Norman Thomas Discovers America IV.

Mr. Thomas and Communism

(Concluded from last fssue)
MNorman Thomaz must admit the Sor

<clalist propgress  of the Soviet Umon.
Here arc itcms from his hook: .
“The experictice among  other  things

seoms 1o Lave strehptlienad Tolshevile de.
lerminatian Ao emulale or surpass Anterica
i the uze of machivery bot of wachinery
socially but net privately controlled.”

- "The cra nf the’ MNepmen alter a few
yoars gave way lo e peosont or dhird
sage ni & vow and diveciwl ddrive towards
sncializatian.’”

“The indnsirial workers have, mnranver
the mmense  satislaction,  puasiical :L!!d
psycholngical, of their positint Az a priv-
Heperl class in the traosiiional slate”

Yrradanction I8 seeinlly  comtrolled
use amd nat Eec privele profe”

Basic industries e socialized.”

O the §:Year Plan he coneludes:
“Titimately we shall have 1o ceme 9 a

World Grsplan to assuve workd peace and

prpsperibyt’

But all this iz Socialism,  All this is the
resnlt of proletarian revolutionary wictory.
A World Gasplan {or warld peace and
prasperity i@ only possible theo the vic
tory of the world protetariat against ine
ternatinnp! copitalism,

o
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And Civil Liberty?

This Wr. Thomas is viclently apposed
10 5o he develops his program in oppo-
sitina tn the proletarian revelution, i ap-
position te the revalutionary state of the
warkers, in apposition 1o Socialism, as
follows: -

“The peaple (Ttussian people) generally
liave oa civil lherries as malters of Tight.”
Thiz s aboshiely false.  They are

fashioning in Russia the econanmic and
gocial basis for the real liberation of the
individnal, the bhuilding up of & system
that makes the worker economically ine
dependent and frees him from explodtar
tiom.

TPerhaps civil liberties in America are
1o be preferred? But tha Morman Thomas
writes the above onoocivil libertizs o
Russin on page 76, he should not {orget
what ke wrote ahout American eivil lik-
criies nn pages 17 and 18: "Diogenes
might {ind a passably honest man with a
Iantern: he would need A high-powersd
searchlight to {ind a {ree man™

OThin  statemen] i not  dnnginary  or
{Lenretieal, O ean be illnstrated by seory
. abrer slory of reasons wlhy moen aned wamen
have tnld me they cannat teash, preach,
ar wrile a5 they tkink, why they cannaot
Feht far justies as ihey ahonld lke, why
v ace airaid even tn vole o iheie con.
victions"
% * &

Soviets or Parlinnenis?

Lwidently Amserican denacracy is nnt
snch a goad . subsitote. But Norman
Thonms continues; .

“Men in Western natinms ave nef likely
ta fipght and lileed and die simply o sl
stilgle Gnviets fer parliaments oc Come
gresies as oa pelitical deviees,”

A wvery fraok siatement by Normoan
Thomas. He is for copitaiist palinments.
He is appased 1o fighting them in favar
of Boviets controlled hy workers, made
up of workers and enpaged in Imilding
Socialism.  Why? Becanse he does not
belicve in Socialism, hecanse he fears the
power of the working class, beeanse his
wheole position is to maintain thr reflonns
the frame-wark of cnpitalism and ol cap-
Halist government.

* * ¥

Sacialism or Liberalism

NWorman Thorans brands the antonomy
given 1o nationalities in the Soviet Unian
ar Coruonist imperialism. He depracates
the ruthiess exclnsion of the farmer bour
geoisie and the Kubaks, He opposes the
ceucation of the Russiag yoth to omeel
the attack of the capitalist nations.

He prefers capitabist control and dicta-
torship to working class control when he
wipites:

“Making cvery allnwance Enr the bm-
monse value of ecannmic jusice and equal-
Wy and Al albalitien ol poventy as o oin
themacives nomd aod ag lilely 1o heiig re
penee (o the homan spictl [or new {Hzhis
af evoalive achiovement, T canent Delicvg
thal the geed Ble for man will Tie peaee.
fiafly and antamatically aliainel or evalvid
thru  dwtararship, even an grondrnically
rarrcsslul dintatoeship, whicle is sn nhso-
fule 0 oennlral nat anly of schanls, e
press, the theaire bot of afl econmmiic on
PrrHmity "

This (« a clear stalemeond apainst S0
cialista for 1 comtinuation of the grip.
of  manepalistic,  dictalnrial  capitalism
upan all eennomic and callural activity.
Norman Themas prefers “economic ope
portaniy™ in oppnsition tn Bocialism—
“eonneomic opportanity”  which  means
capitalist contral of rconomie life by the
emplovers, sivape competiting far jols
by the workers, with low wapes starvation
and unemployment,
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Liberty, wvapoe, ahstract, clusive hiberty,
is the crv of Norman Thomas. T is the
cry for liberty that the capitalist politi
cians Beich forth in sonaroms tones, The
Yherty of the warkers to starve and thal
of the capitalist tn grow rich.

Warman Thomas leads straight inte the

ales raentally pressed tn work harder, to
speed-np. Thase who work hard are piven
pubbicity, awarded prizes and so nn."Co‘J'
tests are staged, “efliciency slogans” are
raised, ard all over the plants are posted
signs urging the waorkers to work hard-
er. Thus we can see signs: “Yon haven't
done your hest, until you can do nn
more." “There is always o better way
of daine things”  “The idea is to pet
it done

Fxamples like these eould filF the col-
umns of this paper. Howewer, thare is an
necessity of telling tales fram the shops.
What the hosses and their servile scicn-
tists write and sy tell: enough., A
conple of years agto one of our captains
of indusiry expressed himself as follows;

L}
“In fitling the worker intn his place

in an organizalion, you have to bee
ginn with hiz wind.  He will nat he
a loval and effeetive part of the aor

panization  until  this condition  has
bheen met”
T make the worlers non-thinking

angd hardsworking slaves, that is the main
purpose of (he hosses peychology!

by Ben Gitlow

i

|snares of capitalist liberalism,  He casts
aside all the achievements, the working
class signilicance, the lessons, the Social-
ist success of the proletarian revalution
in Russin Tar capitalist liberatism. Mo
wonder the capitalists embrace him s
{fondly. Like an innacent, unkissed wir-
gin, he Bushingly accepts the' warm em-
braces.

He concludes: -

“And {F we must work out sar soetal
salvalinag, T shaold hke 1o 1y i1 on mare
demarcratic lines,™
He is againsd revolution,

rewolution. He writes:

“Apparenity men fight better for a cause
that they believe will win even withon
thens, I shoel dlids ca[aslron]up linpe is
well enlenlated te afttract romantic pnd nd.
weniarous spizits’ as well as considerable
niumbers of thase negretics wlia Aare so
tragic A hy-produect of our eividization
And il proletarian revelulinn does at-

tract @ few of the elements referred to
ahave, what of it?7 What ahout the Rus:
Peian rewolution? 1t destroyed eapitalism,
it consolidated the power of the workers
and it is building A new socicly on a gl
gantic scale to the amazement and eon-
sternation of the capitalists and the ad-
mirtion of an ever-growing number of
workers and Tarmers the warld over. 1§

proletarian

there is a trapic bye-prodoet, it is Norman
Thomas, the byproduct of yellow "So
cialism.™
L

Warman Thomas offers America not
Sacialism, not warking class actinn for
the attainment of Soclalizr, not résola
tion hut abwtract, illesive, American eapi
taiist democracy.  This is the gist ol

Thoemasonian philasaphy:

"It is an argement that while democrany
is no mysiic saviar of a fallible tnee of
men, i1 does express at ils best, the no-
Biest palitienl ideal men bave yel fonmed.”

Demuocracy, as Norman Thomas [argeis
he stited in the beginning of his hook,
e “Tninncetions have denied to workers the

ripght 10 carry oL cwery adt nooessary o

e peacedn] condoce of o strike”’

Under capitalism, democracy is a shib-
holeth for e continucd cxploitation . and
subjugation  of the masses.  Forman
Thamas i5-no Socialist, no working class
leader.  Hiz program is a way [0 con-
tinued capitalist bondage,

* r*

Tut the proletatian revolution and the
Saviet Uninn remain. S0 does the rock
of working ¢lass solidarity and  power
—the sure” and the least eostly road to
wotking cluss emangipation.

REPARATIONS AND

The Ieonomic Crisis and World Politics

THE WORLD GRISIS

The whole gystem of reparation pay-
ments and war debts is 8 ditget heritage
of the World War and has becnme an ine
tegral part of the postway cconnmic and
political sitnation of the rapitalist world.
The profound ceonomic ooisls gripping
capitalism woday only emphasizes jts out
standing sipnificance. A general prasp
of the elementary facts involved in the
situation, an apprecialion of the inlimate
‘conneclions botween  the reparation and
war debt question on the ane band, and
the sconomic crists oo the other, and an
anclerstamding  of  the  atlitude  of the
warking class ta the war debt situalion,
apnear essential to any Commuanist anaky-
sis of the present state and prospects o

waorld enpitaliam.,
" X %

1. THE FACTS OF THE SITUATION

The whole war debtreparptions ques
tinn hinges aheowl twe main axes: Geos
masy—the {{ormer) Allics, and the Al-
lies--the United Seates,

When Germany suffered a amashing poe
litical delear in the (a1l of 1918 (it was
never deleated in o military sense), the
Allied powers determined  fo reap the
“froits of wictory™, to put heavy ccone
amic burdens upan Germany, bo, wpon
the German nasses. A complicated®sys:
tert of “reparasion’ and ather payments
wis elaharated and conaantly readjnstoo,
from Wersailles to the Young Pian, What
is the essewoe of Wis syetem as it stapds
today?

LI
The Gorman Reparation System

Under the Young Plan, put into cof-
loct in WMay 1930, Germany is pledged i
a serics of anneal payments continuing
te tORR, These annmal payments bemin
with  about 1,641 600000 gold  marks,
vising 1o ahaut 00,000,030 gold marks
in 1961 and [alling off apain by 1967
The tetal wmount of these payments [rnm
1930 o 1BRE thos amount 1o well over
£27,005000,0000 (This {igure  includes
net anly the reparation paymerts bt alsn
the payments on the Dawes loan of 1974
as well as o few ather minor miscellaneons
itees, ) The payments of Germany, (ot
1931, for cxample, amonnt o $385,Y74.-
40 o0 the Young Flan annnily, plus
$15,743.020 10 the United States on the
Army of Ceeupatinn item, plus 520,
723,400 an the Dawes lpan, plas $5,121,-
100 specinl payments to Belpivm, or @
telal of $427.164,060,  For the sake of
zimplicity we may regard the German pay-
mente 05 ameunting fo aboue 355,000,
o0 aanually on the average.

The hi'k af these payments {about
half} po to France, a -gond portion
fabout 2095 ) tn Britain and smablet pro-
portions to Italy, DBelgivm, ete. The
United States receives practically  noth:
ing [rem Germany directly,

These payments af Germany are paid
ina the reparations aceount of the Warld

Bank {Bank of International  Sertle-
mments}.  The warinuz Allied powers arc
than credited  with the proportions to

which they are entitled.  But the reeefpt
of the German payments by the Buropean
powers §& Lo A dargc catent anly apparent;
as a matter of fact, a preat proporiion of
jthese payments actually find their way
{to the United States. How this happens
is explained by the inter-Allicd war debts
situglion,

.“ex
The Inter-Allied War Debes

The ~ictorions prwers emerged from
the world war owing hundreds of millians
to the United States on dehts contracted
during the war.  In 1919 thesc dehts
reached the stagpering tolal of nearly ton
billinn doliars hut by the time & sctile
ment was made an interest charge of al
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mnst pan hillion was added, making the
ttal §L1,965.000,000.  The largest sin-
ple svom ds owing  froon Greatr Britain
(34,600,000,0007  with France 7 clase
second (54,025,000,000) and Italy trailing
bahind  ($2,042000000) Most of the
nther eounteies of Bwrope are included
for relatively smaller sums.  Fhe debt
settdements made by the Allicd powers
with the TIEA. involve annual payments
for sixty-lwo years alter date of sertle-
ment, The Treasury Department has cal-
enlated that {n the period covered by the
war delit setdements this counley is sipe
posed I oreceive a total nf over e nbye
twn hillien dollars (ineluding the inter- |
est rapddly piling up). In the year 1931 |
the 1S A is supposed Lo receive on the
war debns account ahout §240 000,000,

But the Allied powers hove no intens
tion whatever of bearing the burdens of
these huge debis on the bosis of their
own nalinnal cconenies. They pass what
they owe do the Uniled States on (o
Germany Tor the German masses to hear.
Bevween 609 1o 7Y% of what Gerinany
pavs in reparations {depending upon the
vear) i marked dircctly to po to the
United States an the Allied war debt e
et and sa it 1s supposed 1o he trans-
forved by the World Bank. A very oneat
little _scheme ot that!  Ne wonder that
Uncle Sam’s initfals are interpreted in
Evrope as standing far Uncle Shylock!

E I
The Moratorium Question r

Wew all this is cadonlated to wark wery
smenthly os lang as Germany continucs
to pay. Biuv il ehe German masses were
to eopee, {or anc rcason or another, to
T ot their sweat and bload fotn o
colden sircam  the  qpreater  porlicn of
which flows thro a divect pipe ling
Wall Streer, what wruld happen to the
Allied delts to America?  And such
cantinpency i€ here todav, as we shall see
later.

Pnder Lhe Young Plan Germany has
the Meipht™ to suspend, fimse, the  trans
fors of marks by the Warld Bank intn
forcign ecurrencics, and then the paye
ment af marks to the Warld Bank for ten
years. Db (s alsa pravided that such a
auspension wonld involve o gimilar sus
pension of Allied war debt payments to
the TInited Sates,  $o we come arpund
o Waull Strect again o the end.

o

Nrthing shrws so dramalically the new:
fistorieal role of the United States as
the center of pravity of warld capitalism
sinee the war as an analysis of the bac
facts of the reparation and war Jdebis sit-

uation!
L

2, REPARATICNS AND THE CRIISIS

The reparations and  debt  guestions
ave integrally bound up with the present
warld crisis in threc ways,  Firgt of all,
as a powerlaul precipitating  factor  {or
bringing about the crisis,  Scenndly, as
an aggravating factor once the crisis set
in.  Thirdly, as a f{actor fai sharpening
the antagonisms amoap Lthe wapiaus im-
peralist powers, pmticulatly duting 2 mo-
ment of crisis, thus serving as 3 decisive
lorce in hinderinp cven the slightest re-
covery from. the erisis :

1. The payment of all debhts is, in
the last resnrt, 2 payment in enmmaditics
1o avder to have money with which ta
pay the reparations, Gormany must hase
a wotld marleeg in which o eell {2 come-
macities,  Thus, German capacity to pay
presupposes a certain amaune of assist

Ti

and

TAGNATION

duliness in linance characterize the

in andostry
seonemic situatioin, The Hoover pro-
posal for a one year moratorhom - i
has

served as a [leeting oxymen-inhaler on

debt and repacation  payments

the Mew Yaork and Berlin bourses, but
no real vieor in the stock movements

is visible, Steol 15 operating at 389,




