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tone Stresses Winning Townsendites to United Froifit;
Communist Party Supports C. I. O. in Refusal to Disband
CONVENTION IS TOLD 
OF EPIC REALIGNMENT, 
FARMER-LABOR STEPS

Labor Party 
In Ohio Born 
Of Struggle

Williamson Tells of 
Union Straggles in 
< Key Industries

California Leader Cites Growth In Influence of 
Maritime Federation and Straggles 

Against Shipowners, Hearst

Jack Johnstone, member of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party aid well known in the trade union 
movement, spoke in detail at the Ninth Convention of the 
Communist Party on the problems facing the workers of 
the Pacific Coast. He spent major attention on the Epics,
Townsend movement end the me- » ^ v

.xifce unions. 1
* His speech, in pvt.i follows:

Within the Townsend Oluhe our 
party in California has pot been 
able to penetrate reryj far. This Ik 
a very difficult movement to pene­
trate. The bureaucratic control of 
these clube by Or. Townsend;’ the 
set Ideas and elderly character and

cter of 
Ities. that 
of much 

in penetrat- 
t yet learned 
lube. How to 

front, the 
1th the old- 

which

the formal ritual 
meeting* add to the 
our party, 
younger people, ha 
ing. and they have 
how to fit into these 
connect the united 
Parmer-Labor Party 
age pension plan 
clube are formed.

There Is very great danger that 
this popular movement will be 
swallowed by the Hearst-Llberty 
League forces, in the coalition with 
the Coughlin-Huey Long, groups 
covered with the progressive veneer 
that Lemke will give to this third 
party movement. The Hearst-Lib- 
erty League forces are capitalizing 
the bitterness that the Townsend 
movement feels towards the Roose­
velt administration because Of the 
persecution of the movement by the 
Congressional Investigation commit­
tee. Already ‘they are raising the 
slogan: “Anyone But Roosevelt.’’ 
“Better Landotf Than Roosevelt.”

Hears! May Swallow Townsend
Ami there Is a possibility that the 

Townsend National Conference will 
endorse Lemlce as the candidate of 
this Union Party; which means that 
every Townaend Club will become In 
reality a local branch of this third 
party. There will be an attempt to 
make It a red-baiting antl-Parmer- 
Labor Party, to capture a large sec­
tion of this confused radical move­
ment and bring it under the lead­
ership of fascist demagogues like 
Oougniin.

Thus, it evolves upon our party in 
California, where the main strength 
ol the Townsend movement lies, to 
give special attention to winning 
these clubs for the united front, of 
drawing them into the very Impor­
tant state-wide United Front Elec­
tion Conference which is called for 
August |B and 39, irrespective Of 
whether they have endorsed the 
third party candidate for president 
or not, to draw them In on the 
basis of a united platform and date 
in the Congressional and 8tat* As­
sembly elections, and eventually 
Into the Parmer-Labor movement.

In regards to the Epics, here our 
Party has done good work. And 
works very closely with this move­
ment. The Epics have lost a great 
deal of their strength since Sinclair 
polled nearly a million votes eight 
months ago. However, they are 
much stronger than the 100,000 odd 
votes oast In the Presidential elec­
tion primaries for their Epic slate 
of candidates for delegates to the 
Democratic Convention. ~

A realignment and reorganisation 
of the Epics is taking place On a 
more definite Parmer-Labor pro­
gram, and they are easting out of 
their movement those opportunistic 
element that donned the Epic cloak 
in order to get votes, such as Sen­
ator Olsen, Stlt Wilson and com­
pany. And they are developing a 
new leadership and broadening their 
program in line with the develop­
ment of the Parmer-Labor Party.

They have become disillusioned of 
getting results from the Democratic 
Party, and although they still work 
within that party aa an organised 
group, they have less illusions re­
garding Roosevelt than many of the 
progressive unions, even Including 
the Marine Unions.

Due to tiie very good work of our 
Party and the progressive forces 
within the Epics, the demoraliza­
tion that set in. following their de­
feat in the presidential primaries, 
and the sabotage of their leaders of 
the May 15 conference.*have been 
largely overcome and a new crop 
of leaders In the making.

The BBte Conference 
At UUs conference there 

about 900 delegates, a fairly 
tentative gathering of Epic, liberal 
groups, with credentials from 109 
UBtons. but only about seventy or 
eighty of these trade unton delegates 
came to the conference, and the at­
tempt of the leaders to make It mere­
ly a talklest and adjourn without 
doing anything was completely de­
feated.

there was Oram sentiment at 
this united from conference to 
launch a Parmer-Labor Party by 
the conference but this would have 
bean premature and would have 
•Pdt much of lha movement away. 
ITtf basts for a Parmer-Labor Party 
was not yet there.

This May 1OU1 oonferanee. how­
ever. want a step further to the 
dUaetton of a Parmer-Labor Party 
than did the previous “ 
dad adopted a , resolutionand adopted a resolution among Was their influence the 
which were the potato favoring t the Partner-Labor Party
Parmer-Ubor Party

of our Party election campaign will 
be to make this conference as broad 
mid as representative es possible, 
especially the drawing in of the 
trade unions, the farm organisa­
tions, and the extremely Important 
task of drawing the Townsend Clubs 
ss well as the Epic movement to­
gether with our Party and the So­
cialist Party officially represented, 
the success of this Important con­
ference will only be measured in 
the success that we have in. twing­
ing out of it a united front in the 
present elections in as many Con­
gressional and Assembly Districts as 
possible, and a more concrete step 
in the direction of organizing a 
Parmer-Labor Party to the State of 
California.

Ow Marine Situation
Here X want to say a few words 

on the latest struggle with the ship 
owners around tatues in support of 
the Bast Coast seamen's strike, 
namely, the refusal to handle the 
hot cargo brought to the West Coast 
by the Steamship Santo Rosa.

This resulted in the second at­
tempt of the ship owners within a 
few months to take away the long­
shore union hiring hail, and to go 
back to the out-throat hiring di­
rectly from the dock. This time 
they even went-further, and de­
manded the removal of Harry 
Bridges, the president of the union, 
and the abolition of the union sys­
tem of gang stewards. v

There is no doubt that the ship 
owners were In cahoots with Ryan 
and the Scharrenburg-Orange re­
actionary leaders of (he IflU, for 
almost simultaneously with the at­
tack of the ship owners against the 
local ILA. Bill Green sent a tele­
gram to mil Central Labor Councils 
on the Pacific Coast not to give any 
support to this, what they fondly 
hoped, would be a local struggle.

The Hearst and so-called “liberal” 
Capitalist press laid’down a most 
vicious red-baiting barrage, while a 
fascist sheet called the American 
Cltisen, subsidized by the ship own­
ers, got out a number of editions 
In 100,000 lots for free distribution 
In Prlseo, actually calling for the or­
ganizing of fascist armed forces, to 
“save the port of San Francisco 
from tile Communists,” V*

The local ILA, and the Maritime 
Federation of the Pacific, especially 
the Maritime District of Frisco, had 
not been asleep. Somehow or an­
other they have always been able 
to know almost as well as the ship 
owners what their pie ns were, how 
and when they were going to attack. 
And they did hot keep it a secret.

Hearst Exposed
For many months the Maritime 

District Council of Frisco had been 
exposing the ship owners’ plan, and 
had been demanding a Congres­
sional investigation of the campaign 
of the ship owners in organiring 
fascist vigilante groups, which the 
red-belting hysterical propaganda 
was the cover, under which these 
self-styled patriotic pillars of the 
law and order hoped to smash the 
union by fascist violence. That this 
appeal to the trade unions had Its 
effect aae very quickly made known 
to the ship owners. „

In less than one week, after the 
ship owners had abrogated the 
agreement and refused to hire any 
longer through the union hiring hall, 
It seemed as if every union, Central 
Labor body in California, Oregon 
and Washington had gone on record 
to •fully support the struggle of the 
Prlseo ILA against the Ship owners. 
1 have never seen such a quick, wide 
sweeping united front in coming to 
the support in any union struggle, 
at least within the limits of my ex­
perience. ^

This remarkable display of unity 
does not merely reflect the grow­
ing In influence of the •Maritime 
federation, but how deeply the idea 
of the united front is penetrating 
the ranks of the workers and liberal 
progressive groups- How quickly 
they are learning that the patriotic 
▼aporiogs of the Hearst-shlp own­
ers Chamber of Commerce hides 
the ugly face of fascist reaction! 
However, we cannot merely depend 
on this unity cementing itself only 
es struggles appear. It must be or­
ganised and ready for action at all 
timet

Activity of the Oommunlsts ln the 
present metal strike In Kent, Ohio, 
and the recent rubber strike1 In 
Akron has laid the foundation for a 
Congressional Labor Party, John 
Williamson, organiser of the Ohio 
District of the Communist Party, 
told the Ninth Convention of the 
Party during the Thursday session.

Williamson’s speech, which re­
ceived a tremendous ovation from 
the 751 delegates on the main floor 
of the Manhattan Opera House and 
hundreds of visitors in the gallery 
keenly analysed the Ohio sit-down 
stakes as a “new form of strike 
struggle which will tend- to appear 
everywhere."-

Parte of Williamson’s speech, 
which the convention voted to print 
in full in pamphlet form, follow:

In recent months, we have ex­
perienced and helped organize a 
new upward militant swing in the 
labor movement of Ohio. This found 
its first expression in Barberton in­
sulator strike, but was best drama­
tized by the Akron Goodyear strike

In Akron, there has been launched 
under the initiative Of the Central 
Labor Union and with the partici­
pation of all the rubber locals and 
fully one third of the craft locals, 
a real Congressional Labor Party, 
which la all inclusive in character, 
And has adopted' a platform and 
leading candidates, which give 
promise of sending to Congress this 
fall, the lint Ohio Parmer-Labor 
Party Congressman.

Convention Held
Following the establishment of 

the Congressional Party, county 
conventions are being held or are 
already held in Kent and Akron

It is true that the reactionary 
to marine have to be con- 

wRh. But their influence 
tat marine workers on the 

West Ooasl to at a vary low abb. 
Alone they could not have defeated 
the Parmer-Labor Party raaotution. 
Our weakness hare, to my opinion, 
has been aa underestimation of the 
influence of the syndtesust, that to, 
of the Aoti-petitioal group within 
tat progressive movement, or rather 
a laek ol a correct appreciation of 
the influence of this group end the 
jack of a program to combat it It 

r Influence that

One ol
at the Maritime Convention by (he

the moat important tataa t aacsow margin el M to 71 votes.

Without the strike experience of 
Goodyear and Bar’ierton, it would 
never have been possible to launch 
a local Labor Party. Only the prae- 
tical experiences with the sheriff, 
the judiciary, which acted to the 
Interests of the rubber barons made 
that possible. However, our Party 
throughout the entire strike, to the 
picket line, to radio speeches, 
through its trade union leaders m 
the Central Labor Union, etc., laid 
the foundation for this, and won 
over many previously hostile ele­
ments.

It is Important to note the atti­
tude of the Socialist Party with ref­
erence to these Farmer-Labor Party 
developments. Comrade Browder 
has explained the confused and sec- 
tarian attitude nationally. Row does 
it express itself to disuniting the 
working clan In Ohio—a so-called 
militant State? At first in Akron, 
when the question of a local Parmer- 
Labor Party was raised, the Social­
ist Party stated tt was utopian to 
think the Central Labor Union 
would Initiate such a movement and 
since they Insisted any Parmer-La­
bor Party must have a solid base, 
they would'not go along unless the 
Central Labor Union wu involved.

With such a negative attitude, 
they did nothing to develop the 
movement. Once Initiated by the 
Central Labor Union, they sent dele­
gates. When we pressed for joint 
work, they warned about Insufficient 
trade union base, and the danger 
of a replica of the Minnesota 
Farmer-Labor Party. In the con­
vention itself, where eight Centre! 
Labor Unions, representing over 190 
local unions participated, they 
adopted a sectarian leftist position. 
After it 1s over, they are spreading 
rumors that It was only a Commu­
nist Party affair, and anyway, It 
hasn’t got enough farmers’ support 
to be a serious factor. Now the 
Socialist Party of Akron, after the 
initiative of a handful of poisonous 
Trotskyltes, send a letter to the Ak­
ron Parmer-Labor Party withdraw­
ing from it.

The Socialist Party, with Its hand­
ful of members to Akrop. completely 
isolated from the big rubber unions 
and from the Central Labor Union, 
undertakes to judge apd find guilty 
the Akron Farmer-Labor Party for 
not having sufficient trade union 
representation.

Inside the Factory 
, Our greatest experience recently 
has been to rubber and auto. I 
will only mention a few points with 
reference to. the Akron strike. \ At 
the time of the ending of the strike, 
I quoted a strike leader as “Don’t 
worry boys, we have just transferred 
the picket line from outside the 
factory to inside the factory." This 
they have actually done. Since then, 
it has been a constant Warfare, de­
veloping on an ever higher polit­
ical level. <-

It think we must recognize the sit- 
down strikers of Akron at a new 
form of strike struggle, which will 
tend to appear everywhere. After 
long periods of unemployment, the 
workers Instinctively want to hdld 
their jobs. They don’t want to 
give them up to anyone else. Hew- 
ever, experience to Akron shows that 
these sit-down strikes at this stage 
of political development of the 
American wortnrt to most effective 
to enforce correction of an imme­
diate grievance. It to not yet de­
veloped to enforce correction of an 
immediate grievance. It to net yet 
devetoped to the point of the work- 
era staying to the factory for days 
or weeka and sitttiW rapport from 
the outside. In the Goodyear strike, 
it started aa a sit-down, but when 
the toed supply was shut off. the 
men then walked out and closed the 

1 think we must expect a 
repetition of sit-down 

strikes, but must also draw the les- 
son* toon Akron.

PAY TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY

MAXIM GORKY

o Negro Leader

Harry Haywdod Stresses Education of Party 
Forces in Position on Negro Question 

in Convention Report

An ovation swept the convention as Harry Haywood, 
Negro leader in Chicago, after emphasizing that the “denial 
of land and the denial of freedom is at the root of inequal­
ity,’’pledged the South Side delegation to the carrying for­
ward of the Party banner in the Illinois metropolis. ,

"It is because we carry ’bur stand *>■
for equality to tor logical conclu­
sion that w* cah lead the Negro 
masses,” he; declared. “It Is hot 
chance that w# are the ones who 
bffiit the tint organisation of the 
sharecroppers. It Is not chance 
that we are the ones who spread the 
infamy of Scotteboro to every 
corner of the world. It is not 
chance that from our ranks came 
Angelo Herndon.” «

The education of party forces to 
s real understanding of the party 
position on the Negro was urged by | equality in the 
Haywood, who said that “it Is we i determination."

who have to demonstrate in theory 
and practice how the struggle for 
self-determination is at the very 
heiH of the struggle for unity of 
Negro and white.”

Self-determination must be ex­
plained, he stated, to white workers 
“always on the basis of unity, on 
the basis of their common Interests 
with the Negro people. We must 
convince them that the possibility 
of their own freedom depends on 
unity, and that unity demands 

deepest sense—self-

Convention
Highlights

By Blaine Owen
One of the high spots of the day’s 

session was the tremendous ovation 
for James Ford. Standing in a 
corner, I was almost Casualty 
Number One of the Ninth Conven­
tion, when some New York dele­
gates spied a stack of flags behind 
me, and made A rush for them. ' 

In a minute there were flags 
everywhere, waving In the tumult, 
and the last Vlce-Presldentlal can­
didate of the Communist Party 
toured the convention hall on the 
shoulders of willing comrades.

Have you seen demonstrations of 
canned enthusiasm, where the pre­
pared actors went about the grim 
business of simulating tremendous 
Joy with wt faces and staid de­
termination? It doesn't take sixty 
seconds out of the ten minutes when 
delegates and guests alike pounded 
palm on palm, chair on floor, 
knuckle on table tbp, threw spur- 
of-the-moment confetti made from 
tom strips of the New York Times, 
and shouted, “Ford. Ford! Ford- 
Red Front—Red Front-—Red Front 
—Red Front—Red Front-—

As we started to say, It takes much 
less than a minute to look about 
at the real joy and admiration not 
only exhibited in the shouts which 
rebound from the rafters and fill 
the hall, but which.beams from the 
faces-of hundreds of delegates as 
they stand on chairs or march 
about to the spontaneous snake- 
dance which continues without 
benefit of brass bands, back room

preparation conferences or good or 
bad rye whiskey.

Seaman Charles Robbins had an 
excellent speech prepared, but he 
hadn't gone very far before it 
slipped his mind as he told about 
the experiences on the New York 
waterfront. When the chair warned 
him on time, he hit the desk and 
weighed anchor on what he had 
prepared. The tang of salt water 
struggle was to every barnacled 
word! . ■

The Young Communist “Guard of 
Honor,’* who hold the red flags at 
each side of the platform, waved 
them lustily amidst the applause 
which interrupted Israel Amter, New 
York State Communist organizer, 
when he spoke of the stirring dem­
onstration against Hitlerism, at 
which the Nazi emblem was hauled 
from the mast of the Bremen,

The “white-haired girl" of the 
convention is Mother Bloor. We 
have yet to catch her a minute late 
for a session, and her energy and 
activity ean be taken as an ex­
ample even by those active, youth­
ful and tireless comrades of the 
Young Communists.

When William Weis tone, Michi­
gan C. P. organizer, spoke on the 
Black Legion you could have heard 
a pin drop in the hall, if anyone 
had been so careless as to drop a 
pin.

Klan Arsonists 
Are Examined

togtohv Pa. He said that oa his re­
turn from Europe to the summer 
of 1934 he found that his tarn at

7

(D»ll; Worker Hleblfta Berea*)
DETROIT. Mich., June 36.—Ex­

amination will resume to the Pontiac 
Municipal Court Monday of the four 
member* of the Black Legion said 
to have signed confessions that they 
aided to the burning of (life farm 
home of William Mollenhauer. labor 
sympathizer, to Oakland Count; 
August 10. 1914.

Examinations of James Van Ctoe,1 
931 Putnam Avenue; Richard B.1 
KUngler. 3101 Lawndale Avenue; 
Parris Willey. MM Harper Avenue, 
and Albert 8w»n»on, 3038 Twenty- 
third Street. Black Legionnaires, all 
of Detroit, on the anon etaurge were 
started Wednesday to Pontiac before 
Municipal Judge Milton P. Cooney.

Mollenhauer appeared as the com­
plaining witness, coming from Hunt-.

Gorky Death 
Commemorated 
By Convention
Olgin Gives Tribute 

to Soviet Writer 
in Address

Delegates to the Ninth Conven­
tion of the Communist Party yes­
terday morning expressed profound 
grief over the death of Maxim 
Gorky, dean of proletarian writers 
who died last week to the Soviet 
Union. - /

Following an address of tribute 
to the great writer by M. J. Olgin, 
editor of the Morning Freihelt, the 
convention unanimously passed a 
resolution commemorating the life 
work of Gorky.

The text of the resolution fol­
lows;

“The Ninth Convention of the 
Communist Party U. S. A. expresses 
Its profound grief over the death of 
Comrade Maxim Gorky—the great 
writer, the great revolutionist, who. 
In the words of Lenin, “tied him­
self firmly With the labor move­
ment of Russia and the whole 
world.”

“Maxim Gorky belongs not only 
to the masses of the Soviet Union 
but to all the tollers of the world. 
Gorky used his mighty talent to 
attack the exploitation, the greed, 
the darkness, the crushing of the 
human soul that is the essence of 
capitalism. Prom the early years 
of his work he had fhe vision of 
a beautiful humanity on a high 
level of real culture which can exist 
only under Socialism. Gorky’s nov­
els, stories, plays, songs, articles and 
pamphlets served to awaken mil­
lions of workers and other tollers, 
to make them feel the power of 
unity against the class enemy, to 
move them closer to the front of 
the class struggle.

“Gorky, one of the greatest lit­
erary geniuses of this century, early 
found his way to the Bolshevik 
Party of Lenin. He fought with the 
Russian masses to the Revolution 
of 1905. He kept his faith in the 
ultimate victory of the Revolution 
even after it was defeated to 1906. 
He early identified himself with the 
October Revolution of 1917 and 
with the work pf building Socialism 
to the U.8S.R. He fought under 
the tanner of the Communist Inter-

Gorky is loved by millions to our 
country. Gorky died but his work 
remains—to inspire, to teach, to lead 
the masses of our country to their 
struggle against the monster of cap­
italism. Gorky’s struggle for a new 
socialist culture, for the new man 
as against the sham culture of cap­
italism which is based on barbarism, 
serves as an example for the pro­
letarian writers of America who will 
continue, collectively, under the 
leadership of the Communist Party, 
the work of the great creative 
genius and fighter.

Civil War 
Seen in China

HONG KONG, June 26. — Civil 
War on a gigantic scale, far ex­
ceeding anything China has seen 
since the establishment of the Re­
public |n 1911, is predicted by 
Southern military leaders here, as 
Chlang Kai-shek, to harmony with 
Japanese military moves today or­
dered a more rapid pace to the 
southward advance of his 700,000 
troops.

Sporadic fighting has already 
been reported In Hunan along the 
border of Kwangsl province, though 
denials have been made by Nan­
king.

It is freely stated here that fight­
ing cannot be delayed beyond July 1.

Ranking . Southwestern military 
commahders predicted today that 
the anti-Japanese movement, orig­
inating to Kwangsl and Kwar$tunx 
province, will sweep (^toC despite
Chiang Kai-shek’s threat of Civil 
War.

“The flame kindled in Canton, 
the cradle of all China’s revolu­
tionary movements, will spread like 
wildfire throughout the country,” 
they said. \

Chan Ying-mlng, chief of staff of 
the Kwangsl forces, said:

“We have assurances that the 
northern armies will give us sup­
port. I am confident of an eventual 
united Chinese stand against 
Japan."

Southern leaden said they ex­
pected fighting by July 1 because at 
that time Chlang Kai-shek will 
have completed his present military 
mobilization for an attack on the 
Kwangsi-Kwangtung forces.

B. K. 6EBERT PLEDGES 
PARTY AID IN FIGHT

FOR UNINED A. F. OF L
Triple Alliance of Railroad, Steel and Mina 

Unions Urged for a Successful Drive 
to Organize in Steel Industry

The Communist Party will support the Committee for 
Industrial Organization in its refusal to disband, B. K* 
Gebert, member of the Central Committee, from Pennsyl­
vania, told delegatee to the Ninth Convention of the Coin* 
munist Party. Gebert pledged the support of the Commu-

■vnlsts to fight against the weaknesses 
' in the Committee for Industrial Or*

Soviet Union 
Gted as Force 

For Negroes
By Joseph North s

(Continued from Page if

practice what they preach—too 
many of America’s great Negro 
population are still unaware of the 
Communist stand. Though there 
has “been Scotteboro and the Angelo 
Herndon case, much must still be 
done to convince the Negro people 
of the difference between Commu­
nists and all other parties.

The delegatee cheered wildly when 
Ford declared “Let me «ay this for 
the benefit of the fascists: we are 
not an inferior people. You keep us 
In an Inferior position it Is true. 
But from now on we declare that 
we are preparing our forces, by de­
fending our immediate interests, to 
take the offensive against greater 
oppression. We shall defend our 
national Integrity, we shall fight to 
preserve human rights and liberties. 
These arc the things we have al- 
ways stood for. The mighty tradi-
tions of Toussaint L’Ouventure. Des 
Balin’*, Nat Turner and Frederick 
Douglas shall not perlah."

Ford credited the Influence of the 
Soviet Union and that of the revo­
lution in China as considerable fac­
tors In the growth of the force* of

national and world revolution to ,truMie among the Negro people, 
the very last days of his life. for the oooressed Ne-The future, for the oppressed 

gro people, can be seen by examples 
of the position of national min­
orities in Soviet Russia. It Is shown 
in the Soviet Constitution. This 
great document alone shows how 
nations are awakening to a new 
life; how a new spirit to mankind 
is being bom to the world."

He said that the constitution 
breathes flourishing life for for­
merly oppressed nationalities. It 
Is no wonder," Ford declared, that 
a man like Paul Robeson tells the 
world of the fine possibilities for 
men of culture and for the cultural 
advancement of minorities to Rus­
sia.”

Rose Center had been destroyed by 
fire. The tarn contained valuable 
furniture and a library of rare and 
expensive books, which were stored 
there for the summer. Traces of 
oil-soaked rags wera left about the 
place and a further examination 
showed that an attempt had [been 
made to fire the house. ]

Ten day* altar the first fire, the 
Black Legion arsonists returned and 
destroyed the house. The deputies 
made a casual investigation but ap-, 
parentiy made no attempt to mak ’ 
arrest* They spread rumors about 
the neighborhood that Mollenhauer 
was a dangerous man, and that b« 
set the fire himself.

In the ehargas placed before the 
court, Mollenhauer eaid that when 
the deputise made the find investi­
gation they stifle articles from the 
house and broke aevoral pieces of 
valuable furniture.

Unite Seamen, 
s HudsonSay*

from Pape if

the removal of all but three old 
member* from the International ex­
ecutive board, the decision on a drive 
to organize the industry and the 
rejection of Bill Green’s ultimatum 
to the Committee for Industrial Or­
ganization unions aa the chief re­
sults of the convention.

Brooks brought greetings from the 
“young party” to Texas and ptadgad 
(hat Ita growth from 1933 to 1919

Ford’s address will be printed la 
full in tomorrow’s issue., It is not 
necessary to discuss dhe rich con­
tent of his speech here. But along 
with Ford’s masterly analysis, the 
reports of other Negro delegates 
here must be described. There is a 
large number here, of these 
Twentieth Century Frederick Doug­
lases. You see the great strength 
of the Negro people: their staunch 
courage. Consider the report, to 
choose but one instance, of the 
delegate* from the turpentine work­
ers of northwest Florida. / ’

He spoke of conditions which are 
unbelievable to the peat majority 
of all whites above the Mason and 
Dixon line. He went from work 
among coal miners In Birmingham, 
Ala., to Jackson County, Pla,—his 
native home—after he heard of the 
lynching of Claude Neal Away from 
home 24 years, he had set up a unit 
of the Party five weeks after the 
lynching.

“When I got to Florida," he re­
ported. “I found no mass organiza­
tions at all among the workers in 
Jackson County* Work there It pea­
nut mills, turpentine and other 
plantation work. There is no mass 
organization there; only the Com­
munist Party and the I.LJ>. which 
I set up there myself. We now have 
seventy Party members. And I also 
got 100 International Labor Defense 
members/’

He described the conditions under 
which the work was accomplished. 
Only those who have lived to semi- 
colonial Dixie can readily under­
stand.

“Later on when my work began to 
spread, there came two carloads of 
thugs for me one night and my wife 
held them at bay. I wasn't thbre. 
The next night they came again, 
and I knew they would come and I 
crlled to them and advised them 
not to come back again.

‘lit got so hot that now X am 
moved Into the backwoods I never 
meet anybody by day or night. I 
crow the highway in night time 
and to that way I tarry on my 
work,” '

And ad these heroes, quietly, with­
out any great to-do. “carry on" 
their work. What he said was typ­
ical ef the other Negro delegates 
who. spoke—from the mlnee. the 
Keel mins to Pittsburgh.

And working with them aide by 
tale—are .the white Onmumiltr 
Also fearless, daring always to go 
where work ta necessary for the Ub- 
ersuon of the Negro people—of the 
American people as a whole 

If neoeaeary. they ‘ mesa highwaysimilffiB iMpIlfllHl IHta n
one of the largest districts of the! to night time," pace under fire, to! examifle 01 tho realisation of cue 
Party. carry on” their work. istruggl*

ganizatkm and to mobilize the wort* 
ers to maintain unity to the A. P. 
of L. by actively opposing the split* 
ting policies of the A. P, of L. EX* 
ecutive Council.

Gebert, who spoke Thursday on 
the labor situation to the Keystone 
State, said to part:

“In Western Pennsylvania the 
miners have succeeded to organiz* 
tog a powerful union, with the ex* 
ception of Payette County where, to 
the captive mines, only about SO per 
cent of the miners belong to the 
UM.W.A. and the others are to a 
company union, known as the “Min­
er's Brotherhood.” The 150,000 or­
ganised miners represent a power­
ful labor force. John L. Lewis, 
President of the UJCWJL. adopted 
a progressive policy to the labor 
movement by advocating Industrial 
unionism, an organization of the 
Committee for Industrial Organiza­
tion has strengthened his Influence 
among the miners. And because of 
his blanket support of Roosevelt, It 
has retarded the progress for tods- 
pendent political action 00 the part 
of labor, for a Parmer-Labor Party. 
Yet. despite this, the movement for 
a Parmer-Labor Party to Alleghany 
Valley Is gaining.

“The labor movement throughout 
the country must stop the attempts 
of the reactionary group to the Ex­
ecutive Council of the A. P. of L. 
to split the labor movement. Or­
ganized labor must prevent the exe­
cution of the threat issued by the 
Executive Council to suspend the 
unions that constitute the Commit­
tee for Industrial Organization, it. 
must ta pointed out that successful 
organization of the steel Industry 
will bring about benefits to (he 
whole labor movement: the low 
wages and open-shop conditions to 
the stee} Industry affect not only 
the workers to the steel Industry 
but of the entire labor movement.

“The Communist Party supports 
the C.I.O. to its refusal to disband. 
The OJ.O. has enthusiastic .mmg 
support to a number of State Fed­
erations of Labor, Central Labor 
Unions and thousands of local 
unions throughout the country and 
among tile masses of unorganised 
workers. The weakness of ths O J.O. 
Is that it is not fully utilising its 
position to bring forward the fight 
for industrial unionism, to organize 
the unorganized and does not lay 
sufficient emphasis on the fight for 
unity of the A. P. of L—as against 
the splitting policy of the reaction­
ary leaders of the craft unions and 
A. P. of L. Council to the entire 
labor movement. Slowness in tho 
development of the organizational 
drive plays Into the hands of the re­
actionaries. The weak point of the 
organizations affiliated to the C.I.O. 
is the fajlure to develop full brads 
union democracy within the unions 
affiliated to the OJ.O:

“The Communist Party will do all 
within its power to fight to main- 
tain the unity of the American 
Federation of Labor by mobilizing 
all workers to defeat the splitting 
policies of the Executive Council, 
convinced that a split to. the A- F. 
of L. will only be beneficial to the 
capitalists and open shoppers of the 
country. The Communist Party will 
support and do everything to Its 
power to promote and fight for trade 
union democracy to all the unions 
aa the real guarantee of the effec­
tiveness of the trade Utokms.

“We Wish to repeat that a triple 
alliance of miners, steel and rail­
road workers must be eetabliahed. 
The lack of representation from the 
railroad unions on the organizing 
committee represents a weakness 
which must bo overcome for § suc­
cessful drive and coming strike 
struggles, as we are convinced that 
the steel trust will not yield without 
struggle.

“The Communist Party in •up- 
porting the organization drive in the 
steel Industry and spreading it to 
other industries, particularly meter. 
'Wtll also Independently carry out 
its own activities. ’It will point out 
to the steel workers; railroad work­
ers. miners and to the worker* of 
the country the need of the Com­
munist Party which can five guar­
antee for the success ef the drive, 
oroteet the interests of the work­
ing class, since Communists have 
not other totereeta apart f«*n the' 
workers, And Communists will far­
ther point out that from the eco­
nomic struggle the workers must 
learn the lewn for the need of 
political action, the need tar a 
Farmer-Ubor Party that will di­
vorce the working elaae from the 
political eomnany unionism, Re- 
pubiiowl and Demoeratk Parties end 
tact the final emaneioation of tRe 
working class ta posefifle only after 
the abolition of the caottatial sys­
tem and the establishment of a 
Workers and Parmer* Government, 
the glorious bulldtot of BeglgHiN 

v to the Soviet Union ts tn


