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The Murder of Jose Diaz 
By MANUIEL GOMEZ. 

'7'()U will never understand the 
.l heroic struggle- of the MexlC&D 

peons from 1911 to the present day if 
you think of it, as most Americans do, 
In terms of Its chieftains-Zapata, 
Villa, Vlllare&I, Soto y Gama, Obrt,: 
gon, etc. 

You must think rather of a dogged, 
long-suffering human mus that 
presses llrmly forward notwithstand­
ing that at every step some of !ta 
precious lite-blood Is spilled and muti­
lated pieces are hacked from Its com­
l)Osltle body. Old leaders betray or 
are cut olr In the struggle. Yet the 
mau struggles on, recreating a lead· 
ershlop from Its own tluue. Here l1 
the essential vitality of the Me:r.lC&D 
revolution, llgbtlng now under the 
banner of the &OTernmeot, now 
lljlainst It. and accompllabing marTels 
In the teeth of the unrelenting opl)Osl• 
Uon of the United States, the creat• 
e■t Imperialist power the world baa 
ner known. Surely thla ia a mlgbt:Y, 
u el)OChal moTement! 

The MexlC&D rnolutlon la be1A1 con­
lt&ntly beheaded. Whell I Tlalted 
Me:r.1.co recently the comradds we1e 
attll talking of the uaasslnatlon of 

. Mo�eno, tbe Communist member of 
Ille leglalature of Vera Crua, who was 

• abot down In cold blood at the nry 
door of the leglalatlve chamber. Dur­
lllg the llrst week of my Tlalt one of 
the delegatea to the approaching con­
vention of the Communist Party of 
Mexico arr1Ted In Me:r.tco City with 
the news that Primo Tapia, recognised 
leader of the organised peaaants • of 
the state of Mlcboaca"n, had Just been 
brutally slain by the police. My read­
ers will no doubt remember haTlng 
seen the story of Primo Tapia In The 
DAILY WORKER. A couple of weeks 
later came the murder of Joae Dlaa. 
r la said that right now-<lurlng the 

present "peacetul" phase of Mexi­
can progresa-llve hundred local lead­
ers are being murdered every day In 
the towns and llelda of Mexico. Some 
are shot In the back by police officers 
.11.0lllllah�d...lll.. the tradltlODfl of the old 

6 • er,. ,jl'!,, !111•.;'.' aome are killed by 
professlo11ar "white guarda" In the pay 
of reactionary landowners; some are 
done to death by agents of powerful 
American corporatlona. 

Jose Diaz was one of the latter. 
Jose waa not a prominent re-.olu­

tlonary llgure, altho he had been an 
anarchist. He was one of the multi­
tude of poverty-stricken Mexican work­
ers, and would never have been mur­
dered at all If be had not Induced his 
fellow-workers In the mines of the 
"Cinco Minas" corporation to strike 
for more pay. °Cinco Minas" ta & 
Mexican name, but an American com­
'PIIDY, controlled by the same Mr. Ger­
ard who was United States ambassa­
dor to Germany when the World War 
broke out and whoae llaahy book entl• 
Utled "My Four Yeara In Germany" 
waa one of th99e used by professional 
J)alJ"lpts to lay "all the crimes �Inst 

, c1v1ltu.tlon" at the door of the Ger­
man kaiser. Jose should have thought 
twice before exercising the constllu• 
Uonally guaranteed right to atrlke 
against the great Mr. Gerard. 

It la true there were mitigating cir• 
cumstances tn Jo■e's f&Tor. Condi­
tion.- at Cinco Minas were frightful, 
even as compared -with the other 
American-owned mines In the nelgh­
borhOOd. The pay was only 40 cents 
a day (U. B. currency), whereas the 
other mlni,s paid 60. Accidents oc­
curred frequently, for the compapy 
had bribed the �-.ernmeut mine ln­
apectors not to look for aafety appli­
ances. When a man was Injured be 
was simply struck from the payroll 
and left to puHle 'out hla own future 
by himself before he was out of the 
hospital. MOREOVER. It la Jllst as ridiculous 

to blame the strike on Jose as 
to blame the World War on the kai­
ser. The other -men were willing 
enough. They •went out to a man on 
the ftrst day. 

The Cinco Minas strike, which bad 

Ions beell prepariJlg, broke out aboat 
the middle of lut May, abortl1' after 
m1' arrlnl In Mexico. The worken 
demanded hlch•r ..... ud 1mpn,Ted 
colldltlona. Looking at tt from the 
number of men affected, It waa a -11 
all'&ir, 'quite u 1nelg,,1Acant .. Joee 
hlmaelf. Only a couple ol hundred 
men were lnvo!Ted, and neW11 of It 
mtcht not haTe gone far beyond the 
little Ttllage of HoatoUpaqullle In the 
state of Jalleco, where the Cinco 
Mlnaa propert1' la k>caWd, If the com• 
P&n1' had not appealed to the United 
Btatea consul to exert preuure on the 
MexiC&D gonrnment to force the meu 
back to work. . 

No benellclal reaulta wer,, aecnred 
for ,the company by this maneuver, 
but It gave new algnlftcance to the 
Cinco· Minas atruggle. It showed -for­
eign capt� attll np t,o, lta.

,,014 
tricu. At oace the mt� 01 the 
entire Mexican people became maul­
featly Identical with thoae of the 
striking miners. Labor papen In all 
parts of the country took up the !sane 
of the Cinco Minas strike. Contribu­
tions began to pour In from tr.llde 
unions-and not only from trade unions 
but from all those Interested to free 
Mexico from the domination of for­
eign capital. The Mexican section of 
the All-American Anti-Iu,perlallst 
League arranged a mass meeting of 
protest and sent a contrfbntlon. The 
strike waa now part of the Mexican 
revolution. 

After several weeks of struggle the 
Cinco Minas company was forced to 
capitulate. The men went back to 
work with a 10-cent Increase ln pay 
and a general adjustment of crleT­
ancea. 

That was all. Except that In the Joy 
of Tlctory the mlnera had forgotten 
that they must continue to protect 
their leader, Jose. Jose liked to take 
long walks at night, which la a dan• 
gerous <:uatom for one who baa Jost 
led a. successful atr!ke. A few days 
.after the Tlctory his body wu broupt 
In, riddled with bullets. 

Of eourae, the workers of Cl11c011 
Mlnu wUl AAd aomeone to take J011e'a 
plac6. T� J?e&t '111.U.,,and ,i,.-tiae 
maas baa rell1-l:ed tar blcger leaden 
than l)OOr Jose. l'be. M'e:,:!can NT,0111· 
Uon _Joes on Inexorably. But 'with 
what terrlllc aacrlftces, we who look 
on It from afar can never compreheJ,Jd. 

. • . . 
ON my way back to the United 

States &'bout a week after the 
Cinco Minas settlement I picked op a 
train acquaintance with a certain well· 
to-do Mr. P--, who, as It ci.a-d, 
owned a amall mining property quite 
near the village of HoatotlP&tlUflle. 
Naturally I turned the couveraaUon 
Into the channel of Cinco Mlnaa. 

"Oh, yes," said Mr. --, "the min• 
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"PADLOCKED." bis cranium that bla own bnllbeaded· 

CAPITALllDI .- Iii, utoall;hlns aeas 1,mt his da111hter atraight to the 
hmgdla ..,.--.. to tlllllleTe ka cabaret anc' tie reformatori-T No, ln• 

CODOeptloM ae ....., and it de- deed, not for either of tbelle two good 
·
...,_ 

.-. .....,...,.., eonceptloM, reasona does he chanse,'"-he remalna 
too. Bat tile rwilc>ndlWty for pnc- tbe pillar of the Pn'rity 1-pe dnplte 

nch aeemlDglJ' tragic oecurrencea. tleas monl la- UNI tie 119naJty for Hts reTolt a,alnat "Blne Laws" their Tk>lltloa ._ In direct comea wun Im aecond wife, hia pnvl­
lllllllCll'tlft to one'a -1th and the ona 10111-mate at reforming wa1"'ard 
tactll Of time ODe !&u -- k. glrla, proTea to 'be nothing more than AA o( dleh• la 1ltoollp,t out tn exas• a dealsnlng and llard-np female who 
sented ,_ 1'1' tile "mories," • for married him for hla mone1'. She 
blatance fn "Padlocnd.'' adopted trom want hla money not only for henelf 
a Ooemopolkan aerial •Ol'J' 111' Rex bnt alao for her· mother and for her 
BNcll ellowlns th1I week at tile "Clll• brother and elater, e.11 ol 1l'hom are 
caao." poor but amb!Uou■ ud - a ni: 

'I'll- Ila■ bees aa epidemic cl gar tacllftJ' tor apelns the vlcea of the 
th- morallaUc pletu- eTer ■Ince rloll. 
tile debut al the "11811,er," They are Whea the father - Ille 1tep.ao11 unall1' 84-rerdaed M "a modern maklns Jove to a mal4 ae...-ant, It..,.. 
d-1ltera p,oblema." bl tlM moviea, gill■ to dawn oa lalm that the llWe 
let it lie 'IUld� a "mOdera dallsh· cl&Jldeatlne alraln at ...,.kneed "ld4" tel"' la &1-,. a rich man'a daashter partlu llla daughter uaed to glTe were 
at leMt &IIJ' d&albter tllat 1a ooulder- heannly tanocut Indeed (there rich 
ell 1-rtant uoqla to U.Te •IJC'Oi,. kids P1a1'ed YIU. rich klda, at &llJ' 
lems.• Worlr:lng clr)a are Introduced rate.) At lut he - the llcllt. tllat 
u movie cllaracten for�&IIJ' � "freedom" (.wlWJI Illa own claaa) la 
•-t Ulat al •�•Ir pro'b- the lte7 to all moral problema. Free­
l-; u11al!J', �. ID. order to dom coeta money, howner, ao he i.. 
eerTe aa prolbleala for rich men•• glna to purehue lt,-llnt. by bllJ'IDI 
,f01118I the depa,ture of hla aecond wife ud 

Tile O'Olllalu o< the modern :,onng all her relaUTea at the price or "half 
'rich girt tn "PaiHoclted," 111m11ar to hla fortulle." 
thoee cl moat oUler "daughters GI to- So the ''movla" diacloNe the eTobJ­
day,"_ anae from the fact tMt her tton or capkallat moralltJ' !tom "Jllld· 
fathNt, altho lie llaa ''made" the nece• 'locked" Puritanism to bJcb-prieed 
asy fortune • nUtle hie family to "freedom," with ncea being vieea only­
all the t,leunrea ot the Idle rich, when theJ' are pracUced b1' the -r. 
uenrthelu■ hun't - otr hla ekln !'he aharpellt thCll'll In the rich pepa'a 
of parttanlcal moralltJ'. In a refonnlllt crown la the 1111:llt of ia aecond wife'• 
fnrore, kindled by cloae openioael con- plebl&n mother • lllle - la her 
tact with eplnMer aoelal welfare WOl'k• rocker onr her lllp of bl'UldJ'. 
era, be etarta a cruaede tlO uplift eo- The pl- la cepabl1' acted, with 
clety'e moraHty, -.1th Illa o- dangll- many o!d-tlmera In the cute, to ay 
ter aa one of the vlctlma. Flguratlyely nothln1 of Donglu ll'alNlal11t■, Jr. 
and Ute1'8lly, ehe la "padlocked" to Lola Moran 19 a real little apolted 
keep her from dancing pertlea, etc., danghter of the rich. with falry-)lke 
until llnally the lather allows her to face and ,race. The plot, however, 
be eent to a elate reformatory to aee doean't lack the artiatJc; crlmea th.at 

1 'what •�heJ" d)e()fpUnary meuurea feature moat ••moviu,":-too ',,Ur-
1 can do 1lo •Te her 1011!. fetched metsm� ot' 'ella�. 

The pctore nachea the t.-...1c too many colncfdenees, too many, 
deptlle of the modern 7001ns rich girl fainting apella. Bnt It ancceeded In 
nen having to ecrnb lloors. AIi the holdlns my lntereat almoat to the end. 
other girls at t.he reformatory haTe G. W. 
bo ecrnb ftoora, too, of coune, and 
march In uniformed, <:tlmlnal llnee to 
eat, aleep and 'Pray. But their punish­
ment or drudgery ian't auy "1,11l'Oblem" 
for them; the caee of the modern 
rich girl ia different. Her sentence 
waa an "accident"; C<1 the "movie" 
■hows the other g1r19 bnltally teasing 
her about her pretty handa being 
IJIOfv,d (they tbemae!Tee a,pparenUy 
betag jealooa because they never bad 
any to 81>011). 

But the modern J'OUDg/ rich sir! 
de&D.'t haTe to acrub floors long 
e110ugh to aftect her hands; ahe la 
conveniently reacued by a modern 
dragon of an old villain, .,.ho baa been 
rich enongb and for long 1nongh that 
he movea comfortably In bie ame 
hlch aociety u the modern J'Oung up. 
rlgbt rich man who apuras the 
.modern dauchter becallA he mtenn­
denw.D.da Iler, thinking .Iler displayed 
alreetlon tor the old dragon roae• la' 
dlM to· �r oommerclal ambition• 
lnatflllil or to her "Innocence." And 
jot(..... - • 

What' � awakena the old• 
faebloaed rich father to the folly of 
bta Pul'ftanlcal acrnples T Ia It bf>. 
cane lie comea to reallae 0that It fJraa 
his crttelty that killed his wlfll T Ia 
It becawoe It ev .. tnally trickles Into 

ers ban won. But to tell the trnth, 
the Cinco Mlnae outilt can well af. 
ford to pay &O cents a day. They 
starte41 bl on a ahoestrlng- mllllon 
dollars, I thlllk, YU. the original' ln­
natment. In the �at ten years they 
haYe gotten aomethlng like $10,000,000 
out of the mine, which has gone Into 
lnc'reaaed • caJl[tallzatilln. Besides that 
they ban JI.Id themaelves regular dlT• 
ldend1 of 10 per eent on their lnTest­
ment. 

•ot COID'H they -eated It out of 
theu -. AlwaJ'a wanted Gen.rd to 
so a bit _,, or there would be the 
deuce to pa.y." 

The ex-ambaaaador, :,ou will remem­
ber, ta the one whQ could not contain 
hla r!ghteou.a llldtgnation at the luJ. 
ser'a crimes against humanity. 

A. ci,inese mnvle ■ctre11 atarr-ina in the 
1U111 '4A t..ver'a DN■m," The picture 
waa made in China with a whole Chine" 
caet. 
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