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The Paterson Strike and the Communists

Paterson-A Test of Polic

by Ben Gitlow

This is the first of a series of articles by Ben Git-
low on the Paterson Strike.

The strile of the silk workers in Paterson, which
sturted o thoe cud of ILLl\ 1931 and which laszed thuee
ponths, jnvolved over 7000 workers. The sirike was
mch more sicuificant than the nutniber of the workers
fvelyved would indicate.

The strike wis-of very great importinee 1o the
warking clazs beeause it atiorded the working cluss an
Upp{;rLllmt‘. of e'tmralmg the results of the dgpllumon
of diffvrent trade nwion pohuc Espueeially ar this
tisne, when the labor novencuat 13 50 dewmoralized, when
splits and dissension rend the milizant and revalution-
ary forees in the tradye unions, when extreniy reactiof-
ary policies and leadeczlip dominate the unions, 15t
necessary to weigh soberly ard obJErLI\\ elv trade woion
poticies and tactivs. Precisely at a timy wher possio-
st engul{s the waorkers, when prowresgive .md mlhhmt
leadershin s ac]xm&,, is there manifest smong revol-
tionaty and leit wing workers an eager readiness o
and tactics as inmel-
fective and tseless and 1o adopt new oues which pram-
ise ranid effectiveness. Lupaticsce and fallure to arlend
to the hard, difficulr and often very disagrecalile tas
in appm‘u.]un Sangd winning the trade wuion mazses,
is generally back of e will-o'wizp policy o1 .1bamlu"-
ing thé trade uuions and losing oncs i oao-call

“revolutionury phreses” ]
* * *
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FORCES IN THE PATERSON STRIKE
The line-up in Patecson vers cleaviy demongteated
the

this.  The fo'lowing clashing foree: goperated o

Faterson strike;
1. There were

¥ ouuion ios

two contlio

The Natioua Lextile Workers Union, clabu
o revolutionary, industrial union of texbile works
This wonion oz wnder Comouunist Parte boadecs

tb) The Amerivan Federsion of Libor unisss wh
logmation o the '
o Workers and the

Sk Workers of
P =oAL B

and cose-

worlers tocals of the LUnited e
Ledlopedent union—the  Azspciaied
Adprorie The teadzvship, of the

of L, union: wys lu the ol ooeonservalivy

Twa Ceni
aificial Coounoud
s trade union policics 'hl‘ll i
ces Lnin, Conuausize
ing upon » wolicy of u.1it_~.

(Majort

T |
aned wo

the o g ounioni revardless of bow couns
: thev oy, haopien o g, was parn of the
simibce loadersisn o1 the 'ul';l]c'atu':ucd Aol ad L ounisns

Navioo:n] Texole Worlers
Union cisinwed v Tepresent a ted front dfroie bo-
of oreanizations buf of individea! worlo
The so-cabled “Urited Front Geseral Sirite Cuw'u.
e was mede up of workers Laodd- I_lILLLd by the led-
ership of the Communist Party,

The steikie of the A bLoi L sonadgamoted unjons
represewsod o wiited front of organizetions and was
represenlative of all eleients b the labar meverient,
It included the fovals of Textiie Workers

3 Fle Conmununist-led 3

she Uuired
ard the Azsovinted Silk Worliers, the Commanise ar-
ty {(Majority Crouwp) and the Conference for Prage
Action. o dhe geeceral siothe comoditec
and in the serike leadershipy were included leit wing
worlers, Commnumsts, progeessives, Socialisis, Souial-

£5-

ist Laubor pavly mewmbers, anes \,t!'at.}, syndicalists, and
fortiter micibers of the 1WA In other word;, it
represcited a genuine united fruu‘. action from the
most reactionary leadership of the A F. of L. 1o the

revolutionary working class leadeeship of the Conunu-
nist Party-{Aajacity Group). The st of trade union
pelicies is mnest sharply. amd clearly broeelt out o the
clashe of polidics of the two Commmrunist forees in Mat-
ersan, the official Counuunist Pacty and the Conuaoeu-
nist Party (Alaiority Grouw).
£, 0% %
TWO POLICIES

The oificia] Comununist Pargy leadership polmes

Paterson were the following:

"1 There can be no unity betwesn the Nationa!
Textile Waorkers Union and the A, T of L. unions The
AT ol Lo is 4 company wnion, u 110:-::(.: wHion; it st
be swushed and destroyed,

2 Al elements in the alior wovement who do
not fully endaorse the Conununist position in the trade
unions nst be fought as envmies of the Working
cldsy, strike-breakers wnd agents of the bosses.

3. Opposition Lo wnited iront action agaiust the
baosses, ] .

4. dluking the - lmpediate political and factional
objectives of thy Commupist Party leadership, the iirst
and foremost consideration of the strike led by the Na-
tionul Textile Workers Uuion,

5. Resorting to blelf, outragrous sknder, boast-
ing and gross-cxaggeration in u desperaie effort to bol-
sler up its doal winion, sphttig, dividing pelicy,

Y The policy of the Comnn_mist Farty  (Alajority
Group) expressed itself in Paterson us Eollo\\S'

1. The Drgmu-‘ul workers i the trade wnions re-
present a foree that can be stimolated and wmebilized
for nction against Ll Basses. The tende unjon burogra-

“of capitiison

o and the mwentberskip of the trade uwnions: ure not
identical. The existing A F. of L. oand renetionary
nnions are not anki-working class argunizations even tho
their ceactionary lemdersbip utilize thom in the seryvice
Adverse seousmiv conditiens are Lound
to affect the trade union membership.  The Commu-
wists, uililants aned progressives, if they are o give
leaderzing 1o the trade ueion masses and salvanize
ther i action mwst waorl inzide the trade unions in a
construetive and net desteuctive manner,  The trade
wiiens of the A, F.ooof 1. amd others of similar type
are oot compioy witiens Lut guite the cont:ﬁr\ i
erveir of polential working elass strength and aclioo
dealust the m,)lml b5, provided wilitant leadersiip s
given 1o the trade voion wazzes Such Seadorship caon
only be given by the wifitants, radicals, p,'ug_:'rc-_:sivus
amd Communizts going e the trade wnions sed oot
Ly running out of them.

The Comminnist Packty {Alajority Groupld woried
i the Fagerson strike in the mmadgumaszed AL F, of L.
andons.  In the Paterzon atrike the Commnize Farty
Alajority Groupl zuceeeded 1o hasing three wembeors
an the geoneral strike concittee of the A Fooof Tl
atalgireated anions who were ina poiities to aive wiil-
tant deaderzhip to the nasses, Thew were EN ller,
farmer pattonal sceretary of the  XNatlonal Testile
Warkers Unilon, who was expoticd oy that voioo
Charles Zimmerman, and the weiter of this arricle,

LA T

2, The united front of organizdtions and forees on
# Lrogrant of streggie against the Bosszes 13 necessary

for the grearess wobilization and most olective action
neaingt the hoizes. o Paterson, the Communizt Foarty
alajority Groupd Orse raized the guestion of the unit-
el front dn confer with representatives of the
Conference for Progressive Labor Action (3wt
Groupt and of the loguls of the United Textile Work-
ers and the Azzociated 3k Workera.

LoE

3.0 Lary o :Ilt of the workers i3 gsgsencial
1 othe sere posses, Lo aterzon the
Caon . - Croup) worked for unity.
Al ar forwiacd by the Corme-
noniEr sy pred by the AL
F,oor B oamalvmnatod owion: weee red utm by t:,. ai-

fivial Connunisy Pacey deade el b
Ip Parterzon, therciore, it

witd o boat
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ADMIS3IONS OF FAILURE

Patersan w:\-.cl af the clemnical laboratory of the
clivsz ol the tosts w wade, The re-
sults thit the offcial Conunaeisy Party seadership
mast admit izs failure o Paieeson. It ady its l-

Nre in 1l reeent resolution of tiwe Trade Twion Un
Leggue s iollows: “[u the Paterson strike at a cer-
tain stuwe we lost this initistive becavse of the slaw-
ness and Lesitation o carrving thow the corsect lie
adopted fn othe struggle wdzainst the Musteite-Citiow
s s
Hurrison Goorme, in the Daily Worker, adinizs the
fatlave o lin'e more erudely, auswering a guery
Wlat bas happened to the Paterson Swike
Fle writes: “Fiestly, we don't knaw cither what
bas beconne of the Puaterson sirike, MMaylbe there
never wis i sftrilie sud we justimowinzed it. May-
be there was and mayvbe t's still on, We don't
know aud it seems doubtful whether the organte-
cr of it knows cither. Marbe, et threre Just
ain't any National Textile Workees Union at all,
Mavbye its what the philesophers call o social
et And maybe finally the Trade Union Uricy
Leugue might do somethieg aboeul it”

Fuilure, defvar, pessistnism for & policy tlhat lesls
to nowlere but demoralization and isolation!
T e & ox
EECOGNITION OF SUCCESS
How abour the policy of the Comounus: Parcty

(Majority Group)?

The Moathly Labor Review of the Departmient oi
Labor reports:

SILK WORKERS, New Jerser.—The serikies
of Juiv 22 and fuly 27 iovelving some 8000 tex-
tile workers silll continue, bur wive promise of an
early amicable scttlement.  On Septoanber 13 1t
was estiinated that gpproxunately 4,000 workers
had retuceed to their plants with satisfuctory re-
adjustent of the wage schedoles on the basiz of
4 compromise, with recognition of the union and
a dd-hour week, These seetlements, it is undess
stood, apply to the workers affiliated witlo the As-
cociuted Silk Workers and the Unied Testile
Workers,

The policy of worlduy inside the trade uwions, of
the united front, of unity, was not a wilb-o"-the-wisp, a
wyth, T brought results and orpanization,  That i3
what counts. )

The second article in this series, entitled “The Ini-
tiative in Paterson' will appear next week.






