Nicaragua and Us

BY MAMUEL CO”EZ‘

w AR with Nicaragua! ™

The last reports of casualitier.

caused the U..S. Navy Department to
rush 1,000 more masrines to the bat-
tlefront to reinforce the 1,600 ai-
ready there. There are now more
V. S. Marines in Nicaragua then in
all of China., Four light cruisers are
in Niearaguan waters, and the whole
ascouting fleet is close at bmd, at
Guantanamo Bays

War with Nicaragua! A war of in-
vuwm in which Nicaraguans defend-
ing their own territory- are stigma-
tized as’ “Ahandits” and are being
forced to face death or surrender to
ruthless marine rule.

American workers and farmers,
the great mass of the Americap péo-
ple, are aroused t¢ indignation by
this new bloody venture “of Wall
Street and Washington, carriéd on
at the very moment ‘vhen President
Coolidge is prattiing about ‘“‘good
will” and “cooperation with the peo-
plesof Latin America!”

John S. Hemphill of Fergu-
son, Mo, whose son, Sergeant
John F. Hemphill was killed in
action in Nicaragua on New
Year's eve, wrote the follow-
ing protest to President. Cool-
idge::

"“What we are doing is no less
than murder, for the sole pur-
pose of keeping in power a pup-
pet President and ‘acting as col-
lector for Wall Street,

“My son survived honorable

service thru the World War a-
gainst Germany; only to be offi-
cially murdered in a disgraceful
war against this little nation.”
" Harold Leavey, Jr., a Rrook-
lyn milkman whose son was in
the latest contingent of marines
ordered to Nicaragua, made a
statement to the press on Janu-
ary 8 declaring that the despatch
of U. S. forces there was “noth-
ing else but plain murder,” add.
ing:

“The boys are being sent to
fight for Wall Street brokers,
not Uncle Sam, I'm only a poor
milkman and 1 need my boy
more than !hey do.”

who stiil (hensh il usions .About the
terrible World War cannot be deceiv-
ed abou! this wanton assault upen
the territory of Vuara;:ua

It ix an undisguised war of aggres-
sjon

It throws once more into the lime-
light the sinister story of U 8, activ-
ities in Haiti, Santo Domingo, Pana-
ma, and the whole Carribbean area,
‘where; with
-f furce apainst Mexico and cdoun-
tries of South America, the military
might of the U. . Guveramens hag
lone been playing the role of unic
versal oppresaor,

United States maries have been
in Nicaragua since Dec 24, 1926,
Since last May eighteen pitehed bat-
tles have Hecn fought

On July tith occurred the massa-
cre of Octobal, in \\hi\h an mdikcri-
minate bombing raid by U. S army
planes resuited in the murder uf 300
to H00 Nicaraguan<, more than 200
of them civilians  .men, women,
children,

Why a1 the marines in Nicaragua?

Ostensbly they are there to insure

and

Ry

accompanying threats

s fair eleetion of the Nicarsguan
president. In reslity they are
there to prevent the eomstitutionsl
president Dr. Juan B. Sacasa, suppor-
ed by the majority of the Nicgraguan
people, from taking office in opposi-
tion to the usurping president, Adol-
fo Diaz. Diaz, formerly an employee
of an American nhmng company of
Nicaragua, is now maintained in the
presidency by U. S. bayonets. Under
these circumsiances we can be sure
that the next president will be some-
one no less acceptable- to American
financial interests than Diag himself.
There is more than a suspicion that
it will be General Jose Maria Mon-
cada, the Sacasa Commander in Chief
whe was bought off by Col. Henry
L. Stimson, personal emissary of
President Coolidge. Stimson *“made
peace” between. Diaz and Moncada
in a secret conference on an Ameri-
can warshi). Sacasa was exiled and
the terms of peace “legalized” U. S.
occupation in Nicaragua.
According tn these terms of peace
which the peaple of Nicaragua can
never accept—Americans are to of-

ficer the Nicaraguan constabulary
even after the fake elections next
August.

Mecantime Dr. William P. Cumber-
land, has been made financial dicta-
tor in Nicaragua. Nicaraguan cus-
toms are- in the hands of American
collectors, and negotiations for
$20.000,000 of long term loans are
N progress, v

It is no temporary occupation but
a permanent one entrenching itself.,

American  financiers have aguin
taken hold of the Nicaraguan rail-
roads and the National Bank of Ni-
caragua. The bankers in question
are J. & W. Seligman & Co., close al-
lies of the house of Morgan, long
active profit. mongers in Nicaraguan
affairs, '

The war in Nicaragua
war!

Another, and indeed the chief ob-
jective in the invasion of Nicaragua
is the Nicaraguan canal zone, across
which is"to be built a new Atlantic-
Pacific gateway of American imper-
ialism. The right to build a canal
across the Nicaraguan territory was
barfered to the United Statez govern-
mienl in 1916—by a government
then ax now, maintained in power hy
U. 8. bayonets. Most of the $.3.000,.
V00, which was to be paid for it has
never found its way inta Nicaragua.
The Bryan-Chamorro treaty, which
contains the cans! grant, also gives
the United States control by lease
of the Great Corn and Little' Corn
I-lands and of a naval base in the
bay of Fonseca.

.This treaty infringes the riyghts of
Hondurae, Salvador and Cost Rica,
ind is therefore illegal. It hase been
formerly dec sred illegal by a special
Central American court convened to
consider it.

President Cooclidge, in his speech
made as ecarly as iast January, dJe-
clared plainly that the United States
needs the Nicaragvan canal a: the
radiating center of expandiny Uhnit-
+d States interests in the Atlantic
and the Pacific as well as in. Latin
America.

The war in Nicaragua is a war of
imperialism! Impenalism means ¢r. ut
rrofits for the lords of Wall Ntreet,
\\hn have alrcady planted $5.000 000
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000 of profitable investments in
Latin America. It means suffering
and death to the Latin American
peoples. It means suffering and
death tn American workers and far-
mers.

General Augusto Sandio. fightiny
bravely against the greatest imperial-
i-t power m the worid, ha: the sap.
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Anerica because it i= recognized th.xt
he is fighting against ihe impeniabi-m
“that menaces atl Latin-Ameriea,
Sanding was a General in the liber-
al army led by Moncada. He refu-ed
to vecomnize the shameful deal which
Co. !!l-nr;.' L. Stim.on heﬁu’.i&'.',"
with IYuz and Morcada. }ooroziv
iv ke ha- continued to strocels
Sszmatized by the U 8 Gouern
s a a bardit, with only a coupte:
curdred men at Lis command, arl
suppor: fn.m the p- ap'e
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te the official U. S. government re-
ports, and his forces continue to
swell. Dr Sacasa now in Guatemala

has declared him to be a patriot,
have Saca=a’s old envoys, 7(~p¢-du in
M.xico and Dr Vaca in the United
States.

The-* harbor workers at Corinto,
at the opposite end of the counlry
from Sandino’s stronghold. went on
ctrenand refused to anead sup
phiee- for the American inv:uh-r.-':
Major Robert 1. Jovdan, callector of
Custems at Countoy, declared that
th- -trike wa: called for the pur.
pose of ag.i-tin Sandine.

Apierican workers must not geab
on their Nicsraguan brother., mu-t
net hinder their planly  indicatd
aim . even tha they themselves are
forced ta g up ‘aeir strike action

in the faee f oo oerior armed foree!
The ma vs i the American peno-
ple muzt sunport the army under

Gerery! Sarchine in its resitance to

imperintise agrrossive,



