Anti-Lynching Bill,
In Congress s Silent'
On the Death Penaltys'
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N.AA.CP. Leaders Seek|
to Strengthen Legalistic |
Musions Among Masses

This is the second of two ar-
ticles by Harry Haywood on the
reformist anti-lynching bills in-
troduced in the present Congress, |
and particularly on the Costigan- |
Wagner bill sponsored by the re- |
formist N.A.A.C.P. leadership. The |
first appeared in Saturday's “Daily |
Worker.” {

.
By HARRY HAYWOOD

While all other murders are pul-
ishable by death, there is no de-|
mand for the death penalty against |
lynchers in the Costigan (and other)
“anti.lynching” bhills now before
Congress. This omission is signifi- |
cant. Lynch murder is clearly not |
regarded as a captal crime by the |
sponsors of these bills. Is this not‘
an obvious concession to the lynch- |
ors? Is this not proof of the hypoc-
risy of the sponsors of these so-
called “anti-lynching” bills?

While thus protecting the lynch-
ers from the death penalty, the Cos-
tigan Bill (sponsored by the N. A.
A. C. P. leadershp) offers the rela-
tives of the lynch-victims the illu-
sdon of securing damsages from the
authorities. 1t provides that they
may bring suit for $10,000 against
the county or counties in which the
lynching occurred. This is supposed
to pensalize these communities and
to inerease the vigilance of the lo-

cal governments against lynching.
Here it is sufficient to point out that
2 asimilar law exists in West Vir.
ginia. Its ineffoctiveness is shown
by what happened when such a suit
was brought before the courts of
that State. The suit was “won,” bub

when the county officials annéunced
they had no funds appropriated “for
such & purpose,” the courts readily

accepted this excuse, and no pay-|
ment was ever made of the in-
demnity.

This, of couvse, merely confirms

the facl that any legislation, even the
most “perfect,” having seriously as its
purpose the hettering of the condi-
tions of the masses, means nothing if
it does not have organized arvound it
a militant mass movement of Negro|
and white toilers to force its enamct- |
ment. Withou, organized mass pres- |
sure, any bill in the hands of the ad-
minis tors of hourgeois law will be
nsed sinst. ithe masses and in the |
interests of the oppressors,
so-Called Anti-Lynch Law

In the statutes of the aslates where |
lvnching  is moas, common, where |
violators of every hasie vight of the
people most, fiagrant, there a""i
laws supposcdly guarsnteeinz these |
rights. For csample, there are anti- |
lynehing laws in  eight Southern
states . in which Ilynchings have
mounted yesr by year. It is clear |
ihat these hills are not for the pur-|
pose they proclaim, but arve used |
by the authorities fo divert the
masses from militant struggle against
Jynching by fostering illusions in the
courts and other instruments of the
ynchers. Even in the 13th, 14th and
15th amendments to the U. S. Con-
stitution, which supposedly provide
guarantees for the civil rights of the
Negro people, have now become
weapons in the hands of the ruling
class against Negro masses and the
entire working class, because these
amendments are used to hide the
role of the national government as
the oppressors of the Negro people,
ny fostering illusions in the federal
institutions. ‘These amendments, s0
far as the masses are concerned,
have become mere shibboleths in the
mouths of demagogs, who constantly
prate of the guarantees they sup-
posedly give to the constitutional
rights of the Negro people, and shitt
fagponsinility for their violation from
1he national government to the vari-
ous states.

It is clear that the fight against
wnehing must be directed against
the national government as the in-
strument of the oppressers and
wnechers of the Negro people. Any
point of view which fosters the lie
of impartiality on the part of the
government (and precisely this, is
the point of view behind these re-
formist proposals) strengthens the
nhand of the lynchers.

Why Such Feverish Activity

But the question raised now is:
why these feverish activities of the
reformists and imperialist politiclans
around the issue of lynching af the
present time, since these bills are ob-
viously not in the interests of the
Negro masses and the working class?
Then in whose interest are they?
These questions can only be answered
in the light of reeent developments
in the mass fight against lynching

In recent months the wave O
lynching has grown tremendously,
against the background of the crisis
of capitalism and the sharpening of-
fensive against the white and Negro
toiling masses. The savage lynch
terror has evoked the wildest indig-
nation among the masses, bringing
home to them the necessity for a
militant struggle against lyneching.
This wide-spread indignaiion is being
crystallized in mass protest actions
of white and Negro workers and in-
iellectuals, This movement is in-
creasingly coming under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party and
the whole revolufionary movement,
as it becomes more and more clear
o ever widening sections of the toil-
ors that the revolutionary movement
is the only force conducling a real
fight against lynching and for na-
‘ional liberation of the Negro people.
m this process, a united front of
Negro and white toilers is being
‘orged in the struggle. White toilers
1re beginning to see that hehind the
yutal chauvinist attacks against

| revolutionary mass action outside of
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Denied the right to speak on
Anti-Lynching Bill today before
the Senate Judiciary Committee,

Negroes, fascist reaction is mobilizing
its forces not only against the
Negroes, but against the entire work-
ing class.

The introduction of these bills can
only be understood in the light of
this developing mass anti-lynching
movement, The bills are introduced
in 3 new attempt by the Negro bour-
geois reformists and the social-fag~
cists to split up and crush the real
fight of the Negro and white masses
against Iynching, to divert the in-
dignation of the masses into harm-
less legalistic channels,

At a time when the masses are
rapidly shedding their illusions in
the capitalist courts as a result of
the bitter experiences of Scottshoro
and other cases; when the authority
of bourgeois law and order is being
undermined, and are seeking solu-
tion of their burning problems in

the bourgeois courts and legislative
bodies, the gentlemen of the N. A.
A. C. P., the leaders of the Socialist
Party, the liberals, true to their role
a8 the defenders of imperialist op-
pression, etc., all come forward to
the aid of the ruling class with pro-
posals for mew laws as the only
“solution.”

This, in eflect, is a new campaign
to deceive the masses, to disarm
their vigilance in the face of increas-
ing fascist lynch terror, and wreck

| the rapidly rising militant movement
lon the shoals of bourgeois legalism.
| At the same time, the N.A.A.C.P.

leadership and veformists generally,
whose prestige has been shaken in
the course of the mass movement led
by the Communisi, Party and revolu-
tionary organizations, seek by this
demagogic gesture to place them-
selves again at the head of the move-
ment in order to betray it. Is it
surprising then, that in this maneu-
ver, the reformists are receiving the
widest support of reactionary

elements,—in the proposed introduc-
tion of the bill by a Southern con-
gressman; the yide publicity in the
capitalist press; and support and
endorsement by large sections of the
Southern hourgeoisie?

Action Against Lynching

Our task is to expose the reaction-
ary nature of these maneuvers. This
can be done not only by criticism
of these bills and their authors, but
must be accompanied by a2 more en-
ergetic carryng through of our posi-
tive program against lynching and
Negro oppression. Against these re-
Sormist maneuvers we must counter-
pose our revolubtionary program of
joint action by Negro and white toil-
ers against the lynchers and national
oppression.

We must make clear that we are
not opposed to the introduction of
bills, petitions and other parliamen-
tary methods. On the contrary, we
stand for the maximum utilization
of all constitutional methods, realiz-
ing, however, that these can only
play a supplementary role and must
be subordinated to organized actions
of the masses oufside of the bounds
of the courts and bourgeois legisla-
tive bodies and he directed to broad-
ening out such actions. Only in this
manner, can a really effective fight
against- lynching be conducted.

These efforts on the part of the
bourgeoisie and their agents must
be answered by renewsd and more
energetic activities in the develop-
ment of the mass movement against
lynching and against the sharpen-
ing oppression of the Negro masses,
The movement against lynching and
for the general demands of the Negro
masses must be connected more in-
timately with the every-day eco-
nomis demands of the Negro and
white toilers, in the shops, factories,
mines, fields, and in the field of
unemployment. Especially is it neces-
sary to bring forward more ener-
getically than heretofore the issues
raised as a result of the increasing
oppression of Negroes under the
NR.A.; diserimination in NR.A.
codes; C.W.A. jobs; on relief jobs;
and relief generally.

At the same time, we must carry
through the widest mass agitation
around the Bill of Civil Rights for
the Negro People, sponsored by the
League of Struggle for Negro Rights,
and obtain millions of signatures de-
manding its passage and enforce-
ment, and secure endorsements of
the bill by all possible organizations
of white and Negro tollers.

PLAN NEW HO

FRANCE, Feb, 19,—Taul Vodos and
Maurice Rossi arrived here to pre-
pare for a flight to Buenos Aires
with the purpose of attempting to
break their own non-stop disteance
airplane flight record.




