.- Norman Thomas Discovers America! II.

Norman Thamas may call himself a
Socialist, But that does not make him a
Sncialist or a champion of Socialism:
Nor does ane who shouts: pacifist phras
ez and ¢oins  ghodsoundirg  slogans
against war guaraniee peace.  Woodrow
“Witson was lar mare radical in his phras-
e than Nerman Thomas, He cabled big
Lusincss, capitalism and imperialism wery
ugly names in his New Freedom, MNor-

man Thomas treats big business and capis |

talism politely, with soft, soothing words
and apotogetic phrases. How can. we
forget Professar Woodrow Wilsan when
he thundered against war, as the cham-
“pion wha “kept us aut of war'—ind
thes ecnt us into war?

This the late Woodrow Wilson did in
the name of “democracy™, as the chame-
pion of “peace.”

x * L
The Program of Norman Thomas

Mow along comes Norman  Thomas
with Iis appeal.  The Socialisy Thomas

has nothing in commen with Socialisn, |

His propram is nat a Socialist program,
It is a program for “democracy™, says
Narmazn Themas, Let us examine  his
program,  [o lis book, he writes:

“I1 tlre cost of harnessing the billien
wild harses to our service is a diclater.
ship like Communism, with the ghori-
fication of the mass mind and soul, we
aeed have no illusions that our child-
ren's children will mot have a heavy
price tn pay before this old wald i

governed by a fellowship  of [rce
men,”
The “hillion wild  horses™ Norman

Thomas refers 1o ace the machines, the
means of production and distribution, I
the billion wild harses arc to be har-
nessed  for service and nbt for prodit,
thru “a dictatership like Communism®,
then Naorman Thomas is opposcd ta it
Morman Thomas considers Communisin
synapimaous, fdentical® with  dictatorship
—becauze Narman Thomas s anti-So-
cialist, anti-Comnunist, |

The Role of the Waorking Class

The whole crux ta the attainment of
Sacizlism is the recognition of the rovo-
lutianary significance  of the  working
class ny a class in capitalist sceiety,  Bo-
cinlists recognize that eapitalisms brings
inte being a large working class, neces
sary for capitalist production, and sub-
jected to capitabist " exploitation,  As A
resutt of this division between the worke
ers and the capitalists, capitalist sociely
is divided into twn main  clasees--the
working class and the eapitalist ¢lass, The
intercits of these wwo classes clash. s
a resnlt ol the clash hetween the warke
ers and capitalists, we have raging in
capitalist socicty o war of the classes,
a class struggle,  True Socialists, Com-
munits 1ecognize  this elass  strupgle,
Aecopnize i hidlorical signifigance in
that class strugple in  capitalisi society
brings haldly ta’ the fore the frer that
the anly way in which industry can be
harnessed [or servics 4o sociely and noty
for profit is hy the working cipss destroy
ing the power of the capilalists, expro-
priating 1he capitalists of their proper-
ty, and, thru a working class government,
taking over the wealth and industrics of
the country in the intercsts of produe-
ers, the workers and the farmers,

But Norman Thomas- 5 emphatically
opposed 10 a class appeal, Me ds for a
“aeneral appeal” 1o the goodaess of all
men and the “wvirlues” of demacracy. He
15 in mortal fear lest thie wotkers take
cuer industry and tun it to sni them-
selves.  That would he a dictatership. 1t
wauld be ton “costly”, says  MNorman
Thomas, because it involves the “glorifi-
cation of the moss mind and soul™

Narman Thomas is opposed w0 the
“glorification of the mass mind” of he
working class in the attainment of So-
cialism. Narman Thomas, prefers the so-
¢alled freedom of the individual mind
under capitalism to the plorification ol
the mass mind af the working class on-
der Sacialism ar Communism,  In other
words, Morman Thomas prefers the prese
eni day capitalist mind,  Let us take
America. Surely Nerman Thomas claims
tor be a matve, one roated in the Aumerd-
can soil, Lot us tey tn osee what i3 so
wenderful aboul the mind under Ameri
can capilalism that Nerman Thomas is
afraidd Socialism’ will destroy. :

: ' * K %

The “Free Mind” Under Capitalisny

The New York Graphic (s an excellent
example .of how the iree mind is being
developed under capitalism. The entic-
g, suggestive, pornegraphic poscs of
the nude and semi-nede chorus pirls, the
Waod curdling gang and murder storics,
those bed-Adme stories,” {ildh, and, family
smut that i presented for the gloriica
tien- and edification of the mind.  The
cditorizs, the ads, the ‘silly cartoons, the
wise-cracks, the advice on heauty, the
advice on how to capture a hushand, and
Low to keep his love, the sperts, oo, are
all parts al the capitalit mind:  The
Graphic vepresents the freedom of the
capitalists to poilute, poizon, deaden and
awmsi{y the mind of the workers, to the
ered that their minds should be a sordid
mess of those matters injected into them,
making the workers unahie to think except
in the manncr in which the. capitalist
want them to think. The. capitalist are
malding a mass mind of the workers that
will prevent them from thinking cfective-
ly in their own interests.  From infancy
their minds arc deliberately being molded,
thru . the schools, churches, newspaper
mapazings, movies, ¢olleges  and cvery
avallable means of cultural enterprise.

Unblushingly Nerman Thamas prefers
this tn Cammunism  because the Jatter
ghorifies the mass mind of the masses for
colleetive effortz under Socialism for the
common good of the workers.  Don'’t
think tngether as workers!  Don™t have
a mass mind!  Don't act in unison—that
is amathema! It is so much “cheaper”
to continue capitalism with its rich and
poor, its unemployment, its low wages,
poverty, destitution starvation and mis-
ery. ‘The capitalist systems may be a
competitive hell but it would be too

by Ben _G_itl(ﬁv

“eogtly™ 1o have Sociabism hased upon
the “united thinking and agreement of
the workers, Then §F you will ask Nor-
man Thomas: How abaut the glorifica-

ton ol capitalist ‘mass contral ol the |-

workers minds that leads them by the
millions to-slaughter on the battleliclds
ol imperialist war?  Ts thar costly, Mr.
Norman Thomas?  Perlaps he will an-
swer: Oh, that's an emergency!

* x  *x

* The “Fellowship of Free Men™

And the “fellowship of free men?™
What doce that  mean, which  Nerman
Thomas prefers o Commnnist diectator
ship? Ts that o [elowslip of workers and
capitalists? "Ts it a leltowsbup woder capi-
talisen with its eluss divisions and class
vanllicts?

Waorman Themas gives the answer in
Tis ook, His fellowship sees a contine
uation of capitalisin and capitalist seciely,
His appeal 15 to afl classes, geacrally tike
the two pavties of capitalism, ta the penr
ple regardless of their cluss interests. The
Sacialist appeal te the working class s
gnne.  The call: Waorkers of the world,
unitel is gane [1om the message of Nor-
m:lt]n Themas. Tnstead this is the clarion
Lall;

"lis appeal will he many sided o

men's interests Bs consumers as well

homas Fears Socialism

.

s producers, to (heir desire {or jus
tice and bratherhiooed even more than

o mere  resenlment  against  class
wrong,”
Bur the capitalists are alsa conaume

ers,  Norman Thowmas is for-a program
of democracy for the workers and {ar the
capitialists. - This is not Socialism, 1L is
liberelisin.  The democracy of Woadrow
Wilsnn was more bold. He stated in fis
book New Freedom:

“Palitics in America is in a case
which sadly requires attention,  The
systeny scboap hy our law and our ns-
ape doesn't work-- e oal lepst ot can't
be depended ong it is made o work
anly by s mast unreasenable cxpendic
tures ol labor and paing,  The gow
erunment, which was designed foe e
people, has gat inta the hands of hoss-
osoand thetr employers, the spoeial
inlerests.  An invisible empire has
heen set up above the farms of de-
mncracy.”

We know what Wilanian demncracy
gave the workers,  Imperialist war and
the Palmer vegime. It did not change
capitalism  oc rowd the capitabists  fra
power. And the democracy of the "Sa-
ciait” Thomas, if given the opportuni-
ty, will yet shont dows warkers to main-
tain Americnn “democracy™,  Anferican
capitalism!

The Wrecking Course Proceeds

THE GRISIS IN

THE “LAISVE"

From Statement of Lithuanian Opposition

{(Coneluded from lost dssue)

Rimba decided Lo seize Lrdsve, posi-
pong ihe conference, suspend many
sharcholders and thus gel o majority
in the cenforence.
this, he instructed his chairman of
the board of divcetors, Weiss, to eall
fom Tebruary 4) a special rmecting
of the board of diveelors and liere
Bimba demanded that the bonrdl sus-
nend thres divectors. Then three di-

rectors supporling Bimba wonld have|

been. “drafterd,” making a majority
for thom and they would lLave ar-
ranged the eonfernheca (o suit them-
selves,  Bul they failed, seven voles

-apainst Himba's propesition and four,

for, .

Bimba demanded thal the direclors
give him {he now says—“to the Par-
ty") the addresses of Laiswe’s read-
erg. The directors decided nol to give
these to him as ihey knew that they
woulbd be used to send out all of Bim-
ba's secandalous altacks, Next morning
we found the addresses skelen and
several thousand envelopes pone,

* 4o
The Conference

Whan the sharcholders” conferencn
opencd, Weiss, as thd chairman of the
Lnard of directors, began in overy way
nossihle to slander Bulkus and hiz
supporters. © Uproars!  Nearly lwo-
thirds of -the shaveholdes demanded
that Butkus be given the apportunity
to answor Welss' glanders.  The Bim-
I Tanaties yelled as'loud as Aoy
could. Because of their velling the
majorily of the conforence locame so
angered that they did not let Amiter
speak when he, instend of speaking of
activities of the G.I%, hegan o ret
peat the slanders of Weiss, The up-
roar lasted the whole forenoon.

Then began the cireus, The edi-
tors, instead of rcporting on the pa-

per, eonfessed  (heiv misdeeds  and
capitalaled to Rimba and his clifue.
[ I 3

The New "Dircctors™

It wiusl he clear to every one, Lhal
such a conforence was not legal aod
authorized, was contrary io the con-
slitution of the Laisve Coopeoralive;
it trampied uwpen all deconcies and
maorked the shavehollers, who Thad
buill up Laigne. Thare arve no direc-
tors now. Just & fipg-leaf, eovered
with whiah, Bimba, can now cook
anolher moss, :

The new “hoard of direciors” con-
gists of tho worst elements who in
the pasl were cither inactive or had
dropped oul of the movement. But
so long as they are with Bimba now,
they beeome: 1004 Communists over-
night: (We will pudlish more whont
this feler—Editor). S

Since Bimba tonk eontrol of the
Leizve, his regime has driven the hest
workers out of the shop, and ihey
have heen replaced with anti-Com-
nimnist elements,

Then the “election™ o divectors.
A positive demand was made that the
dircelors lie nominated in Lhe ordinary
manner, and voted on by seeret bal-
lot as is sdways done in Lthe "Ledisne’s
stockholdeors  eonfevence. DBuivydas
disregarded” sueh demands, tend the
“stute” proposed by the Rimibaites
and demanded that we wols “Tor Corir-
muanism” Tor this slate or—agninst
the Communist. Parly! Again an up-
roar! TFor the Bimba slate, the I3im-
ba committee “eounted® 186 voles
(286 delegates officially repistered at
the conference), Bul still there was
ne majority.  Apainst that Bimba
slafe G4 woles—the others rose in pro-
test and left. the hall. And this is
how. the sonference broke up.  These
are the methods used i 2 non-Party
workers organization!

) o Aok &
- Jist Before the Conference

The Saturday before the conference
thers took place a cancus of the Party
members, At that eauecus those D'ar-
ty. members who. dizagreed with ihe

Gentral Bure were threatened that
if they did not betray their convie-
tiona and openly denounce at the

In arder to achieve,

eonferance the caveus of Feloruary
1st, ihey would be demoumeed as en-
enites of dhe working clase and ex-
pelled. Tiwha and Amter stated, that

Af they failed to get eontrsl of the

conference, then the Party swould
smash Laises, denounee il as a enin-
ter-revolutionary paper and the Bure
would publish iks own paper.

Thuz pushed to the wall, certanin

.welak comraddes, espeeially the Fadsvel.
otitory, aptoced to surrender, But they|:

surtendered, nol because they  had
changed theiv opiniong or were con-
vineed that the Rimba Rura's thyeat
was “Coramanist work,” il hecause
they feared bhe threat, We, of COUTSE,
did not. knew of ihe dishoneraile role
forced upnn £hem, and even if we had
knoven, we would wot have lelipvad
that “revolutionarics™ would sell tleir

censeicnes for a few erumbs from the

Bimba iable, Many of these come
rades agree with us today, no wmatter
whal they say openly.

* * &

What's the Solution?

Comrades, sharcholders and reacdl-
era! FProm the ahove-stated frels vou
ean soe thal dietntor Bimba's Cenlreal
Burn and its Tollowers really want Lo
destray Lrisve. _

What is it to them if wilh {heir
coniinual atlacks, slanderzs and peo-
voeations they will drive oul-a lavge
portian of the members of ibe Lithu-
anmtan Workers Literary Socicly and
the Lithunanian Working Womens Al-
linnee, Proletarian Art Sorciety, Li-
thuaninan Werkers Allinnea?  What
is it to ihew i the majorily of
farizne’s shareholdoras and readers e-
come passive, leive our movemetil?

Are wo poing o pormit thom o do
thair delesiable work? Tivery teal
rivolutionary worker must  immedi-
ately answer: Ne, and again, N”.f

- * * *x '

What Mast We Do Now?

1.et us ol earry out the following
measures, 17 we want to save our opF-
panizalions and inatituiions, and the
whaole movement from ganeral damor-
alization,

1. Send wgent demands, even to
the Bimhaite direetors, that Anthony
Bimba, head of the present disinte-
graling elique, be imwedialely  ve-
moverd from the editorship of Lafsve

2. At ihe same time wmake o state-
went that we do not roecupnize the
present directors as authorized and
deimnanmd that a new Lddsue coopera-
tive sharcholders confarence e held
and new direclors eleeted—in the way
that was alwayvs done up Lill-this con-
ferener: apen nominalions and seerci
Tiallot. '

3. Copies of all demands should
be sent ta the address given below o
that we would knew how many read-
org and shareholders have performea
their duaties. e
- Only  the general prolest of ibe
shareholders and readers will Torec
the Rimbaites Lo give ap thaélr des-
truclive work.- Only by lwenking
Lheir deslroctive plans will Lafsve re-
gain the confidenece of the masses and
will e able Lo strengihen our move-
menl in ity entirely and io consolidate
the forees of the rovolutionary move-

s

T.I-IE downward trend is deepen-
ing aind is new gencral. Whole-
sale and retad teade, owtprt’ of eleatric
|)owct;, the stoek’ market’ and  hank
clnafings'- arc continuing to decline.

Fhe very cheap credit set by the Fed-
eral Reserve is helping only the high-
est giade bonds. The Bank of Eng.
land has dropped its disconnt rate to

“ter of a century. But these stimulants
aren't helping one bit. Even the blue-

235 g5, the first time in nearly a quat-.

“The






