a new printers
union and a few milk drivers inte a new
food workers union. Thelir policy is macs
work and in the mass organizations such
ag tg make it impossible to take any
advantage of the favorable conditions.

Gur group in Chicago is taking on life
and activity. The prospects are for
better work and more results.in Chicago.
We had a group meeting on Octaber 12,
Our open mesting took place on October
11, 1930. It certainly was a surprisc.
There were 83 workers and 3 dicks pres-
ent. There were about 10 Party members
and & Trotskyites there. The enthu-
tasm and spirit of the meeting conld
not have been hetter. The Party tried to
run a ecunter mecting but failed. They
called a campaign mesting in a hall pear-

by but enly 5 were present and prac-

tically all party members.
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SUPERIOR, WIS.

In Superior everybody was busy in
preparation for the Naticnal Convention
of the Cooperative League of Narth
America which was just to open in Su-
perior on October 16, The Gentral Co-
operative Exchange has been growing
stronger and making good greund in the
period sinee the Communist Party buro-
erats expelled the lcading communists in
the ecoopcrative movement ( Halonen,
Hayes, ete.) and broke with the coopor-
ative movement and its leaders with the
result of destroying its own prestige and
completely  diserediting  itself. The
cooperative Jeaders have established the
control thruout the movement, have or-
ganized a well-funetioning Cooperative
Youth League and Women's Cooperative
Guild and have set up unity comumitfces
in every town in the region. Om the
cve of the cooperative convention the
Tyomies (Party Finnish paper) came
out with a full blast that Gitlow had
come to Superior to cement an “alliance”
hetween Warbasse, Falonen and the
“Lovestoneites!”

On October 15 there took place an open
meeting ot Superior in the Woplers
Hall. A. J. Hayes wag chairman. There
were over 150 workers present, more
than were present when Gitlow was in
Superior in 1928 as vice-presidential can-
didate.

In every way the meeting was an ox-
cellent one. There was also a conference
with the leading Communist funetion-
aries in the cooperative movement in

which the questions of trade union work

and the laber pariy were promiincnt.
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HARTEFORD, CONN.
In Hartford there tock place 2 group
meeting and an open air mecting on
Oclober 20.
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BOSTON, MASS.

In Boston there took place a group
meeting on Qctober 190 It was Imposs-
ible 1o hold an open meeting because of

time.
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BALTIMORE, MD.

In this. ity there was a meeting ar-
ranged by the Liberal Club of Johns
Hopkins University en Octoher 23, The
subject was the situation in the trade
union movement. The next day I ap-
peared before Bakers Loeal No, 209 of
the AF of L which domaled %10 to the
Revolutionary Age in its struggle. Om
the same evening there took plave a good
vpen meeting.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA,

In FPhiladelphia on October 26 there
took place the sesond Conferemce for
the Defense of the Labor Press called to
regist the government attack on the Eew
olutionary 4ge. There were 23 delegates
present, practically all not members of
pur group., Among them were 8 Negro
delegates. The confevence was.very sue-

eessful. On October+ 25 there was ban-

quet at which 85 workers were present,
25 Negrocs among thenl. There was also
a group meeting in Philadelphia.

Results of the Elections

{Continued from page 3)

ent situation is the defeats that the
Jabor movement, cspecially its advanced
sections, have suffered in the last fwe
years—the loss of strikes, the smashing
of lanbor arganizations, the weakening of
the lzbor movement generally, Not the
Jeast of the factors in this direction was
the catastrophically sectarian and adven-
turist policies of the Copmmunist Party.
All in all the results in the elzctions cer-
tainly did not indicate the “wide-spread
and deep-going radicalization” we have
all heard ahout.

The Comnmunist Party has shown itself
unable to make good its campaign of
bluff and bonbast of the last yéar and a
half. The gain registered in the clee-
is eertainly there. But how can a voic
of 15,000 in New Vork City be matched
with the 125,000 workers who were sup-
poced o have rallied around the Parly
in New York on March 67 with the
“igpores of thousands™ who were supposed
t0 have rallisd an May Day, on August 1
on Septemnber 1 and who “packed Mad-
ison Sq. Garden” so many times? With
all due allowance for-foreign-born, ete.,
the discrepancy must certainly be ex-
pPlained!
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Yhat is the analyeis of the Daily Worker
of the elections? In the editorial on
Wovemmber 6, there iz not 2 word about

the signifieance of the elections in rela-

tion to the two-party system! A com-
plete misunderstanding of the signifi-
cance of the SP vote! The very same
people who were so ready to consider the
vote for Al Swith in 1928 as a sign of
“radicalization” refuse to look upon a
worker who breaks with Tammany and
votes Socialist -ag moving to the left!
They completely iniss the ebjective sig-
nificance of the Socialist wvote because
of the very true fact that the 3P js real-
Iv a bourgecis workers party. Above all
there is no attempt made to square the
high-flown talk of the “revolutionization®
of the workers with the actual vote. The
editorial declares:

“Only those who voted against the
demceratic and ‘socialisi’ candidates,
as well az Republican, ean be counted
as representing a definite move to the
left of the American working class.”
So, the “move to the left” is limited

to a few thousand workers thruout the
country! Where then are the “million
masses moving to the left?” This re
mains the inseluble cortradiction of the

Daily Worker!

The ¢lections put more clearly than
ever as the main task before the Ameri-
ean working ¢lass the breaking of the
vieious eircle of the two-party system
and the initiaton of the first step in the
direction of independent working class
politieal action. That is why the Labor
Party (or the Farmer-Laber Party) rises
as an issue more immediate and current
than ever. It is now clearer than it has
been for many vears that the first step
in the direction of the political formation
of the proletariat as a class will take
place thru the strugele for and the form-
ation of a Labor Tarty.

IN A TERRIBLE PLIGHT

The Richmond Council of Hocial A-
oeneies two years ago appointed & Negre
Welfare Survey Comumittee to study the
conditions of the Negroes in Richmend,
Va. The report of thiz body, just made
publie, makes the following significant
findings:

(1} “In every division of human
welfare the position of the Negro
was Immensely dizzdvantazgeous, and
accordingly perhaps dangerous. .. .7

{2y “From the evidence before it
the comunitice agrees, first, that the
inferior economic status of Richmond
Negroes eonsiitute their most funda-
mental and pressing problem and is
related directly and inexarably to
every other social preblem of the
EYOUP. . . o+ 4

(3) The report Turther cmphasizes
that the Negroes are for the most
part the lowest pald and that conly
unzkilled oeeupations are open - to
them.

{4 The Negroes arve forced to live
in the poorer streets, in houses often
unfit for habitation, overcrowding
prevails; rent exorbitantly high.

(5] ‘“Often the mothers are obliged
to supplonent the fathers’ earnmings
by work away from home.”

{6) There are very few recreational
facilities for cither children or adults.

The report coneludes by emphasizing
that the high death rates and “delin-

quesey” are ¥ne to these mizerable con-

ditions forced upon the Negroes. The
findings offer a. seathing indictment of
the horrible situation in which the Nag-
o asses especially find  thomselves
under American capitalist democracy.
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