[Wall St. And Rome
Are Against Mexico

By MANUEL GOMEZ, Secretary
All-America Anti-Imperialist League.

ATHOLICS -thruout the United States are being asked to pray for

Mexico. It is obvious, however, that these prayers are not directed
to any supernatural being. They are political prayers. Everyone of them
Is part of an ingenious religio-political dumb show, designed to mobllize
all possible forces behind an attack upon the Mexican government.

The church Iin Mexico represents black reaction. Its interests are
Identical with the great landowning aristocracy, in support of which It
has consistently opposed every move of the poor peasants to secure land
and every move of the workers to free themselves from the domination
of the ruling classes. The church supported the counter-revolutionary
coup d’etat of Victorlano Huerta in 1912. It supported the revoit of
Adolfo de la Huerta in 1924. It is trying to organize a counter-revolution
against President Calles now.

Because of the reactionary role of the catholic hierarchy In Mexioo,
the Mexican constitution of 1917 prohibited the church from owning
property, prohibited foreign-born priests from officiating In Mexico (two-
thirds of all priests were foreigners), iimited the total number of priests,
excluded prlests from participation in politics and secularized education.
Calles has done no more than put these provisions into effect.

HE church has responded by organizing the “League for Religious

Defense,” Archbishop Mora y del Rio declaring explicitly that its
object Is “to create a grave situation and to paralyze the soclal and

~ economic life of the country.” The first step in this program has already
been taken. An interdict has been laid upon Mexico. All public religious
services have been discontinued; priests have been ordered to refrain
from celebrating mass.

it is a reactionary political general strike of the clergy.

But despite Its considerable strength In certain sections, the power
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