
The Turn'' and the Crisis 
• 

lll the C. I . 

By Will Herberg 

A Y, MARCH 4, 1930

-

\WORKERS CLASH 
\ WITH FA-SCISTS 

IN GERMANY 
-

Stalin Criticizes Wrong
Views of Five­

Year Plan
i Against Exaggeration

German Red UnionsL
Win Victories

(Wireleas B11 I.nprecorr) 

BERLIN, March 3.-On Saturd:,.y 
there were collisions between fas­
cists and police and rna.sses of work­
ers before the Liebknecht House, 
headquarters of the Communist 
Party, in tonnecUon with the fun­
eral procession of a fascist who had 
been· killed. The police cordon was 
broken and the fascists and work­
ers came to grips. There were small 
collisions between police and w-ork­
ers with numerous shots fired, a:.d 
tlili continued till late at night. •

• STALIN WARNS AGAINST 
WRONG POLICY. 

(Wireless By lnprecorr) 

• MOSCOW, March 3.-Yesterday's
"Pravda" carries an article by Jo.­
sef Stalin, general secretary o 
Communist Party of t 
Ur:ic:n, c,r•it)ed "Sue 
Our Hea<l,'" wlotic 

,dency to un 
of the 

I
N an article published in
Pravda and in the whole Soviet press on March •• 2,Joseph Stalin, .General Secre­tary of the CPSU, launches anattack upon the belief that "aCommunist utopia can- be es­tablished in the villages byburocratic ordinances." Hewarns against the danger ofproducing a "rupture betweenthe Communist Party and themasses." He urged "caution"and "care" in dealing with thecarrying thru of the Five-YearPlan, in the problems of indus­trialization and collectiviza­tion! And Walter Duranty,( the Times correspondent ) who a few months ago hailedStalin as greater than Leninbecause of his "return to un­compromising Oommuni!Sm"now hails Stalin as "oh a levelwith Lenin himself" because"he knows when and how tocompromise!"

* * * 
The "new turn" in the policyof the CPSU, as signalized inthe declaration of Stalin, is ofa piece with the "new turn"in the Comintern that wasmade public in the now famousspeech of Comrade Manuilskyat the recent Plenum of the EC YCI. The character of this"new turn," the factors thathave brought it about, as wellas the manner in which it wasbrought about, expose veryclearly the real depth of thecrisis in the Communist Inter­national and show that onlya ratlical change in the entiremethod of leadership and a complete right-about-face inthe tactical line can lead theComintern out of the blind

alley into which it is heading!How is the "new turn" in the line of the CPS� brought abo�t?Does Comrade Stalin as leader of the Bolshevik Party exerci�ethe much talked about self-criticism? Does . Comra?-e Stalmdeclare that at least some mistakes were made m the lme of theCPSU and tha now some revision of the line is necessary? Does
Comrade Stalin admit that there were once elements m _ theCPSU who urged "caution" and "care," who �arne� agamstthe "rupture between the Party and the masses, etc. m almostthe same terms as does Comrade Stalin t�day but befor_e andnot after the events? Does Comrade_ Stahn have a_nythmg tosay about the fact that merely to raise these questions a fewmonths ago would have been to invite expulsion from the Party -and worse? Does Comrade Stalin explain why now the "ne:wturn" is necessary? No! Nothing of the kind! Co�rade Sta�mactually declares that it is not any shortcomings m the pohcyof the CPSU that makes any new turn necessary; on �he con­trary he maintains it is the very correctness of th� l�ne !hatleads to its revision! Stalin was right then-Stalm is rightnow-Stalin will always be right! ,,What are the factors that have brought about the "new turn in the CPSU? Not a real recognition of the demands of theobjective situation in the Soviet Uni?n b�t f�r more the actu­
al requirements of the inner-Pa_rty �1tuabon i_n the CP_SU. Inorder to smash Bukharin and his frie;11d� Stalm.:f�un_d it neces­sary to heighten the tempo of the bmldmg of Socialism �nd. toresort to methods of struggle without regard to the obJective

situation and the relation of class forces. Now with Bukharin
(as· an organized opposition) smashed, Stalin executes _a "stra­
tegic retreat." But it is _ necessary _fo_r the Commumsts and
workers to realize that neither the original course nor the pre­
sent "new turn" was dictated by or based upon the demands 
of the obj_ective situa�ion but far _more by the ques�ion of fa

,
c­

tional advantage or disadvantage in the. CPSU and inter:natio,i­
cdly. On such a basis any turn a7:1d twists-no matter m what
direction-ean bring no real benefit or �o?d to the �PSU_ or the 
CI· all they can do is to heighten the crisis and to mtensify and
aggravate the false method of leadership to which the crisis is.
due. * * * * 

The "new turn" in the Comintern is of the same character.Introduced partly as a reflection of the inner-Party re�ationsin the CPSU and partly because it was no longer possible to avoid "doing something" about the crisis, how has this "newturn" been executed? By suddenly beginning a mock war­against the "left" without explanation or �iscuss!on ! By f�nd­ing here and there a scapegoat (Shatzkm, Reimann, Fried) on whom to unload the entire responsibility for the disastroussituation in the Comintern ! But never an honest reexaminationof the line of the Ecci ! Never a question as to the correctnessof the line that has led to isolation, chaos, and disintegration! And not a word about the fact that the "new turn" merely re­peats in halting, confused and partial form what the Commun­ist Oppositions have been declaring for many months and forwhat they were expelled for declaring! In the �omintern alsothe "new turn" is not based upon a change of lme as a resultof the examination of objective conditions; here also it is dic­tated by questions of factional advantage and burocratic neces­
sity! * * * * 

In America too there is a "new turn"-just beginning. �tthe recent New York TUUL conference Comrade Johnstone dis­covered that it is necessary to do Communist wo_rk in the r�­actionary unions! Is it not curious th'.1-t he discovered this novel fact at precisely this time? But did Comrade Johnst<;>ne·exercise a little self-criticism and reexamine the ultra-sectarianParty line of the last year and more'?• pid Comrade Johnstonehave anything to say about the fact that the comrades of theCP-Majority Group were expelled as "opportunists". and "rene­gades" precisely because they ins_iste� on the nec�ss�;Y of Co�::munist work in the mass orgamzabons? ls this new turn of Comrade Johnstone dictated by the necessities of the Amer­ican class struggle? Nothing of the kind! It _ is dictated by the principle of "factional symmetry"-the Manmlsky manouyer must be transferred to the USA! Such new turns can brmg·nothing but further harm to our Party!* * * * 
What is the real content of the "new turn?" Is it not signifi­cant that precisely at the time when the mock battle againstthe "ultra-left" waxes hottest, the ultra-left line of the Ecci and the American Party is carried to the most extrava�ant lim�ts?Is it not characteristic that Manuilsky, the champion agamstthe ultra-left declares that the dictatorship of the proletariat is on the ord�r of business in a whole series of European coun­ties? Is it not significant that those in the American Partyleadership who are now learning to repeat some phrases _ about mass work, are raising the isolationist line of the �arty mto a whole system (as, e.g., in the unemployment campaign) and are­deliberately replacing the class action of the workers by �eisolated action of a handful of Party members? The fact is:

all the twists and turns that ma·y be executed cannot change the 
basically ultra-le/ t course of th� Ecci be�ause this ultra-left 
course is a direct result of the failure to bridge the gap bee.ween_ 
the rapid growth of Socialism i?7- t�e USSR. and. the retarded
pace of the revolution in the capitalist countrie_s by the de-velo_P­
ment of a real international collective leadership ten: the Comtn­
tern a leadership really reflecting the world revolutionary move­ment. Until this is done all "new turns" and diplomati_c man­ouverings will change nothing for the better; they will onlyaggravate the dangerous crisis in the Comintern!* * "' * 

The present situation offers great opportunities t� the C?m-munist Oppositions all over the world. The unexplamed twists-
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The Mexican Workers 
• 

lll the Southwest 
by· D. R. Ortega 

O
NE of the most serious probles in the South of this

country is toot of the Mexican workers who come in
enormous numbers from the other side of the Rio Grande. They
leave the "country of eternal spring" as they affectionately
call Mexico and enter the "land of the Dollar" to undergo a 
new experience in the economic, political and social conditions·
-0f the most powerful imperialist country of the earth.

In the state of Texas we have approximately 500,000 Mex­
icans concentrated in the towns where there seems to be most
possibility of making a living and where factories and indus­
tries hold out the greatest promise of livelihoo.d to them. Thus,
in the principal towns, such as Houston, Ft. Wortb., Dallas,
Galveston and San Antonio, we find the greatest number of
Mexican workers. Next to these cities are the immense Texan
plains where cotton is cultivated over which are scattered great

numbers of Mexican workers. All these indeed are victims of
the present capitalist system--especially so because in the
South wages are extremely low.

--- -- -

In addition to the low wages there is racE; prejudice which
does not permit equal social conditions to those who come from
the other side of the Rio Grande. Frequently there are conflicts
due to race hatred. 

We will limit ourselves to San Antonio. Here-there are
70,000 Mexicans making up about one-third of the population.
In addition to the fact that the city is not very industrialized,
there is great unemploytnent for the Mexican population and
the wages are tremendously low for Mexican women in
factories and domestic employments and for hand-work, sewing
and embroidery. A large number of Mexican women workers
work in the laundries which do not pay anything like a living
wage to these unorganized workers. The wages of these women
are from $5 to $6 a week and there are thousands who even work
for $3.00. They work long hours, as many as 12 and 14 daily.

The Mexican male workers have almost the same conditions
and the great majority of them face the problem of unemploy­
ment and the problem of maintaining families that are in want.
The wages of these workers is from $2.00 to $2.50 a day and
their work is almost always temporary. We suffer also from

and turns of the official leadership are opening the eyes oflarge numbers of Party members and revolutionary workers to
the real situation. Many workers are beginning to say: For
what Manuilsky is saying now in a hesitating and confused 
manner the Opposition was expelled for sa-]}ing in a determined
and clear manner at a, time when the warning was timely! TheParty officialdom are absolutely unable to meet this situation.They are thrown into confusion and desperation! The Daily
Worker of March 4 hides the highly significant declaration ofStalin in between two utterly insignificant items about Ger­many! Not even a one column headline is vouchsafed to ComradeStalin's "new turn;" all it gets is a small sub-head. This is notaccidental. 

It is the task of the Communist Opposition to see to it thatthe awakening of the revolutionary workers that is certain toarise out of the new era of twists and turns is led into construc­tive channels in the direction of restoring the Comintern andthe Party to the line of Leninism. We must make it clear thatthe solution of the crisis in the Comintern cannot be broughtabout by any diplomatic "half-turns" dictated by the externalnecessities of the factional situation in the CPSU or by buro­cratic attempts to hide the crisis in the Comintern. The crisiscan only be overcome by removing its source: by changing theentire method of leadership, by establishing a broad internation­
al collective leadership for the Comintern, by returning to thetactical principles of Leninism!

- -- -- -- --- --

the demands of the foremen who want much work in little time
and try to speed us up continually. 

In the square nicknamed "Zacate" there are every morning
about 1,600 Mexican workers waiting for the bosses to hire
them. In addition, "in all parts of the city there are many more
seeking a chance to sell their labor power. Government statis­
tics do not want to tell. exactly how many unemployed there
are in this place. But we can calculate that including Mex­
icans, Americans and Negroes and workers of other races there
are more than 10,000 unemployed who are in desperate need. 

The idea of organization and of unification among us Mex­
icans seems to be quite far at the present moment because of
patriotism and religion. But in spite of this at the bottom the
Mexicans are distinctly revolutionary. The leaders of our people
up till now have been the priests and the bible-preachers, but
now there is beginning to be noticeable an awakening and an
agitation amongst us which grows ·as unemployment and misery
take possession of our homes. We have seen the neces&�ty,
therefore, of reaching the Mexicans in those places where they
gather in order to speak to them of the bad conditions of life
which result from the present capitalist system, in order to
inculcate in them the spirit and the idea of the class struggle,
in order to awaken in them a desire to seek a great improvement
in their lives and to develop our class so as to establish
a 'true worker-peasant government like that which stands strong
and pov,erful in the Soviet Union and which we affectionately
call the Fatherland of the Workers of the World. 

Communism has reached many Maxican workers in this reg­
ion but very few are prepared to belong to the Communist Party
since most of them are so far only vaguely Communist in their
ideas. Our struggle has developPd itself now with the formation
of a "Mexican Labor Council" where every Sunday more than
300 Mexican workers come together of whom only 85 belong to
our Council. We have drawn up a fighting program including
such demands as the following: better houses in which to live,
higher wages, eqWLl pay for equal work for men and women, no 
child labor, government insurance for the unemploy'e.d and the 

aged, no arrest for vagrancy. We are planning to develop a
struggle for freedom of speech, freedom of public· demonstra­
tions and to enter into active agitation and propaganda work,
such as the present necessities of the thousands of Mexican
workers in this city require.

Our movement and struggle has begun and very soon we ex­
pect to increase our group to include greater forces and to in­
crease the ideological development. We have initiated this work
along with the CP-Majority Group which has most efficiently
aided us, morally and economically, Naturally we seek the col­
laboration of all healthy and conscious elements. We send our
sincere thanks from here to Revolutionary Age which has so
kindly put its columns at our service to insert news of our
movement
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