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HUtory of the Cathblic 
Church in Mexico 

By MANUEL GOMEZ. 
CHAPTER IV�onoludecl. 

A 
11.:1111UCAN ec!Uorlal wnten com-
ment on the �t church con­

llct' ln 11.e:dco wltll a cert&la amoUlt 
of bewilderment. ltr.-.»7, 0., 
prot..t, th cbllrcll mut win oat, ,­
ff pa cent of tile Mtlleaa -pie -
cat!M>lk:s. Tb.tr lol1c CODtlJl- to 
·lltv •D rather n1marllabl7, conal...., 
IDs 1M" Sh<>&Q _._ flt �T- wUi 
•'TWT day's ne .... 

As a matter of faet, the editorial 
logic referred to abon haa been 
pro'fed false by all the eTenta of hla­
to.-Y, not only European but also Mex­
toa.n. (TbJa la quit• aalcle from th• 
� that wlllle & sreat mlCJortty of 
Me:dcans are catholico, the percentage 
.ti lly no m...,. M htgll u that lndl· 
.W In tile rellp,naly padded _mem­
benllll> lpna a,hen out by the 
�-) It 11M been prec:lael7 tn:0cath· 
olia contrlea" that the moat bitter 
8UWfflN aplna� the church toolt 
place. Oonld the reformt.tloa ban 
swept oT• neuly all JCurope In the 
clMIDc ,-rs of the m!Mle AIU 1t It 
,,.,. Im-Ible for cathollm to OTet'­
thrvw e&doollclBm? 

-¥aJca- ,..,.,. ...-17 obllpd to 
st:rn. at the s -1.leJl power of the 
caU!olic hterarch7. Aa far b&ck a■ 
lat, u.e 7eer after lll4-dence from 
BJala, It was decided to occnp7 the 
buJWJ.np or the PhlllppilM mission■ 
&n4 to conJlftate tlle funds ace=· 
I.W b:, tu Sp&alarda for clerical 
aetiT!liles outatde of Jlle:dco. 

0a No-r. ZS, 1866, a law wu passed 
cucelllng the lmmlllllt7 trom. clTil 
proeecutlon form8l'l7 enjoyed by 
pri.t& The clergy "foua;ht lhla law 
■aT&&e1Y, bui It did the111, UtUe l<>Qd. 
Ia Jne of the followlnc :,ear the a:oT­
emmeat decNed the abolition of en­
tall or church property, A precedent 
for lnterfer.lna: with chnrch propercy­
bad. been created In 18Z2, as we ht.Te 
seen, but 1!he decree _against entail 
aroued the clerr:, to fury. 

�lll the blood:, war that followed 
� church emerged ltDl worae ofl. 

Benito Juare■ at the head of a 
triumphant liberal pT9ffltn81lt, the 
constitution of 1157 (?"eferred to at 
lencth In a previous chapter) was put 
Into effect, and In lol:, ot 1859 the 
reform lawa were promulgated, au1>­
pNNlng

0 

all monastical Institution.a 
and problbltlng the exerclae of tunc­
Uon■ II:, all except secular cJ•r�. la 
the nme month clTU mania&• was 
elltab!Ja-; on Ju17 31 cemetar1e1 
were taken away from ehurch control, 
&n4 - Ang. 11 religk)na hollda:,a were 
domed recognition, LQd. gonrnment 
o&clt.la were k>rblddeA to take part 
IA religloua ceremo.D.1•. 

Alld thus rlaat • down thrn th• 
1..- reTolutloD&ry p,rlod. 

During theae last lfteen 7ears or 
_.,. the tnlluence of the chvdl 
-a: the masses ol the Mexican � 
pie baa been decltntnc rai,idl7. In the 
Ultb and alona: the PadAc t.D.cl. GD.If 
-11. man:, of t.lle churches will be 
feaad atancliDC empty. Orcanlse4 la, 
bor has brokea awa7 alaoat com• 
pleloel:, from cle� 1nlluence. The 
st.me thing la noled amona: wide aec­
tloA11 of t!le petty-bourgeoWe, the COT· 
enlnl bureaucracy, lntellectual1, ete. 
1:Ten the peasants of the central pla­
teau, while stni the backbone of cath­
olic atrength, are begtnnlnl' to denlop 
anti-clerical mo-rementa. 

lD. the present C011lllct the church 
lh• found e:uremel:, little aetln au1>­
pert against the Callee a:onrnmeut 
except among tlM wMlthT rea.cUell• 

art.. The 41-rlaloa la along cl&N 
lllla, wil!l orca.D.1Hd JJ,bor IMJ'Olllq 
In the rorebolll of u.e antl-catllollc 
lol"CeB, 

Wut wm '- wi- be! It la 
� for u la Ole llllct tllat the 
chanl li.u al-,- pulle4 apln■t the 
ro...,.. ot JaldolT, Wllat s. ap,1na1 
"1atoc7 _. neai..- lie deauo,,e4 
117 ....... 

l'nalleDt Clll• .... la th#.t hi■ COT• 
ernment ,a attM:lrlq the catholic 
church not as a reltstou but aa a po­
litical uatltntlon. But what la politi­
cal? What la left of the Romall catho­
lic church In Mexico after tbe new 
Jaws and re«ulatlona • are In ellect! 
No right to llold properly, no forel.ga 
olllclates, no se"lces of any kind oat,. 
aide. of the church biµldtna:a asatgned 
!or that pq,-, .JlO rla:ht to wear_ec• 
clcatutlical T.tmeaa on the street, 
no control whatenr o-rer elementar:, 
education, no polemlcal preu. TIie 
proceas ht.■ been a:olnl' forward at un­
precedented apeed ■Ince the onrthniw 
of Porllrto Dia■. 

What will take the place of cathol.1-­
clam-w'hether lt will be a modllled 
hierarchical form, or aomethlna: el•­
.-alna 1' be aeen. Lut :r-r aa 
attempt wu made, with the coTWt 
t.D.cl. eometlmea the o,en ,upport or 
the gonrnment, to Mt np a Mellilcaa 
Schlllmatlc cathOllc apoatollc chnrch, 
,.. aa:alDat tile Romaa catholic. The 
"clamat1coa• ent.....i llPOI! the acene 
with 1pectacnlu enerc:r, but their at­
tempt ap-ra till baTe failed. It la 
possible that the l!Ou&nt■, the masses 
of whom are atlll rellgloue, will ennt­
uall:, group theu,eel-.-ea around their 
local prieeta. One· Wna: la certalll, 
Me%1co'1 reformation will not •d can­
not follow the elaulc 1;nropean llnea. 

The plight of the church shoald aur­
prtee no one familiar wlt!b_ the baala of 
Its orl.gina1 power, The whole conrae 
of mMern lllexicaa hlatory liella u 
that the preaeat meffD>Ollt la part and 
parcel or a srat Me:a:tcan NTOllltl• 
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■r RUTH EPPEIISON KaNNEU. 
T1111 .... ,ie,or•-•

8(,-&8 Jewull 'l'lllatar, ,..._ 
Oomm&lldmat,• a..... .. --
... Uc ............ . 
to .... ,OW' ......... W!ta," .. -
f■-tllllta ......... • .... 
DOllllcL U.. tile -- _,.. I& -
Ilia&-------�.,.... 
-� ... WwllU, � 111w 
� .... � .......... 
the cllmlllM iwmc (IMIIJls, lDil tile 
Mia, & bit fatarlatlc) and oal7 the 
brllUaat wltUeltl- .,. lNt to eome 
extent on thoee who do aot uderatand 
TWdl■h. Bein&' ..& pollUcal t.atlre, an 
undantandlna: of tile Haa la aora -
Mntlal an °"•r to follow tt th&1l Ill 
"200,000, h which la m- & r:,thlD.lc 
paatom.tme. 

The plaJ'Wria:ht walka uoot with 
laJa vma full oC aaa--,t. blterfer-­
bqr wll.en the pla)' d- not l'D lo eldt 
II.Im t.nd 11,ppullq to Ille lat dlreetc,r 
for help. Bat the deTtl, a P7 c:,nlc 
Ill llrowa breech• 11114 90ft oollar, a 
hip �riet b&t aad Nil Cllt.D8, • beat 
upon malrlDa: a tana:le i>f the p1&7, and 

Head of Jewfelt Tllelllar. 

nOCNda. The 1M7 llllla Ill IOTe � 
a 70DllC man allCI &.-la to the � 
to a:et rtd of her lnlab&nd, The dffl1 
acreea and � to make a deal 
w1U& tbe huband, who ,romplly ... 
appeara from Berlin and ii n,cnm,aC 
N dead. He turn.a vp la Paleetlne, 
which hall become An&llclMcl, wftll tM 
BrUlah 1laa: ud. two .Bllltlah pollcemea 
la the foNCTound and Ill tu badto 
groull (only u decoraUoa) & o1&ula 
lla:ure 1:,111bolt■lna: old Palatine. TIie 
widow appe&J"a look1nc fAII' die '"'" 
of h• huban4. In the lnteraatloal 
choru whldt. --� ln thla acene, tba 
lOIIS1M or nattona, u. Loeu-no cah!M& 
and "'41-r;Wnal •lateamen lpre. T• 
low b&nnen -T• In the meetlnc or
� Second llltiarn&tlonal, a py -.­
from Broadway rep,-•ta the Unltaol 
Stat.a and Vt.llder-relde and Mac.Do. 
t.ld,' quite llfellke an4 alllclna: In Yld­
dleh, dance aolemlll:,. :nnan:, enr:,­
� a:et. Into ■adt. a bopeleaa tana:l■ 
tht.t the whole 00..,...:, eommllll 16 
c1de. WlDga "&NI proo-.lded aad Ule:, 
mount the a:olden ■tatra to he&T■n. 
St. Peter, qu•ll<>nlnlr the new arrlT· 
al■ u to name, occupation ad llllla, 
becomes horr!Jled wllea he learn■ tlaat 
the Tenth Commalldment 11- 1,.a 
brol<ea &114 comnJta God oaltie tei. 
ph011e. • TIMI:, aN oondtlllllled to re­
malll ID hMna, ht the deTil -
to tll* - &IMl .... eta �- � 
hli Jlolh' M11nr. .... ti9t - la• 
hell la Europe, and here the Ple&ta 
are well pleued to renaln. 

·: THE CO-OPERATIVE SURGE
Br JEANNETTE D. PEARL worm■ will -1 � 

JT la now becomtna: apparent i!lat u,8 toward -..liJ:ch-�i:! t�-
rtaa P..._ of their be11efactom. 

tiny atom has ■toted wilhla Itself emauclpatlon---.nd -brace the TIiey felt In that - aa effort at 
an lnllnlte amount of latent en.err:,, tor lta preparaUoa. Here lletl :;::::. the perpetnatloll or waa:e ■l&Ter:,, a 
which, whe-. once rele&Md, will Jut cret of the ,..,,.ken' ■uoceaa t.nd tlM attempt to IIJldermme labor morale, 
astound the world wftll the tremen- phllanthropl■ta' failure. 
dQUB magnitude ot lta power and _. Phllanthroplata ballt IIO-ned 

to --1:"" It, make It cratetal to Ila 

•lblllUea. ratl-r ho 
- owne,. and more dependent DP.6•

A similar dlaOOTerJ' 1a now colll1'na: =• ,: m• lflr ,rorara. ,,._, them, Labor NW thna 1t and wonld 

to lla:ht trom an elemellt of quite a them Bu�� daN to IITe ta h&Te none of It. Pb.llauthrople oo, 

dltrerent ■ort. All element not 110 c,nled. The:, .;' thrn ;::i: not J::: :peratl-re■ paued 011 to the smug com-

tiny aa the atom, but &lmo■t u mudl 
am.an ort to tlle petty-bonrgeolala. 

obscure, the hitherto ■ubmerced work­
Ing clan.� Thi■ !huge labor bod:, &1110 
has stored In lte --ceU■ ln4nlte latent 
energ:,:, which too, when once releaaed A Weekty,. 
must amue mankind with the maa:nt'. 
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A glim- of 1h11 latent en8rff of VoL 1. Saturday, October 2, 192' No. 11 
the labor cell .. now •belq reT'l&led ____________ ...:,.:..., ___ .,;__:�-------=:..::
In the hua:• co--operatln ent,erprlae, 
Initiated, bePll and beiDC completed 
by memhera of the worklna: claa far 
membere of the worl<lna: cliaaa. The 
co--operat!Te 4we111Dp .,. mud>. m­
thau a mON attempt at clMl&per aad 
better U� condltlom tor workaril. 
Th- bull4mga, sclentlllcall:, con­
structed, art.latlcall:, <le■la:ned, breathe 
a living spirit-the aptrlt or worklnc 
claaa aolldartt:r--foeature new In ti.. 
BOClal life of ·the worker. 

' 

Thi■ co-operatln &urge ill not a 
whim. 'It Is not an experiment. It la 
the signal of the worker■• will td 
power-to mass a.ctlou, mass etrort, 
ma.ss achievement. It la the assertlTe 
expression of a repressed force taking,
dellnlte eourae. It Is not sporadic. It 
Is dee1>-rooted. It Is not confined to 
any one ell:,. It la nationwide and 
world'Wlde. 

It la not an abandonment ol the 
clase &truggle, but an lnten■I.Acatlon 
9f It. In collectl-re actlTity, workers 
will be tra;lned for co-operatl-re life, 
co-operatlTe hope, co-opera.ti-re elll­
cleuc:,. It la an additional channel la 
the mea.ns for labor emancipation. It 
&s an a.dded brldp tor the reTOlutlon 
to cra■s. Ill co--opera.t!Te enterprise 

KTL?J'JI 
The .A.•tolll� 
��:��

NIClt 
I WU ban la a 

olt7, lll & bed. ta & 
J'Mr &Dd a 4al'. 
When Iwa■tw-
:Wpro:Ot!r� 
uh•mall I tO • 
l'Wlll-lD&D. w h l o ll 
==

t=--pp.� 
Iwa■t11trteen·z 
went to work ln 
Gura factor:, for 
nothlnc thu■ be-­
cominc & mUUon­
a.tre. 

One 4.a.y a doctor 
J)ronounced me io-, 
co 1n the coco., 
When Qa.ry and 
the rNt of tu 
INJ'ter■ heard 
about thl■ they 
elected me preel­
dent of the U. s. 
A, and I became 
their ot!lc• boJ', 
A POEK AND A 
GOOD SUGGES­

TION 
By TtWo Lur:,o, 

Chlc..,-o, lJL 
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