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Thru Terror to Hold
IIlinois MinersSmash

Big May Day Parade
May Day March Follows
Election of Two Reds

To City Council
(Daily Worker Midwest Bureau)

CHICAGO. May 6. Workers of
Benld, 111., on May Day smashed
through the traditional policy of the
city administration barring all rad-
ical meetings. For years, police
have broken up even indoor meet-
ings. and lately have been threaten-
ing to smash any outdoor meeting.

Six hundred workers marched
through the city streets on May Day
in the greatest demonstration ever
seen in this coal mining community.
Bill Frame of the Communist Party
was cheered when he brought for-
ward the seizure of power and the
dictatorship of the proletariat as the
only working class way out of the
crisis.

Fifty thugs of the state and county
police were on hand but did not
dare to interfere with the march-
ing workers.

It was a real united front parade,
with workers from the International
Labor Defense, the Communist
Party, the Progressive Miners of
America, and many other organ-
izations participating.

The carrying through of this May
Day demonstration is a great victory
for the workers of Benld. Macoupin
County has long been noted as the
"tronghold of reaction and capital-
ist terror. In the past every ex-
pression of militancy by the workers
brought swift, vicious attacks by the
police, mine thugs, and local fas-
cists.

This victory follows close on the
election of two Communists to the
City Council of Benld by a united
Lent workers' ticket.

Custom Tailors
Win Shop Strike

Force Chicago Boss to
Take Back Union Man

Daily Worker Midwest Bureau)
CHICAGO, May 6. The first

Strike of the season in the custom
’aflors’ trade was won here Thurs-
day. Led by the Needle Trades
Workers Industrial Union the work-
ers of Ed Gordon’s Custom Tailor
'hop. 118 N. Michigan Ave. went
out 100 per cent to demand rein-
statement of workers fired for
union activity, the right to organize,
and regular weekly pay day.

Before the day was over, the boss
settled, granting all the workers’
demands, and taking back all the
strikers. This strike was the re-
sult of the organizational campaign
rung carried on by the N. T. W.
I. U. among custom tailors.

The solid front of the workers
f id their militant picketing quickly
forced the boss to come to terms.
The settlement grants the right to
oelong to the union, the weekly pay,
and reinstatement of the fired
" orker.

Chrysler Raises Its
Dividends loo%i

Has $23,000,000
NEW YORK.—As news comes

from leading auto centers of the |
calling off of strikes by A. F. of
L. locals, it was announced to-
day that the Chrysler Corpora-
tion, manufacturers of automo-
biles, doubled its usual dividend
payments to stockholders.

The annual rate of $1 a share
was doubled today to $2. The
dividend payment amounts to
about $9,000,000 a year and goes
to Wall Street investors and
speculators.

The corporation revealed cash
holdings of $23,813,000 compared
with $12,609,000 last year.

Phila. Unemployed
To Demonstrate

To Demand 40 Percent
Relief Increase

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., May 6.
Jobless workers under the leader-
ship of the Unemployment Councils,
will mass at the County Relef Bu-
reau, 1450 Cherry St., on Thursday,
May 10th, to demand a general 40
per cent increase in relief.

Thousands of workers were added
to the lists of those unemployed
and without relief when all L. W. D.
(work relief) workers were fired on
April 30th, when all work relief was
closed down.

Pennsylvania, the state with a
larger number of unemployed
workers on the relief rolls, and with
a greater unemployed population
than any state in the country', has
spent its last dollar of relief appro-
priations, and has failed to appro-
priate additonal funds for the un-
employed; meanwhile, political buck-
passing between the federal relief
administration and the demagogic
Governor Pinchot. The entire wel-
fare of the unemployed is now left
to the haphazard "net” profits from
the state liquor system, but these
expected profits from the liquor
traffic have failed to materialize.

Shoe Shop Wins
Strike in Phila.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—One hun-
dred and twenty workers in the
Baylin Shoe Company here returned
to work yesterday morning, having
won their strike and forced the boss
to keep his agreement with the
United Shoe and Leather Workers
Union.

The strike was called when the
boss, having incorporated the busi-
ness, refused to recognize the union
agreement and fired three workers
who were organizing protest against
tfcis action.

Tell your friends and shopmates
about the Daily Worker. Let them
read your copy. Ask them to sub-
scribe.

Bridgeport S. P. Is
Forced to Endorse
Social Bill HR 7598
Rank and File Demand
Forces Action by City

Central Body

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., May 6.!
Mass pressure from below in the i
Socialist Party forced the endorse-
ment of the Workers Unemploy-
ment and Social Insurance Bill
iH. R. 7598) at the last meeting of
the city central Committee, which
was attended by Mayor McLevy and
his whole reactionary clique. It is
now probable that the Bridgeport
Common Council will also endorse
this bill since the city administra-
tion will, in view of the action taken
at their party meeting, vote for its
endorsement.

This same meeting was marked
by clashes between administration
leaders and rank and file workers.
McLevy and his group was accused
of doing nothing but sit in their
offices and warm their chairs. The
arguments became so bitter that
Brewster, Superintendent of Public;
Works, threatened to strike a rank-]
and-filer, who was reproaching the
administration for its do-nothing
policies.

A clash also broke out between
the Mayor and Jack Bergin, who
had led the relief workers out on
strike only to betray them by his
vacillations and his high ambitions
(he is telling the unemployed
workers that he needs their support
in order for him to run for Mayor
at the next election). McLevy at-
tacked this “Socialist” Commis-
sioner of Education on the grounds
that his first duty was to the So-
cialist Party and that he should
have first brought it to the atten-
tion of the Party and then the mat-
ter would have taken its regular
legal course.

Out of McLevy’s own mouth do
we get the admission that the in-
terests of the workers are not the
interests of the Socialist Party.
“Your first duty, Bergin, is to the
Socialist Party.” In other words to
lead workers even though there was
no intention on the part of Bergin
to put up a militant struggle to
win the demands of the relief
workers, is not to the interests of
the Socialist Party leaders. McLevy
and his group serve warning to the
rank and file workers and others
that they will not stand for any
struggles on the part of the workers
in Bridgeport.

Starvation Relief
In Billings, Mont.
By a Worker Correspondent

BILLINGS, Mont.—Comrades, do
any of you have to have an Inves-
tigator every week to sign your
grocery list for grub and sow belly?
Enclosed are prices of articles and
remember, one and all. they buy
the cheapest that can be got. I
have worked in the Commissary
here and I know. Commissary
prices are potatoes. 2c a lb.; eggs,
14c; bread. 10c, while at the Miracle
Market potatoes are 100 lbs. for 95c;
eggs, 10c; bread, Bc. The rest of
the prices for groceries are like
these.

We have made a wonderful gain
in our work last wee';. We have a
bunch now that will fight a buzz
saw. The slackers have been
pushed out. We have been ap-
proached to come back and lead in
this work, and watch us go.

*'<‘oltsJ)oi'<> Mothers, Still Uncowed
In Struggle, Fight lor Their Boys

The story of the toilworn lives
of the five mothers of the Scotls-
bero boys who are now in New
Fork. and who wiil go to Wash-
ington on Mothers’ Day, May 13,
to demand of the president that
their innocent boys, for three
■ears in the shadow of the elec-
ric chair, be freed, is continued
today in the interview by Otto
Hail, below.

A mass send-off for the Scotts-
'cro mothers will be held under
be auspices of the International
,zbor Defense in St. Nicholas
>

_na, Friday night, May 11.

By OTTO HALL
'.other Powell was born in

/earta, Ga., and was one of a
miiy of ten. Her family, also,
ere sharecroppers, and she has

worked ever since she was old
enough to remember. When she
was a very litle girl, hardly big
enough to put her hand on top of
i table, she was sent to the " big

■ ouse” to help In the kitchen. She
as so small she had to stand on

a box to wipe dishes and iron
’lothes. A few years later, she was
cnt. to the fields because there
vere other little children to take
her place in the kitchen. At four-
teen she plowed with two mules.
This was a plenty big enough job
.or a full grown man.

She was married at the age of
.3 to a sharecropper on the same
jlantation. She had “graduated”
.nto a life time school of misery
slid hard labor. She is the mother
)f seven children, and is a widow.

Her boy Ozie was only 14 years
old -when he was arrested. Like
the others he had gone away to get
work. He had to help take care of
his mother and older sister, who
was sick. As a result of the hard
work she had to do as a child,
Mother Powell's health has always
b-en poor.

All Are Fighters
I listened to these mothers tell

their story and could feel with
them a burning indignation against
a vicious system that make beasts
of burden out of human beings.
These mothers are all fighters. Suf-
fering, oppression and living in one
of the champion lynch states in the
country has net cowed them in the
le'st.

health ain’t been very good, but
I’m going to work in the I. L. D.
till the last breath leaves my body.
I’m going to make it so that other
colored mothers won’t have to go
through what I went through."

Mother Patterson, whose son has
been condemned to die three times
by the lynch courts, said. “I get
so filled up when I think about my
boy I can hardly hold myself. My

Mother Patterson was bom in
Elberton, Ga. She also comes from
a family of sharecroppers. Her
mother died when she was about
seven years old, and she went to
work in the fields at that age. She
married when she was about 18,
she thinks, and is the mother of 11
children. Only six of them are
living today. She has gone through
a lifetime of miserable toil. Often
she worked in the fields while
carrying her children up to the day
they were bom. Her husband,
Claude Patterson, is like her, an
active: fighter in the I. L. D. He
has a reputation in his community
of being absolutely fearless and is
known by the "good" white folk as
a "biggity nigger.”

“My husband. Claude, never did
take no foolishness off’n white
folks,” she told me, proudly, "and
Haywood is just like his pa. Ain’t
afraid of nothing or nobody.” She
told of the time her husband tried
to kill his planter boss, who attempt-
ed to cheat him out of his cotton.
When the "law" tried to organize
a mob to "put this Negro in his
place” the planter, fearful of losing
a valuable "hand” told the mob not
to interfere between .him and his
“niggrs” because he was able to
handle his "niggers” himself.

Patterson was determined to send
his children to school and when the
planter objected, he moved away
with his family to Chattanooga. He
told his friends that he was through
with ploughing cotton and that even
if he only earned a couple of dol-
lars a week in the city he would
at least be able to see cash.

said Mother Patterson, “ ’til I saw
him in jail.”

All of these mothers, in spite of
years of toil and bringing many
children into the world, are fine
looking women. These are work-
ing class women and a comparison
between them and triple-chinned-
poodle-dog-following women of the
parasite class show the ones who
are to survive and who are capable
of making the world a fit place in
which to live.

Mother Williams, the youngest of
the Scottsboro mothers, is only 34
years old and looks even younger.
She was born in Atlanta, Ga„ and
was brought to Chattanooga by her
parents when a baby. She went to
work at the age of 11, quitting
school before finishing the third
grade. She married at 14, and is
the mother of 10 children, seven of
whom arc living. Her husband died
when she was still carrying her
youngest baby.

Her boy, Eugene, was only 13
when he was arrested at Scottsboro,
charged with rape. When he left,
he told his mother he was going to
Pittsburgh where his uncle lived,
and that he would soon get work
and send her money.

These mothers, in spite of the fact
that they have had very little
formal education, have plenty of
native intelligence. A talk with
them blasts the vicious lie spread by
Pickens and Walter White of the
N.A.A.C.P. that these mothers were
ignorant and did not try to bring
their children up properly.

According to Du Bois, Schuyler,
White, Pickens, Robert Vann of
the "Pittsburgh Courier,” and
others, these mothers are “ignorant
and depraved" because they had too
much sense tc trust the fate of their
boys to these agents of the lynchers.
Even today, the leaders of the N.A.
A.C.P. are conniving with the
Southern lynchers to try to force
the boys through torture to repudi-
ate the I.L.D. and let them handle
their case. Protests by the thou-
sands must go to Deputy Warden
Dan Rogers of Jefferson County
jail in Birmingham, Governor Miller,
President Roosevelt to stop the tor-
ture of these boys.

Workers and those sympathetic
should know that the families of
these mothers can use children's
clothes and shoes if these are sent
to the District I.L.D. office, 879
Broadway.

In 1931, the year his boy was ar-
rested, he was only making four
days a week on his job. and the
combined earnings of the whole
family was scarcely enough to feed
them. Haywood Patterson quit
school to go to work because, he
told his mother, that he was tired of
going to school in overalls.

He said, “I'm big enough to help
you and pa out now and I’m going
up North where I can make more
money.” He said. "Put some starch
in my overalls Ma. so that I can
lock clean when I get there.”

"That's the last I saw of my boy,"

EndAAA, Com munislPartyDentan ds
Proposing Real Farmer Relief Bill

NEW YORK. Calling for the
immediate repeal of the Roosevelt
A. A. A. program as a program
which has benefited a few large
landlords and rich farmers while
it has only intensified the misery
of the vast majority of the farm
population, the Communist Party
has just made public Its proposal
of a new “Fanners Emergency
Relief Bill” to take the place of
the present Roosevelt Agricultural
Adjustment Act.

The Communist Party Bill for
the fanners is a historic document
which contains in concrete form

FARMERS’ EMERG
‘To protect and aid tenants, share-

croppers, and operating owners of farms
by insuring their continued possession of
their farms and by providing for that
abundance of agricultural crops and live-
stock which is essential to the well-being
of farmers and industrial workers.

DE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE
"OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS AS-
SEMBLED, that because the operation of the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Act has resulted in

“(a) eviction of tens of thousands of tenants,
sharecroppers and operating owners of farms, from
their farms and homes through the reduction of
acreage programs;

"(b) imposing the full burden of the cost of
benefit payments upon the farmers and workers
through the processing tax;

“(c) the waste of fertile farm lands and the re-
turn to laborious and primitive methods of produc-
tion, while millions of unemployed workers are
starving;

“(d) creating and fostering monopolies among
the distributors and processors of agricultural pro-
ducts through the marketing agreements and
licenses;

"the Agricultural Adjustment Act, as amended,
is hereby revoked and repealed.”

“PECTION NO. 2. The term ‘farmer’ as used in this
Act means any individual who is engaged in

tilling the soil, whether a tenant, sharecropper or
owner, who operates his farm primarily by his own
labor. None of the benefits or rights of exemp-
tions from taxation granted by this Act shall apply
to any landlord or absentee owner or corporation
or to any farmer who owns more than one farm,
or w'ho operates primarily with hired labor, or to
any manager or foreman of a farm.

“PECTION NO. 3. Under no circumstances shall
“any farmer be evicted from the farm on which

he has tilled the soil or from the dwelling house
on that farm for the non-payment of any debt,
rent, taxes, or other obligations, or because of the
termination of any lease or contract. To secure
the fanner in possession of his land, home and
equipment, all debts and other obligations threat-
ening such possession are declared cancelled.

" PECTION NO. 4. No farm equipment, farm im-
“provements or livestock, on any farm shall be

attached, seized, levied upon, or removed from such
farm for the non-payment of any debt, rent or
other obligation or because of the termination of any
lease or contract.

“PECTION NO. 5. Cash relief for the necessities
of life shall be afforded to all farmers in need

of relief, by committees of farmers who shall de-
termine such need. These committees shall be
elected in each county and parish within the United
States by the farmers located in that county or
parish. Such committees shall be known as Farm-
ers’ Relief Committees and shall be chosen in the
manner hereinafter provided. The Secretary of the
Treasury shall, from time to time, pay to the Farm-
ers’ Relief Committee in any county or parish such
amounts as the Committee shall certify are needed
for the relief of farmers in its county or parish.

"PECTION NO. 8. Crop production loans, In cash
“shall be made to all farmers in need of such

crop production loans upon the determination of
such need by the Farmers’ Relief Committees in
their respective counties or parishes. The Secre-
tary of the Treasury shall, from time to time, pay
to the Farmers’ Relief Committee in any county
or parish such amounts as the Committee shall
certify are needed f.or crop production loans.

“CATION NO. 7. Farm, home, equipment and
livestock loans shall be made to all farmers in

need of same due to the fact that they have suffered
the loss of farm, dwelling house, farm equipment,
farm improvements, or livestock, through fore-

Atlanta, Ga., Negro
and White Workers
In May Day Meet

ATLANTA, Ga., May B.—A erwod
of 300 Negro and white workers
heard Clarence Hathaway, editor
of the Daily Worker, speak on “The
N.R.A. and Labor Unions in the
South,” at the May Day meeting at
the Bethlehem Church of God. This
was the first May Day mass meet-
ing that was* ever held in Atlanta
and the workers greeted it with
great enthusiasm, especially Com-
rade Hathaway's speech.

Chief of Police Sturdivant, with
15 uniformed cops and a number
plainclothes dicks were on duty at
the church to “protect the people
against possible disorders.” The
workers were orderly but very de-
termined so the police thought it
best not to provoke any trouble.

When Hathaway exposed the
growth of fascism in this country
and linked up the K.K.K. with the
fascist organizations, Chief Sturdi-
vant came to the defense of the
Klan. It was like stepping on the
Chief’s pet com. He interrupted
Hathaway to say that he could not
attack the Klan. Hathaway replied
that he would insist on exercising
his right of "free" speech. Hath-
away continued his attack on the
fascist organizations, thoroughly
exposing them. In ending his attack
he referred to the “Silver Shirts.
Black Shirts, and those in Night
Shirtr." and the audience responded
with prolonged applause. The work-

the agrarian program of the Party
which it pot forward in the last
national elections.

It is a program that would re-
lieve the farmers of the Intoler-
able yoke of Wall Street and
mortgage bank domination, pro-
tecting all farmers and their fam-
ilies from eviction or foreclosure.

The Communist Party proposes
that the passage of the “Farmers
Emergency Relief Bill” become the
immediate rallying cry of all or-
ganizations defending the inter-
ests of the small and middle farm-

ers. All organizations in the cities.

;ncy relief bill
closure, eviction, seizure, attachment, levy, removal.
The Secretary of the Treasury shall, from time to
time, pay to the Farmers' Relief Committee in any
county or parish such amounts as the Committee
shall certify are needed for such farm, home, equip-
ment, and/or livestock loans. Such loans shall be
made to the individual farmer by the Farmers’ Re-
lief Committee to replace such losses as have been
suffered by the individual farmer through eviction,
foreclosure, seizure, levy, attachment, removal since
1921, and to an amount sufficient in the cpinion of
the Farmers’ Relief Committee to replace such
farm, house, equipment or chattels.

* * *

"PECTION NO. 8. The crop production loans made
made under Section No. 6 and the farm, home,

equipment, and/or livestock loans made under
Section No. 7 shall not carry any interest obligation
and shall be repaid and be collectible only in the
following manner:

"(a) The loans shall be repaid only directly to
the Farmers’ Relief Committee that made the loans.
Any funds so repaid shall be used by the committee
in making other crop production loans or in afford-
ing cash relief as under Section No. 5 of this Act.

“(b) The loans shall be collectible and repaid
only out of that portion of the income of the farm-
ers which the Farmers’ Relief Committee giving the
loan determines to be in excess of an amount suf-
ficient to cover (1) cost of production for such
farmer and (2) adequate living standard for such
farmer.

"PECTION NO. 8. No discrimination shall be made
in the administration of this act because of the

age, sex, race, color, religious or political opinion
or affiliation, or nationality of any farmer.

“PECTION NO. 9. The moneys provided for in
“ this Act, whether in the hands of any Farmers’

Relief Committee or of any farmer, shall not be
subject to attachment, garnishment, or execution for
any debt, taxes, rent, or other obligation.

“PECTION NO. 10. At noon on the 20th day fol-
lowing the passage of this Act there shall be

held a mass convention of farmers in each county
or parish within the United States at the seat of
government of each county or parish. At each mass
convention there shall be elected from among their
number, by secret ballot, a Farmers' Relief Com-
mittee which shall not exceed ten (10) members.
The membership of each Farmers’ Relief Commit-
tee must be based upon proportional representation
of the race, color and nationality of the farmers in
the county or parish as reported in the 1930 Fed-
eral Census. At these and all subsequent conven-
tions, each farmer shall have only one vote. No
convention shall have the power to act unless at
least forty per cent of the farmers, eligible to vote,
are present at the convention. At any time, a peti-
tion of one hundred farmers or one-tenth of the
farmers In any county or parish, whichever is
fewer, shall be sufficient to call a mass convention
to consider the recall of any member or members
of a Committee and the election of a new member
or members.

“PECTION NO. 11. There is hereby appropriated
the initial sum of $2,000,000,000 for the purposes

of this Act, which sum shall be raised by the taxa-
tion of inheritance and gifts and the taxation of
all incomes (whether of trusts, individuals, corpora-
tions, or foundations) in excess of $5,000 per year.

• * *

"PECTION NO. 12. The necessary and actual ex-
penses incurred by each such Farmers’ Relief

Committee in carrying out the provisions of this
Act and compensation for the members of the Com-
mittee shall be paid out of the moneys so appropri-
ated by the Secretary of the Treasury upon certifi-
cation from time to time of the necessary amount
by the respective Committees. The expense ac-
counts and compensation for each committee shall
each month be audited and published in detail In
a newspaper in this Committee's county. Compen-
sation for members of any Committee working full
time shall be equal to the prevailing average income
for farmers in that Committee's county."

ers were so sympathetic to Hath-
away that the Chief thought it best
not to interrupt again and the
meeting continued very orderly.

Hathaway explained the role of
the Communist Party, its aims and
methods, very frankly and the
workers met it with very enthus-
iastic response. The longer Hath-
away talked the more determined
the workers became that Hathaway
would not be interruped. Hathaway
ended his speech by saying that
the Communist Party would gain a
strong foothold in Atlanta and that
this meeting was proof of the fact
that they could hold successful
open meetings and that they would
continue to do so.

See tomorrow’s Daily Worker

for art important article by C. A.
Hathaway, Daily Worker editor,
explaining the meaning and sig-

nificance of the Fanners’ Emer-
gency Relief Bill as proposed by
the Communist Party. Today’s
paper, containing the Bill, should
be carefully preserved, together
with Comrade Hathaway’s article.

The solidarity of Negro and white
workers that was expressed at this
meeting was a severe blow at the
whole Jim-Crow system in the south
and especially at the Klan and their
police guard.
Farmers Come From 30 Miles Away

A number of Negro and white
farmers had come from 30 miles out
in the country to hear Hathaway
speak. They were filled with en-
thusiasm and determination. They
remarked that they had “never
heard a speech talked like that.”
and went back to their commun-
ities spreading Hathaway’s message
to the other impoverished share-
croppers and small farmers.

The meeting unanimously en-
dorsed the Workers Unemployment
Insurance Bill (H.R. 7598) and
pledged to continue the fight to
force Congress to pass this bill.

W. E. Washburn, recording secre-
tary of local No. 84 of the Electrical
Workers Union, acted as chairman,
C. W. Weaver, president of the
Painters Association of Georgia
(Negro), introduced Hathaway.

as well, are urged to endorse this
Bill and take steps to further
its immediate passage by Con-
gress.

Doylestown Farmers
Greet May Day

DOYLESTOWN, Pa., May 3.
For the first time in its history,
this town saw a May Day demon-
stration.

More than 100 workers and farm-
ers from Bucks County and the
neighboring villages gathered to
celebrate the international day of
working class solidarity.

Another precedent was set when
the demonstration, which was held
under the auspices of the United
Farmer Protective Association, in-
cluded Negro workers and whits

farmers in working class unity. A
Negro family for whom the U. F.
P. A. put up a successful fight for
relief was marching in the parade.

The permit to parade was won
only after a hard struggle with the
City Council, who placed every’ ob-
stacle in the way. They even hinted
violence by the American Legion
against the parade.

The Socialist Party locals in the
county did not respond to a united
front cal). Only the Communist
Party sent a speaker. The chair-
man was John Hermann. Speakers
included Lev, Bcntzley of the U.
F. P. A., Lem Harris. Dan S’.inger
and Mrs. Engleman, a U. F. P. A.
member.

600 Demonstrate in
Madison County

MADISON, 111., May 4.—Over 600
workers from all over Madison
County assembled at the City Park
in Edwardsville. 111., for the first
May Day demonstration ever held
in the county seat of Madison
County.

Delegations from 10 towns, mrm-

Employers Meet to
Strengthen Drive ot
NBA Against Lnions
Roosevelt Promptly Carries Out Orders of the

Chamber of Commerce; Amends Vagner Bill,
Brings Forward Company Unions

By CARL REEVE
NEW YORK.—The United States

Chamber of Commerce, which in-
itiated the National Industrial Re-
covery Act, has just ended its ses-
sions with the passage of a series
of resolutions which give the Roose-
velt government its instructions as
to how the N. R. A. shall carry on
in the immediate future. These
instructions, already embodied in
the modified Wagner “disputes bili,”
and the conferences of the Auto
Labor Beard cn the general Fisher
Body strike, include: (1) the foster-
ing and the development of com-
pany unions: t2) no more wage in-
creases or shortening of hours; (3)
no unemployment insurance: (4) ac-
celeration of the N. R. A.’s union
smashing, campaign, and the out-
lawing of strikes: (5) increased
monopolization and fascist tenden-
cies.

The resolution passed by the
United States Chamber of Com-
merce on "employment relations"
states: “The rights of employers
and the rights of employees to par-
ticipate in determination of methods
for discussion and negotiation of
employment relations should not be
abridged. In the exercise of the
right to organise and to bargain
collectively through representatives
of vheir own choosing, employees
should be free from coercion or
restraint from any source. There
should be no attempt in any degree,
to lessen, through legislative re-
strictions upon particular kinds of
organization (company unions —C.
R.) the freedom of employes in
determining the form of any organ-
ization erealed voluntarily, for the
purpose of collective bargaining."

This instruction to the govern-
ment for more open strike-breaking
measures, for the crass support of
the company union without dema-
gogic trimmings, has been obeyed
by President Roosevelt. At the very
moment that the speeches of the
country's leading employers in the
Chamber of Commerce meeting
were demanding more vigorous union
smashing, and bringing forward
more speedily of the company
unions, President Roosevelt was ron-
fering with Wagner, Perkins, and
others and modifying the Wegner
“disputes” bill to suit these de-
mands.

..
. that in the endeavor to promptly

raise wages, costs have been in-
creased faster than the consuming
power of the country, with result-
ing curtailment of business activity
and lessening of employment; that
in some cases the differentials in
wage scales between different sec-
tions of the country have not been
equitable

.
. .”

The Modified Wagner Bill
The revised bill as it now' stands

enlarges the powers of the National
Labbor Board to "settle" labor dis-
putes and virtually makes strikes
illegal. It also provides that com-
pany unions are recognized by the
National Labor Board. "In its re-
vised form (revised by the president
—C. R.) the bill is understood to
permit company unions, provided
there is no evidence of employer
domination. Most of the amend-
ments agreed to at today’s confer-
ence were designed to make it pos-
sible for the effective company
unions to continue.” This is the
report of the modification by Roose-
velt of the Wagner Bill, in the N. Y.
Post of May 4.

Thus President Roosevelt has re-
moved from the Wagner “disputes”
bill some of the demagogy which
served to cloak its original purpose,
now strengthened, to outlaw' strikes,
to hamstring the trade unions, and
to enslave the workers to company
unions where the employers will be
able to smother struggles of the
workers for higher w'ages and better
conditions. The employers feel that
the removal of this demagogy will
speed up the strike-breaking drive
against the workers.

That the Roosevelt government
intends through the N. R. A., to
keep down the wage levels, while
the cost of living is still further
boosted, is clear from the delibera-
tions of the U. S. Chamber of Com-
merce. In his keynote speech to
this convention. President Henry I.
Harriman said: “There is a feeling

bers of the Madison County Federa-
tion of Unemployed, etc., came in
trucks and buses to protest against
the attempted forced labor schemes,
and to demand that the county au-
thorities indorse the Unemployment
Insurance Bill (H.R. 7598) and give
a 50 per cent increase in relief.

A parade started by local Social-
ist leaders on the basis of a permit
granted by the authorities with the
provision that no Communist ban-
ners cr slogans be carried ended in
a flop.

Socialist Workers Aid
And Attend United Front

The resolution passed by the
Chamber of Commerce cn “employ-
ment relations” says: “Each indus-
try should -ontinue to be given
separate consideration in the deter-
mination of the m.nimum wage
provisions of its code with recogni-
tion of community and sectional dif-
ferentials existing prior the
passage of the national industrial
recovery act.”

On the question of wage scales,
the employers of the country, in
meeting assembled, issued the edict
that the N. R. A. shall continue
to keep down the wage levels of the
workers.

The Roosevelt policies against
the granting of any unemployment
insurance were approved by the em-
ployers meeting in a resolution as
follows: “. . . opposed to enactment
cf legislation for compulsory unem-
ployment benefits but favored plans
for -reation of unemployment re-
serves by industries under the N.
R. A.” <N. Y. Tribune. May 5).

Tl.c Chamber of Commerce pro-
posed measures for the acceleration
of the monopolies’ control of in-
dustry. and recommended that code
authorities be permitted to inter-
pret codes.” subject to reversal by
the N. R. A."

Auto Labor Board Seii Out
The fact that the N. R. A. is the

instrument which from the beginn-
ing has carried out the policies of
finance capital is seen in the ac-
tivities of the National Auto Labor
Board in breaking the general strike
in the Fisher Auto Body company
plants of St. Louis, Cleveland,
Tarrytowm, and Kansas City.

The policy of the General Motors
Corporation, of which Fisher Body
is a subsidiary, is described in the
speech of Afred P. Sloan, its presi-
dent, on April 25, before the Boston
Chamber of Commerce. Sloan de-
clared that the General Motors will
“under no circumstances recognize
any union as that term is inter-
preted by the American Federation
of Labor—that means the closed
shop.” He said "the route through
which the real interests of both em-
ployer and employe can best be pro-
moted is through the employe re-
presentation plan or company
union.” He strongly opposed reduc-
tion in working hours. He more
than hinted his opposition to raises
in pay.

And it was on the basis of the
General Motors demands that the
Auto Labor Board ended the Fisher
Body strike. The A. F. of L. leaders
sent the strikers back to work. They
did not get recognition. The Gen-
eral Motors plants deal only with
the local representatives of the em-
ployes, factory by factory and only
on issues of the current strike. The
men are back at work. After the
strike began, the Chevrolet plant in
Tarrytown reduced wages to a sixty

| cent an hour level. The company
union is preserved. Strikes were
outlawed and compulsory arbitration
by the Auto Labor Board instituted.

Thus the analysis of the Eighth
National Convention of the Com-
munist Party is carried out to the
hilt. The increased strike-breaking
activities of the N. R. A, and the
Labor Board—the bringing forward
of the company union side by side
with the A. F. of L. officials in e
working arrangement, the keeping
of wages at a minimum level, and
the outlawing of strikes

Disagree on Method Only

May 1 Meet in A’banv
ALBANY, N. Y.. May 4.—Strong

united front sentiment of rank and
file members of the Socialist-con-
trolled Workmen’s Circle, forced the
officials of that organization to per-
mit the United Front May Day
meeting here to be held in their
hall, after police had prevented the
holding of the meeting in the Sons
of Italy Hell and influenced other
hall owners to refuse their halls for
the meeting.

There are undoubtedly disagree-
ments among the employers them-
selves as to how best to conduct the
strikebreaking drive. There is an
increased tendency for speeding up
the drive toward fascism. There are,
on the other hand, those that think
the growing working class strike
movement can best be smashed by
furthering the demagogic features
of the new deal.

But in meeting these differences,
the Roosevelt administration re-
sponds to the pressure of the most
powerful financial and industrial
group:, taking the road more and
more clearly toward open suppres-
sion of the workers’ movement.

As the meeting opened. Socialist
workers and members of the Work-
men's Circle flocked to the United
Front celebration.

Harriman. president of the U. S.
Chamber of Commerce, proudly
claimed for the C. of C. the author-
ship of the N. R, A. He declared.
“If I rightly sense the judgement of
business men on the workings of the
Industrial Recovery Act it is that
the law has done much good.” His
proposed amendments were in line
with increasing the efficiency of the
N. R. A. as the strike-breaking im-
plement of the employers.

400 Demonstrate in
Rockford for Demands

And William Green. N. R. A. Na-
tional Labor Board member, said
(on May 1) “We cannot permit the
National Recovery Program to stand
rtill . . . Labor wishes to see the Na-
tional Recovery Progr-ri made a
complete r o-cerr." Green’s mild
"critieigms” are made forth” pur-
pose of retaining a revolting rink
and file in the service of the em-
ployers apparatus—the N. R. A.

The moves of the employers in
the past few days to strengthen the
strike - breaking, un’on - smashing
features of the N. R. A. must con-
vince the workers that only by a
fightng. class struggle program, only
by rank and file control of the trade
unions, only by mass struggle, by
strikes and struggles of the unem-
ployed, C”n the workers increase
wages and better their conditions in
opposition to the attacks of the cm-
p’.o'-ers launched by m=an3 of the
N. R. A.

ROCKFORD. 111.. May 4.—Over
400 workers demonstrat'd here on
May Day, raising demands for more
adequate unemployment relief, pas-
sage of the Workers Unemployment
Insurance Bill (H.R. 7598), for the
freedom of Tom Mooney, the Scotts-
bero boys and Ernst Thaclmann.
German Communist leader, and
other anti-fascist fighters in the
Nazi prisons and concentration
camps.

Resolutions were adopted and
sent to Gov. Rolph of California,
Gov. Miller of Alabama, and the
Nazi Ambassador at Washington.


