The “Real” New Negro

By OTTO HALL [
| In a previous article we reported
lon the general conditions of Negro | Defense
workers in Northern industrial cen-|
ters, as seen by us on our recent
tour. The present article will tell|
of the reaction of these workers to
these “slum” conditions.

This tour, in which all districts
were covered, from the Atlantic to|
the Pacific coast, brought the writer |

;upon religion. In a midwestern city |
| the writer was billed to speak at a

s church, This church differed with
COI'pS Organlzed b).’ Negroes SmaSheS?many churches in that the entire
Lynching Bee of White Mobsters

membership from the pastor down
were workers. The preacher was of
the type known as “Jackleg”
{ for advocating complete equality for;“fun,” marched them back to the | Preacher, a type that is now disap-
all workers, regardless of color, she|city and turned them over tos the| pearing, one who was not a perma-
was convinced that our Party prac-;chief of police. The chief of police! nent fxxtur.e a}‘nywhesc but who goes
tices what it preaches. When she | refused to hold any of the mob but| :;?;r(:\:is]sat nggd 'o:nddl:vho u:}:x-
; : {was told that our Party is a per-| wanted the Negroes to turn over to| YOrK Jobs ring the
Kvle;g:t:.c(fﬂ:fsh i:‘n:r]lf, i:;::::r?ts i?\f‘é manent organization that not only; him the Negro who was to have been | week and plzeaches on Sur?day,

dustries in which they are allowed?ca"ies on election campaigns but‘;lynched. ’I:hls request was refused As. was his usugl prath_ce befor.e
[to work. These workers were very | organized the workers for a con- | and the chief was warned that the| meetings, the writer visited this
frank in expressing their opinions?ﬁn“ous, fxgh.t anginst the bosses txll‘rnelxt tlme this mob attempted any-‘place early in the afternoon to be-
regarding conditions as they saw | c@pitalism is finally overthrown,| thing like that they would not be!come acquainted and make connec-

them.

Those of you who have been inter- | 10T this kind of an organization for|on the spot.

ested in the “Negro Question” and

with this question, have heard much
about the “New Negro” who seems
to have appeared during and since
the recent world imperialist war.
And as a result of this much bunk
is extant about this supposedly new
type of Negro, and many wrong im-
pressions prevail. Many have as-
sumed that the “noisy complaints”
and whinings of a certain group of
Negro intellectuals representing, as
they call it, the “cultured tenth” ex-
pressed in poetry, essays and novels,
are the “voice” of the “New Negro.”
This is erroneous. These Negroes
represent only a rising Negro cap-
| italist class who want to be taken
|into the great white capitalist class
|and together with them exploit all
the workers.

| Modern “Uncle Toms.”
! There is not much that is “new”
|about this Negro that they refer to
|at all. Many of this type are the
same old “handkerchief heads” who
have only exchanged the cotton
!bandanna for a silk one. In other
;rwords, they are the modern “Uncle
| Toms” who instead of wearing the
old “cotton jeans” are now appear-
|ing in “cutaway” coats and “top”
| hats.

The real “New Negro” is to be
;found among the workers who have
| been drawn into the industries. The
| consequent process of proletarian-
ization is making these workers
more and more class conscious.
Their resentment against conditions
is not expressed in loud mouthed
‘“vaporings” or whining pleas for
justice but by determined attempts
to organize and fight for better con-
ditions, These “New Negroes” voted
the Communist ticke: in the recent
election campaign because they were
convinced that the old hourgeois
parties do not serve workers but
capitalists. There were more of
those who voted our ticket than is
commonly known. In almost every
district where our candidates were
on the ballot. I spoke with Negro
workers who had voted our ticket.
lIn-x;uch out of the way places as
‘Spokane in the far west and mining
centers like Wheeling, W, Va., and
Triadelphia, I found Negroes who
voted for our candidates. They told
the writer that what convinced them
more than anything else of our sin-
cerity was the campaign we carried
on in the South.

{‘Party Practices What It Preaches”
| A woman worker in Denver told
he writer that when she heard of
Jomrade I"oster’s arrest in Delaware

she said that she had been waiting

| taken to jail, but would be killed!
The news of this epi-|

tions. In the pastor’s “study” were
a couple of preachers and a few

a long time and that she was willing | sode spread all over the state and | workers, members of the congrega-
have been keeping up with all the | to join and fight with us. These‘;this organization has now from 800;tion. They were discussing condi-
literature extant purporting to dea] | Workers are the real” New Negroes.” | to 1000 members. |

Negro Defense Organization,

Another example of this “New
Negro” was found in a certain city
whose name will not be mentioned
!for obvious reasons. Many Negro
:organizations have drawn up res-
| olutions against lynchings, petition-
| ing presidents, governors, etc., in a
| vain attempt to check this vicious
| “pastime.” But a certain new “de-
| fense” organization tried a more
| effective method,

A Negro who was suspected of
the “usual crime” was picked up in

city late one night by a gang of
white hoodlums in an automobile.
Some Negroes noted this, and sus-
pecting the purpose of these “hood-
lums” notified some meribers of this
“defense” organizatio n. These
Negroes, about 25 in number and
well armed, got into automobiles

outskirts of the city where a mob
with all the equipment for a lynch-
ing festival was waiting for the vic-
tim. Before the mob had a chance
to  accomplish their design these
Negroes who were following them
caught up with them, held the mob
at bay, and took their intended vie-
|tim away from them. And in spite
| of the protests of the mob that they
| were not going to harm the “darky”
but were just going to have a little

the heart of the “black belt” of this |

and followed these hoodlums to the |

Pershing Speaks to Negro
Workers.

This defense organization shows|
{not only interest in Negro workers‘;
ibut class conscious white workersf
{as well. George Pershing, well |
| known organizer of the anti-imperi- |
| alist league passed through that city |
(on his recent tour. While there he |
| spoke at a street meeting to Negro |
| workers out in the “black belt.” A
Negro policeman attempted to in-
terfere with him and arrest him.
| This policeman told him to take that
“stuff” he was talking out of that
vicinity and go away to the whites
where he belonged. Several Negroes
in the crowd who were members of
the defense organization got around
the policeman and prevented him
from breaking up the meeting. One
|of them told the policeman that if
!they wanted to listen to the speaker
it was nobody’s damn business and
that he would not “get well” if he
attempted to butt in. After Persh-
ing finished speaking the leader in-
vited him to speak before their or-
ganization. They told him they
were very much interested in what
he had to say.

Not Interested In Religious
Bunk.

Another interesting incident dealt
with how the “New Negro” looks

Breaking Cﬁains

tions generally and talking about
the scarcity of work and the condi-
tion of the Negro workers. One of
these preachers said that this period
was predicted in the book of “reve-
lations” or something of that sort,
and we must be like “Daniel” who
although cast into the lion’s den never
lost his faith in God. These work-
ers told him that this was the
“bunk” and that they were not in-
terested in what happened 2,000
years ago, but wanted to know what
could be done to better their con-
ditions now. They said, “That is the
reason why we asked this ‘gentle-
man’ to come down here and speak
to us. What we want to know is
how to organize and fight against
these hard times and ‘Jim Crow’
conditions. My family cannot live
on the book of revelations.”

Although the writer never liked to
speak in a church it was sometimes
unavoidable and this meeting was
fruitful and got good organiza-
tional results.

* * *

The next article will deal with
the organizational results of the
tour and our future prospects.

Blind Workers Uncared
in “Socialist” Reading

READING, Pa. (By Mail).—A
plea has been made to the state de-
partment of welfare that a.woman
who held a position as a caretaker
of a comfort station in this “social-
ist” city be considered for reap-
pointment because her husband had
been blind for the past 15 months
and his wife is practically the sole
support of the family, which in-
cludes three children, aged 13, 12
and 2 years.

“We shall give this matter our

consideration,” was all that Mayor
Stump had to say.

The power of the bourgeoisie rests
not alone upon international vapital,
upon its strong international connec-
tions, but nlso upon the force of
habit, on the force of small industry,
of which, unfortunately, there {is
plenty left and which daily, hourly,
gives birth to capitalism and bour-
weoisle, spontaneously and on a Inrge
a'-,-le;—v. 1. Lenin (“Lef” Commu-
nism),

No sooner fs the exploitation of
the Inborer by the manufacturer,
%o far at an end, that he receives
his wages in cash, then he iy net
apon by the other portioas of the

bourgeoinie, the landlord, the shop-
. keeper, the pawnbroker, ete~Karl
Marz (Communist Manifesto)
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