Norman Thomas Discovers Amer:ca IV. N

Mr. Thomas and Commumsm

Narman Thomas is caught in his own
porplexities. He ds in a messy jumble of
canfusion, coatradictions, and absurditics.
In d:&:cusmng eacial problems he reminds
one of the hewildered fly, imprisoned in a
tumbier of his boy captor.  How the {ly
daes franctically fly and turn up and
down, sideways, diagonally, until finaliy
dizzy, cxhansted, unable to mainthin jis
cquilibrium, it gives up awd falls o the
Lottom of the tumbler. T de sal imply
here that Warman Thomas will fall a wic-
tim te his own {nconsistencies,  Sucl will
nat he his fate,  The weledéme aceorded
his views by the capitalist world is a de-
fipite assurance that ke has his place and
pvpnse in their pelitical sphere. Nar-
man Thomas's way aut is 1 Taay in™ for
the workers and farmers, for the exploit-
ed masscs. 1t 15 they who will he the vic
tims of his propram. 6 is they who will
he eanght in the maze of his idealogical
confusian.  His program secks 1o so cone
fuse, s0 bemuddle the masses that they
will nol be susceptible to ideas and maove
ments that fead te pasitive, definite ac-
tinn against their r\p]mtcr:, apainst canl-
talissn., .
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The World of Realiey

We no longer live in the peried of
abhsiractions. Norman Thomas should
konow Lhat. The present period has given
vus an owstaading historical event which
remawes from the sphere of specalation,
soientific or ntherwise, the course of pres-
ent day Tisterical  develapment. . There
were dmes whon we' tried o anliefpile
proletarian revalution, sacial vevoliion,
times when we cagerly devonred books
and prophecies nn the siracture and nne
ture of the fature Socialist cociety, times
when we trisd 1o wisvalize how the rovoe
Tation aainst eapitalism would take place?
Tt we need no laaking hackward by T
wardl Bellamy woday ta fike our imaging.
tion, Histnry has spoken. The erfeiz of
worleh capisnlism, as axpressed in the world
war af 13141908, so undermined  (he
capitalist - structore in Czarist Russia, so
let Taose the class {orces, that the proler
raviat with the aid ol the pensantry aelpal-
ly made a suceessful proletarian revolu-
tion, a social revalation, a Sacialist revor
Tatinn,  The Russlan proletarian revalu-
tion it the greatest histovica) reality, T
is_of the most qremendang sipnificines and
consequence 1o the eniire wnrfd asd es
pecially o the cxploilcd and oppressed
wmasses. Abave everything clse, it blazen:
ant a path, gives the needed divection
and dynamics to the waorking classes Inr s
way nul of canitalasoe

The Russian proletarian revolutinn alen
provides 15 with the lessons of the heild
ing of Saciatism, the acnad eonstrmction
af the fiew Reciadist order.

Mo jgenuine Socialist can ignore the
Russian  revolutinn, Moo genuine So-
ciafist  can  hesitate enscerning s stic-
ring, evenlful, ard momentous portent,
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Thomas and the Russian Revolution

What, however, is the altiade of Nor.
man Thamas an the Russian proletarian
revolution.  Thie attitude ol Norman
Themas is a peculiar one, Kaowing full
well that in the labor movement thern i
a genuine support of the Sovict Union,
e earefnlly avaids a hreak with this sem-
pathetie support—which would ocouril he
oncnly, frankly and bravely stated what
is actmally on NTis mind.  He therefoee
inginuates his opposition behind & Lhin
vell of appareny support, Says Noremdan
“Thomas:

“Connnunism i s millianl alheizn, Teld
withn all Ino Cfrewnr 1e11;|m'| HEREET
el harilavian rlo].‘,’m'i[mﬂ'l which Troasis 1hat
iis sewenlificg | 131m‘h:|\1~ a creoil o
naiversal \‘1"4|II) which i Russa it lias
r'.c]nn-llcr]
penins for

cennprnni e it iR internidienal

i principie  ansd apreals  1a aelusirial
warkers cearywhere; oyer i Ahe: commiry
al s arigin aml pawer 1 nwes ds sar-

wival w1 wn =mall degrer 1a the notienal
lnvaliy ol nem-Cammenisl neasmus, Cam-
mmnism asserts that i AheTteae sl mily
Marzism wel i1s has beer won inoa ocran-
Ly frutal suad ngrieninoal o characler
wherg 1he Margian eyvele af developmiend
three eapilalism 4n Socialism has heen ol
winngly Tess compdeie. Finally at teaches
Wil society o The working elase is every-
b, the inelividdual Imlhiltg’, yel 1l i%
donbiful it if weull exist in anxthing like
ite prosend faem ar power i Wicelal T.eniil
Dal beas ifled ]J(‘ch the  Nevcuher
Revelation; mol in ackiawiedmmen ol s
delir 10 1|.||1= Comanamism Tas made of lis
tomh a shrine and af Bimsell a _sainf,
almasd o demti-gnd.  1Tis successar Taseph
Stalin, wlhn hnlds no slfice fave secrefary
Al e Commgnist T arly, &2 e virinal
dictatar i Huasin aed penlably thr Lhe
imiernatienal argaaization af  Cemminism
Ihe mast inflrential man in all the wabg™

Let us examine this remarkable state
ment, Communism i8 2 malitant atheism,
cte., says Nerman Thamas, Tt is nefiher
a militant athesm nor a fervent religion,
Commuaism iz a.state’ of snciety Dhased
upsn socialized planned econamy  for
use, in which exploitation of ane class by
another hias beon definitely abolished. Tu
is the antithesis of capitalism,  Weverthe-
less Norman Thomas knowing this and
further, as a parson, kanwing snmething
about religion; deliberaely trics to coo-
fuse Communizm with the Communists,
the Conmundst P'n-Ly, the Soviet Union,
el

In Russia the Commanists. sucereded
in taking advamiage of {avarable condic
tians ta lend the masses to make a proles
tarian social revolution and to cstablish
their own government.  The Cammun-
iste in Russia, thro their Parly and theu
the government, are endessoring to ssial-
lish a Socizlist cconnmy that will event-
wally, when e conditions are ripe, make
passible the realization m’ a Communist | 7°
sociely,

Rither Thomas is a Socialise of e s
not!  When he snecers that Communism
is an  authoritarian’ dopmatism  which
hoasis that it is ecieniific, he deliherate-
ly ignores the whaole literature of Come
munistn which is bazed upon a thoro in-
vestigation of social-cconemic phenomena
in order to determine the laws of social
evolution and where they lead to. Come
munism is nat a utopian idealism hut
resta upon the rack foundatinn of acience.

Cammunism compramises with no one.
But the trvolutionsrs  povornment  has
been ferced, in order te maintain {ts

1 b faces weith exlesardinary |

by Bcn'. Gitlow ”

power and build Socialism, to comproe
mise within Russia witl eapitalist Torees
and owside of Russia with those [nreces
also.  The Sowviel Union opetates in a
world of enemies, But Norman Thomas
negleets to note whal is the kernel, the
decisive poinl inoan estimation’ of the Sov.
iet. Uninne that  all these esmpromises
have nob deterred the Commuinists from
the mwain  lineg” of dcvch:—pmcnt—whlch
bas been and continues (0 he in the di-
vection of building up ‘iornlﬁm
» » 'S

The Marxiam Thakras

~Tan bad that Norman Thamas can-
nat appreciate the necessity of the alliance
of the workers and prasants against capd-
talism! Tt is akin o bis positian that
anty when capitalism has reached its high-
ext ostate of development, s proletarian
reveltion passible,. Ewidently Nrocman
Thomas considers the peasantry the nae
twrak ally al the capitalists and his Marz-

of Norman

ism . #s 1o wail onifl capitalisme §s in "l
hlanm™ hefore starling revoiution, even
i the canditions are most fzvorable. Nor-

ma Thomas's {actics wn the prasantry
are suicidal for the workers, I1is Marxism
wonld  starger Marx himsell. Narman
Thomas daubts if Cammuonim (he means
the Sowiet Union) would exist if Lenia
wos killed before the revolotion,” This
great. Socialist Thomas wants o impress
sry. Nop eondilions were responsible hut
Lenir was respansiblel Then why did
us with the “great man® thesvy of hise
nnt Lenit provail in 19057 Because the

material cnnditians [or the proletarian rov-
alotion had not vt ripened. The far-
sightedness and  ability of Lenin were
A comtributing factor
the revelution but the rewolution itseli
was the result of the piliap up ol fvors
altle objective cirenmstances.  The Come
munist Party taok advantage of the fav-
arable apparturities 4o lead the masses

m successfnl revolution,  IF only Lenin
has nat lived, then the situation would
hnde lween dlffrncnl’, and, ‘accarding 1o

Narman Thamag, so mnch pleasasier, Rl
with Tomn dead we now have Stalin a
vittual “dictatar™ in Rusein and the mast
inflnential man in the world, Tha is bad
according o Thowmas,  This i3 I e
ditmirses sueh a world- sstirring, cpach:
making event as the Russian revalulion,

How geally  and with  what feeling

to the success aof |

MNarman Thamag treats Kerensky whe

tricd to direct the revelution into the

camp of the allied imperiziisis! Narman

Themas writcs: )

“Tle (Alexander Kerensky) was a So-
cialist idealist  withoni exirasrdinary -
ministrative gilts bis positioe reqnired who
made lhe amazing mistake nf deying Ao
continme Ruossia’s active participatitn in
ihe war thar Tiard Brosgh abone slie Czar's
dawendall withaue amy help fraem his allicg
in Lringing aben the gencral poage which
Tz deaived.” , . .
Kerensky a Socialist idealist and de

sirons af 'gcn'cml' peace! Jost like Nor

man Thomas! A" Sacialist idealist who
does not want to erush the capitalists
and endenvars to Tead the worleers and
prasinls e war uphold allied imperials
ism! Tt iz lucky the workers of Russia
made short work of Kerenshy.

But Thomas as much as he docs ot ad-
mire the Balshevilk revalmion must admir
ih'tL it was almest bloodless. He osays.

TUThe Tiolsheril or Movember mxoh[lmn,
like its predecessar eiglil |-m11l]1-. earlicr,
wak fie Beelf almaest bloodless" -

In spite of this  statement : Norman
Thamas s profuse  with  salements
against revolution,  against  dictatorship,
against Communizsm as Mactics of catas
trophe.”  He shuts his eyes te the whale
hlocaly conrse of imperialism whether it
is cloaked io rn:.a] demacratic or Fas
cist rohes,

Nornan T]mmns hiamcs inLervention
for the snecess of the Communisis i
Tussin,  He writes: -

‘Rt possibly all this mighi have hoon

i vaip had i1 noL been for (he dncplness

R I T T I nuld'l'y—n[ the allies and. ihe
‘Uﬂltcr[ Stales i suhsblizing  stipid  anrd
Drulal conniec-revalation amd in actoal in-
iorvenitnn o Tiyaxnizn cail. This ingtercen-
tian was enaogh (n aronss e ladent na-
tienalies af gl pessants wed even of same
ai Al old milita y aificers mader 1he Crar
it the sappeel af e Tatberland?

He does nnt see the damage donc hy
the inieyvention, Lthe econnmic and o
man costs to the revolutionary ssarkers
rovernnient,  Bal ondy i the -:‘:t|11nf|¢[!:
had not intervened s 1 arvoused the peas
ants there would have heen no Commnn:
st regine in Rissinl 10 natl {or the coun-
ter-revabulion and intervention the Ruos
sfan revolution wonld have made much
more propress inoits cooanmic and econ-
structive work,  That (s the fact Noarman
Thamas refures to see and: iznores,

{Conlinsied in next f3sue)

The Capitalist bvqtcm and the Workers

The favoriie themo ol the hallloluja
muz,mrs during the late lamoenled
“prosperity days” was “That Wonder-
ful New Standard of. Living."! On
every side we wore heing I,nlri Lhal
the Awmerican worker was ‘enjoying
a standard of living nover dreamed of
hefore, weore wallowing in comlorts
and luxuries heyond Lha altainment
of the prinees of former ages. Pras-
idents of the United Stales, presidents
of huge corporations, and presidents
ol labar wvnions joined in this ehorgs.
Somichow those Tateful days in Na-
veniler 1020 have eonsiderably suh-
dued this over f'!m\mg exuberance. A
litlle exmmination of what this Ta-
mous “siandard of living” of ihe
golden prosperity reully amourled. Lo
would not e cut of place foday,

In an interesting article in the
New York Times of May 10, 1031,
Louis Dublin, the well- known statisti-
eian, gives some very significant fig-
ures. e givos Tigures showing ihe
distribution of annual Tamily expen-
ditares of {1) - wage-carners in. the
Unitad States and (2) a group of
nrofessors of the University of Cal-
ifornia.  Nole that the comparizson
is not -made helween wage-carners
and the real masters of modern eeon-
omie life, the millisnaireg and multi-
millionaires, hul belween {he wage-
cariners and mederately prospercus
professiomals, THore ars Lhe flguma:

I WAGI‘]ARNI*RS IN THE . g

“Ameunt - Perednt
Talal 21,5122 7 100.00
Tl 5851 na
. Slieher & upkecp 342.14 226
© . Clathing ©oRF.al 157 -
Mireellancous AR 2541
' T1. U“IVTR"‘-ITV T’ROF]"S‘;ORS
Tolal 551157 1anan -
Ferul AR3FE 17.2
Shelier & upkeep,  1LA17.00 Anz2
Clething . ART.24 A
Miscellaneons - 2,512,068 A%l

Jn other words, food, shelter and
elothing, the' necessities of mere ex-
istonee ameunt - to three~guariors, of
ihe exponses of the working elass fam-
lly, leaving anbiy, one- quarter of the
inenme to be devaled to miscelloncons
which include all the  se-called “bet-
tar things of life”? If we add to this,
the ehpnndlhures 0t’ health, insurance
and savings, expenses incurred' in
keeping: “fit for work,” we find {hat
no less than 94% of the aamunl in-
eoma it usad wp . these bavest neces-
gitee. Less than 6% of {he yearly
income romain for the “betler things
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THE ‘AMERICAN STANDARD OF LIVING’

by. A, E.

‘Bien, church,

ol‘ life” as Lhey ave understood by the
American workor—oed ucation, recrea-
gifls, ate. Anfl educa-
Lion and reereation, which are surely
the taost 1mpmt-mf; of these “helter
things of e, get a quota of 2.37%
of: 1]10 annual incoe!  The amonnts
spent are: $17.90  {eilduealion) and
518.M  (vecreation).  The table of
“migecllancous expenses™:

I, DISTRIBUTION QF
"MISCELLANRODUS ITEM”

Wape-Earners in U8 A, University Professors

. i Ameunt & Amesunt
Trial SIRANA 254 G2AIZES 431
1Tealils ARG 4N AN R
Tnsyrance 43.28 20 TS 13N
‘S'wuw: - FH0A 5.7 :

t 1782 1.1 J29En AN
T1R.AN 1.2 28550 51
393 2.3 35050 0.5

231.09 1.6
Autamnbiles a3 10 2R3FT KA
All eihers anA4ds a0 SRR 1T
Two. interesting comparizons may

he made.
of the American working class Tamily

The pereentape expendilure

in veoent wears | fors recreation. was
1.2%; the poreonlaye expenditure of
the SBaxon working class Tamily in
1857 was 1.0% ) A difference of
sovenly-Tive . years, of the old warld
anrd the new, but the pereentage spent
Tor “enjoymmng oneself™ remains tho
same! Now let us compars ihe work-
inge class family expendilures with
thore of the professional family, The|
latter spends only 57% of ils annual’
income for food, ¢lothing and shelter. |
Of ecourse, in dollars and conls, ik
spends more than the working elass
Tamily, but sinee ils income is higher
ik =;p:>nd'; lezs proportionately. Both
ahaolulely  and rolatively does  the
moderately  prosperous  professional
family spend wiore upown the “hetter
thing of NIif¢’” than the wm]{mg c]a’-:‘:
family. E

All of theso ﬁguree mean this: I:-:
the mosd Leclic days of “prosperity”
the worler's inceme went proctienlly
exclusively for food, clothing and shel-
tav, that is tn cover the neeessifies of
lifo {tn keep himsclf in wotking com-
dittem]) and lo raize his family. Only
the barest margin of his income could
gn to the wide varicty of Inicrests
’fhal, go under the gonora] head of
“enjoying life"! -

Tt

TAGNATION characterized the

week, except for European econ-

omic developments, particularly Ger-

man, which become much  worse.

Movements on the stock market were
insignificant.  Steel operationa con-
tinue at about 40%,

tion and building construction awards

Auro produc-,

are tapering off. Bank clearings and




