
The Communist and Socialist Platforms Compared
By SYLVAN A. POLLACK

.TT is interesting to compare the
mayoralty platforms of the social-

ist and Workers (Communist) Party
in this campaign.

In the socialist party platform we
find the slogan, “Win New York for
the people.” In contrast with the
Communist slogan of "A workers’ and
farmers' government.”

For a Labor Party.
T In the socialist platfown no mention

is made of the labor party. To the
socialist party that is a dead issue
while on the other hand in the Work-
ers (Communist) Party platform we
find a readiness to withdraw their
candidates at any time during the
campaign in favor of a united labor
ticket, as the platform says plainly:

“The Workers (Communist) Party
has, for the past three years been the
foreimost fighter for the formation of
a ldbor party. At the earliest oppor-
tunity this year, it proposed to the
workers of New York the formation
of a united labor ticket for the pres-
ent campaign as a first step for the
complete unity of labor’s political
forces in a labor party. It proposed
to the socialist party at its confer-
ences in June, the calling of a con-
vention of* all labor organizations for
this purpose. But the socialist'party
in its servility to the labor bureau-
crats and in its complete heedlessness
of the elementary needs of the work-
ers, gave no answer to this proposal.
Therefore the socialist party must
bear jointly vfith the labor bureau-
crats the responsibility for dividing
the forces of labor and preventing the
realization of a united labor ticket
against capitalism.

“rnHE Workers Party has therefore
been compelled to put forward its

own candidates. But it realizes the
crying need for working class politic-
al unity, and continues to call upon
the socialist party and all other labor
groups to Joint together for a united
laljpr campaign against the,capitalist
class for the immediate needs of the
divided and exploited workers. THE
WORKERS PARTY STANDS READY
TO WITHDRAW ITS CANDIDATES
IN FAVOR OF ONE UNITED LABOR
TICKET AT ANY TIME DURING
THIS CAMPAIGN. Workers of Nev
York, raise this demand for a united
labor ticket leading towards a labor
party in all of your organizations and
compel the labor bureaucrats and
treacherous socialist leaders to ceasg
dividing the workers. Out of this cam-
paign must emerge concrete steps to-
wards the formation of a labor party.”

Child Labor
On the question of child labor we

read in the socialist platform: “We
pledge ourselves to maintain the New
York standards and work for the
adoption of the federal amendment.”

So we see that the socialist party
has sunk so low and has become so
meek and submissive that It is SATIS-
FIED with the child labor laws of
Nqw York. Everything is so perfect
th|u there can be no improvement, is
itsj line Os reasoning! Very fitting
indeed, for ah organization that claims
to -represent the working class that
it accepts the laws of capitalism
without one bit of criticism or sug-
gestions for improvement.
rnHE Communist platform demands

the abolition of all child labor
under the age of sixteen, and a sys-
tem of compensation for those famil-
ies upon whom such a law would
work a hardship.

Municipal Employers
On municipal employers the social-

ist party writes vaguely on no politic-
al interference and speaks of ade-
quate pay and the recognition of abil-
ity, while the Communist platform
comes out openly with a proposal for
the right to strike for municipal em-
ployers, the prevailing union rate of
wages and the 44-hours week, all of
which are ignored in the socialist
party platform.

Housing
On the question of housing the so-

cialist party provides for the building
of new apartments “these should be
of a sort for which the rent should
not exceed the rent of nine or ten

dollars per month. Higher rents are
beyond the reach of 69 per cent of
our population with family incomes
below 12,600.00.” (From the socialist
party platform.)

Even Gov. Smith's housing commis-
sion is more “revolutionary” than the
socialist party for it says, “The aver-,
age family in old law-houses, (these
are the bulk of the working class)
cannot afford more than seven dollars
per room.” This governor’s commis-
sion also suggests that by tax exemp-
tion on buildings it will be possible
for landlords to build new houses get
6 per cent interest on their money,
rent rooms at $7.50 and still make a
legitimate profit.

THE Workers (Communist) Party
proposes the construction of

dwellings for the workers by the city
to be rented to them without profit
and what is much more important for
the immediate terrible housing situa-
tion, “the fixation by the state of a.
low rent scale based upon the earn-
ing’s-of workers’ families and their
ability to pay.” (From the Workers
Party platform.) This of course, is a
revolutionary demand, whereas the so-
cialist party does not even propose
i reformist demand as moderate as
that of the commission on housing,
appointed by the democratic governor.

Health.
On the question of health, we see

that the socialist party does not view
that question from a working class
point of view, their entire health pro-
gram could be adopted by any cap-
italist legislature with a guarantee
.that no representative of the bosses
would ever have any remorse as to
have violated the interest of the class
he represents. Various “practical”
measures for the consolidation of
hospitals, for a change in the number
of bureaus of the health department;
for a deputy commissioner to serve
as general business manager under
the commissioner; for the re rf2vLV >*

the polices oomerissiener- tofFl. *oie
board of for The re’llevTfijt W
the board of health from detail, and
finally, “more clinics should be esta-
blished where needed to deal with
the cancer and heart diseases.” (From
the socialist platform.)
rpHE socialist party is so far re-

moved from the workers that it

forgets that there are specific work-
ing class industrial diseases, and
when it finally mentions two ailments
they are, cancer, and heart disease,
that are common to all society, and
therefore naturally taken care of by
the bosses. They forget altogether
industrial accidents, industrial dis-
eases, the prohibition of dangerous
chemicals and industrial devices, fac-
tory inspection to eliminate such dis-
eases and special clinics in the work-
ing class quarters to treat them.
Loony gas poisoning, painter's colic
or lead poisoning, furrier’s consuption,
hatter’s' mercury poisoning, these
dread diseases of the working class un-
der capitalism are completely forgotten
by the socialist party, while in the
platform of the Workers (Communist)
Party,, we find planks covering all of
the above mentioned, which are con-
spicuously absent in the socialist plat-
form.

Unemployment.
On the question of unemployment,

there is no mention of it in the social-
ist platform, while the Workers (Com-
munist) Party demands the establish-
ment of a system of unemployment
insurance, maintenance of the unem-
ployed by the city at trade union rates
until work can be found for them.
Also the complete elimination of the
employment agency sharks thru the
establishment of a city monopoly in
job placements, with workers’ control
of the agencies thru participation in
the management. It also demands
two weeks’ pay for all workers dis-
missed from their jobs.

Schools.

ALSO on the question of schools the
socialist party is strangely quiet,

no mention being made of it.
The Workers (Communist) Party

calls for the abolition of religious and
military training in the public schools,
the unrestricted right of the teachers
to organize in labor unions, no teacher
to be expelled for holding beliefs in-
imical to the present system. Also

immediate increase of the teach-
ing staff, building of new schools and
full maintainance of all workers'
children up to the age of sixteen,
when poverty would otherwise com-
pel such children to leave school be-
fore that time.

The Overthrow of Capitalism.
Once more the socialist party is not

interested and has nothtng to say on
this question. The socialist party
deliberately deludes the workers Into
believing that their interests can be
realized under capitalism and neither
makes such demands as expresses the
crying necessities of the workers, nor
points out that only by the overthrow
of capitalism can they be realized.
It limits itself to petty reforms—so
petty that perhaps this time its pro-
gram IS realizable under capitalism.
It does not express the needs of the
workers. Os the socialist party and
its program nothing socialist is left
but the name.

AS the platform of the Workers
(Communist) Party says: ~

“In proposing the above demands
the Workers Party points out that
even such elementary demands of the
workers can only be realized and
maintained thru the establishment of
a workers’ governvent. We propose
them, not as a complete expression of
the aims of the working class, but as
an expression of their most element-
ary needs, knowing that the workers,
in struggling for these demands will
inevitably come to understand that
they cannot be realized and main-
tained under capitalism, but only thru
the overthrow of the capitalist system,
the establishment of a government
of workers and poor farmers, and
the adoption by this government of
such - measures as will lead toward
the introduction of a Communist sys-
tem of society. To this full program
the Workers (Communist) Party is
pledged.”

A Comparison.
After reading the above comparison

any working man or working women
can easily see that only the Commun-
ists with Ben Gitlow, as their stand-
bearer, stand as the representatives
of the working class in this campaign,
and as such, should support its can-
didates. More than that, they should
contribute to its campaign fund, and
join the Workers (Communist) P^rtg, ;

,

and help actively in the struggle for
a Soviet republic and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. As I. Stalin,
secretary of the Communist Party in
Russia, correctly said, there are no
Cobimunists outside of the Commun-
ist Party! Join the Communist Party
and fight for the rule of the working
class!

VNITY RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY THE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE Y. IV. L.

appear of the crystallization of an
intermediate group and a new frac-
tion. It was on the basis of the com-
plete liquidation of the remains ol
factionalism, the struggle against the
right dangers involved in the "posi-
tion of the group that continues tr
follow the line of Comrade Foster
after the cabled decision of the C. 1.,’
‘.‘the decisive struggle against the
formation of an intermediate group,”
and the consolidation of all Bolshevik
elements in the League, that unity
was finally accomplished in the'
League.

[Thru the initiative of the Executive
Committee of the Young Communist
International, the political committee
of the N. E. C. in conjunction with all
the members of the N, E. C. who
could be summoned considered the
situation in the League and finally
came to the conclusion recorded ir,
the unanimously accepted resolution
printed elsewhere in this issue. ?

This resolution, providing the pollt-
itical basis for unity, is a registration
of the fact that henceforth there are
no longer any “groups” in the Y. W.
L.; henceforth there will not be any
"groupings” on committees and in the
units of the organization. Henceforth
the League la a united whole.

With the factional struggle a thing
of the past, the League is now turn
ing its face, to real mass work. “Thr
N. E. C. declares,” the resolution
reads, “that the first task on the basis
of the accepted political line is to con-
centrate all efforts to accomplish real
mass work by the League. The work
in the mills, trade unions, sport or-
ganizations and others, reorganization

Forward to League Unity!
“In the League there are no longer

any differences on political ques-
tions! The League completely and
unquestionably accepts the decisions
of the E. C. C. I.! A decisive strug-
gle against the right danger—against
the right elements which openly or
covertly lead a fight against the line
of 'the Executive of the Comintern!)
The unity of the League! The con-
solidation and utilization of all Com-
munist forces! The unanimous sup-
port of the N. E. C.! Real mass
work! A mass League!” These are
the slogans upon which the remains
of factionalism generated almos'J
two years of struggle In the
League and Party and remaining
after the recent Party and League
conventions have finally been liqui-
dated and complete, organic, unity
established In the Young Workers
(Communist) League of America.

Altho the decisions of the Com-
intern, the fourth convention of the
W. P., and the third convention of
the Y. W. L. had removed the polit-
ical basis for the internal differences
in the organization, the remains of the
factional spirit naturally hung over
and did not disappear immediately in
the ranks of our League. It also be-
gan to grow apparent that the posi-
tion of Comrade Foster and those
who agree with him in his attitude on
the relation of the Comintern to the
American Party was becoming the
center of crystallization of a right
wing fraction and was tending to
strengthen and group around itself
The right wing elements of the Party.
On the other band, signs began to

of the League on the basis of shop
nuclei, economic and educational
work, work among the Negroes, work
in the opponent organizations, etc.—
these are the tasks which must be
made the center of our attention.”

A new page has been turned in the
history of the Communist youth
movement in this country. With unit-
ed forces, forward to the building of
a mass Leninist League of Youth in
America!

Our strength lies in unity under
the leadership of the Comintern ind
the Y. C. I.

f The Unity Resolution.
The National Executive Committee

of the Young Workers (Communist)
League, after considering and discuss-
ing the situation in the Young Work-
ers (Communist) League, came to the
follr>v-(pg conclusions:

1. In the League there are no
uu/ (uueienoee on political

questions. The League completely
and unquestionably accepts the de-
cisions of the Executive Committee of
the Communist International and the
Fourth Convention of the Worker*
(Communist) Party and greets the
beginning of the process of Bolshevl-
zation.

2. Considering that the right dan-
ger is great, the N.E.C. declares that
it will lead a decisive struggle against
all right elements, elements which
will openly or covertly lead a fight
against the line of the Executive of
the Comintern. The position of the
group which continues to follow the
line of Comrade Foster after the ca-
bled decision of the C. I. tends to
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Bishop Brown Speaks at Negro Labor Congress
EDITORIAL NOTE:—The following abridged speech of Bishop William

Montgomery Brown in no way expresses the views of this paper, nor the
position of Communists. We emphatically repudiate the notion that there
Is any religious significance whatsoever attached to the struggle of the
working class to free itself from capitalism. Nor can we possibly accept
the extremely unscientific notion that workers are saints and capitalists are
sinners. Social forces do not operate according to formulas based upon
abstract morality. It is absurd to attempt to apply morality to economics
or history. The speech of Bishop Brown is published in part because it is
his first public utterance after his conviction for heresy. At that time a
special article in The DAILY analyzed his vagaries. This speech
shows that he has not learned anything since.—H. M. W.

change. They adapt themselves to
conditions. Even their golden rules
are not the same. The Jewish golden
rule used to be “An eye for an eye and
a tooth for a tooth,” which was re-
placed by the Christian golden rule,
"Whatsoever ye would have man to do
unto you, do ye even so unto him.”
Presently we find them supporting the
cause which they were so bitterly at-
tacking before. The church has sup-
ported Negro slavery until Negro slav-
ery was overthrown—supposed to be
overthrown, I mean. At present the
churches are supporting capitalism
against the enlightened working class.
Friends, I can fully understand why,
with some of your comrades impris-
oned and your civil rights denied, you
have come to deny religion.

As I said the labor movement
should have a place Jor bishops and a
place for Darwinian and Marxian
schools to encamp.

Capitalism is politically bankrupt
and the churches that support capital-
ism are religiously bankrupt. The peo-
ple of the earth are looking for a
classless, raceless, warless world and
capitalism is always stirring up en-
mity between nations and the races.
The church is busy questioning if
they believe literally in the virgin

birth, as if that, or any of their other
supernaturalisms could have anything
to do with the needs of the world.
They cannot trade any longer on the
fall of Adam and the blood of Jesus.
They cannot appeal to a twentieth
century earth with a tenth cen-
tury hell. We have lots of real hells
of our own, and we want to get rid 1
of them, among them are: the hells
of unemployment, disfranchisement,
lynching and all the other kinds of
hell that the church holds up to—real
hells, I know as well as you do, which
should claim our attention.

You workers are saints outside the
church, and the unbelievers and the
sinners and owners inside the church.

Down with imperialism!
Down with capitalism!
Long live Communism!
Down with race hatred.
Long live the universal brother-

hood.
Down with wars.
Long live the Riffs-and the Syrians

and the Chinese.
*”d now. down with Jim Crowism.
Long live the American Negro La-

bor Congress on the same footing with
American Caucasians!

p *

was for, I had never stopped to ask
what the church was for, I did not
know anything about god, except what
somebody had told me and they knew
no more than I did about him, When
I preached of heaven and hell, I was
not a man, I was a phonograph, grind-
ing out the dead views of the past.

Then a great war came along. I
knew nothing about that. I was too
busy attending to what had been told
me. I was supposed to believe that
a Christian god had sent this war to
punish the imperialists of Germany
and give the world to democracy. The
Germans thot that a Christian god
had sent the war to punish the demo-
cracy of America and to give the
world to imperialism. The German
bishops were right. Anyhow, the
Americans came out with lots of im-
perialism; imperialism to burn. It has
been evolved into despotism.

Begins To Think.

There is no time to tell the whole
story of the war, but twenty million
young lives were crushed out and the
world flowed with blood before this
quarrel of the gods in the sky and the
capitalists on earth came to an end.
Had I been busy in my religious
church activities, I would have whoop
ed it up for the church. But I had
gone home to die. I didn’t die, I am
still living. I had a little time to
think, something I had never had be-
fore and no bishop before or since
has had any. I was like a boy with a
new toy. I thought, and I understood.
I found that neither the American god,
nor the German god was real.

The gods in the skies, Jesus, Jeho-
vah, Buddha, Allah, hadn’t done any-
thing. They didn’t cause the war and
couldn’t stop it, or prevent future
wars. And so long as we look to them
for any help we shall be in a hopeless
plight. I found that if these gods
were real that I had been taught to
worship, they were gods so cruel that
a decent man would have nothing to
do with them. The only criticism I
could make of the christion god was
that he had evolved into such a terri-
ble god and that he was not real. He
was supposed to have written the bi-
ble, but the bible was written by man.

He was supposed to have handed
down revelations, but he had not. I
found that the gods in the skies, Je-
sus, Buddha, Jehovah, Allah, all of
them were only symbols such as our
Uucle Sam and Santa Claus. I found
that the real god is nature. The god
of reality pointed out the law of evo-
lution and revolution too. I made this
great discovery that the words “evolu-
tion and revolution” go hand in hand.

The greatest movement I know of is
the international labor movement*
There are many theories of religifb
and politics and many manifestations
of them, but theer is really only onp
human race. We are the mothers,
fathers, brothers, sisters, sons and
daughters of one family, It does not
matter whether you are protestant,
catholic or a Jew, I could be all of
them. It makes no difference whether
you are Christian, heathen or atheist.
It still remains that we all belong to
the human race. That is all there is
to it.

When you see this as I do it will
change your ideas about everything,
even as it did mine. This fact has
now become so obvious that even
some of the theologians are beginning
to realize that it is the truth. When
a theologian realizes that anything is
true, it is interesting.

Religious Change.

THE big religious institutions do not
readily disappear, they simply

• * * 1-

COMRADES: This is my first pub-
lie appearance since my being

railroaded out of the House of Bish-
ops of the Protestant Episcopal ;
Church. Steam-rolled is perhaps the
better phrase; perhaps i was Jim
Crowed because Ido not believe in all
this supernaturalism and symbolica-
lism of the bible as it is literally in-
terpreted. Gentlemen, I was put out
after being tried as a heretic. Any-
how, I was not put out by trial for
the crime of heresy, whatever that ;
may be. The first Wine bishops before
whom I was tried described me as be-
ing an extreme and dangerous heretic,
but did not define the word heresy,
nor did the judge. Then I faced
another judge and nine other bish-
ops, they too, did not say what heresy
is.

Living In Age of Science.

WE ARE living in a different age
now, an age of science, and he-

resy is unknown in this age of science.
In the course of this lecture there

will be several references to the un-
finished case of the bishops against
me.

You workers think you can get
along without the bishops, but they
can’t get along without you They
heed you. They need to understand
your point of view. They need to feel
the great religious significance of the
meetings like you do. You do not like
to have me Speak of these'meetings
as tellgfdus, ‘Btit 'I do not come here
to say pleasing things to you.

Bishops Are Sinners.

I came to tell you the truth, and that
is that the bishops and other preach-

ars are sinners and that you are
the saints. They do no useful work.
That is why they are sinners. You
do lots of work, every stroke is a
saintly act. That is why you are
saints. Human acts depend upon
work.

I am not at war with the church. I
am simply trying to liberate it from
its ruinous supernaturalisms. You
know that divided masses can not
get anywhere. I know that your
unions that are divided cannot get
anywhere. You have converted me to
your view. lam now going to convert
you to mine. I shall not stray from
the subject of this meeting.

Workers Give Self.

IT IS human life in action, and all
life is action; no action, no life.

Labor is human life, from the very
highest conceivable plane. For when
a man goes to work he gives himself
to society more completely than any
mere philanthropist. A philanthropist
can give his money and then go and
play golf all .day. The capitalist can
make his investment and then start
on a trip around the world, but when
the worker contributes his labor he]
has to give himself, he can not send
It by special messenger, he has to go
with it himself and stand by it thru
•very minute of his working hours
every day of every year.

The great cause of labor, then,
is a cause of humanity at bottom. It
is the greatest of all causes. It is
the greatest of all human movements.
The parasite group are generally so
blinded by their beliefs that they can-
not co-operate with it.

Bishop Thinks Little.
A BISHOP does but little work, they

■**-are too busy to work. They are too
busy to think. I did not do much
thinking until after I had resigned
from my diocese. My time during
the whole period had been taken up
with building up the church. I had
been extremely busy bringing souls to
god. I did not know what the church

The Y. W. L. Unity Resolution
activity and accomplishments.

Herbert Zam, Nat Kaplan, Will Her-
berg, John Harvey, H. V. Phillips,
John Williamson, A1 Schaap, Max
Schachtman, Max Salzman, Valeria
Meltz, Jay Lovestone.

This resolution has the support of
the E. C., Y. C. I. and the Central
Committee of the Workers (Com-
munist) Party.

Workers and Taxation
(Continued from page 1).

000 plus 100% for every thousanddollars over that. ''4 "

This proposal will leave untouched
most of those incomes which are bas-
ed exclusively on wages or salaries
and will at the same time limit all

f possible incomes to $25,000 income
per year. This system of taxation
will place the major portion upon
high incomes and will thus make
those pay for the expenses of gov-
ernment who own it.

In connection with this tax question
it must be made clear that the gov-
ernment is not a power which is over
and above all clgeses and in which
every inhabitant has an equal share
but that it is an instrument in the
hands of one class, the capitalists, and
used against all other classes who are
exploited by the capitalists.

Wrap your lunch in a copy of
the DAILY WORKER and give
it (the DAILY WORKER, not the
lunch) to vour shop-mate.

x w
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Negro Slavery,
or

Crime of the Clergy
By Pasquale Russo.

This interesting and ed-
ucational book is a treatise
on chattel and wage slave-
ry, presenting a brief his-
torical discussion of the
Negro problem in THE
UNITED STATES.

25 CENTS
Send your order for book and ad-

dress all communications to:
Modern School of Pedagogy,

833 Sedgwick Street,
Chicago, 111.
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(Continued from page 4)
strengthen the right elements of the
Party and to the crystallization of a
new fraction. The N. E. C. complete-
ly supports the present Central Com-
mittee of the Party and calls upon
all units of the League for energetic
support. The N. E. C. thinks that it
is necessary to combine all elements
in the Party which honestly want to
follow the line of the C. I. The N.
E. C. thinks it is necessary to
strengthen the work for winning and
attracting all vacillating comrades
for united work. The League will
carry oru* 'tocisive struggle against
the dry«aAJjdJ.ojf pwnjation at
the present time of an intermediate
group. The N. E. C. thinks that the
logic of the struggle must Inevitably
bring such a group to a bloc with the
right wing elements in the Party and
destroy the line of the E. C. C. I. j

3. In regard to the League situa-
tion, the N. E. C. thinks it is neces-
sary to fight against the remaining
factional spirit which seriously pre-
vents the development of the League.
The N. E. C. greets those comrades
of the former majority who began the
fight against the right wing elements
and have now taken the logical step
towards the complete unification of
the league. Complete • unanimous
united work is possible and necessary.
The unity of the League, the unanim-
ous support of the N. E. C., the util-
ization of all Coihmunist forces—-
these are the fundamental prerequis-
ites for successful development of the
American Communist movement of
the youth.

4. The N. E. C. declares that one
of the biggest failures of the last con-
vention of the Young Workers (Com-
munist) League was complete neglect
of the problems of the Communist
movement of the youth.v •

5. The N. E. C, declares that the
first task on the basis of, the accept-
ed political line is to concentrate all
efforts to accomplish real mass work
by the League. The work in the
mills, trade unions, sport organiza-
tions and others, reorganization of
the League on the basis of shop nu-
clei, economic and educational work,
work among the Negroes, work in op-
ponent organizations, etc.—that is the
task which must be made the center
of our attention. As a first practical
accomplishment along this line, the
N. E. C. considers it necessary to or-
ganize quickly the campaign amongst
the striking miners.

A United League! Decisive end to
the factional fight!

.
Fight against

right dangers and for the line of the
E. C. C. I. and for the Central Com-
mittee of the Party! Real mass work,
a mass League, these are the funda-
mental slogans upon which the N. E.
C. calls all the units of the league to
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