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The Socialist City Convention

Groups in the S. P. - Perspectives of the Left Movement -

The recent New York city convens
tion {December 27 and 28} of the Se
cialist Party deserves the most careful at-
tention of every Communist, The pro-
ceedings of the convention showed in all
clarity the deep processes at work within
the Socialist movement of this country.
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THREE GROUPFS IN THE 5P

That within the Socialist Pacty teday
there can be distinguished three distine
tendencies cach with its owa  platfern
and political outlook the convention made
abundantly cdear, In the first place, there
is the extreme right Norman Thoaws
group, composed Jargely of bourgeois Libe
erals  whose pumber in the 3P has been
increasing  preity considerably in reeent
years, Fhe general Line of this group is
tur the dissolution of the Socialist party
ko the general bourpeois liberal-radica
movement {pacticularly o the form of 2
“third party”). The furte of this group
is municipul politics which it ubderstands
completely in the sense of bourgeols mea
nicipal reformism. It thoroly deprecites
any “undde attention’ te the workers on
the part of the SP and believes that the
Socilist movement should address itsclf
to the “people as a whole” (ic, to the
petty bourgeoisie).,  This extreme vight
group, thoruly bourgeois and anti-Social-
ist in every sense, has managed to clathe
itsell in o “left™ maotle because of ity
characteristic  liberal  champivnship  of
“fair play™ and its oppesition to the gross
excesses of burecracy within the B and
especially of the SP officials in the trade
uiions,

In the second place we have the right
wing Dliliguit-Oneal group which repre
sents the su-called “orthodox Soclulist”
burocracy in the party, the old times.”
The oricatation of this group 8 upon
she tabor burocracy and its chiel ohjective
s to capture some A P oof L. Tre
speetability”™ for the SP. The line of
this group, whith today duninates the
5P, Is that of urmost reformism and
wulgar pseudo-wlarxinn coupled with ab-
ject fawning before the reactivnayy unte
Yocialise oMeials of the trade unions, This
group i the real- Amcrican ceprescntas
uve of international Social-demucracy, of
the Secund Internutional.

In the steupyle purtly against the lil-
eralizing Thomas tendency but above all
againet the archereformist Hillguit proug,
a leftward tendency has buen making
rapid progeess in the Socialist pacty. It
bas already reached the stape where il
is conscivus of its own cxistence a3 a dis-
tinct political tendency (i, it has alceady
organized itsell as a - distinee faction)
akcle, of course, it i still almost togally
uneonscions of the abjective logic of its
own developinent. The base of this leflt
ward tendency seems to be svine strata
of rank wud fle trade unionists and con-
sderable seetions of the younger le
ments of the Socizlist wmovement, especial-
ly of the Socialist youth.

Ay distinet from the Hrse twe factioas,
wliich represent alreadv [ormed and un-
changeable political tendencies, the lefl
veoup manilests as ity chiel feature o con
tinuous ever changing dynamue chavacter.
This fundinnental feature alse distinguish-
ey the leftward movement Teom clussical
centrism, althe there can be no guestion
thut considevable centrist elemen:
and potentisl, ate swept In with  the
movement to the lefs and are stll undif-
ferentiated from it -

£ on

THE QUESTIONS AT [S5UE

The political struggles that teok place
at the city convention drunatized the
threeccornered  differcntiation within the
Socialist parry.  But It ulse focussed
tention upon the essential character of
the leftward novement, upoen its strength
and upon its weaknesses.

The moest basic yuestion that faced
the vonvention, althu  characteristically
coough it did uot even come up for a
wote, was the question of attitude towards
the Russian Revolution, The “Russan
question”  still forms the fendanental
line of cleavage separating the revolu
tiunaries from the reformists in the labor
movement and it is an extremely hope-
ful sign for the left movement that it is
precisely upon this question that it took
its cleacest and its sharpest stund.  “Pwo
resolutions  Juy befure  the  conference.
The Hitlguit-Oneal resolution  wok an
outright anti-Soviet position, thoroly in
line with the Kautskyan wiewpdint of the
Secomd International. The resalution in
troduced by the Stanley proup, on the
other  hond, was  thoroly - pro-Soviet
nut metely in sentiment but in revolution-
ary class content, [t recognized completely

that the USSR is a workers state, build-
ing Socialism. It adopted o “definitely
friendly  attitude™ towards the Sowviet
Union. It called for support of the

Vive:Year Plan, decliring that the buaild-
ing .of Socialism in the USSR “is con-
sistene with Socialist philosophy”—pre-
cisely the opposite of the viewpoint of in-
ternaticonul  Social-democracy.

It is cicar from a mere reading of
both resolutions that oo this guestion
fund the auestion is fundamestal) the
differences have already reached the point
where they cannot remain within the
bounds of one parcty. The stand for the
USSR s unquestionubly the strongest
fenture of the lefeward movement in the
] :
On other guestions the views of the
left group are not so clear or well de
fined. Yet even here o distinet lefeword
trend is wisible.  Ou the trade umion

question, for example, Oneal (the right
wing) introduced a shameless resolution
in support of the e¢ld line of the SF
which increasing

nuinbers of Socialists

by Will Herberg

are bupinning to reglize s a definitely
aoti-labor line.  The left fa:tvwm intro-
duced a sumewhat vague and rather weak
resolution.  But this resolution distinee-
ly demonded u fight against the A, I
of L. non-partizan policy, against cluss
collaboration, for industrial  unionism,
fur the orgunizition of the organized
The differences in the discussion ol the
resolution were far sharper than in the
resulutions themselves,  And iy the ond
the Stanley resclutivn succeeded in gets
ting about 40% of the wotes (41 .out
ol 102)!

The fowest point reached by the lelt
wing was on the India resolution whers
it adopted a thoroly Nberal Noruan
Thomas stand withour revolutionuey  or
class cantent.  Just as the USSR resolu
don marked the strenpth of the left
proup so did the India resolution mark
its weakness,

A curivus thing happened in conneer
with the regolution on Socialiss Party
campuigns intcoduced by Lee (for the
Hillquit group).  This resalution was
full of “left"-sounding phruses and con
tained a sharp attack upon the Norman
Thomas tmuaicipal refermism. The fac-
tional line-up was quite obvieus, In the
course of the debate $tatley got wp and
for the lelt group made a declarution
that the “militants” weee not to be idens
tified with the Lee resolution.  Evidewtly
the hopes of a flirtation with the Nerman
Thomas extremme cight still lingers in the
breasts of the leaders of the lefe group.
On the other hand when Hilguit, with his
pscudo-Marxist profundity, branded the
lefts as “petty  bDourgeols aadicals”, @
left delegate interrupted with the eemack
that it nest be Morman Thomwas to whom
Hillguit was referring? 5o the begin-
aings of an understnding of the real
class role of the Thomas tendency secms
te be penetrating the leftward movement,
altho o fulse estimution on this guestivn
still remuins the biggeat pitfall i the
way of developing leltward movement.
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THE PERSPECTIVES OF THE LEFY-
WARD MOVEMENT

The Jiflerentiation process in the Ho-
cialist Party not ooly rellects a similar
provess taking plice intecnaticnally wich
in the Social-democratic movement, it is
also an expression of degp changes toke
ing place o the American labur move
ment, i the realignment of forces with-
in the trade uniens, in the emergenge of a
new left wing, From this viewpoint there
is o close inner conoection between thy
developinents e the Sociulist parte and
the processes at work in the Conference
fur Progressive Labor Action (“Muste
movement” Y Both Stanley und Onoeal
are leading lipures in the CPLA and the
gap that Ls widening between them in
the 38 is reflected in another form in the
differentiaticn process under way in the
progressive movement iself.

The lefrwurd movement in the Social-
st Party Is still  cxtremely  Ooomatuce,
heterogencous in its composiion and w-
tely aworphous e its political outleok
Tt i3 oot yet the end—it s only the be
pinning., Realignments of {orces withio
the lelt wing and buetween the left wing
and the SP s o whole are inevitable as
the movement gains in maturity.

The most characteristic feature of the
leftward movement in the 2P is its polic-
cal short-sightedness, its politival blingd-
ness.  The lef grovp believes its wiew-
point to be fully compatible with the
fundamental principles of the Social-de-
moceatic movemeat.  They cunnot see
that between ity views cwen as tlle}f are
today and the foundation principles of the
Bocialist party Is already a fundomestal
chastn (witness the two resolutions on

The Line of the Communists

Russia) and thut even on strategical-tacti-
eal yguestion the dilferences are assuioe
ing u progranunatic character,  DBue whar
is hidden from dwm is very clear indeed
to Hiliquit and Oneal!

Twa roads lie before the lefeward
movement in the 5P either rowards Com-
munism  (which  meuns,  withdrawal—

valuatary or inveluntary-—from the SF
or to capitulation! No middle course is
permanently possible; this has been ade-
quately proved by the whele history of
centrist novelnents in Europe and in chis
country,  This too is =till unintellipible
to the leaders of the left group altho the
right wing burocrats appreciate it thor-
oly, *“Some of you will leave us just
as others have left wy before!” warned
QOueal at the city convention. ~

The inner contradictions within  the
leftward novement in the Socialise Parcy
are a mgn of it [unatere and transitory
development;  further  development  wilk
resulve  this contrudiction oo way o
the other. Buot the direction in which thiz
contradiction 13 ultimutely resolved will
not he independent of the attitude of the
Communists and of their course n rela
tivn to the developing faft wing in the
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THE LINE OF THE COM&UNISTL

The traditional policy of the Comuun
ists towards left wing dovelopments [n the
Socinl-democratic pattivs was clearly de
fined in the resolution of the Y1 Plenun
af the Comintern (1926):

“The attitude of the Cominteen sne
the Communist Parties towards the
growing uppositian within the reforw-
sk {erganizations) s guite clear, I
is the cutcome af the {undiments
vules of Bolshewist toctics: support at
all times for every opposition move-
ment within reformise political _ .
vrganizations which is directed against
the theory and practise ol these organ-
eations.  We cannat and must nat
wait until these lefe terdencivs erystal-
lize completely; we must use all our
cnergy and steength to help the op:
posilion  movement, btoooasslt these
warkers who are bepinning to shake
themselves free of reforodst ideology

In o word Companist  Parties
must be quick to respond to all pro-
cesses within the reformist organizae
tions—to  all  ideologicul  ferment—-
and do their utmost to help these cle-
ments within the relormist arganiza-
tions in theic srugple apgalost class
collaboration.” :

This line of policy received brilliaat
confirativn in practise in the suecessiul
campalgns carvied thru by the Commun
st fnterrational in connection with the
developoent of [eft wings in the Social
democrucies of Hungary, Austriy, Ger
many, etc.  Bot of course today the zt
titude of the Coumintern s quite diffcrent.
I the most seriows wiy the ultru-dbeft
line today eegards o]l leftward  muwe-
ments in the 51 as o conspirucy to ool
the workers™!  For the oflicial Come
aeieist Parey there can therefore be oo
question, of duing anything wleteser in
connection with eny lefbward movenent
in the S except heaplng uponr it mean
ingless wbuse,  Ewen a shurp eriticisin
ahel exposure ol the dangerous eveors
and shoitcamings of the lelts in the SF
are beyond the powers of the oficil lead-
ers of the Communist moevement toduy.

It therefore falls to us—the Conuwu
nist Opposition movenweni—to attentpt te
carry thru the tasks which the develop
ment of the class struggle puts belore th
Communist Party but which  the Parr
leaders consistently reluse to carry vut o
cver, to face.

PLAN HUGE SILVER LOAN TO GHINA

(Continued from Page 1)

ed from the Senate,
A & X

The proposal Tur a liege silver loan 1o
Chiang Kai-shek by the United States is
the principal part of u planned offensive
of Wall %treet for complete hegemony
in China. It s a plan, oo the one hagod, to
strengthen  the Nanking  governmoent
{whicls is the chosen agent of Amercan
imperialisin) and make its influence dow-
inant thruoowt Chesa, and, on the cther
hand, to wake Chiong Kairshek complete-
ly subsecvicut to Wall Street. The recent
relative consolidation of the Maoking pov-
ernment thru the defeat of the MNerthern
coalition provides n good basis {or such
an albieiapt,

Trom an economic vicwpoint the plo
is Lo seize o tight hold of the incaleylabl:
waluable Clinese mocker [or the United
States aud so help overcume the discrep:
ancy between  productive capicity and
matketing  possibilitics that lies at the
roor of the present coonermic crisis.  OFf
course such a salution of the crisls would
be made at the expense ol the Chincse
workers and farmers who would be sur-
tendered even mote thoroly than voday
to the tender mercies of the huge Amer-
ican banks and linancisl lhouses, than
whom no mote ruthless exploiters exist
in the whole world.

Tinally the proposal of the Senare sub-
comanittee is aimed at che rising revola-
tionzry movement in town and country
which afl of the murderous brutalities
wb Chiang Kairshele have not succeeded
in repressing.

It is clear that the plan of the Senate

subcomuittee will meer with prest resist
ance on the part of Great Brituin anc
Jupan since it is aimed o g large eaten
in destroying the influence of these puw
ers in Ching and in estublishing the un
disputed hegemony of Yankee 1mperin
The U 8. government is planning
to meet this vesistance by proposing b
“invite” other powers to pacticipute i
it the loarn-—playing second fiddle, o©
fourse ty the United States

Invoelved Do the whole affair s alse at
ateempt af the UL 5. A to win Canadi
and Australia for the Aoerican Chines
policy us opposed o the British course
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The Political Show at
Washington

“Third Party; Labor Party”
forum lecture by
HERBERT ZAM

This Sunduy at 8 . M
New Workers School

63 Madison Avenue

WNext Sunday Nighe:
David Saposs “Future of AF.L”




