Norman Thomas Discovers Americal VI -

What Mr. Thomas Proposes

Norman Thomas says: “Vielence arise)
ing as a result of national war and hreak-
ing imto class war would result in such
a calastrophe that T have no idea what.
would cmerge.”” '

That ts a frank and honest statement.
1 15 the kernel of the Narman Thomas
pasition.  According to Themas  the
greatest calamity would be for the work-
2rs 10 turn a capitalist {national) war
into a class war (proletarian revelution ).

Norman Thomas views as 4 catastrophe
an armed working class using s power
to make a revolutinn to wipe out capis
aalist rule.  Certainly thar would bhe a
terrible catastraphe for Norman Thom-
as. He would have Lo accept working
ctass ruic or sufler the doom of the capi-!
tatists. He would not be bree as a bard
siting on a limb to chirp all day long L!aci
gloties of capitalist democracy, while mil-|
lions slarve in the midst of plenty, while
the sound ol palicemen’s clubs and the,
patle of Builets claim the worker wier |
tims in the hattle for hread, while mo-
therhond (s rahhed of its joys, while the
Moveer of working class youth is stunted,
dwarfed, crippled and distorted for life
in eapilalist industry, while the masses
of workers are deadencd intellectually,
kept in ignorance and polhuted Ty capis
talist apengies of religion, schoaol and
press, while prosiintion, gralt, corrupe
tion, dishoncsty are regarded as wirtues,
and loyally 1o the poor and hoanesty ol
convieion iz a crime.  The essence af
capitalism is ruthless violence againsl the
working class. Its logic is the actuzl, the !
true, the real catastranhe, hell of li_;'e
for workers during  saccalled  capitalist
“prace” time and a-hell of death during
capitalisl war-time, )

Becanse Norman Thamaz loves capilals
fam so pnch, broanse il permits him o
weave phrases and 1o offer them as con-
striclive, wise ]]1'0pn5a]5, a5 A way DUk
af  Sociabism  thru resslution,  NMorman
Thamas, the “Secinlist”, rejects Marx-
s, tefects the class stimggle, vejects a
working - clase revelution against capital-
i,

ok o
. Hiz “Way Ou®

Tnseead he affers to the workers of
Amwerica his oam propram. Jel us exant

ine hiz way om {or Aumerice.

Now can ane expeel Worman Thomas
to wovk out a pragram (or the working
class of the United States when his whele
conceplinn nf the average American is a
petty  bourgeois conception, the concep-
tion of Mam Street, of the small busis
ness men. e writes ol the Caluin
Caolidge “prosperity” period the Inllawr-
ing: “The average American sl pre-
ferred working others Lo productive la-
Bor”  Is the averape American an &
ployer of -labor, a business man, ar a
worker who engages in productive lahor
wntil e s incapacitated or diss? My
Thomas evidently docs not speak of the
averape Amcrican whe is a warker bt
of the average American s a small
merchant or masnfactorer, wha hopes
ilyn  the cxploitatidn ol fabor 1o get
where the Dup capitalists are  MNorman
Thomas's program rellects the interests
of these “averape  Americand”,  these
wonld-be big  capitalists,

Naormar Thomas bepins with the idea
that the workers can galn mare thru
Amrrican capitalist democracy than thrn
warking class action and revolotion, To
prove his contention he makes the el
Towing statement:

v "Here we o ean at leagt. poing ant

that ewen in pluteeratic Aameorica nar

litical democracy has acquired without
vevolution the tight 16 impose a most
unwelcome income tax on the rich
which opens the door ia some real
shift in coonomic power and  privic

lege™ .

Bnfore American capilalist des
mocracy, political democracy as Norman
Theamas ealls it, adopted the incame tax,
Turopean  capitalist  governmentr, af
kings, emperors and Kalsers with  auto-
eratic pawer, had found it expedient
and necessary 1o adopl income [ax mexs
ures. Bul in no instance has Lhere come
25 a resull of this measure some real shift
in ecapnmic power and privilege, The
incame tax didn’t stap the growth of
millionaires and lessen poverty in the
TInited Stales. The Recka{ellos andd
Morgans rersnin, Tn epite of the income
tix they have hecome more powerful
ane wealthier, The governmental power
Tas not shifted away from the speciaily
privileged. Tt ix taday & more repacious,
meaTe l‘(‘:lcll'rmar}', more  brutal
Tweaking cahitalist faree than it was when
the ineome tax was first passed, Bt il
this is not such a convincing proal of the
eflecliveness  of  capitalist  demacracy,
Norman Thomas ofers yan this one:

“Withant straining anduly the {ar

from perfect apalogy  hetween  the
struggle of an unprivileged sex and
a semewhal simdar strupple of dispor
sesied elnsser and nations, it tay be
said that the emancipation of wam-
et without war—save in s thetorical
sense, is wolth consideration by thoan
wha would dispose af the possibility
of peace simply on the hass af the
vnwillingness pf 2 privileged proup
te renounce. power and privilege”

The abave reminds me ol the Tidle
adage: I at fiest yon don’t snceeed, by,
tey, apain. MNeorman Thamas waets o
say: I men pave wamen the voto with-
out a fight, then we can expeet the capi-
talists to give up their privileges withouoe
a Might.,  DBut owen watnen sodlrape was
not gained without n viclent strupele. Thut
women sulfrape dill oot invalee the tik-
jng away of privileses from the canitals
ists. It did nat challanpe the cconomic
hase of capilalisny. Te expeet the capds
talists te mive up their privileged pos
tan without o firht 15 to fly in the {2
of Listory and plaring facts. A strike
today Tor a few cents moré pay, for
shorter hours, for recotnitinn of  the
wnion, hecomes a veritable battle ficld
with tear hombs, machine guns, Cossacks,

strike- !

police, militia.  In Pennsylvania taday

by ‘Blen ‘Gitlow

the soif is ged with the hlood of edal min-
ers> No, Norman Thomas, you affer no
convincing arpuments | that the so-cafied
democracy of the U, 8§ government can
Be used  cfectively for  the workers
against capitalisn, It is the bub of the
capitalist wheel keeping it logeither. 1t
is its most eflective agency of terrocism,
suppression’ and  viclence  against  the
wirkers in the maintenance of its power
and privilepe, The capitalist povernment
af the U 5 will fipht to the last diteis
to maintain the power, privileges and rale
of the capilabists,.
. K
Mild Lileralissy

Maorman Thomas i for consumers cor
operatives, for government ownerghip of
cortain basie industries, for the singh
tax, for free vade then o gradual reduoe.
tion of 1ariifs, (or income and iMheritance
taxes,  He ds [or the attainment of these
relprms in a-mitd gradual mannce. He is
alse {or . the recagnilinn of the Sowict
Unian, {or the United States hecoming
part of the Leapue of Nations and {or the
wiping owt of wir debis, There is noth-
ing Sncialistic in his program.  The ik
erals ean accepl it.  LaFalleite is even
meore radical,

Writing of puablic ownership Norman
Thomas cxpresses himeeld  as Tollows:
“H it comes peacelubly it wedl—indesd it
must—enme gradually,” Morman Than-
as i in ne haery for Sociabism oand 0
mnst come peacelully without vevalutinn
Ly lave bis snpport, e stabes fuoher

chnt be s for huving the industries from
cthe capitalists; ke is far compensating

the capitalists. 1o purs i this way,
“After all nogrent many owners arc

puilty of no worse crime than play-
ing the game by the estahlished iles
and exercising .a {unelion by permis-
sion of sociely which snciety has not
cexcrcired.”

MNorman Thomas is deeply concerncd
about the capitalists,  They played the
game, The must be paid, Who will com-
pensate the warkers for their misery, pov-
erty, for their arippled and Tilled in in-
dustry, for the ruthlessness of the cluss
war, and for the millions eroshed and
langhtcred in the preed for profits and
in capiralist war? o )

But Norman Thomas is not concern-
ed ahout the warkers whose lives have
gont into the buibdisg of industry; he
iz concerned about the eapitelist and
SAYS: :

“Purchase , of preab industrics will
cosl mancy bt al an immediate saving
tn the pubhic™
The political refnrms advocated by

Morman Thamas show him up as a
very mild progressive, a really conservar
tive liheral. Al Smith could run an this
program with the endorsement of Raskob

ol Geperal Motors and Owen T Young

ol Gerneral Electric. '
Norman  Thomas wacts the  election

af president by popular wade,  1e i

aainst the aboblion of the United States
Snpreme Conre. e writes concerning
thia outstanding capitalist isstilution:
“Just how o amend the constitu-
tion 50 a5 1q limit the prwer of the
Snpreme Court ir o moatter for more
discnssion by more groups thaan at
has had.” '
tCowetuded dn the nexl fgans)

The “New Tuorn” in Trade Union Line

TWO LE

ERS FROM THE R.L.L.U,

by A. P.

The diplomatic "unidy drive™  heing
entdugted under the direct inspiratinn ol
the Exccutive Comimitlee of the Commun-
it Tpdernationnl, in Germany as well
as in the United States, is primarily hased
uped the widary heraldad “now turn™ in
trade unian work,  And yet such s the
contradictory  characler  of  buracratic
“aelfoeriticism™ that even this “new porn™
has to develap in an antagoenistic form:
"unoficially™ it is zealansly propagated
in arder to head off the criticisms of 1he
Cippesition and to brenk s ranks; offi-
cindly the “new turn™ s denied and Lhe
dacuments connected with it are cven
suppressed.

o beter illostration of dhe eszentially
superlicinl character of this “new turn®
and of the utlerly unprincipled manner
in which it is being cirried thru can bhe
found than the recent scandal contering
around the lewers of the Red Internatinn.
al of Lahor Unions to the Communist
Tastics of Germany and the United Stoiesg

al Amcrica,
* * #

The Suppression of the Docuinents

Cn May 18 a full-pnge letder of the
ILIL was published  in the Daily
Worker. The Letter deale with very im-
portant prohlems—as impartant az Come
intern documents can deal with these days
1L sharply eriticized 1he wark and the
resabls of the wark of the T L. and
she Party. And yer this Letrer bas net yoi
{two months later) becn published in
Lhe TFretheit, the Jewish orpan of the
Tarty, read by most of the Farty tradea
union -workers,  ITn the two months time
net aosingle atticle has appoared in the
enlire Party mress, commenting on, €3
phinipg or dealing with this letter of the
WILLE in any form. [t came—it was
printed—and that’s alll  As a matter of
lact, it can be safely said that thesgood
portion of the Parly membership {5 still
ipnarant of the contents of the Jeiter, if
not of its wory cxislence,

Tro the German TUTUL {called the
RGO a letter also camc {rom the
R, T, I 1], Tor two weeks i was sup-
pressed and communicaled only (o lead-
iag Mmneljonaries.  Thes wher the Oppn-
sitinn paper, the Arbeiterpolitik,  pub-
lished a summnry of the eontents of rhis
lattes on June 21, the Rote Fabae [in-
ally published this leter-——hnt with a wo-
tally aliered introductjon, changing en-
tirely the dircction of criticism and the
mdent o the leter. To date, the origina
letler has not yet been made public in
the Party press o spite of open demands
of the membership.

Such shameless and hurecratic stifling
of the necestmy  menns  af  political
alarificatinn and  correction the  Party
have rarely indeed bcen seen i the Com-
inlcrn,

"I

The Content of the Letters

What, then, do these Letters say that
they have been dealt with in such a man-

(NI .

1. The American Letter cannar hide
the praciticn] cellapse of Communist trade
union warl ander the new teade unian
line. “The revolutionary unions and
the T, 10, UL L. have beon declining in
numbers asd have lost considérahle posi-
Yo in the ranks of (the working class
foting recent months”.  In ather words,
in a period of preal objective possibili-
ties, which the Eetter emphazizes, loss
in membership and iofluence! The Ger
man Letter is a liwtle less [rank, It alan
riphazizes the good abjective ennditians
“The objective conditinons are snch  to
rlrive the warkers to ws™, and it also re
fers to the “great weaknesses of our
movement™, to the tremendans disprepo--
tion hetween the influence of the RGO,
and that of the reformists despite their

continaions  belravals.  Bven the “fam-
ous . Ruhlr and Berlin strikes, once the
provd  exunples of Vindependent beader
thify,” are now mercilessty eriticized, The
5!3|L_untirm i5 pretly had inc_]-:t:d, ilis made
La0at, v .

2. The chicl point of criticism in hoth
nl these letters is the question of work
in the reactionary nniens. “Wark o the
reformisl unions has almest compleiely
disnppeared,” hhimty states the Amen-
can Letier. “Work in the reformist and
other veactionary woions has oot anly not
increased hgt on the contrary hias dimin
hed,” declares the Germinp Letter in the
same vein.  In the funclonary eircles of
the R. G, O —we are inlovmed—Lhers
have appeared Lendencies which regard
wark 10 the reformest uniens as a Uslage
already passed™ In the mass trade wnions
he reactionary lesders have a free haned;
in spite af their reneated eapitulalion to
the capilalists, onlv the fecblest orpan-
jeed resistance is manifested apainst them,
The official Communsts bave deseried
the mass (rade unions'

5. And what ave the reasons {or this
ahsolutely disastrous sitnation?  Nog the
leadershin of the RILIV and s fal=c
iracle unien course are in blame —nn, of
course notl Nl the RLLYE and Com-
intern leaderships were and are correct
—the official trade union conrse was and
i= correct. Only—members and  Fune-
{innaries of 1the T IEUL. fawd the R,
GO} have failed to carry then the
course caprectly -because of “ripht” and
“lell” deviations, a5 is explained oo ous
in detail in the German Letter.  Apd -
the hugk is passed and the top leadershin
and its policies temain infallil:le!

4. But what must now be dore Lo pub!
the T.UUL (and the RGO from
mit of the swamp inte which they hav
patten themselves? The Leuters expls
“More intenstve wark must he done
the veactinnary  trade unions! Tioi—
may be asked—exactly the same phrase
is 1o he fond in the X Plenum. resaly:
tian, in the resolutions of the wericous
presidiums of the BOCT, in the X
Plermn resaliution and in the lettets and
vesalutinns of the Comintern and the BT
LU What gond will one more repeti
tien of the old {formain do?  Ta o this
guestion there is ne answer.  Mevely
ack it brands you as a “right winger™ and
“rencpgade”!

LI

The “New Turn” and the O)d Line

But the “mew tum™ propapanda goo
on!  See——we are told “unoflicially™--
the Parly is correcling its line; your oni
ticiams are heing adopted, Of caurse nao
all Al once— bt what can you cxpect’
Wiy not got back into the Party and hiely
the new Lurn™ alopg?

Is the Party correcting its trade undor
lime?  Let us mee:

1. The fondamental tactical differenc
hetweon the Comintern and the Taternn
tianal Cammurllse Opposition on the

Tl

HE wind has practically drop-
ped our of the sails of the
stock spurt caused by the Hoove
Debt and Reparation Moratoriun
Plann. ‘This was shown by cthe fal
instead of rise of stock price:
when the Franco-American agree
ment was reached on the Hoove
proposal.” Steel operations  ar
still falling and no signs of a rise
are in sight. June unfilled order:
for steel fell by 141,129 fron
the previous month, Bank clear




