NEGRO SOLDIERS AND
YANKEE TMPERIALISM

By OTTO HALL
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HE recent discussions in Congress over
A passage of the so-called Philippin
pendence bill, which purports to guarantee. 1=
dependence to these islands within a definmte
period of years, recalls some interesting events
that occurred during the early years of Ameri-
can occupation. These events deal with the use
of Negro troops in carrying through the “paci-
fication” of the natives in order to facilitate
their exploitation by the American imperialists.
The present war situation, in which Yankee im-
perialism has become definitely involved in the
preparations of world imperialism to attempt to
destroy the Soviet Union, makes it important
that the working class has a clear understanding
of its tasks at this time. That Negro soldiers in
the American army revolted against attempts of
American imperialists to use them in the repres-
sion. of colonial toilers, thanks to the efforts of
the capitalists and their Negro reformist fools
fo conceal this, is not generally known to Amer-
ican workers.

That Negro toilers have been used in all capi-
talist wars in America, and that their reward
has always been more enslavement, repression,
and lynchings, is common knowledge. After the
Civil War, four Negro unifs of the American
army were created. These were the Ninth and
Tenth calvary regiments and the Twenty-fourth
and Twenty-fifth Infantry. These outfits were
officered almost entirely by whites, usually
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The masses of workers are becoming more and
more interested in the Communist Party and
‘the Young Communist League. Their growing
“Misery and their growing readiness to struggle,
“‘drive them to seek leadership other than that in
‘Which they have become disillusioned. But many
‘workers do not know how the Party and League
work, how these organizations can give the work-
.ers the leadership they seek. Here are three
pamphlets which will explain all the workers
“want to know about how our Party and League
_are organized, how they fght, and how they can
Imad these bewildered workers out of their plight.

The Communist Party in Action is addressed
to the many new members who have joined the
Party as a result of their realization that in the
Party they have found the leader they were
logking for. The style of the pamphlet is simple,
friendly and clear. The pamphlet explains the
structure of the Party, the main lines of strug-
gle—in short, it acquaints the worker in language
anyone can understand, what the Communist
Party is. It can be also used to approach work~
ers not yet ready to join the Party, but who want
to know more about it,

A Noon-Hour Talk on the Communist Party is
a popular explanation of what the Communist
Party stands for, written in the form of conver-
sation between three workers. In the course of
the conversation, an explanation is given of the
Communist program of struggle on current cam=
paigns and issues, and also how the Communist
Party leads the workers in these Struggles. A
splendid recruiting pamphlet, especially during

weghe election campaign.

Who are the Young Communists achieves the
i same aim as the “Communist Party in Action”,
" adapted to the special problems confronting the
“working class youth, and addressed to a larger
! audience—not only the League anfl the close per-
“§phery of the Party and League, but to the broad
‘messes of young workers who perhaps have not
heard of the League or Party. It is skillfully
Ed on actual conditions of the working class
» %youth in America, and gives the League program
" of struggle on the basis of these conditions.

With the election campaign gaining momentum
day by day, these three pamphlets are indis-
pensable is acquainting the workers with our
Party and League. Every member should carry
them with him wherever he goes, and sell them
at every opportunity,
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southerners who were presumably, better able
to “handle the Negro.”

After the Spanish-American war, during the
Philippine insurrection, the Twenty-fifth Infane
try regiment was sent to these islands to carry
through the “pacification” of the revolutionary
Philippine masses. How these Negro toilers re.
acted to this situation is very interestingly set
forth by Stephen Bonsal, in an article which ap-
peared in the “North American Review” on June
7, 1907. In an article entitled “The Negro Sol-
dier in War and Peace,” Bonsal writes:

“In the Philippines, the services of the Negro
regiments have not attracted much favorable
comment, though I believe that, under fire and
in the open field, their behavior has been sol-
dierly. In the earlier days of the occupation, it
was a subject of congratulation among officers
that the colored troops got on more quickly and
in closer touch with the native populations than
did their white brothers in arms. Many of the
Negroes learned the native languages with sur-
prising facility. Soon, however, these acquiree
ments came to be anything but a subject of con-
gratulation.

“While the white soldiers, unfortunately got on
badly with the natives, the black soldiers got on
much too well...until the time came, in 1801,
when many observant officers expressed the
opinion that the color line had been drawn to
our disadvantage, and that the Negro soldiers
were in closer sympathy with the aims of the
native population than they were with those of
their white leaders and the policy of the United
States,

“The desertions from the Negro regiments were
large—much larger I believe, than from the
white organizations: And these desertions were
of a different character. The white deserted be-
cause he was lazy and idle and found service life
irksonme. ... But the Negroes deserted in scores
and for the purpose of joining the insurgeats,
and many of them, like the celebrated Fagin,
became leaders and fought the white troops or
their former comrades with zest and ability.”
(Emphasis mine, O. H)

The statement made by this jingoist against
the white soldiers is a lie. They did not desert
because they were lazy. Because many of them
were poisoned by the imperialist ideology of
white superiority, the great majority of the de-
serters did not go over to the Filipinos. But
their desertion was in itself a revolt against
the rotten food and afmy slavery in a hot cli-
mate, and miserable pay.

That the Negro soldiers were able to find
common cause with their oppressed Philippine
brothers is natural and demonstrates the revolu-
tionary potentialities of this section of the work-
ing class. That these troops, without & con-
scious revolutionary leadership, could react in
the most revolutionary manneér and feel their
revolutionary kinship to the oppressed Filipinos
who were fighting against American imperialist
oppression, gives the direct lie to the Lovestone-
Pepper theory of “the reactionary Negro masses.”

Thanks to these theories, that have been dom-
inant in the American labor movement, the im-
portance of the role of the Negro toilers in the
common fight of the working class against the
imperialist war machinations had not been suf-
ficiently understood by a large section of the
American workers. The Negro bourgeois reform-
ist tools of the American imperialists, have also
faithfully carried through their treacherous role
of hiding these facts from the Negro workers in
order to make them believe that they have no
revolutionary traditions of struggle, and have
always been submissive. 4

It is necessary to add here that the Negro
troops, after these incidents, were speedily re-
moved {rom the Philippines, and that very few
have been used since by the United States to
“pacify” colonials. After this, the whole policy
of American activities on these islands was
changed, and the rigid “color line” formerly
drawn against all classes of the natives was-
withdrawn, and an attempt made to reconcile
the native bourgeoisie to American occupation

by granting them a small share of the oppor-

tunity to exploit the Philippine masses.

This experience with the Negro troops proves
that the Negro toilers in uniform will not lend
themselves so easily to the schemes of the im-
perialists to crush the resistance of the colonial
masses. The Negro workers, along with the rest
of the working class are learning that when they
help the imperialists to exploit the colonial toil-
ers they are but tightening the yoke of oppres-
sion around their own necks. 5

Workers and Working-Class Organiza-
tions, Protest the Melrose Park
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tions to Dr. Edw. G. Brust, Village ‘
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