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By OTTO HALL

HE Herndon case is one of the
most important case in the
history of our movement. There
never has been a case that has
brought forward so clearly, so many
important aspects of the struggle
of the American working class
against capitalist exploitation. We
have in this case the struggle of
the workers against starvation and
misery, and, as was brought out in
the trial, the struggle for equal
rights for Negroes and their right
of self-determination in the South-
ern Black Belt.

This nineteen-year-old Negro boy
who shocked the white ruling class
out of their smugness and put fear
in their hearts by his Bolshevik
fortitude and stamina, is typical of
the working class leadership in the
south that is developing out of the
sharpening struggles in that sec-
tion, The Camp Hill fight, the very
recent ‘Tallapoosa struggles, in
which the Negro toilers have de-
monstrated to the entire world
their willingness to fight and their
revolutionary potentialities, are in-
dications that in many sections of
the South they will be the ones
who will lead the struggles and
set the example to the white work-
ers that the only way out of their
misery is through organization and
struggle.
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HE renegade Lovestonites and
Cannonites, and the leadership
of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,
(Pickens, Du Bois, Schuyler, etc.)
haye repeatedly spread the canard
that the Negroes in the South are
ignorant, backward, and so terror-
ized that they won't fight. The
southern bourgeoisie would like to
believe this, but they are becoming
more and more convinced that this
is not true. They also thought that
the native southern white worker
wouldn’t struggle, but the textile
workers in North and South Caro-~
lina and Tennessee, and the fight~
ing miners in Kentucky and West
Virginia have changed this opinion.
The vicious attacks of the south-
ern capitalists against the workers,
Negro and white, and their at-
tempts to suppress the revolution-
ary movement that is developing
down there, shows that they realize
that they are sitting atop an active
volcano that is likely to erupt at
any moment, Due to the deepening
crisis, they are finding it more and
more difficult to bolster up among
the white workers the ideology of
race superiority that has served so
lonz to hamper the unitad fight
of the workers in that section. They
can no longer afford to pay the
white worker a little higher wages
than those paid to the Negro for
similar work. Consequently, the
white worker is beginning to lose
his feeling of race superiority and
further is beginning to realize that
unless he fights for Negro rights,
he cannot better his own economic
condition. The way the white work-
ers of Atlanta rallied to the support
of Angelo Herndon is an interesting
example,

Never before had the workers of
Atlanta, Negro and widte, and in
the whole South for that matter,
witnessed such smashing of favorite
southern traditions, The two Negro
Iawyers, B. J. Davis and John H,
Geer, native southern Negroes, in
their conduct of the defense of
Herndon in the courts astounded

i every one by the way they bearded
the bourpon lion in Ids den. They
brought the question ' of Negro
rights forward clearly and boldly
during the trial in the splendid
fight they made for the right of
Negroes to serve on the jury. Never
in the memory of any Negro in that
court room had any lawyer at-
tempted to stop white policemen
and prosecutors from referring to
their clients as “niggers” and
“darkies.” When B. J. Davis ob-
jected to these terms, the judge was
forced to sustain the objection.
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AHJ auring the three days of the
trial, the court room was crowd~
ed with Negro and white workers.
The Jim Crow laws were broken for
the first time -when  Negro “and
white workers occupied the same
benches. The court room became &
political forum; Negro and white
workers alike learned that the basic
reason the bosses were able lo keep
thew. down below the starvation

tem of Jim Crow and the national
oppression of the Negro toilers in
the black belt. The bosses through
their prosecutor, Walter Le Craw,
made the Communist slogan of
self-determination and basic argu-
ment against the defendant. Le
Craw shouted that, “if you don't
send this defendant to the electric
chair we will have a Red Army
marching through Georgia which
will take all of the land away from
the white people and give it to the
Negroes!”

Every opportunity the judge had
to overrule objections made by the
defense attorneys was utilized. The
prosecutors were allowed to use
every trick in the calendar to inject
race prejudice in order to inflame
the jury. A witness for the defense
Professor Evans, a native south-
erner, and professor of economics

at Emory University, and whom the
| judge disqualified as an expert on

Communism, was asked the follow-

ing questions by prosecutor Hudson,
! a former baptist preacher.

r‘ Question: “Do you believe in
equal rights for Negroes?”

Answer: “Yes under the law.”

‘Question: “Would you want your
daughter to marry a Negro?” . «

Answer: “It's against the law in
this state.” '

This question . was - allowed im
spite of the objections by the d&
fense. These tactics of the prose-
cution did not get them anywhere
with the white workers who crowd-
ed the court rcom. Many apenly
expressed indignation at the tactics
of the bhosses. : ;
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Angelo Herndon becomes one of
the most important tasks facing the
working class today. As a result of
this fight we are getting the sup-
port of a large section of the Neg-
roes, including petty boutrgeois in-
tellectuals, who are attracted by
the raising of the national question
in the struggle for Negro rights
Also the white workers are in con= '
siderable numbers supporting this |
fizht. The revolutionary movement
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tempo and the opportunity to break |
through the terror in that section |
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sentence given Herndon did not

Many Negroes said that they were



