Norman Thomas Discovers America! 111 |

Norman Thomas ‘Abhors War’

Morman Thomas proclaims himself
above everything else an apostle of
peace. e may consider himseli a So-
cialist bui he wants you nol o [orgel
that he is 2 peace-loving 3ocialisl. e
just abhors war, He will nol telerate
any kind of -violence cven for social
ends. He is for poace first, last and
all the lime. T.et us examine this So-
cialist dove of peace in order to de-
termine whatl lis pacifism really is.

Norman Thomas wriles i hiz bools,
America’s Way Out, as follows:

Wieg an avdienee Bz Now York cheers
Communist predictions of Ueeitable was
it prosewls & pralbilesm in somial pachobogy
rather than  a aemensiratian oaf  revaln.
fignAry (acties’”

Teally a very intcresting sialement.
T one maintains that the present sys-
1ent of capitalism, warld impecialism,
Teads inewitably to war, then, accord-
ing to Narman Thomas, he is a case
[or the hospilals.  And i mere than
ane believes ju the inevilabilidy of war
vnder imperialism thar it i3 a probiem
ol social disease. In other words, of
Norman Thomas did not wanl Lo use
patite language, he would have writ-
ten {he ahove statement as follows:
Al hose wha believe thiat war 1o-lay
is inovitable are erazy and shonld he
gent e the lunatic asylum.
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THE CONFUSION OF PACITISEM

A oa soclal dizgpnestician, Norman
Thomas is confused and contradicio-
ry; How can Ndrman Thomas sub-
seribe (o the aliove quolaltion in ihe
faze of rhe jollowing {row the same
hook:

There  arve  inlelligesn - man who Twe-
lieve ibnl wars—greal wars--ave inevitable |
cropeancs, T o helieve i prssible, Rar ewen |
the mosl SREMLSI AN s AT S0Arot.
by deol xL Ahe warld ahmut owas awl osay
peace is certain,'”

oor Norman Thomas! How will
he extricate himself from e maze of
fis puzeling mdellectoal flingas ntlo
lngic. According 1o Norman Thomas
il a Communist says war is inevitalble
he is a dunatic, and a Commumnist
andience o pathnlogical case, 51N the
same Narman Thomas savs: “There
are infelligent men whao believe Lhal
wars—great wars—are jnevitable "

Which is 1, Norman Thanas? Are
the Commuoiisls who belibve in the
inevilabilMy of wae under nnperialism
intelligent or are the inielligenl men
crazy bBecausc they believe in the same
things the Commuanists do? .

But that is not alll Nerman Thom-
as lunself 15 not se positive.  He
savs: “1 belicve peace i poszible!™—
Bt he Tias his douls aml 1= nol so
certain ahont it

The pacifism of Mortman Thomas
has wotien lum into a muddle. Thai
would nol e sa bad 0 i would he
confined onty 1o Worman Thomas.
Normarn Thomas is a political Teader,
A3 such lie is eonscionsly trving with
his preifism 1o hide 1he real [acts
from e workevs and 1o hefuddle
thatr minds. .
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18 WAR INEVITAELRE?

Is war inevilable wnder imperialism
losglay? - Tt is! Twery impeoahst
country 15 armed 1o the tecth,  The
mililary prepacalions ogoing on are {or
war tol {ot peace. The preparalions
are for greal wars, world wars, The
character of Lhe prescut imperialist
arder is thal it is almost abways al
war,  War o Chioa, war in Egypt,
war in Asia Minar, war in India, war
1 Nicarapun, elc, cte. War nol peace
characterizes  the  present sioation.
15 peace possible under aniperalism?
Calegancalty, nal Tmperinlism iz hased
upont plunder and war,  Tarperialism
15 the climax of the capitalist come-
petidive system based upon the ex-
ploitation and exproprizlion of (he
torling wasses. 1 divides Lthe earth
amang the imperiafist powers. The
strtiggle Detween (hem Tor 1the Lbooty
ol tmperialist expansion il exploita-
tieon Joads inevitably te war.

Cotcerning  Liese  gquestions  and
thetr answer all Cotmmnnisis, all 1rae
Socinlists, ave no doubls. Thoy roe-
agmize the ngly facts and all they im-
ply for the workees and iailing masses
who supply the human material that is
agonized, butchered and destroved in
imperialist carmage. Only by recog-
wizing the jacl, nol by tanning away
froa it, can 1he worlers he prepared,
organized and mobilized to resist im-
periglist war, Notl oply 1o resist bt
1o Lurn 1his resistance inlo revabilion-
ary action lfav the abalition of imperi-
atism, thus doing away with the caus-
cs, Lhe inevitalilnly of war!
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THE PACIEISM OF NORMAN
THOMAS

Preparing the workers ta resist im-
penalist war 15 wrong, s lunacy an-
cording to Norman Thomas,  The
ideal of peace is so beautiful Lo e
pacifists,  DBot il yeu declare to the
waorkers peace is only then possible
when the workers have destroyved cap-
italism, have wiped out imperialism,
have wiped oul the svsiem of society
that leads to war, then yon are shat-
tering the ideals. of peace and, i you
arc & Communisi, you arc a pathslo-
mical rase, .

However, the pacifigm of Norman
Thomas, like the pacifism of Woaod-
row Wilson, is based wpon full san-
port 1o imperialism and  heace ds
hound, if Inllowed, {e leave the work-
ers ard toiling masses helpless he-
fore the deyouring imperialist war-
demon. : *

The imperialist powers behind paci-
{ist slopans, eonfercnees, poad will
tours, etc. are feverishly preparing
for the eventvality of war. The im-
perialist powers endeaver 1o hide ther
militaristic war maoves hehind the cur-
tain of pacifism. The most harrible
life-destraying, men-wrecking ma-
chines and plans arc heing devised for
the future wars in the name of peace,
Thege detestable, hypocritical maoves

hy Ben Gitlow

of  ihe mperialist war lords  are
groected by Norman Thomas as {ol-
lows:

Xoewartheless it g sl pescible 1o Al
firm rhat 8le siraggle fov easc, Al leasl
bolween  nalions  capable of waging e
minst cdevastaling soel and size of war, s
SOEE  ECOUVAEIILE aspenis’t

This is a very definite stalement 1o
the effect thiat the eounirics capable
ol waging the most devastaling wa!
are for peace. The greal in1pc1'i:|i|
gianls arg notably (e United States,
Great  Pritain, Japan and  France,
These countries are worling everiime
preparig for war.  Novman Thomas
sees in these imperial powers, on-
conraging aspects for peace.  Such
sweet masic docs Wonman  Thomas
play o lull the wnsuspecting viciims
i sleep.  T.el ns ook ounly at semce
af the encouraging signs.

Ar. Hoover said at the mecling of
the Tnlernatiomal Chamber of Com-
Nigree:

=The warld expendiiaee snoabl arseg s
now nearly five Talline alodlars yoarly, an
HCTeASE 0? aboul 0% over that pravions
in tle great war,  We stand taalay with
nearly 5,500,000 e aciively under arms
anrl 2“,{]00,000( mnre o restrves

Incouraging aspects, Mr. Thomas!
Looks like the world under imperial- |
isim is headed For peace, oven if they
have o fight like hell for it.

Says the Literary Digest of May
0 on "Unele Sam's Feace Time Tan
for War':

“Fmhrelying Alin lessons learncd  in 1he
last coniliet i pravides fov swilt mabilica.
tinp of the aatkon’s maepnwer and for an
eauitable disteibatinn of the ecnnemic -
dan nf war”

The New York Times reporis:
"Emoerpency war depatimaent plans {or
thie maobilization of an aomy of 4,000,-
0on wmen thru consariplion,”

The New York Tribune says con-
cerning 1he plans:

“The presen! skeleton fovee of 118,000
men i the regpulas ormy would be oin-
creaned to A ABA00 men i six Tiehl aaw-
s and  supparting  lraops within a wear
of 72,000,000 nuware dralt registeonts ta doaw
upon i necessary,”™

Very cucouraping aspecis {or peace,
Norman Thomas, the war plans of
eapitalist America calling for an army
in one year ihro conscription of 11
o000 men! That i whal I eall fead-
i Lhem to the Jaws ol (he War God
Mars and not fo the Dove of Prace.
TI. & imperialism resis upon ils armed
[orces and prespers only 1thr reoourse
o artns,  Ts competition i1 a nar-
rowing, contracting  warld  market
leads 1o clashes {or world domination
with ather imperiatist pawcers thru
WA,

*

* &

Tt heres is anather assumption by
Norman Thomas, He writes:

e dendlinees af moedern war may he

wonniries would anly not fear one an-

likely to produce war as peace™

Note il 15 not the economic sysiom,
the system of tuperialism that pro-
dvces war but fear, T the imperialist

other, then they could go om with
their robbery, plunder, cxploiiation,
coslavemenl and compelition  peace-

fullv. The cannons could be meited,
the armies and vavies demabilized,
amed we could all live in an idyllic
warld, .

* *

THE “NEW REALISM”

Norman Thoemas speaks further:
SThe newe realismo abent war, e face

thal ke snatne sisgs to-day ol arnis amwl

the hern is gnod."™

*

Where is this "neaw realism™ in the
capitalist world?  Whom is Narman
Theomas Lrying o mislead? I any-
thing the eapitalist nations thra their
military organizationg, hoy and pgiel

senuls, palriotic  sociclies, schools,
churchies, newspapers, olo., military
shows, parades,” manouvers, mouu-
ments, tombs of Unknown Satdicrs

are working overtime (o glorily wars
and raisc upen lhe highest pedestals
of national plory the nuliaey man,
the so-called war hero,

Anather Thomasonian gem, Wriles
Thomas: “Fear Was moare o do with
madern war than hate. Nations fight
for the Fatherland,” What aboul im--
perialism,  annexation  of  lerritory,:
mandates, spheres of wflience, 1ndeme
nities, special  privileges?  Modern
imperialist war has nothing to do with
fear, nothing lo do with hale, nothing
1o do with fighiing for the father-|
laned,  They are wars helween impe-
rialists [or the partilien of the carlh
trr enable them to-invest their sur-
pluses wrung irom human woill. They !
arc wars 0 pel maore booly, more:
plunder, mare proefits irom the en—‘
slaverent and cxploitation of midlions
el toiling masses i1 oiber counteics.
Tn the last war the workers n Lhe!
TInited States did nat fight for their
fatherland; (they fonght iar the profits,
peaperly and  investments of  Wall
Streel,  The capitalist fatherland s
nob ihe warkers fatherfand.

Norman Thonas 15 against a1l
working class revelnlionary wction for!
peace because it jeopardizes (he im-
perialists and ther “demoeracy,” their
vight to plundar and explail, e pois
his faith in the hypecritical peace
maoves of capitalism rather than in
the revolntionary aclion a,c:ain.'it cap-
dalism and war. That is the déssenge
af Worman Thomas's pacilism,

Ti is a program {o deaden, confuse
and malke passive 1he workers against
wperialism, againsl war,  Thomaso-
nian pacifism is ned Saocialism, is not
working class in cssence. TR s pcﬂ}'|
bourgenis rubbage, old fashioned and
aul of place at a time when hmperial-
5L giants are Jusl awating a favorable

A delerrent, bt foar is and has Tecn as

appactunity 1o plunge the world iﬂloi
A NOW War. |

Problems of the

Marine Workers

by “Lo

{Concluded from Insl asuc)
The New Orleans Strtke

A rank and e stoike within the 1.1.AL
started a little aver a manth ago in New
Orteans. Harvey, Hines and athers went !
derarn there again to get o on the taill
end to “direct™ and Mead” the strike. |
However, the New Orleans longshaorer
men have not forgotten the hlunders of §
last sumaser and will have nothing ta do
with the Trdustrial Unien.  One cannot
expect the workers o follow one’s lead-
ership alter ealling them a bunch of “so-
ciab fazciets™ one day and good fellows
the next.

The same oceurs everywhere.  The in-
Mnence of the union is rapidly dinvinish-
ing and in Qs place comes demoraliza-
tion, disillnsinns and reaction.  Bvery ooe
sawzer What in the past was aclive, with
a wvery few exceplions is today inactive,
The wnion during ils one year af cxist
ence hos failed to develop a single organ-
izer. Those comrades that have had past
experience in organizing  workers  and
leading strikes but who dared to ask gues:
tiens at times and dared to question the
carrecaness of the policy ave heing rapidiy
liminated. Gildare, McoGrath, Andeorson,
Meorgan, Snderberg and many othors are
cither cxpelled or more or dess mysters

Cerpanize within it

inngly eased out.  All kinds of accusas
tions and charpes  are beingr Jevelled j
aparnst these comrades, openly and lessi
spenly. Only a shell of the unian re
mains and even this shell is now finally
cracking in places and ready to topple,

NWCT.
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What Ts To Be Done?

We have tried in this article to paint
mit the varians bluaders, the ceiminal er-
rars committed Ty the party leadership
and the vnioe Jeadership. We hie a fow
supgestions 1o ofer to remedy this, We
have learned many hitter dessens in this
wear of mistakes that has wreeked our
anton. We hove learned how the wrong
appraach to the workers in the LA
has lost us all cur contacts there, W
ieadorship  has  lilled whatever change
there was {for straggle, We have learned
heow the members have decreased from
A0 to less than 300, We have seen
hiowe there is nothing hat a shell left of
he organization.

To what particobarly can we ascribe
these failures?

First, in the case nf the Tongsharemen.
Moa of these workers are members of
the T, I. A" Calling them “fascists™ will
not I]CI]’). A strong left froup . must e
otganized within that unian. A group
that is sympathetie to aur aims and oh-

WHAT RBOUT THE MARINE UNION?

okout”

jeet, They must stay in that wmion and
Cir slopan should
nel he the owe Taster taught us: V10 you
rannat contrnl the unien, smash iv”. The
I. L. AL i the strongest of all the water-
frant uninns today. The members of that
tpendr are b no omeans “lascists”. They
are winkers like ourselves and aur wark
should be 1o arganize within that ar

i panigaliom,

Recondly, the seamen.  The 1. 50 1)
sl has aboul 6,000 members an the
Fast coasl alonc.  We can oas livle gain
their confidence by calling them names
as we cnn by calling the longshoremen
rames. [t shoubd: be abuious that our
plage shanld ke inside the 10 5. U, (al-
lowing the line supgesied in the 1. Lo AL
previonsly. '

Thirdby, the . T. B U, contenlling
as it docs a larpe percentage of the barge
eaptaing, [orms an imparant link jn the
chain on  ihe waterfranst. Onee  this
unian wag offered nnoa plater o the Ine
dustrial Union but Papa Mink thought
atherwise!  Yon can bet the 70T B LD
is plad taday it wis ont accepted. This
affer occnrved before the feadership had

vel had time 1o make the nome o
the union  stink  in Lhe nosivils of
Al honest  mmarne workers.  Same
methods must  today  be  Tollowed  in

that union as sugpested previously.
The “Solidarity Leagae™.  Well, sum-
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