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TIle Politics Of Statues

ON the university campus Sir
Ashutosh was pushed down,

in Gal P.ark the shining face of
Swami Vivekananda was besmeared
with c'Oal tar, Vidyasagar and Sir
Prafulla Chandra have been behead.
ed in College SqU3re, Rabindranath
Tagore, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
have also not been spared. Natu-
rally the admirers are shocked. They
say that the attacks on these statues
o'f 'great and noble men' are attacks
an whatever progressivism stands for.
They alsa say that these attacks are
cowardly.

This is 'Only one side, miserable
and pathetic--, of the fate of the 'dead
heroes' .and their statues. There is
also another side which is described
as 'glori'Ous' and 'befitting'. The
Ochterlony Monument, a boastful and
,arrogant memorial to the hateful
c'Onquest by the colonisers, to the 'vic-
torious' colonial march over Nepal in
league with a section of Indian feudal
chieftains, now stands as a venerable
memorial to the freedom fighters wha
laid down their lives against that
very colonial power and rule! It was
not razed to the ground in fury, nor
was it kept as a historical witness for
the future generation. Instead, it has
been given the respect and dignity of
a "Shaheed Minar". Overnight it be-
came a 'national symbol' of great
respect! -

If one takes the trouble of rum-
maging the old 'files of the 'dailies' of
the days when Nazimuddin was the
Chief Minister of undivided Bengal
and when Shri (he was not called 'Ne-
taji' then) Subhas Chandra Bose
launched a movement for the remo-
v,al 'Of the Halwell Monument, that
hate'ful and repugnant memorial of
the fake "Black ho~e tragedy", he will
find that Nazimuddin proposed the
renaming of the statues ar..d symbols
so that they "lo'Ok" patriotic and not
repugnant. The political leaders of
thase days, not excluding people who
took the initiative in renaming and

requisitioned. About Rs 3 lakhs
were spent on these arrangements.

Not only this. More than a score
of secretariat officials of the rank of
deputy secretary and under-secretary
were ordered in writing not to leave
the station in view of the session.
The officials cauld be seen attending
personally to the arrangements of
sitting, transportation, Cooking etc.
A special magistrate was deputed to
supervise the kitchen.

The buses 'Of the Bihar Rajya
Transport Carporation were hired by
the Reception Committee at the rate
df Rs 2. 12 per mile. Several other
additional buses were put an the
road for "the bene'fit of the public,"
according to Corporation saurces, but
several of them were seen plying
half-empty and with ticketless pas-
sengers. Besides this, a large number
'Of government vehicles were requisi-
tioned from different district head-
quarters and semi-government institu-
tions lika the National Coal Deve-
lopment Corporatian ta solve the
conveyance problems of the delegates.

The Public Relations Department
was forced ta fargo its Puja holidays
and its reSOurces were frequently
used for the propaganda, of the In-
dicate. It was fOr the first time
even in the history of palitical party
canferences in Patna that the PRD
vehicles were avenly used for a po-
litical party. The PRD vans were
found making necessary announce-
ments and distributing presentations
liks baas, files etc. ta the delegates of
the AICC. Such facilities were un-
fortunately nat extended to other po-
litical parties when they held their
conferences here, befare.

To cap it all, the Food Depart-
ment of the Central Government
sent special instructions ta the Supply
Department of the Bihar Govern-
ment to arrange rice, wheat, sugar,
vegetable oils etc. for the session.
The local office 'Of the Food Corpora-
tion of India was asked ta provide
good quality rice.

Th;s is the small story of the Great
Socialist Ruling Congress Party. God
save the cauntry.

supervISIon of Government engineers.
At least 200 fans were fitted in the
pandal. According t'O a local news-
paper, the fans were supplied by a
cOIitractor of thl1- Electricity Depart-
ment. Thus, at least Rs 6t lakhs
were spent in the construction of
roads 'and ethe pandal.
Ta accommodate th? delegates of

the AICC, the officers directed many
hotel-owners, especblly the posh
ones, to keep their suites vacant dur-
ing the session without any formal
booking. Besides hatels, a number
of newly built government quarters
were brought into 'Order to lodge the
delegates. The rest were accammo-
dated by local industrialists, business-

,..men and big-wigs. It is further re-
ported that top engineers of the
PWD and PHED were employed to
look after the comforts 'Of the dele-
gates regarding furniture, !fittings and
sanitation.

The misuse Of government machin.
ery during the AICC session was un-
paralleled. Never in the past had any
political party in power utilised gav-
ernment staff on such.a large scale.
It seemed as if the government ser-
vants were party servants. Even
those matters which are essen-
tially managed by party workers
were handled by the government
staff. '1-(

Those wh'O have attended Congress
sessions in the past know well that
Congress 'Seva Dal volunteers are
po~ted at entry and exit gates, and the
police keep at a distance as la
stand-by far any ememency. But in
this sessian, the functions of the
Seva Dal were handed over to the
police and instead of the white Seva
Dal uniform the khaki police uni-
farm could be seen all over the Ra-
jendra Nagar Stadum ..
Twa temporar.y police-stations

were started at Patna on the occa-
sion 'Of the session. Two DIGs of
police were specially deputed to su-
pervise security 'arrangements. Thou-
sands of police were also
drawn away from their usual places
o'f posting and brought to Patna. It
is alleged that services of 3,500 Cen-
tral Reserve Police-men were also
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refurbishing the repugnant and atro-
cious memories, drowned that 'hate-
ful proposal' of Nazimuddin with
much hatred and anger; the 'na-
tionalist' papers denounced Nazim-
uddin as' an "agent of imperialism".
Strangely enough, the very same poli-
tical leaders are now executing the
very same proposal of the then
"agent of imperialism", in the name
of 'changed political conditions'.
Thus the Ochterlony Monument be-
comes "Shaheed Minar" and Ander-
son House "Bhowani Bhavan."
These acts concerning the statues are
not considered 'cowardly acts of a
few miscreants' or as an "'attack
against what progressivism stands
for". Instead they are glorified as
'most befitting'. After a generation
or two the hateful memories of Och-
terlony and Anderson will be effaced
and history will be written anew.

There is one more side. Lenin
the revolutionary has been made Le-
nin the harmless humanist, though
according to Lenin himself, there is
nothing in common between bour-
geois humanism, which is nothing but
philistinism, and communism. Lenin,
the Bolshevik, the 'promoter of class
hatred', 'violence', 'armed revolution'
'usurper of democracy' and 'organiser
of totalitarianism' has today become
'a great humanist' and 'a lover of
mankind' I The statue of Lenin has
been installed at Esplanade with much
fanfare. This is not regarded as an
act of "duping the people", an act of
cowardly conspirary of the political
miscreants for the consolidation of
the oppressed masses, emasculating
revolutionary doctrine of its content,
vulgarising it and blunting its revolu-
tionary edge as Lenin said in his
eelebrated boo~ The State and
Revolution.
. More. The attack on dead heroes

and on their statues did not begin in
West "Bengal, nor was it initiated by
the "anti-social Naxalites". The at-
tack on dead heroes began from the
very rostrum of the 20th Congress of
the CPSU. The statues of Stalin
were razed to the ground, demolish-
ed, defiled in Poland, Hungary, Cze-
choslovakia, East Germany and the
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USSR. The Stalin statues faced the
same fate as those of Vidyasagar, Ne-
taji land others. The bourgeois
Press, at that time, reported gleefully
that these events were the expression
of the just and spontaneous hatred
against the Stalinist totalitarianism.
But now in West Bengal, statue brea-
king 1S the act o'f a "few vandals and
miscreants" against progressivism !

Lumped Together
The story does not end here. Raja

Rammohun Roy, Michael Madhu-
sudan Du~t, KaIi Sankar Ghosal, Is-
war Chandra Vidyasagar, Dinaban-
dhoo Mitra, the Reverend Lal Behari
Ghosh, Harish Chandm Mukhopadh-
aya, Akshoy Kumar Maitreya and a
host of others ,are lined up with Ra-
dha Kanta Deb. Ram Kamal Sen,
Bankim Chandra, Ramakrishna, Day-
ananda, Vivekananda, Keshab Sen,
Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Ranade,
Annie Besant, Gandhi and a host of
others. In the same breath both
groups are painted as "progressives",
"great qnd noble" and "awakeners of
India". Both groups are haloed as
national heroes and national leaders
as if both Raja Rammohun Roy and
Vivekananda stood 'for progressivism!
.' The great reformers were the pro-
ducts of Western ideas and ideologies.
They received .Western education and
natural science readymade before the
economic'l social and .political iCon-
dition to which these were related had
arisen. By dint of Western educa-
tion they found that Hindu culture,
especialIy Hindu religion, had suffo-
cated the society and the individual
in a network of patriarchal family and
social obligations. The final result
was passivity, stagnation and impo-
tence. They found the manners and
customs of Indian lilfe unjust. They
found the answer to this challenge
only in the West and Western. educa-
tion and science. In the mean time,
the colonisers introduced a few
superstructural changes in the admi-
nistrative, judicial and educational
spheres and reformed a few gl~ring
feudal-patriarchal social vices. The
question of conquest of political
power from the· clutches of the

foreigners did not and could not arise
in their minds as the social forces
capable of effecting a political revo-
lution, that is the bourgeoisie and
the proletariat, did not exist then.
As such they became rebels against
all obsolete feudal-patriarchal social
vices and traditions, became 'fervent
Westernised r.lOdernists. This is what
is glorified in Indian history as "the
renaissance", "a great awakening".
Undoubtedly they were progressives
so far some of the super-structural
spheres were concerned, but on no
account were they political revolution-
aries, as the question of political re-
volution did not arise at that
time due to the historical ab-
sence of the necessary deve-
lopment of production and social
forces. They had their historical
limitations. The reformers rose to
the occasion of their epoch and there
lay their greatness. Nobody denies
or should deny Or denounce the heri-
tage of the great reformers. But at
the same time nobody should raise
this heritage o'f an epoch of political
and social unripeness to the epoch
of political and social revolution.
But the formal historians have avoi-
ded and still avoid this crying con-
tradiction and the limitations of that
epoch and show the "great reformers"
as "great revolutionaries".

Curiously enough, the formal histo-
rians do not attribute greatness to the
advocates of "the renaissance" only.
As a reaction to this "renaissance" a
seemingly patriotic movement arose
with pronounced reactionary features
and forms. The Arya Samaj, Rama-
krishna Mission, Theosophical Society
etc. were born. These groups beli-
eved and preached the cult of the
"special genius" of India and Hindu
religion. Failing to understand the
reasons for the deplorable stagnation
of Indian life, they made a virtue of
it. They began to idolise the past
which had brought about the misery
of India. The backwardness o'f India
was ,a fact and it was not possible to
remove it by glorifying its causes.
The lingering faith in the infaIlibiIity
and eternalness of ancient culture
made India a baffling problem. In
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contrast with this section the advo-
cates of the renaissance were really
big rebels and big reformers. But the
formal historians and politicians, be-
ing afraid of the spectre of national
inferiority, idolised anybody who up-
held anything Indian and undermined
Western ,ideas and ideologies. As
a whole, the views, doctrines and
activities of these schools were reac-
tionary, though in some spheres and
in some respects, certain individuals
had contributed positively towards
the development of language, litera-
ture or something else.

The "expert hand" on South
African soil, Gandhi, appeared on

r the political stage of India. Gandhi
and the Gandhi-led Congress did
never carry forward the heritage of
the great reformers. On the contrary
Gandhi carried forward the heritage
of the Arya Samaj, the Ramakrishna
Mission, the Theosophical Societyetc.
H was Gandhi who canalised the
whole national movement into the
blind alley of religion and obscuran-
tism, opposed Western science, indus-
trialisation, industrial civilisation,
modern science and culture far which
the reformers fought.

The politicians of "left" and
"right" of today are saying that the
attacks on statues are attacks on
whatever progressivism stands for.
H the historians and politicians mix up
the reformers with political reactio-
naries and try to use this adulterated
commodity as an ideological weapon
against the march of history, then it
is very difficult for honest persons to
blame the present-day "Luddites."
Marx, in criticising Proudhon, said
that theft was the first form of protest
against property, though unconscious.
The demOlition of statues is undoub-
tedly a protest, though unconscious
and primitive.
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Frankly Speaking
SANJOY

THE, campaign for an enquiry into
Lal Bahadur Shastri's death at

Tashkent, abQut five years after the
event, is ridiculous if not sickening.
It is admitted on all sides that La!
Bahadur was unsure of the reaction
Of his countrymen to the agreement,
which means he knew that he had
climbed down. Therefore his anta-
gonists had no earthly reason to get
rid of him-he was not a permanent
superman. As for New Delhi, the
capability and propensity for palace in-
trigue of the succeSSOrwere still un-
developed. LaI Bahadur Shastri had
agreed to withdraw from some fea-
ture, captured at considerable cost
beyond the cease-fire line, which Ne~
Delhi had declared it would hold on
to at any cost. But he agreed to
vacate, unlike his predecessor who
had made it plain to the world that
every inch of territory claimed by
the British and passed on to the
Congress under the law of primogeni-
ture would be defended by unclad and
almost unarmed Indians in freezing
cold. LB, who had not the benefit
of British education, decided to re-
lent-the Russians wanted him to-
and whatever the worth of the Tash-
kent agreement, it was good that the
epic, 22-day-war between India and
Pakistan came to an end.

What about our journalists who
accompanied LB to Tashkent? LB
,asked them to see that the first reac-
tion in India was favourable. Patriots
all, they obliged. The point is, they
should have written according to their
judgment. NoiL ~hat they would
have been Daniels-there is always the
policy of the owner to think of-hut
one or two discordant voices would
have been sweet music to those who
swear by liberalism. What one does
not like is the writing in chorus.

When the banal campaign for a
Tashkent enquiry began it was the
duty of the journalists to counter it,
on their own. But the manner in
which the recollections of Tashkent

have been synchronised makes' it clear
that the journalists have ,again been
prompted by the Government of
India. What they have written is
not being questioned here-some of
the pieces have been quite interest-
ing-but what is objectionable is the
habit of writing in chorus under
governmental persuasion or pressure.
This subservience to the Gal is
sickening. '

Perhaps it is patriotism that
prompts them to rise and write to
the occasion? But patriotism can
bugger a nation. Think of the
epileptic hysteria of most jour-
nalists in 1962. Think of their
recent, almost (concerted, haste to
write long rigmaroles about that con-
troversial book, India's China War.
It is time the Indian journalists took
some lessons from their American
counterparts. Quite a few Ameri-
cans have not hesitated to expose
the great American crime in Vietnam
and at home. Perhaps they believe
that the nation is not synonymous
with the government, whereas' we
fawn on the government and forget
the nation.

And the devil save Us from jour-
nalists who descend on Calcutta
from Delhi, Bombay or Madras to
study the Naxalite problem~and rely
on the Police Commissioner, of all
people, for the truth, nothing but
the truth. The Commis~joner, 'cif
course, is famous for his philosophi-
cal discourses on 'order and law'-
please, oh, please note the brilliant
reversal of priorities (and reproduce
it in the editorials). But the rever-
sal means, in cold print that in cold
blood, the Police Commissioner, with
the blessings of the Centre, is oper·a-
ting a gang of thugs whom he has
armed to the cadaverous teeth and
asked to go ahead ,and shoot at sight.
In the past few months the police
have spent some Rs 10 crores for
arms, training and various facilities
and on a whole army of petty infor-
mers and gangsters at all levels
whom the polite Americans would
call the urban poor. Police morale
is high indeed. Not satis'fted with all
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