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ETHIOPIA ISSUE STIRS.
THE NEGRO POPULATION
OFCHICAGD'S SOUTH SIDE

| Creates Wide Basis for Huge August First Antic

War Demonstration, Says Heywood—Cites
Success of Angelo Herndon Campaign

By Harry Heywood

[ vey , on the quese

(Extracts from won - Negro | tion of united action on the ques-
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i a parade on this issue

N::: dmma‘n' attacks. mxtm’ the following Sunday. We proe
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worsening of the living conditions ticipate ih that parade.
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encroachment upon eir |
rights. We can see on the South Against War and Pascism, and the
Side growing discontent and willing- |
ness on the part of the Negro masses |
to' struggle. But we found m i]n;
.spite of this objectively fa e
situation for the. development of A&t the Pilgrim Baptist Church. The
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mass struggles among the Negro
masses, no struggles had been de-
veloping for a. considerable period
‘of time, and that ‘the Party was
| isolated, with weak connections with

r | zations.

- |

- | clearly defined. political outlook on
e the part of the Party for the de- |

| velopment of 4 fight for the nghu’
|of the Negroes around their burn- |
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In analyzing this question -and
tthe reasons for this, we found that
this was due, first, to a lack of

ing demands; secondly, a lack of|

y | understanding of the correct ap- |
1| plication of the united front tactics,
- |failure to understand the necessity |

| conference was very successful..
| I want to again emphasize that
we have tremendous possibilities in

Ythis Ethiopian situation. No- issue

{has stirred the Negro as this one.
| We have the possibilities for bulidi-
ing up the broadest united front
|ever witnéssed on the South Side.
!The campaign in defense of -Ethi-
| opia must now be considered as parf

|of the preparations for August 1st.

Our intention is through building
up the campaign for the defense of
Ethiopia, to lay the basis for bring-
ing masses of Negroes into the Au-
gust 1st demonstration.

I want to speak on “another united
front on the South Side, and that
is the fight against jim-crowism,

-|of penetrating the mass organiza- | coniereq around a restaurant on

tions, the churches, the fraternal |
n ) "
. | organizations and so farth, where 3,1:: ?&1:&“%; (.;:;o;veyc’n!x}s gggf

the masses of Negroes are, and the | ies of
| ported by the Party. A series ac=
establishment of fractions, ““kmons have been carried through.
and flle movements in these organi- | Twenty-four comrades were ar-
gations as the only guarantee f“;rutcd in the course of the these
| successful united front efforts. | actions, We are building up a united
In connection with all of this We |¢.0nt around this issue and last
found seéctarian moods -and senti- Tynyursday we set up a Joint Com-
ments among “large sections of the | mittee Against Rac Discriminae
Party membership, expressed in & iion of ten ortmha?;ns. .
complete lack of faith in the masses | ' Herndon Campaign )
and their willingness to struggle. regard united
At the same time we noted a lack,min i S konlr.m%x;
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at a standstill, no functioning frac-
tion in mass organizations and trade
unions, which should have mobilized
the Party-to carry through a pro-
gram of action for the rights of
the Negro people and the toilers
there. Consequently, very loose ors

Herndon campaign we

of collective leadership, recnmmentgmt possibilities for building up

:t.hts campaign. The N.AA.CP. has
|been forced into the united front.
1A delegation of the IL.D. went to
the chairman of the N.A.A.CP. with
lpmpouh' that they join with the
'ILD. and jointly initiate a com-
| mittee for the defensec of Angelo

ganization from top to bottom, lack | , i

{of functioning unit bures, the poot g’e’“ﬂ.ﬁfi %i\ _2(? _;“ ’ ,f,ﬂﬁ’,mﬁnnﬁg

| attendance of meetings, poor dues big Herndon mass rheeﬁng on the

| payments, lack of Party education, | gouth Side, extended greetings and

and so forth. | pledged his support in the name of
Start Made in Relief Crisis |IN.ACCP.

In order to overcome this. situa- | There is very great sentiment
tion the resolution on the South |among the Negroes for the united
Bide first of all established a clear |{ront at the present time. The re-
perspective for our work there; for |formists are. being driven into this
turning the Party into the work of united front movement as a result
building up a 'mass ‘united front of the pressure of the masses, and

struggle around the immediate Xs-!
sues confronting the toilers in the
sections and breaking through the
holuqn. We started at first during
the relief crisis. In connection with
this we carried out a series of strug-
gles and a number of demonstra-
tions, and the activities of the Party
were increased in this period. Then
we started on the question of the
high cost of living.

On the question of Ethiopia,
Comrade Childs spoke about the
political significance of this ques-
tion, so I don't have to go intp that

there are possibilities for coordinat-
ing these vari / united front
movements in direction of a
Labor Party movement among :the
masses on the South Side and at
the same time lay a basis for the
National Negro Congress, to be held
sometime next year in Washington.

A couple of words on the short-
comings. At the present time the
main shortcoming is that we have
not sufficiently involved fhe mem-
bership of-the Party from below in
these movements. These united Iront
movements that we set up now are

here. Around this issue, suffice it|due to the efforts of a few leading
to say that the masses on the South | comrades. The units were not suffi-
Side are aroused as never before, |Clently involved. Very little inde-
Section 7, in cooperation with the Pendent actions are being carried

comrades of the League Against War
and Fascism and the Italian Buro,
initiated and is carrying through a
united front around this question.
Pirst of all, we started a series of
demonstrative actions in the dis-
trict here, the picketing of the con-
sulate, the chaining of two girls to
the post with slogans “Down with
Mussolini Fascism,” “Hands off
Ethiopia,” etc. <

On the next Saturday we carried
through flying demonstrations
through the Loop of 20 Negro and
white comrades, with a parade, and
we had an efigy of Mussolinl, We
distributed 10,000 leaflets during
the demonstration, shouting slo-
gans, etc. )

We attempted to set up a united
front, - first, with the ‘Negro World
Alllance. We approached this or-
ganization, which is a split-off of
the old Garvey movement, and the

|out by the units themselves.
| And also while we can register
{this progress, it is quite clear that -
|the situation 1s not definitely
changed below. We still have not
managed to set up well functioning
‘unit bures; we still have poor at=-

b

up of these united fronts
the South Side make it all the
more essential for us to overcome
| this - situation and strengthen our
| units. Because without invoiving the
Party there can be no successful
united fromt buflt up.' Without
changing this situation, the Party
will not be. able to develop ang
Ilgﬁ these struggles on the South
; ; .
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