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| S = — S Wise Words
- r . . A W ' - h + In deciding ocur line of action . ., .
- How Einstein “Made” the First Page we followed the Conatera which was
o : T S S categorically opposed to the theory of
' destroying the unions but was for
- - . . wihhing them over. Why? Did we
h}r Wlll Her bcrg not equally estimate the reactionary
. _ _ character of - the tzade uniofis? Did
The publicity that Albert Einsteln - speek in terms of prebubilitiss 47 such things as simulfancous events, _ Wwe nwt recogtize che fact of the
has received in the course of the last  cumnol prediet with —ecerteinty | and time as usually understood is a|  eriacing of the bourgeois state with
ten years certainly secms to present which state will follow which; thig| ] e i the beads of the trade unions? Did
¥ tainiy . Bre s A 2 % mere fletion Mass s no lenger perma- we not see thei : [e?
o curious puzzle. The least of his ac-: % o matter which lics on the knees b i Tt ol e e peactichary role?
“fiona become a matter of first puge! of the gods—whotever gods there n.cnt ut depe.n % up.cn T‘e.atwe Ve~ Certa:nly‘we s all ﬂ.ml’.'."ut we wete
notoriety. Sensational newspaperg| - be” - : : city. The universe is flaite but uwn- amfw;' ching the tradé unisns from an
relegate divorees and murders to in- The re ‘on to ideativ d ind bounded. All of the old certainties entirely different ;;omt °£‘ VIEW 4 . .
side pages in order to provide room O T p i vran | Of sclence now vanish away into un- What is a tinion? A union s an or-
for mo-called zépoxts of his latest Eerrr.um_s‘r?l ﬂn t.le' I;;_dl'ta o ctlfllfen‘ cortainty aml where -uncerfainty ganization which unites [nT.mrmg mass-
views and discoverics. And yet this ! foulgcli-lbl sinltu.rtl:::t lse;fu:;.?mf'% &2 ast{ ; rules mysticism and confusion find es’. .. Ilf we come out with ﬂl'le slog- .'
man is an unworldly scientist-—almost | lorm N {’? ‘:’ctl.‘-"? 'f‘h _nzt:[i‘s:.nrtli ma. | & sure foothold, “Ideqlism can find in a';_l for ; b de_s!r‘;zct'm.n of the ulians
a recluse; while his theories on the *SP¥ . SOy - AL 7 ofound | e general bheory of relutivity amost  What will we do? The aass will not
mature of time and space and thei or. iS¢ SCIENe MHLS & PTOYOURC] nowerful weapon - aguinst -materiul-.  follow us because they came to the
-gfructure of the univers . an.| Social-psychologieal need of those sec- ism" {Vasiliev, “Space, Time and Mo- union in erder to gain something real,
bt : 38 Are A5 Un- f the population {especialiy| . = » ' TRaE, i i astroyi
intelligible to the overwhelming maj- tons o pop P tion.”)  And so Einstein appears as With the mactics of desteoying the
ority of newspaper readers as the tﬁ: h:ighsifoua;liui};gge}s:sa?ltri?rt:)f the shining chwmpion against the| unions we can only bring 2 couple of|
Tgst language of the Etruseans, Why, peLty bourgtoms o dragen of materiulist scienve lowering |  theusand workers out of these organi-
then, has this sciontist and his theor. | 1vse historical class fate is bound Up| 5yor contemporary bourgeois society,| zations. We may create a “purc”|
o R : with the fate of the dying society.| ppig iy the secret of Einstein's puz- Communist Jittle wnien, which will |
ies of the universe become subjects Fulfilling this profound need, the! o ! P e k
of “human interest”? - ot oy rad? . 's be, | Z1nE popularity. have the Communist virtaes, but which
PR | ew BCICNCE and its personages be-| e o s will not embrace the masses.  This
: come objects of poular devotion und’ : _ s nat Communist tactics. :
L. thus acquive 4 popularity and “news But appearance is not reality, Tlin- " __A. Lozovsk The World's Trade
The caxc of Einslein in not an ise- | valuze™ quite distinet from its intrin-| stein’s conceptions appear to the in- ) Unimyi\qwemem ‘
lated one. Fre reviewn  of  Jews | sie selentific significance. . _f terested interpreter to offer a strong
works, reporta of Eddingtons rmdio | But of all the heroes of the “new ; support to philosophical idealism and .
talks, Whilehead's religioun «ffusions, |seicnce” Binstein iz easily the fore- | to desbroy furéver the oft-destroyed |conditions of life but the capitalist
all seem to v a matter of far groater | most, Here is 8 man who has eppur-| materialism. But what the relations|systen of society in which the chil-
general interest than vne might ex- | ently upset all of the cherished ideas | between the theory of reélativity and dren live, If the capitalists-were only |
pect. Nt‘\-‘f-rthc-Ioau. an far an “news.|of the dreaded materialist seience. | matevialist science actuelly are is an as liberal with their wealth as they
value” 1 concernied Fanstern easily  Matter is enorgy—energy is matter—— | altogether different guestion which lare with their words the worl:ingl
leadn the havt. Hut the “news value” | and both are space. There are mo| will be considered in future articles. !class ¢hild might have received some
of & MAR or AR event js never a mere | _ ' benefit of the boundless aucumulation|
pevident. In genersl it reflects wore i — T of ‘wealth in soeicty. But the 1923
or lesr uccurutely the cutiock, the in- ' , . o - - - iInternational Year DBook of Child
tereutn and the cultural mtmosphere of T ™ FCave und Frotection sums up, without
definite clas<m-s awnd pections of the GAPITALISM AND cHILD WELFARE !any intention of irony, the. activitics'
pepulaiive.  Tu understand the pars. 4 -Iof the government .in child welfare:
W neeonary s appreciate the moer ' - L oo function of the fedoral
- ¥ "
by Albert psen | gt o okl velers v
o contemporary cultura)  develop ——— s L
ment. '~ At a time when millions of workers | -sanitation and public health leom® ' °° W Qs oy L
The ~tructure of  sewener  ereet. of this conntry are vnemiployed, thero in every direction. Delinguency in- Hoover's speech is even more im-

ed in the eighieenth and fineteenth
centuries wad directly predicated ap-
on materiatism al determiniam, A
profound confidenies in the puwers of
the human munil to penetrate the e
erets of the umiverse charactepized
the thoaught of fhis perand, 1ts futeda
tnental mothdulogiond poatulate wus
the law of casunlity: that every event
‘o the necesdury resultant of the ron-
tHuence of previeus events and that
“vhe mahwe causen always lrad to the
same et T firmly Delieved that
the totality of phenomena vhservatle
in tature {including man) can be
sdeyuately explained in terma of the
behavior, of matter, 9., in terma of
& substance independent of and prior

This system of materinlist deterin- |
Inist, sciencs, that still eonstitutes the

proudeat achicvement of human rult. |

ure, wan the direct cultural reflex
of ihe forward march of bourgeoia
civilization of which it wan st the
anme - time the aharpest dedogical
weppe.  In the prrod of ita histor,

are over &,000,000 children uider 16

jthe best years of their lives in the
mills, mines, factories and Lields, This
enly brings aut one phase of the con-
ditions of the working elass children
i this couniry, Indesd the situation
of the working elass children {at
work or in school} is 50 serious that
President Hoover, in his speech at the

I.opening session of the White House

Conferenee on Child Health and Pro-
tection,  was foreed o
damaging  admissions.

Where My,

cal msecndaney the bourgecisie fell nan
dracomfort within the “rigikd” con-
finen of determiniam nor did it show
any blistmste for the “apiritusl nar-
rusness” of materialism. On the con-
trary, it pgladly welcomed the “re- |
morselers rule’” of natural law pre-
cinely hwecsause the operation of the
firees of naturs &nd society promised
W the inevitable fulfillment of its su-
premu socinl uspirstions an well aa the
wies talile doem of its hintorical ene-
tha Surh was the relutinn of houy-

¥ covdizntion in o ascendancy
Tonntural keiepes,
R T
But bourpeols economy s nel
immortal. In the fullness of time it

‘passed into the stage of historical de-
gseent. Wilth the world war and the
‘post-war period this gradual deeline
turned into precipitate collapse and
the growing confusion inte wéell-nigh
complete chacs. The cultural reflex
@f this fundamental transformation
soon became quite obvious. With the
<hange of social gituation the entire
attitude of the bourgeisie to natural
sclence underwent o profound change.
Facing the Llaek foture, bourgenis
thought no Jonger has any confidence
in its own powers. Reason gives wey
to mysficivin. More than anything
«<lse dues the bourgeoisie now fear the
“remorseless rule” of natural law for
the operslion of nalural and sdeial
forees now promises it the inevitabili-
ty of its own doom. Materializm must
give woy to ddealism, to spiritualivm;
determinism,; to tndeterminism. In the
period of itz historieal decline the
relations hetween bourgeois civiliza-
ticn and natiral sclence undergo a
complete dinloetic transiormation.
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It is precisely the historical fune-
tion of the new “anti-materialist”

vears of age who ave wasting away

make seme |

creases, with congestion. Over-

tagion.

“The child’s hatural play place
is taken from him. His mind is
slunted by the lack of imaginative
surroundings. Hoeme life becomes
mwore difficult. Cheerless hornes pro-
duce morbid minds, Our growth of
tewn life unendingly imposes such
problems as milk and food supply.”

Hoover koows well enough about
country life to tealize ihat. it cloes

Hoover does not fly off oo the wings

of poctry; he gives us information

which is instructive if net altegether

new. But coming’ as it does from the

hoad of the ruling class of this coun-

try it deserves the closest wttention.
¥ K %

How Does Childhood Fare?

After 4 touching rhaposdy on child-
hood, Mr. Hoover makes the follow-
ing declaration: .

“If we could have but one gen-
eration of properly born, trained,
edueated and - healthy children, a
thousand other problems of gov-
erninent would vanish.”

How actually does the present gen-
eration of children fare in this, the
richest country of the world? One
of the committees reported to the
conference that of 45,000,008 children.
in this country . .

6,000,000 are Improperly nouvished,

1,000,000 have defective gpoech,

1,000,000 have weak or damaged
hearts,

675,000

450,600

388,600

348,060

18,000

300,000

AL

presant behavior problems,
are mentally retarded,
are tubercular, .
have impaired hearing,
are totally deaf,

are crippled,

are partially blind,
14,000 are wholly blind,

200,000 are delinguent, and
500,000 are dependent,

“Equality of Opportun_ity”_ under Capitali-sm'

net provide a paradise for the chil-
dren. He_points out that the country
child "is handicapped by lack of cul-
I'tiaral infleences and othar factors.
Helplessly he says: o
© " . . .some of the natural ad-
vantages of lhe country child must
somehow be given back to the city
-child—meore space in which fo play,
- eontact with .nature and natural
. processes. Of these the thought-
- less eity cheats its children.”
But it is not the “thoughtless eity”
that cheats the childrer out of human

erowding produces disease and con-:

portant for the facts that il calis
-to mind than for what it actuwally
tells ug, Taking the most conservative |
Ygourees of information we lewrn from
the census oft 1920 that L060,868
children between the ages of 10 and
15 are at work, This amounts to 5.54%
of the total children of that age in the
eountry. In order to realize how in-
complete these fipures arve we must
bear in mind that many ehildren
under the age of 10 are at work.
jAnd sinee the 1920 census was taken
'in January, children employed in agri-
culture were not counted. Nor did
the census takers count the children
doing seasonal industrial home work
or vacation work, There are well uver
3,000,000 child laborers in the USA
today!

The apologists of capitalism always
like to take us to India and China
when discussing child labor and child
misery. -But this is shameless hypoe-
risy. The worst examples of childi
labor and child misery are to be
found i these United States of ours,
I'nat the children who work in Amer-
ican industry are wery young is
brought cut by the following faets.
In the beet fields of Colorado and
Michigan 419 of the ehild workers
are under 11 years of age. In svine
cases they begin to work at six years.
In Rhode Island over 459 are under
11 and ?4 under 4. In Connecticut
the same percentages were disclosed,
and in MNew. York they are even
higher!

Child Illiteracy

Hliteracy is very high amongst
child workers, Among the little chil-
dren in the oyster and shrimp can-
inerics of the guif coast illiteracy is
as high as 25¢; while fox children
of the whole United States it is only
‘A%, As child labor increases illiter-
acy inereases, and -school attendance
deereases. Thus, in Woonsocket, and
|Pawtucket, R. I, Columbus, Ga., Col-
‘umbia, 8.C., Plymonth, Pa., the chil-
idren do not get beyond the fourth
“grade on the average.

(congluded in the next issue) .
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in the Communist nte

Belgian Trotskyites Split!|

The French Trotskyist paper Verite |
reports on the latest developments
in the Belgian Trotskyist Opposition

group which culminated in a split.

The split in the Belgian "Left" Op-;
position follows in general the lines

of the split in the German Leninbund
a year ago. About that time a sh&rp{
difference of opinion hroke out ameng |
the Belgian Trotskyites, primarily,
around the following points: the per-|
spective of Party or group, the es-

tendency in modern science to supply |35,000,000 are redasonable normol.

moribund bourgeois eivilization with; But even more significant than
the comfgrting assurance that t,hegth(}SE.‘ fig‘ures is the admission that at
black future threatencd thru the in- fecst 10,000,000 of fhese deoficients
evitable operation of natural and so-| (more than 80¢;) are not receiving
‘cial forees need no longer he foarsd|Hie mecessury utiention, tho experi-
since the very foundations of seience |e0ce Shows that those defieiencies can
—materialism and determinism—are B¢ Provented or remedied to g high

e tha ty illusions. degree by proper attention,
Ti¢ mora n empty ilusigns | And how sabout the

*The doy of muterivlism and de-
terminiam iz over!” assurey Sir Ar-
thur Eddingten, “floom must be
wmade for a spivituel conception of
the universe and muan's place fn {7

know from our own childhood and
from the children all areund us. Tven
in the most “prospercus™ times we
have the problems of erowded slums.
“Modern science can no longer talk | Hoover expresses it well in the fol-
of ‘certuinty’; it must be satisfied |lowing words: N _

with ‘probability’ instead,” declares “Perhaps the widest range of
Sir James Jeans (“The Mysterious diﬂicu!tles.‘ . -grows out of this
Universe”). "Beoause it has to crowding into ‘cities. Froblems of

: 35,000,000 ;
“reasonable normal” children? Their ;
“life Is certdinly not a pienie, as we :

timation of the character of the
"Bovict state, the relation to the syndi-
calists, ete. The majority viewpoint
was ropresented by the Executiva|
Committee and the minority view-
point by the Charlerol IPederation.
! The International Bure (Trotsky)
supported ‘the point of view of the
| Charleroi Fedoration, which was the
viewpoint of orthodox Tretskyism.
The central point in the dispute
D appears to be,the estination of the
‘ ¢lags character of the Soviet state
¢ in the USSR, The majority maintains
| that Thermider has already. set in
(i.e., thut the Soviet power is already'
losing its proletarian character). The
minority denies -this, insisting, how-
ever, that the danger of Themidor is
immediate and that Stalin (the “cen-

ter’) and Rvkoff (the *right”} are
the expression of this Thermidor
danger. (For & discussion of the
whole subject, see Revolulionary
Age, No. 8). The second uestion deals
with perspectives. The majority in-
sists that the “Left” Opposition must
function as and must aim to become
the Communist Party of Belgium
whereas the minority insists that ig
must funetion as a group or faction
of the CP of Belgium, It is to be noted |
that altho Trotsky today supports the
latter viewpuint, only a short tims] -
ago ‘he defended the *“new Party”|.
position (see his letter of greeting to| .
the Militant when it became a week-| .
ly.) TFinally, the minority charges,
that the E. C. refuses colluboration|
with the Party membership but tends: |
too mueh in the direction of coopera-
tion with the syndicalists.

This dispute came to a head at the
recent meeting of the plenum of the;
EC. The minority demanded the cal-
ling of a national conference to e~
cide the disputed guestions bug the
majority refused, The minority was
backed up by s representative of the
International Trotskyist Bure whe
was present. Finally the minority
withdrew and thus the “Left” Opposi-
tion split. '
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