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A Woman ‘Moses’ of Slave Days|
'HEROIC REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTER FOR NEGRO unmunqzn |

Harriet Tubman Led 300 to Freedom

“We'll be ready when dat great
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old,
‘“Phar-
let her
people go," but “went down into
Egypt land” and took them. She
was what was known as a con-
ductor of the “Underground Rail-
Daughter of Africans

This remarkable woman was born
in Dorchester County, Maryland,
sometime between the years 1812
and 1820, the exact date not being
known. 8he was one of a family
of eleven children whose parents
had been brought over as slaves
from Africa when quite young. She
was forced to work in the fields
almost before she was able to walk,
and knew nothing but a life of ex-
treme hardship for many years. She
received many beatings from her
master.

When she was barely eleven years
old, in a fit of anger, he threw a
heavy iron weight at her, and hit
her on the head. She was manv
Jears recovering from the effects
from this blow.

She Runs Away

Soon. she ran awav from this
“hell hole,” as she described it. and
| escaped to Philadelphia where she
' was given refuge by a kindly Quaker
family. She wanted to take her

day comes, etc.” (Emphasis mine—
0. H)

She was not satisfied with getting

her over 300 fugitive slaves, not a
single one ever being recaptured.

In New k City during the time
of the Pugitl Slave Law (passed
in 1850) she smatchéd a manacled
runaway right out of the hands of
the marshals, who, with
his former master, wpre taking him
back South. ?
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These facts are vcrm;d._b,v many |
eye witnesses of this event, who |
wrote about it later, Descendants |
of the slave she rescued are Nving |
| in Washington, D. C., today. |

| A Rescue in Washington »

| front, of the hotel at the time that

!t.hts Negro, who could not be dis-
Lunguhhed from a white man, had
lbee'n captured. They were waiting
| for his captors to hring him out.!
| His master, who, by the way, was|
| his half-brother, both having had
| the same father, had offered a large
irewsrd for him, and his capture
| had created considerable interest.
The crowd was sympathetic to the |
| slave and expressed audible hope |
| that someone would rescue him.

| The marshals, because of the|
| crowd, hesitated to take him out the !
front way, but there were as many
people at the back as there were in
front,

crowd.

A great crowd had gathersd in | 10T their escape.
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while still engaged in rescu- |
e members of her family, in
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the piantation. Up North, she had
made the acquaintance of the son
of a free Negro who had lived near |

‘the plantation where she used to be. |

She got this son to write a letter
to his father containing a communi- |
cation which would be given to her |
brothers, warning them to prepare
|
In those days every free Négro |
was under suspicion and all mail |
receivad was read by the nuzhoﬂ-[‘

e, T
watching, unto prayer, and when
thepod-blpdthnco-muong.‘
to be ready to step on b'-‘di."
Friend of John Brown
She was a devoted friend of John
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| Brown, the fighting Abolitionist, and |

| was one of his captains. He said

} so it was decided to go|of her at one time: “Moses (Har-
through with it in deflance of the { riet) is one of the best men I have.

| in my whole band.” At the time of |
But Harriet was waiting for them | his “raid” and capture at Harpers  :

.

when they came out, and snatched | Ferry, Virginia, she was on a mis- |

their captor right out
hands, picking him up bodily in her
arms, and ran off with him. The
crowds got in the way of the mar-
shals, preventing them from follow-
| ing her right away, and even though
| they fired several shiots at her, she
sucoeeded in getting him safely
away to Canada.
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{ | brothers with her but they backed
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|out at the last moment and she
went her way alone.

8he covered the distance by foot.
itnvel'mg at night and hiding away
(dug in the fields for storing
| tatoes) or in the woods, until she
reached her goal. Her friends helped
| her secure work in Philadelphia,
and she managed to save a sum
| of money, which she used to carry
out her plans. She was determined
to get the rest of her family away
from the plantation. and succeeded
at last in rescuing every one of
them, including her parents.
| Before' she left the plantation.
she adopted a very ingenious meth-
od of bidding farewell to the rest
of her family. and letting them
know of her intention to leava. On
| that pilantation, it was not advis-
able for the slaves tn be =een talk-
ing ton much with one another,
even members of the same family
The masters were always afraid of
an uprising. They were subject to
severe beatings if caught
| Song of Departure

On the eve of her departure, she
sang the following spiritual from
cabin to cabin:

“When dat ole chariot comes,

I'm guine to lebe you,

I'm boun’' for the promised land.

Frien's I'm a guine to lebe you.”

They sang back at her

by day in potato holes (big holes |

A Mpysterious “Moses™
Nobody ocould keep track of her
comings and goings. She would
disappear and reappear in different
cities mysteriously, and even her
| closest friends were sometimes puz-

zled and worried over her safety.!

But she would show up again just
as mysteriously, with a new batch
of slaves from somewhere in
“Egypt.” and the harassed planters
would be posting rewards in every
city. It was said that at one time
‘there were rewards amounting
$20000 out for thiis
“Moses

She would suddenly appear some
dark night at the door of a planta-
tion cabin. where a group of fugi-
tives, forewarned of the time and
place when “Moses” would come,
would be anxiously waiting.
would then pilot thern North. Thev
wotnld travel by night. secaling
mountains. fording rivers, threading
forests, lying roncealed as their
pursuers went past them. hiding out
during the day. She would dope the
babies up with pa ric, and lug
them along in a basket. One time
she carried, in this manner, a pair
of twins who lived to remind her of
this service many years later.

A Resolute Woman

mysterious

The way was so toiisome over the |

'rugged mountains that often the

to |

She |

| recruit men and raise money for

this venture. She was pretty well
1 broken up at the news of his death,
but lived to avenge him.

When the Civil War broke out
| shortly after, she gave her services
to the Pederal Government, and
did scout work for the Union forces.
She acted as spy behind the Con-
| federate lines, gaining valuable in-
|formation, and was thecause of
| many defeats suffered by the Con- |
| féderate troups. No one was ever
| suspicious of the lone, old, black
| woman who wandered through the
towns, with a shawl over her head.
(and a basket on her arm. She!
served all through the war and was
never caught. She also would stir
up the slaves on the plantations in |
the path of the Union army and
prepare them to rise and desert.

In spite of the fact that her
friends tried to get the Government
to pensicn her for her services, the
government showed its “gratitude”
by refusing her any remuneration.

She also lived to be over a hun-
dred vears old. and died in 1913, in
Auvburn. New York. Her life and
activities give us another angle of
how the spirituals were interpreted
by the glaves. The common econ-
ception of spirituals, which s sup-
ported by bourgeois liberal philan-
thropists, is that the spirituals were
merely sorrow songs of the slaves
and merely expressed their desire
for freedom which could only come
to them after they were dead and
went to heaven. But this was not
altogether true. These spirituals
| were not mere sentimental longings;
they expressed not only a desire for
freedom. but were calls for action.

of their|sion for him in New York City, to |



