Before the A, F. of L. Convention

The A.F.of L.Conventionandthe Left Wing

The Jubilee Convention of the Amer-
iean Federation of Labor will open in
Boston on October 8, 1930, It will mark
the fifticth anpiversary of the crganiza-
tion. The event is bound to be of great
importance, especially from an historieal
point of view.

In the eourse of fifty years the organi-
zation has gone thru many changes. It
hasz now left behind its early history of
struggle and organization. As a logleal
rasuli of the policies of its reactionary
affriala-we it hag become the seat of re-
action within the laber movemecnt.

The develapment of Amerjcan imper-
jalism—particularly in the post-war per-
jod—has brought about many changes
in the crganization. Precisely because
thi A. F. of L. has been an organization
largely of skilled workers has it so easily
fallen under the influenee of U. 8. im-
perialism. The fabulous super-profits of
Awmerican imperialism made it possible
for the capitalists fo favor some sections
of the skilled workers and to widen the
chasm between the skilled and the mil-
“iens of unskilled and semi-skilied wheo
comprise the large army of the unor-
ganized in most of the basic and strateg-
i¢ industries in the United States. In
this process the hegemony of American
capitalism over the labor burceracy be-
came practically complete. The labor of-
ficialdom, by and large has come into
the fold of American imperialism. The
Greens and the Walls are the direet
agents of imperialism in the labor move-
ment, doing 1he bidding of Wall Street
at beck and call.
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The A. F. of L. Cobvention takes place
aft a time when the coumtry is in the
throes of a very severe economic erisis.
The economic crisis has blasted the hol-
low contentions of American capitalism
that it has sclved the guestion of econ-
omic erisis and, as Hoover so glibly put
it, can insure "permanent prosperity.”
It has blasted ihe new “wage theories”
of ghe A. F. of L. burocracy that mass
production plus high wages are the foun-
dation of American prosperity. It has
exploded the myth that mass production,
the Yord plan, with its speedup and ef-
ficieney labor-saving methods guarantee
a good living to the American workers
for all time to come. The memnbership
of the A. F. of L. has been very badiy
hit by the crisis. Unemplovment has
reached unprecedented heights, wapges
are being cut, unions are being smashed,
With zbeut six million anemployed, with
a technological uncmplovment of over
one million driven out of industry by ra-
tionalization, with part time employment
and “vacatlon without pay”™ becoming a
more and miore prominent feature of
American industrial life, with wage cub-
ting the order of the day and capitalist
reaction growing day by day, ithe buro-
cracy of the A, F. of L. will find it very
diffieult at the Jubilee Convention to put
conviction into their praises of the rule
of American capiial, of the policies of
collaboration and cooperation with the
capitalists. In the light of the prevailing
conditions as they effect the workers, in-
cluding the workers in the A, F. of L. the
support of the officialdom for rationaliza-
tion and for the Houver economic pro-
gram will lack positiveness and power
to deceive that it had in the period of so-
called prosperity.
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The appearance of Herbert Hoover at

the Convention will be of great import-.

ance. He came to greet the Convention
in the name of American capital and fo
¢nlist the support of the A. F. of L, for
the foreign and domestic policies of 1.
8, imperialism. Thru Huover's appeai-
ance the Hoover-Green “no strike” pact
will receive the official sanction of the
A. F. of L. thru the Convention. Thus
the stamp of approval will he given ta
wage cuts, increased’ speed-up, union
smashing capitalist reaction. _

In tha face aof acute unemployment
and with no prospects of immediate re-
lief, the statement of William Green,
president of the A. F. of L. against any
sort of unemployment insuranece is a
very fitting prelude to the Jubilee Con-
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vention and to Mr. Hoover's appearance
as a spokestmen at a labor gathering.
More than anything else, this stand of

Green’s exposes the antl-labor character -

of the reigning burceraecy of the A F.
of L. '
L] * *

The discontent and unrest among the
three million members of the A. F. of L.
iz growing by leaps and bounds. If it re-
acted to the prevailing situation and to
the conditions of its membership as a la-
bor organization should, the A, F. of L.
Convention would present no such pie-
tare. The burecracy will meet compla-
coenily and speak on behalf and in fhe
name of labor without fear of contradic-
tion or ¢pposition. Within the A, F. of
L. there is practically no organized left
wing oT opposition to the reactionary bu-
rocracy—and this at a time when there
exists so much discontent with things as
they are and with the course of the hu-
rocracy. The once powerful left wing has
been liquidated by the policies of Trade
Union Unity League which, well over a
vear ago, abandoned left wing activity
within the A. F. of L. unions and adopted

the DeLeonist poliey of building new

unions and deserting the millions of or-
ganized workers.

The consideration of the A. F. of L
membership as 2 reactionary mass and
of work in the A. F. of L. as uscless is
based 0 the premise that American im-
perialism is in a position.to keep satis-
fied the three million memhbers of the
conservative uniors. Such a conception
is the very reverse of the truth, especial-
ly today, and every development in the
lahor movement shows this,

What the TUUL has destroved must
he built up again. A harp turn must
be made in policy if & militant rark and
file oppusition is to be developed once
more at a time when there is more need
than ever for such an opposition move-
ment. The hast way to greet the A. F.
of L. Corvention jg to rajse the cry:
“Buek into the 4. F. of L. and the exist-
ing witions!” “Orgonice-o rank and File
movement to oust the renctiomary offi-
cieldom, o fight for o miliiani program
against class collaboration, and o make
the cxisting unions militant organiztiions
on behalf of the workers!”

On what program shall all progressive
and militant trade union forces be unit-

WHAT THE A. F. OF L. WAS ORGANIZED FOR...

Wheteas a struggle is going on in all the pations of the civilized
world between the oppressors and the oppressed of all countries, a styug-
gle between the capitalist and the laborer, which grow in intensity from
vear to year, and will work disastrous results to the toiling milliens if they
are not combined for their mutnal protection and benefit;

It, thercfore behooves the representatives of the trade and labor
unions of America, in convention assembled, to adopt such measures and
disseminate such principles ameong the mechanics and laborers of our
country as will permanently unite them to secure the recognition of
rights to which they are justly entitled; .

We, therefore, declare ourselves in favor of the formation of thoro-
going Federation, embodying every trade and labor organization in Amer-
ica, organized under the trade union system.

(From the resolution en the formation of the
American Federation of Labor, 1881},

Is There a Change of Line?

About the Trade Union Policy of the Party

In many sections of the Paxty member-
ship and sympathizers the impression
has arisen that the mnew trade union

.course of the Party and of the Com-

intern (or shall we say anti-trade union
course) has been undergoing a change
in the right direction of late. This im-
pression is striking testimony to the keen
desire for a chunge felt in the ranks
of the Communists i this country; un-
fortunately, however, it iz hardly justi-
fied by the facts.

The Party comrades and sympathizers
who helieve a change of course is tak-
ing plagce peint to a so-called “right
about face” that was supposed to have
taken place fn the Party policy on the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers {at first
the TUUL was “against” participating
in the AQW plections—then the TUUL
decided “for™}. They call attention fa
the recent articles of Johnstone advocat-
ing "“working in the unjons”, to the ru-
mors that the RILT Congress is “in fav-
or of working in the unions”, and so on.
They note the editorial answer to the
Daily Worker to a silly article of Sam
Darey on the AF.L. in which answer
the necessity for “working in the A. F.
of L." is emphasized. And so on . .

But, as we mentioned, the appedrances
are very superficial; unfortunately the
old linc ‘remains absolutely unchanged
fundamentally. What iz the objective
of Leninist trade union work? To go
into the trade unions, to work in and
build and strengthen the unions, to win
the eonfidence of the membership, to cap-
ture the unions, to cust the reactionary
officials, to revolutionize the unions.
What -are the objectives that the new

Party course puts before those whom it
urges to work in the 4. F. of L.7F We
quote from the Puily Werier editorial
reply to Darey (August, 1%, 1830):

“Revelutionary workers must ear-
ry on thejr activities within the A
F. of 1. for the building of the rev-
alutionary trade unions.’

In other words the Party line is to go
inta the A. I, of L. unions to break them
up (they are supposed to he “company
unions™) and to get the members of the
unions to join the imaginary paper “rev-
elutionary unions” of the TUUEL.

The Leninist view is: Go inte ths
untons fo win them! The ultra-left sec-
tarian view is: {ro fnto ifte unions to
gmragh themf

No greater difference could be possi-
ble!

JTUST OUT...

Indispensable Matertal on the Indian
Revolution

INDIA IN REVOLT

Material and Documents on  the
Struggle of the Indian Masses
for Freedem

15€C

REVOLUTIONARY AGE
63 Madison Ave. - New York City.
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gram:

On the following immediate pro-

1. For unemployment insurance!

2. Against wage-cuts)

3. Against the class collaboration poli-
cies of the reactiomary officialdom!

4. For amalgamation of the craft unions
into industtia] unions!

3, Agpainst the so-called “non partisan®
policy of the A. F. of L. in political
action! For a Labor Partyd

6. For the organization of the unot-
ganized!

Against  militarism. jmperialism, and

=]

the danger of war!
8, For the recognition of the Sovier

Ulnion!

The Jubilece Convention of the A, F.
of L. will play a truly sigrificant and
historieal role if the danger of its reac-
tionary, pro-capitalist, pro-imperialist
pourae will gerve {o arouse and to bring
together 2]l those forces of opposition
working for rebirth of a powerful lefi
wing opposition moveament in the Ameri-
can labor uniens!

NEW FORCES FOR OUR
GROUP
{ Contisteeed from page 2}
the Negro orgazizer of the Party, Com-
rade Huizwood, and how a fow days
later he reeceived an “invitation™ from
Comrade Briggs to come fo “see™ him.
At the same time rumors began to be
spread that Comrade Francis was a
A gvestoneite”, At this time, as Comrade
Franeis points out, “T never saw Com-
rade Lovestone and therefore eould not
have held any conversation with  him.
Weither was ] acquainited with any of
his supporiers or with 1he main issue of
the controversy.” Comrade Fraceis then
recounts how aftempts were made fo
diseredit him with rwoners about his TLI)
tour, a campaign which ihe National Of-
fice of the JLI} officially “disavowed™.
Then c¢ame the order from Otto Huis-
wood, the Negro oyganizer for ibe Party,
that Comrade Francis “muat discontinue
work for the ANLC until he had report-
ed to him”. This order was issued just
before a meeting of the ANLC loeal to
which Comrade T'raneis had succeeded in
petting nine new menibers, Comrade
Franeis left the mecting. Thercupon...)

The ANLC lost nine membera. Today
it has ten on paper—elght white and two
Negroes—aend does pot funetjon,

{Then followed, as Comrade Franecis
explains, an interview with Herbiert,
Newton, the natjonal secretary of the
ANLC...)

The intorview waz fiery to say the
least. The conrade promizcd to write me
the next day. I am still waiting for that
letter. -

A week or two later for special reas-
ons I wrote an article on  the Virgin
Islands. Ceriainly, under the circumstan-
cos mentioned, T weuld not send it to the
Daily Warker. It was zent to the Revo-
Iutionary Age and accepted. Immediate-
1y I received the long delaved reply from
the Control Commission to appear at the
Natiopal Office to dizenss my member-
ship in the Brooklyn Party scetion, in
spite of the fact that my memberzhip
there had already bren rejected!

From the experiences outlined I came
to the canclusion that wmy place is in the
CP-Majority Group. There I propose to
stay until misleadership and fanatieism
be replaced by ability, expericnee, and
comimoen sense in the ranks of the Com-
munist movoment in the United States.

ROTSCHILD FRANCIS
Septamber 12, 1930,

A LETTER
_Sept. 23, 1930,

Dear Comrade:- o
I am scnding vou 50 cents for the.
movement., Sorry I cannut send you ainy
more, 1 am working only 2 to 3 dav,z 5
weck. As foon as ihe work piekc. up 1
will send you more. I will try b5 collect
from friends money for the m- yvement.
L. ALARON
Milw..aukee, Wisc.



