The International Opposition Conference

by Will Herberg -

The conference of representatives of
the Conununist QOpposition groups of the
various countries of the world which will
meet ifn Berlin towards the end of this
year will not only be a highly signifieant
gathering in itself but will mark the com-
pletion of one stage and the initiation
of another in a movement of the greatest
historical importance in the development
of the international labor movement., It
will mark the concentration on a world
seale of all those forres, scatfered thru
many countries and over many contin-
cnts, which are striving to save the Com-
munist International and te restore it
te the path marked out by Lenin for
winning the leadership over the masses
of the toilers and oppressed pcoples of
the world in the struggle for emancipa-
tion from the bloody veke of imperial-
ism. With this conference the chapter
of the international strugyle of the Com-
mmuinist Opposition will really begin!

Who can today deny that the Commu-
nist world movement is in & deep erisis?
Quite apart from the profound idecl-
ogical crisis characterired by an open
contempt for the best-tested teachings of
Lenin and the most valuable experiences
of the Communist movement, the Com-
munist Infernational today presents z
picture of defeat, demoralization and
decline. The French Comimunist Party
has—aceording to official admissions—
lost 55 per cent of its membership. The
Italiap Commaunist Party—aceording teo
Manuilsky—"no longer cxists as a polit-
ical factor.” The Communist Parties of
Germany, Great Britain, and other coun-
tries have lost all vestige of influence
in the mass trade unions—again by offi-
¢ial admission;s The Finnish Party has
just lost all (23) deputies in the elee-
tionz, The Communist Internattonal
plays no role whatever-—except a des-
tructive one—in the world-shaking In-
dian events. And g0 on . .

At the same time the world Communist
movement has completely lost ifs unity.
It is now cloarly and defimitely divided
into three main sircams, both on an in-
ternalional seale and in  the various
countries: the tendency of the Trotsky-

—ecannot sit by and wait until semehow
the trade union line of the DParty
changes. As Communists we canhot stand
idly by and see the workers leaderless
and at the merey of the hosses and the
buroerais. It is therefore our mand-
atory task to throw in all eur forces to
carry thru a Communist line in the
unjons; to accemplish what the Party
leaves undone or misdees. This indepen-
dent activity in the trade unions must
become one of our central tasks as a
gronp.

28. The 1n1t1atne in rebullmng the left
wing in the trade unjon movement must
be taken by us. In the reactionary unions
our comrades must raise the struggle
for militant unionism and in this way
rally the advanced workers to the left
wing movement. Wherever possible left
wing organizations (clubs, leagues)
should be set up by our comrades, to in-
clude all workers ready to fight agamst
the bosses and the burocrats.

28, In the TUUL-unions our com-
rades must take the lead in mebilizing
whatever non-Party workers there are
for a struggle against the ruinous poliey
of the TUUL and the union lexderzhips,
along the line outlined above, Qur work
in the TUUL-unions is-coordindted with
onr work in the old unions thru the
slogan of trade uwnion unity—one indus-
trial unien in every industry. In the
TLUL-unionz also we establish clubs or
organizations of workers who support
our line and these groups we tie up with
the corresponding groups in the old
upions. . .

30. The independent activity of our
group is not something separate and
apart from our work in winning Party
menthers for our line. On the contrary
the twe are complementary. The win-
ning of Party members for our course is
necessary for a successful execution of
our independent line wlhile, on the other
hand, the best way to convince the Party
membership of the correctness of our
line is to show them what it means in
practice in contrast to results of the
official line of the Party.-

ites, the official (Stalin) tendency and
the tendeney of ihe Communist Oppo-
sition. This three-fold split has for
several years assumed an organized and
regular character.

From our vautige point today we ean
see the fundamental objective cause of
this disastrous .situation. ‘\re can . sce
now ihat the gap that has heen prog-
ressively developing between the course
of the Fussian revolution and the re-
volution in the capitalist world has. not
been bridged by ihe development.of, an
international collective leadership for
the Communist. world. movement; on the
contrary, the leadership of the Commun-
ist International has been growlng more
narrow, more and more 2 CP3U leader-
ship, more. and more s leadership eon-
centrated in the hands of the leading
elique of the CPS1. Basing itself upon
the cutlook, perspeetives and methods of
work of the CPSU {or rather of its
leading cligue}, the leadership of the
Comintern has proved unable to solve
the great problems of analysis, strategy
and tactics brought forward by the com-
plex conditions of ‘world capitalism in
its present stage of development. The
leadership of the CI has atfempted to
meet this situation’ with - schematic ul-
tra-left sectarian line and with bura-
cratie Tactional methods. and the

results for the Commtcrn are clear to

be seen!

The Trotskyist movcment ‘i\hll’_‘h btands-

teday in ‘opposition from-eme direction
to the line of the Communist Interna-
tional is quite incapabld of Lecoming the
bearer of the struggle to save the Com-
intern. In -its traditiomal policles
Trotshyiem represents a .consistent, if
somewhat abstract form of ultra-leftism
—in spite of all-its recent "new turns”
In its methods it is no more than the in-
verted . reflection of the well-known
methods of Stalinism. - .

The historieal task of mobilizing those
forees within and without-the Communist
International which alone can carry thru
te vietory the struggle for saving the
Comintern falls to the:movement repres-
ented by the Communist.” Oppesition
groups thruout the world whose very
existence is tied up with this great
problem. .
* ¥ *

The Communist Qppozition meovement
in the varicus countries did net arise in
accord with a prearranged plan along a
prearranged secheme—from the "“top,”
to speak. On the contrary, it arose in
the different countries at different time
and under different circuinstances as far
as oxternzl appearances go. The 13sues
on which the various Opposition gronps
first made their appearance are quite
various and are clogely rooted in the
specific conditions of the individual par-
ties and countries, We need but com*
pare the originz of the Oppositien in
Germany, Sweden and the USA to be
convineed of this. But all Opposition

movements, without exceptionh, arese as
movernents of reststance to the applic-

ation of the new wltra-left course of the
FEeci in the specific conditiong of . the
various countries. This was the fund-

amental bond of unily of the individual -

national Opposition groups.

The aidest Oppesition group (Germ-
any) is hardly two years old ‘and the
yvoungest are still inthe process of form-
ation, while many are still to come. Yef
these few months have been months of
great events. These months of struggle
have shown to everybody that a common

- political point of view is to be found in

the ideas and activities of all Opposition
groups and it did not take long to make
it apparent that this was ne more com-
morn point of view but a profound agree-
ment on the most important guestions of
pelitical analysis, strattegy and tacties
and methods of struggle. Any sort of
study of the Impertant programmatic
documents of the wvarious Oppositions
(especially Germam, Austrian, Czechish,
Swedish, Alsatian, et} will show this.

By the beginning of 1930 attempts at
commen international action of the vari-
cus Communist Oppesitions began to be
made. It i5 only necessary to-call at-
tention to the common internaticnal ap-
peal sent to the CI in March 1930 and

to the jnternational Oppesition manifesto
on India that has proven of swch great
politieal Importanee.

In March 1930 also there took place a
preliminary international conference in
Berlin attended by German, Swedish, and
Czechish comrades which did some ini-
portant preparatory work in the diree-
tion of the international conselidation
of our struggle. The most important
achicvement. of this preliminary confer-
enée were the propesal of a Draft Flat-
form+ for- the intcrnational Opposition
rnovement - and- the establishment of
the International Information Gen-
ter in Berlin with an international
organ, The Internotionul Information of
the Communist Opposition, appearing b
German and English. It was this prelim-
inary cunferénce that laid the basis for
the first international conference to lake
place towards the end of this year.

L kX

What will be the great tasks of the
international conference? In the first
place, the infernaticnal conference will
make clear that no tendencies for the
formation of & “pew’ Communist Inter-
national will be tolerated. It will make
elear that- the purpose of our interna-
tional consolidation is the concentralion
of forces t¢ seve the Coxnmunist Inter-
nationzl, to reunite it, to restore it to

the read of mass work and rcevolutionary
effectiveness,  Just as individual Op-
positionists ecombine into local groups
for greater cifectiveness, local groups
anite into national organizations for the
same reason, so it is necessary for the
varipus mational groups to  eonsol-
idate into an international faction of the
Comamunist Oppesition.

The conference will have to discuss
the fuestion of a FPlatform for the In-
ternational Communist Opposition on the
basis for a thore consideration of the
draft presented at the MBerlin conference
by Comrade Thalheimer. A report of
the development and status of the intex-
national Opposiuon movement, followed
by special yeports of ihe representatives
of .the varicus groups, will provide a
basis for a thora considration of the
achicvements, shortesinings and tasks of
our Opposition movement. The confer-
ence will also have before it the task
of thoroly discussing the question of
trade union taeties which has shown itself
rore and more to be the pivetal point of
the whole struggle. Finally, it is cerfain
that that it will be the task of our con-
ference to establish a strong, fuctioning
international center for the Communist
Opposition, 2 real internatipnal center of
information, guidance and direction. Our
struggle is beeoming more and ‘more an
international strugele, 2 struggle which
eannot be conducted without a function-
ing international eenter. .

Unite Z‘_/i’e Plumbers Helpers!

*The plumbers helpers to-day find them-
selves in a condition as mever before.

Being the only unorganized mem in the’

indusiry, they face mwore hardships than
any other men in the industry, such as
the cutting of their already low pay,
specd-up, and unemployment, ete.

The plurmbexs’ helpers show a willing-
ness to fght apainst theses conditions.
They proved this by their walking out
on sponianecus strikes when the five-
day week went into effect which meant
the cutting of wages for the helpers.
The plunbers helpers fought these
strikes without a leadership ana in sor™™
czzes were successful I petting 400, 3
day more than before. They were getting
the miserable. wage of $4.00 when all

ather helpers in the building industry-

got from $7.00 2 day to $11.00. a day.
Today some of the plumbers helpers in
camparison with the $66.00 a week of
the journeymen, get $22.00 a week ana
many casses as low as $3.00 a . day. What
did the Communist Party de.about it or
the American Asscciation of Plumbers
Helpers? The, A, A, of P, H. was a
real organization at one time. The ans-
wer can be scen by the fact that the
plumbers helpers fought wijthout a leaq-
ership. What was the cause for it?

The Communist Party expelled three
of its leadmg members in the Plumbers
Helpers Union for supporfing the “left
opposition.” {The Trotsky group}.- Com-

rade Sprerigen, the vice-president of the.

American Association of Ilumbers Help-
ers, and the olher-brothers who worked
in the organization as members of i3
execntive board, were aware of these
conditions and wrote asking Comrade
Helfand, then the president of the A, A.
P. H. to call a meeting. They -wrote
twice or three times. As vet they have
received no reply. The three brothers
got together with some plumbers help-
ers in the trade and founded the United
Association of Plumbiers Helpers whicn
the party tried to capture or smasn.
But they did not succeed. Today we have
between 200 and 260 menibers in thc T.
A, of I H.

It’s about time we stopped filghting

and get together and build one biz union
for all of the plumbers helpers Instesa
of fighting independetly, and for tne
Cormmunist TParty to drop its stupid pos
jcies in the trade unions and fight the
comMoN Enemy.

It is not too late \et to start a real
organization of the plumbers helpers in
the face of the unemployment, speed-up
and cutting of pay, etc. =te. Together
we mmust fight Tike never before against
the A. F. of L. fakers and the bossea.
Only by uniting our left-wing forces can

we organize the plumbers helpers and
all othey workers.

The plumbcrs helpers are willing ta
fight and will fight. Let us ririke while
the irom is hot.

1 will deal more eorrectly in a future
article on the present situation of the
plumbers helpers.. I am sending -these
articles to all left-wing papers.

I am not affliated with any of the et~
wing groups.

Moc. Kudler.

Call for an International Con-

ference of the Communist
Opposition

On the basis of a preliminary discuz-
sior. with the Swedish, Czechish, and
Amierican -ccomirades, we hereby eall for
Decamber 16 and 17, 1930 an

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

) 'of thea

- COMMUNIST OFPOSI TION

for Berlm Wilhelmstrasse 135,
Agendu,

1. Reports of the various countries.
Z.. The international platform of the
Opposition.
3. Organization of international co-
operation.

- Participation with decisive vote is al*
lowed to all Opposition groups who
agrec in principle with the draft of an

international platform made poblic in

the spring of 1230, Groups that want
to be present with advisory veote must

.senl 2 notification before November 1930

to Berlin, Wilhelmstrasse 135 (Junius
Yerlag).

Proposals for the order of business
nyust be made before Tlecember 1, 1920,
The expenses of delgations must he born
by the varicus national groups. them-
selves.

With Communist greetings

Nationa! Couneil, Commuwnist Perty of
Germuny [Oppoesition}

HEINRICH BRANDLER

-




