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Norman Thomas Discovers America! 1.

During  the  presidential — campaign

Hoover represented the so-called benebits [

of unug American capitalism to the mass
es. Hundreds of thousands of American
workers and farmers staod apen-mouthed
and awe-inepired while they were heing
entranced by the Hooverian maonotone in
praisc of Amecrican  capifalism, withl its
“rogped individualism™ and  “unlimited
oppartunities”  They stond and  paped
while Hoowver, cngineer of the madern
cHliciency era, the oracle of mass produc
tinn, ermitted, in precise fanguape and the
clock-like regularity of the belt system,
mssurances Lhat prosperity was permancnt,
that Amcrican capitalism had solved the
prolem of economic crisis, that wages
wete high, that the American family had
henefitted from mass production in the
nccummtation of comibores, ease, and warld
lv ponds never before renlized in any
other cowntry in the world.  Millions of
radios, millions of automebiles, millions
ol bath tubs, wacuum . cleaners, washing
machines, elc., eto., ete, A paradizc rea-
lized in our own times based upon steady
caployment, at high wages,  and fair
profits to the caplains of industry.  No
class hatreds diwiding the people of the
country,  All Americans! Class conflict
nractically eliminated and peace  reigne
ingg supremc hetween the workers and
their employvers. Such was the Hooverdan
appeal, simple, divect and captivating.

%o the masses wenl to the polls voted
frr  prosperiy, mass production, park
chops, rtadins, washing machines, bath
tubs, and alt the rest of the Hoowverian
advantages of American capitalism. Honw
or became president, the stock market
bonmed. Except for the gang wars, the
fire Teom sawed-oil rifles and the din al
machine guns, nothing seemad to threat
en the teanguility and securily of the

Aunerican scene.
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Then Came the Crashi!

Then came the crash,  Millions unem-
ployed and starving,  Favmers tuimed,
hapkrupt and peondess. Millians of the
widdle men wiped ont, forced om of
busioess and inte the ranks of the work
£T5.

Permanent  prosoerity, Ioover's little
pet canney, had flown awny, In its place
came the black crow ol cconomic orisis.
The smupness of American | capilalism
disapprared.  Grave doulits entered the
minds of zven the capitalists as to the
permimcrey and success of thoir systein,
These dotthte are grawing at theit Torme
er oplimisny, undermining and shattering
it.  There is a {rantic searching for 2
way out ol the Black nightmare ol the
economie erisis which s destroying the
security af the capitalist state and ang-
wicniing Lhe {orces j11*017]1nﬁil:iﬂli [
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A Kwight Erram Appears

Mut the capitalists need not fear, Tt s
precizery At this Lime that a knight er-
rapt riding on a pallant charger miakes
his appearance. It is Norman Thaomas.
His honlk is his trosty sword.  Tor s
not the pen miphuer than the sword?

“americar way outl—shouts Norman

Thomas “Read #t, follow me and be saved
from dho damnation of the Marxian
hordes and Communists,”
“Ioay be a Bocalist but my brand of
Rocialisin s diferent.  Really there s
nothing to he afraid of ™ This is the
<larion call of Norman Thomas in his
hiook,

MNarpan Thomas i today the eutstand-
ing leader of the Socialist party, He rep-
reserts the transformation that has tak-
en place in the party of Eugene V. Dehs.
The book of Morman Thomas cxpresscs
the dominant position af the party nday
sheared of ity pseudn-Socialist verhiage
and phraseolopy.  Norman Thomas ‘is
cloaking the movement in now garmeats.
The wverhbiage is dilferent, the phrase dif-
fereat. MNorman Thamas iz bold enough
1o recoraize the substance af the chanpe
which has been wrought in the Socials
ik parly i recent years aned o praclaim
ils wirtues openly and to chunpion them
erthsiastically,

White the use of liheral phrases and
zenerabitice at a time when Motthow Woll
and William Green aypily the dominant
leaders of tlic aragnized labor movement
give Norman Thomas ithe appearance of
heing t3 the left, he nevertheless repre-
sents the extreme reactionary wing in Lhe
Socialist party, whicl a conzideration of
his vicws a¢ expressed in his hook, o he
dealt with iy later articles, will prowe.
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‘The Reviewers Speak

The cheracter of Norman  Thomas
propram  ag soncthing foteign, as dise
tingt from Sacialisma, and as e program
apgrecable to the capitalists has heen gene
eralty pragped by the reviewers of Thom-
a5 hook.

Lawris Ganeeate wriling in the MNew York
Herald Trbune on dMarch 24, 1931
gives this estimation: |

YWa Wawe A Dworror in o thbe ward Soe-
cialisna’ in Amerien anil Nacoan Thomas

o lhe veeagizel lemler of Tis parry, yer

shere 35 rothing in his ook which is oot

ardynenied by monhers in goned standing
af ol Bepublican aml DDmencratic pacts

k. I ypow canild gor iheir privaie thaephls

om _paper, Tosuspect that Owen 1. Young,

Al Drwight W, Wfnrenw would  approve

ware of whal Weavmar Themas here says

thuan wonld an orthedny MMaczian Saeialise
guch as gay, WMMoreis TTilleds, | Cevtrinly
nmre thae Willime 2, Tostee o Comimde

Sealin™ :

¥ou dant have tn be a Sacialist to
advocale what Norman  Thaomas stunds
Tar, Bvidently in the apinien of Ganeett
there is nothing in Thomas' program to
disturh the gentlemen of Wall Sirect; in
fact there & mach that they approve.

What Gannett “says further an s cven
more nealructive, nat enly. o the workers
whe may have illusions conctrning the
class character of Thomas program b
alsa to the members of the Sacialist par
ly who may resent charping Norman
Thomas with being o mild pragressive
and naot 3 Sacialist, Here 13 what Gane
net stales—camment 5 unfeccssary:

“The ald recolnlionary fervar is pone,
This kind ol Sacialiam iz simply Ameri-
can progressivisn, aliftering {ar less from
that ni Ta Folleite o Nareis, Republicans,
mt Costigan or cven Al Smith, Themncrals,

-

by Ben G‘itlbw

than 1hese peotlemen difler fram same ol

lindy arcendad nud scoopring pany mares

One teaves Lhe hnak wondering just what

il oax thal swnkes &0 many Americans so

fearfl and imlignant at that woed which

Mr. Thoamas repards a2z a sybonym Lo

practical virlpe—3Snaializm. Tu his mulh

i angils menkarmingly like  eanuaom

repsm,'” :

The revicwer of the Baltimore Sun,
Gernld W, Johnsan, in the issue of
April 4, writing about the radiealism or
Sacialism of Norman Thomag, even gocs
so far as to sugpest him as the candidate
of the Democratc- parly in 19320 He
writes: .

FTI ehis wolwue s really the handbank
of Aperican Secinlism, as onc has a elear
right 10 helieve, there seem in he {ew
sl A great reasons why Mr, Norman

Thnmas shandd nat e naminated by the

Tretnaceatie Pavty m 190320 For the radi-
infectian whiel fevers_him is paient-

1y less wirglent thao the Bryanitis wlich

1he Jackase haz enevived, and less ordne-
tve nf pas gpongrene than tho progres-
siviem of & Steck aron Norheck,  Mr

Themas {5 a0 polite, pacific and wrbaoe a

Racialist that it is possible w pick out a

Mozen  BDamacrals Gnoeand  aml resular

standing whn are twice as shaggy aml fen

[imes as aprairiaui. , .

“Indecid, the ouly individnal contribu-
fian which ha vodectakes, in this book,

b make tn Raciatist philesephy is acoept-

ed,  principle by aneh peniry ns Tlenry

Fanl, Fohn Raskoh, Qwen 13, Vo

and Charles AL Schwab, who are hardly

cver Disted  amenp fhe  flaming evanpels
af the Red goaspel. This eontribuntian is
an urpent wljmration te Sncialists 1o whif
he interest in their philoseply e from
the: warker as pradueer to 1thie workor as
comsemer. Sinee Oelnber, 19200 each of
flur Dbysiness magnales listed  abnove has
salmied this dilea with a forvont Amen'.

Norman Thomas 15 no Warxst. Par
from it'!  WNorman Thomas amphatically
rejects Marxism,  Norman Thamas rep-
resents in the Sacialist movemant a ‘com-
plete brealk from absolute final divoree
with Marxism, Thiz 15 alsa recopnized by
the reviewers and critics of his hook. Ray-
mand B Fasdick, writing in the Herald
Tribune of March 29, in an avicle ¢all
ed "Tie Lesder of the Wow Socialism,™
puts it as follows:

T §s in Becinliom, tlwernfrer, jhag M,

Thamar 1gms [or pehicl—ant the nld cre

dal Bacialism of Marx But In o sysiem
which W Thomas  migh! well  have
tevimml, ‘The  new Socizlism’. Tnr

soroman Thenas voilures I ask lis
feltrw Bacialisds =ach heteredox qiees-
tione as Hlam A meaeralion which
bas had e En far hewnsndl  Newranian

phrsics o harwinian biokogy bwe arpected
ta find Marx, wha wnas alsa the ehild of
s times,  infatlible®" Coavsraiprnity he
hinll= tlaar Abe Mardinn declvine of eeen-

The *Socialism’ of Norman Thomas

fLie rleicr::]i:_lis.m is imadequale; he has
the: same spinian 19 of the degma of cliss
enmflict: 't takrs mnre than 4 shaatiog
class strigele  effectively  to organiee A
aocialist waeld', e says.  This ard his
clapter an Comimunisns, an excellent piees
onanalysis, may help to explain why
Mr. Themass wame is haned st Commn-
st meetings in New York. -
T other words My, Thenins mmtefect-
vally weirld  End Winesetf a0 hame  wwith
madeyales like Ramsay ¥MacDonald, Heo-
dereon, and Rriand.™
T3 this Sacinlism?

Then this reviewer
ansorers: :

L MLE this be Socialismy then (hore is in-
deed trotly in the remark of the Margois
ol Ralishary, speaking in rhe Mouse aof
Lewls as prime ninister a tong HeneTalion
agr: We:are all Soeialista oow.”
Will the capitalists chiime in alter read-
g’ Thomaz’ book, "Wae are all Sacial-
i=ts now”! The manlle of ‘Debs has fall-
en Lo Narman Thomas but o it Norman
Thomas has added the respectability of
a high silk- hat.  And the capitalists are
guick to recognize’ that it is the ideas
under the silk hat that count and are ac-
ceptable, Socialism Teing only a cloak
that may be uselul as 4 means of decep-
tien of the masses, or discarded entirely
if Mr. Thaomas thinks its cxpedient.
Huarry Llmer, Barpes writing in the
Evening World-Telegrany of March 30
clearly indicates that WNarman Thomas'
program s not Marxian, not Sacialist, s

anti-Communisl—is  jusl  progressivism,
He says:
“Thn  Tewisionisim has  made  preat

Tremlwar, there has howewver, heen bur ane
really bhpertant and logieal type of his
torie Hneiatism, namely  Marxian  Sacial-
isnt, This, wirh certain mndifications, is
nowe being applicd {in aciisn as Cemmon-
st There are many heraie effords to il
fecentiate Secinlisim fram Commamisia
they can hardly be wvery logical ar con-
viting unless one roles nat the ehiel lhis.
laric varicly nf Socializm,

UWarman Thomas

s just eamphelod
e af the ot

impartant heeks of re-

cend yeres Uaneria’s Way Qw11 s a

stalesmanhile  prosentaion af advanced

(U RS LI TN T1 iz presiag,  cancrele,
v

s dhive atd anti-Commnnisic,

The rewewers and critics have  spolk-
em, Morman Thomas enn not cover his
mkedness with the fio-beal of Socinlism.
His “America™s Way O™ is e way ant,
for the workers, Tt is a program for the
crmtinnation af capitalism.  This the [al-
fenwinge articles will prove from the cone
sidlevation of NWorman Thowmas® views as

cxpressed i the hook fsell.

Problems of the

Marine Workers

WHAT ABOUT THE MARINE UNIDN?

{Conctuded  frem lnst imsne)

In the carly pact of Tast summer about
300 river warkers in Neow Orleans ob-
jected Lo u wage-cut and came oot more
or less unamimous (ar a strike, This sirike
had heen in cxistence two days before the
Ingal feadership wolke up to the fact that
samething was happening, What «ic they
do?  They then went down te the plce
- strike and called upon the workers
quil work,  Nothing wrong, in that,
is t?7  MNno but the slogans emplaved
el Lhese workers out was wrong, They
nsed Lhe slogan: “"Come  out on sirike
and the unien will feed you!™ “Came up
w the union hall and we will feed yout™
The "we™ at that Uime as well as now,
itk not have enough Lo feed a cat mnch
less themselves or the 200 striking Ne-
pro owothers, Unian cards weore dished
out by the hundreds,  AlL a warker had
to do was o say: L am p striking long.
shoreman® and 2t once he was given
1 wnion card and he was a fulldfledged
member of the wnion. Beyond that no
steps were taken to organize and lead this
strike, )

In the meantime a telepram was dis-
patched to the National Office in New
Yook telling ol the “preat srke A
great ballyhoo was made out al this,
The Natianal Organizer, Harvey, was im-
mediately put o a Pullman and went off
Lo MNew Chileans to Vlead” this great strike.
How well heded it ds history by now,
He had heen there ahout three days
when the striking Negroes began te e
fev to him as the “hess man™. Any one
whn has gpent any time orfanizing the
warkers in the South kiows exactly just
how complinentary such a remark s,
The srike weni an, The workers, have
ing heen called aur under the wrong sle-
gans in the first place, found that things
did not come sut as cxpected and that
the pramises of Harvey and other “lead.
ers” were fo mnch bolopny and bepan to
drift back to the job, Ta their consterna-
tien, hewever, they found that a wranc
had been put up on the dock displacing
§0% of the warkers and that athers had
talien their place, :

What was the resnlt?  Only 206 ol
the strikers went back on the job taking
the wageecut and ane siriker was  scnt
ta the hospital with a bollet i his lep.
Many athcrs were in jail a5 were some
af the seamen taking part in the organ-
sation waork.  After this fiasco, of course,
any litle confidence the workers might
have had in the lendership ol the unian
before, disapporcd, Wage-cnts, however,
continued on the Goll. No eontacts
were made among the bongshoremen. The
I. L. A fram ihe president down Lo the
last man to jnin was left severcly alone
in s far as ervganization was concerneid
O the other hand, thty wne f]'tqur:nﬂ}'
attacked by the  leadership  in lead-
let. and  publication  ns “socialdascists”
This term was nsed to caver the 1 L. AL
membership in its entirety, Fveryane tha
did net earry a eatd of the Tndustrial
Union was a “sacial-fascizst™ o waorse,

* %o
The Fruits of Iselation

Is it then any wonder that the unian
was so e out of contact with the work-
ers that when the ranle and file revolt of
the 1. L. A. accurred in Getober and res
sulted in o strike in Galveston, ]‘Tou§tnn

by “Lookout”

and Corpus Christi, the union  newer
lenew o thing about it until the day {ol
lowing the walket?  As usual, they pot
m on the tail-end but due to fack of
previans eontael, due to the wreonp polic
ty of kezping alonf from the 1. L. AL
instead af formingg a lelt granp within
thae erganization and duc to the labelling
uf its members in genernl as “secinl-fas-
cist”™, the influenee of the  Tadustrial
Lnion in this srike was warse than noth-
g, We shall come back to the gnes
tion of this later in the acticle,  Suffi-
elent 35 1o say that a couple of months
after ethis, the hali in Galvestan was clos-
cd wp. A couple of weeks later the lo-
cal lcadership in Honston fallowed ox-
ample and closed down the habl and piled
thermselves inte an aatemobile belanging
ta the organization and started the obd
mator up. It probably pat stack soune
rlace for w date they have not heen
beard from.  Tncidendy they forgoe a lie-
tle matter af ahout $4,000.00 each hail
money supplied by sympathetic individ-
uals when these warllhies were wrrested—
fer smashing up a beatleg jeint and the
heating up of a couple of prostitutes over
an arpument of dellars and cenis and
value received.  About this time Boston
and Previdence ¢losed down due to lack
of support by the seamen whe canld nat
nnderstand the necessity of consulting a
nprown alfice clerk on haw v organize,
But mare of this later.
* % x

The Story of the Phif.’i;ﬁ[eh)hfﬂ Sirike

Philadelphia, What a nlorinus oppor-
tunity here! What peassibilitics!  The or-
panizers here, with ane exception, were
men that hod had seme provious experis
ence in orgamizing and leading strikas just
in ‘this  particular  industry—MacGrath
laving talen part in the arganization of
the Wahhbbics iy Australia, Johansen hav-
ing taken n prominent part in the orpgani
zatinn and strike in this country in 1921,
Saderberz heing one of stven who bnilt
the union in Bucnes Ayees, Argendine,
in 1919 and tonk A praminent part in
the pencral strike there in 1920, who alsn
organized  Lhe strike in London, Bapg-
Iand, in 1925, All of these workers have
had maore or less experienca in strikas in
the past as well as in organieation, There
wni just one crime these men. had conme
mitted in the wyes of the Party—they
had previaualy been members of the 1.
W W for years. This was an unforgiv-
able crime and they esuld therefore not

THE conclusion of the Intorin-

tianal Chamber of Commerce Conven-

tion finds not even the faintest fiick-
er of a favorable turn in indusity, Few
have any hape that the New Yiork Fed-
cral Reserve. Bank’s reduction of the
discount rafe to. 1% %, the lowest
on record, will prove of any welue at
all in ehecking the increasing How of
pold to Wall Street, already 51_1§fft‘rin;?,
from a nlethora of this comihogdity.
MNor will the Iow discount rate stinm-
late hond sales and thos hoost con-
strucliony, and general activitity. On

Thi




