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Proiests Can
Yorce Release
Of Negro Hero

Herndon Bail Fund Is
Tribute to Labor’s
Solidarity

By Anna Damon

(Acting National Secrctary. Inter-
national Lsbor Defense)

The tremendous victory of the 1|
L. D. in the Beottsboro case proves |

what mass pressure can do in an
appez] to the
preme Court.

We have a task now to complete |

this victery, to prevent new indict-
ments against these innocent bors,
to win their immediate, uncondi-
tional and safe relesse.

The same Supreme Coust which
was forced to grant a second re-
versel of the lynch-.verdits against
the Scottsboro boys. now has before

it the casé of Angelo Hernden. Our |
victory in the Scottsboro case poinis |

the road for victory in the Herndon
case

The day phen the U. S. Supreme
Court is to hear the sentence agsinst
Angelo Herndon appealed, is diaw-
ing verv closs. On or about April
11. Whitnev North Seymwour, attor-
new for (he International Labor
Defense, will bring before that court
the arguments of the workers,
against sending this yvoune Negro
organizer to serve a term of 18 to
20 vears on the Georgia chain gang
reality, to his death.

After 26 months in the terrible
dungeon of Fulten Tower prison in
Atlanta, Angelo Herndon stepped
forth last August, for the tim= be-
ing a free man. Pennv bv penny.
the workers had raised $15.007 to
get Herndon out of prison. on bail
The storv of how Hernden WwWas
teken from jail is a stirring stor- of
workir,~-class devotion. Today. when
the Herndon cese is again drawing
to a climax, it is worth while to re-
call that story

For more than two years the
Georgia lynchers refused to set bail
for Herndon. While the boy's health
was slowly being drained awav by
the fiith, the -discomfort. the starv-
ation. and the extremes of heat and
cold in his cell in Pulton Tower
prison. the Georgia officials were
deal to all the demands of the In-
tern®2tional Labor Defense. voicing
the desires of the workers, that bail
be set for Herndon, so that he m.ght
have at lgast a few months of [ree-
dom. Bui at last the yoice of the
indignant workers became s0 loud
that even the Georgia lvnchers had
to listen Thev set the sum of
$15.000 for bail — certain that i
wnuld never he furnished

The 1. L. D. sént out a call—and
the workers responded. In 23 short
davs, they raised, penny by pennv
dollar by dollar, not the $15.000 the
Georgia rulers demanded. but the
enormous sum of $18723.85! Those
of us who were in the headquarters
©f the I. L. D. at this time, who
received the workers coming with
contributijons, who read the letters
that accompanied the hundreds of
loans and' donations arriving in the
mails, saw passing befcre pur very
eves . a drama of working-class
sacrifice, .devotion and heroism

Two huyndred and fiftyv-five indi-
viduals gave from $1 to 85: 55 gave
as much as $100 or more. But every
penny. every dollar given o' loaned
meant a sacrifice

¥n those days the Americin work-
ers knew Angelo Herndon only
through what they hesrd and
through what they read. But now,
almost eight months later. hundreds
of thousands from coast o coast
have seen Angelo Herndon. have
heard him speak. have pressed his
hand Thev know

—’lp

him for the
eourageous vouthful leader thet he
i And these thnusanc the
thought ‘hat He ndon must go back
' the chain gang. tn torture and
death is intole-ab’s

There 1t much at stake in the de-
ciripn which the Supreme Court will
render. after it has heard the appeal
of the . L. D in the Herndon case
There iz at staks the right of the
workers to organize. to strike to
read workers' litergture, to demand
Bread and shelter, nd-to belone to
the organizatiens of the working-
cless. There is at s ake the ele-
mentarv richis of the Negro peonie.

The warking-class th-t, out of its
huhzer and i's voverty brought for-
wa d the sum of 817,000 to free An-
gelo Horndon. will not le  lerndon
p~ ¢~ the chain-cang. The struggle
must now, more than ever, take the
form of demenstratiors that " will be
herrd in the very chambers of the
Suoreme Court What thet court
vill decide denends not so much
upon the proof of Herndon's inno-
rence — {f innocence and con-tity»-
tional rights wers the chief hesie
for decisions. Herndon would never
have spent A day in p it~ What
the 0. & Suprrme Cocrri decides in
the ease of Ant~lo Herndon, de-;
pends first »f 211 upon the senti-
men' they fee! ambng the people.
the extent to which the depermina-
tion of the masses that Herndon
thell go free. can make ftself known
b that court
¥ To this end, greater demonsira-
tions. a greater flood of protesis.

It has taken thousands of dollars
to free Herndon temporarilv, and |

tn

him. should be rushed to Room $10,
B0 East 11th Street, New York City. |
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Wm. Patterson
Hails Reversal
On Scottsboro

Cable fror;l’ I.CL.D. Head
Urges Fight for Other

Class-War Prisoners

NEW Y OR K —"Qongratula'ions
on this history-meking victory.” Wil-
liam L. Patterson, National Secre-
tary of the International Labor De-
fense, cabled the I. L. D. today from
Moscow, after recciving news of the
reversal by the U. S. Suypreme Court
of the death sentencee against two
of the Scottsboro defendants, Hay-
wood Patterson and Clarence Nor-
ris. Petterson. whose hez’til broie
down chiefly as the result of his
intense astivitics for 82ottshoo free-
dom. is resting in a samatorium in
the Soviet Union.

“Congratulations on this history-
making victory It is & complete
vindication ¢f international working
class soliderily and acticns, and of
the pJlicy of the International La-
bor Defense. Ii is a vindicition of
our fight on Scottsboro as a hroad

struggie for democratic riehtis for
all American toilers. and ia Negro
liberation sirugzies in particular.
“Consolidate these historic move-
ments ageinst reaction Intensify
the struezle for the fredom of Moo-
rev. Billings, Hemdnan, M:Nemera,

on the bazis of this viciory. Pre-
pare the ma<ses 1o meef the danger
of lynchine. Fight the illusions of
the fzirmees of the Supreme Court.
which remzins the: court of last {l-
lusions

“This victorv revives the heroic
revolutionary traditions of the Ne-
gro people.. It raises the struggle
for natiomal liseration to a higher
pelitical Jevel

“Build the 1. I. D. in strugele.”

Greetings from Red Aid

Frcm the Executive Committee of
the Iniernational Red Aid, parent
organization of the International
Lebor Defense in all countries, came
the following cable on the S~ottstoro
victory

“Hearty coraraiulstions to the In-
terna.ional Labor Dcfense and to tpe
American tollers. The Scoitsbote
decision 18 a victory for the werld
campiign of the Inlermalional Red
Aid and for the solidarity eof the
black and white werkers.”

- .

Prom the Canadian Labor D~fense
League, ceme the following tele-
grem

“The National Executive Commit-
te¢ of the Canadian Iabor Defense
Lezgue greets the mighty victory of
the Intermational Labor Defense in
the Socttsboro cases. It pledges its
stéady surport in the struggle for
Negro rights and workers' freedom ™

600 Daily Workers
Sold at West Virginia

4000 members of
Workers of peraded to
celebrate Mitchell Day, anniversary
of ghe institution of the eight-hour
dayv for miners .

Daily Worlier salesmen “deciared
sher covid have sold hundreds more,
if they had had them on hand.

Among the hanners carrisd in the
perace was one cailing for the free,
dom of Tom Mooney.

Carter Is Cheered
By Latest Victory
In Scottsboro Fight

By LESTER CARTER
(Defense Witness)

I am glad to know of the great
victory which has been won :n
the.Scotisboro case. It has been
a long. hard struggle, and I am
glad to sav I never let up for one
minute. I know it was ma-ss
pressure that helped us win this
victory. because I toured all the
country with~Mrs. Patterson and
Richard B. Moore, and we spoke
in more than 80 cities and or-
[ganized the campaign.

The U. 8. High Court had to
give these boys a new trial after
all the evidence thet was given
them and all the protest they got
from all over the U. 8. The I.
L. D. is going to fight this case
to a finish,:which means com-
pleie freedom for these boys. and
I hope erll those people who have
supported the fizht until now
will continue to do all they can
and get the others to do the
same

Chicago Unions Back
Metal Workers® Sirike
At Die Casting Plani

(Dzily Worker Midwest Burcau

CHICACO. N1, Aprii 5.--Assist
by organizations,
gtrikers of the Paragon Die Cacting
Company entered the third week of
their =iruggle. A picket line of
more than 100 marched before the
plant todav. Police intimidation
failed to break the fine spirit among
the strikers,

The Metal Workers Industrial
Union and Mechanics Educational
Society are he!ping the strikers to
collect relief funds. ‘7Tnions and
sympathetic organizat.ons were
asked to help supply pickets. who
should report daily, at 7 a.m., at
2701 North Crawford Avenue,

o

other workers’

British Press
Features News
Of Scottsboro

Engdahl-Wright Tou F
Recalled in Story
of U.S. Frame-Up

I.ONDON. April 2.—-The derisinn
of the U. 8. Supreme Court in the
Scoltsboro case received prominent
display yesterday in newspapers
here and throughout England.

The Lendon News Chronicle fea-
tured it as the bigzest n-ws of the
day, and also commentad editorially
on the decision.

he London Mirror recalied the
trip to England by the Scotisboro
Mother, Mrs. Ada Wright. who, witn
the late J. Louis Engdah!, toured
many European countries under the
auspices of the Internaticnal Red

Aid to mobilize mass protests
again-t the lvnch verdicts Eng-
dahl and Mrs. Wright were hounded
throughont the entire tour by the
U. S. State Deparimen At the in-

stigation of the State Department,

thev were arresied in several coun-
tries. held in jail overni on one
occz.ion and were depo “ from
Bel2inm T were ps: ted to
rem7in in England onlv ten days.

Engdahl. former national secre-

tary of the International Labor Ds-
fense. died in Moscow. at the end
of the tour. as a result of his perse-
by

cution police in the capitalist
countries he visited with Mrs.
Wright.

I. Sack, Philadelphia, writes:
“The Daily Worker is undcubt-
edly the most powerful iInstru-
ment of the workers in their
strike struggles. . . . Enclosed yeu
will find a check for $6 for re-
newal.”

Officials Fear
Facts on Negro
Life in Harlem

A‘led Scare’ Fails to

Conceal Source of
Poverty, Misery

By I. Amter
District Organizer, Communist
Party, N. Y. [
“The Grand Jury and the District |
Attorney are trying to get informa-
tion against people who ndvocate‘

the overthrow of the republican
form of government by force and
violence, We are going after them
{and we expect to get them.' —Dis-
trict Attormev Dodige, N. Y. Times.
March 29, 1935.

The above s:iatement makes |t
clear that District Attorney Dodge
|and the LaGuardia administration
are not anxious to learn what caused
the so-called “rio¥” in Harlem on
March 19. On the eontrary, La-
Guardia and Dodge know that a real
exposure of conditions in Harlem
will not onl* show up the Pusicn-
Wall Street Administration, but also
the whole Tammany gang control
of New York City.

Any one at all conversant with
conditions in Harlem — even the
worst enemy of the Communist
Party in Harlem — frankly admits
today that the Communists were
not to blame for the riot in Harlem,
but that basic to the elemental ont-
burst of hatred and resentment dis-
played on March 19 were the hun-
ger. misery, high rents, denial of
'righh, poli~e hrutality, ete., ta which
the nearly 300.000 Negroes of Upper
Harlem and the 150.000 Latin-Amer-
icans of Lower Harlem are gub-
| Jected .

Does District Attorney Dodge dare
to denv that relief in Harlem |is
lower than in other parts of the
eitv? Of course not. TIs it not a
well-known fact that more than a
vear azn instructions were {ssued
by the Weifare Department of New
York that “those nationalities that
are accustomed to a lower standard
of living shall get a lower stardard
of relief —sperifying Negroes, Latin
| Americans and Italians? Ts it not
a  well-established faet that the
Harlem Relief Buros are given less
funds to disiribute in relief and rent
than “better sections” of the
city? Is it not a fact that tuber-
culosic is far more widesnread in

Hatlem than in other sec'ions? Ix
it nnt a fact that rent for Necroes
in Harlem s fdar higher than for

whites? And above ail. ran an
ones dispute that unemployment is
, more widespread among the Negroes
of Harlem-—-as among the Negroes
throughout the city and country—
than among the whites?

+ LaGuardia and Dodge are tryving
to d~dge these facts. They are try-
ing to ind a Communist “riot” as
having caused this expicsion of an-

the

ger in Harlem. Tn other words thev
are tvmg to find a goat for the
hru 2litv and hunger syvstem that

the capitalist class of New Vork has
established acainst the Nezroes

We Communists have nothing to
conceal. Where the workers are in
struggle, there the Communists will
be found organizing and leading the
workers. For years Communists
have pointed out the fearful condi-
tions in Ha:lem. We were called
“demagogues.” “exaggerating condi-
tions™ for the purpoze of bringing
forward the P . . For years Com-
munists in Unempioyment

the
Councils have led the tncemoloyed

in struggle for relief, for ‘clo hes,
to prevent evictions. etc. We have
forced the authorities to grant more
relief, while at the same time police
clubs and jail sentences have rained

on the head of Communists and
militant wo.kers, both Negro and
white.

For vears we have fought against
the butcherv of Negroes in the Har-
lem hospitals, and the discrigqiia-
tion aga'nst Negioes in all the in-
titutions New York. For three
vears and more Communists have
poin‘ed to the Negroes and
white workers of Harlem that
Scottsbern is not only in the South,
bacansze the condi*ions In the north
are leading to mon-e {rame-ups, more
murders of Negroes

Now we have Harlem—and the
Communists “are to blame!”

District Attorney Dodge thinks
that he can cnver up the criminal
conditions which the Negroes of
Harlem and of this country are sub-
jected to by raising the howl of
“overthrow of the repubiican form
of government hy force and vie-
ience.” Who is using force and vio-
lence in Harlem and throughout the
country? Who murdered 16 work-

™

cut

ASSAILS DODGE

I. Amter

ers during the textile strike? Who
smashes the heads of worgers on
picket lines in New York City and

throughout the country? Wha or-
ganizes gangs of vigilantes and
American Libsrty ILecagues, etc.,
against the worke:s? Who, but

mayors like LaGuardia, district at-
torneys like Dodge all over the coun-
try! .

The Communists cannot be ousted
fromy Harlem, Mescrs. Dodge and
LaGuardia Neither Negro Com-
munists nor white Communists.
Wherever there s a suffering
worke:, there the Communtsts will
be. Wheraver workers are attacked
and assaujted. as were the Toriers
nf Harlem_ both Negroiand white on

March 19, there the CoHmmunists
will be. Wherever efforts are not
made to change these conditions,

more Communicts will be developed,
both Negrn and white. Neither La-

Guardia, Dodge. the fasrist Hearst |

the Rev. Wm. R. McCann nor the
whole rapitalist clazs will be able
to drive the Communists, white and
Negro, out of Harlem

On the~ contrary, the Negroes of
Harlem todavy know that there iz
only ene Party that really fichts
against all the dezradation they
have to accept in  Harlem as
throughout the ¢yuntry, and that is
the Communist Party.

And while we are about it, let us
ask LaGuardia and Dodge and the
Wall Street banke:s whom they
represent a few questi What
about the conditions among the Ne-
groes in Brownsville, in Williams-
burg, in Crown Heaights, in Queens?
Are thev not living in “houses™ unfit
even for a dog to live in? Are these
“houses” not tumble-down shacks
without a single accommeodation?
Is relief for the Negroes in these
sectiens the same as relief for
whites—as miserable as the latter is,
as reported by LaGuardia's own Un-
employment Relief Commission? Is
unemployment mnot just as rife
among the Negro masses in the
other sections of the city as in
Harlem? Perhaps the Communists
arte “to blame” {or this, too. Messrs,
LaGuardia and D-~dge.

And how abnut the Negroes in
Chicagn, Cleveland. Pittsburgh. De-
troit, 8t. Louiz, and throughout the
South? They, too. prohabiv have no
grievances—and if th>y have, the
Communists are “to blame”—they
want to “overthrow the republican
form of government by force and
vielence.”

We tell you. as we tell the Negro'

and whit> masses of this country,
that there will b2 no end to hunger
discrimination. terror, deniel of, all
rights, etc.. untir the workers of
this country. Negro snd white. put
an end to this “republican form of
government” and establish a rev-
olutiona.y Wourkers' Government in
the U. 8.

And who will use force and vie-
lence then as they are using it to-
day against the Negro and white
workers? Tt will be the LaGuardias.

Dodges, Hearsts, Coughlins. Huey
Longs, MacFaddens etc, the out-
spoken champions of {ascism in the
U. S. tcday. The wcrkers will have
to face your v nce then as we
face it toda: the wor'iers will
be assured. as thev are iadsv, that
thev will have a Communist Part®y
that can and does organize. them
for this strugele

We can aszsure vou. Messrs. Dodge
and LaGua-dia. that rou will rot
find goats in the Communists. The
Harlem ‘“riot” will lead to the ex-
posure cf all of you as nothing be-
fore has. We Communists pledge
to the maszes nf Harlem rnd the
workers thrcugheut the country
that this vill be so. And in this
exposure we will organize the work-
ers in a struggle that will put an
end to your hunger and police ter-
ror, and a' last liberate the masses
of this count:y.

| Professor Williams Honored by Soviet Masses

(Special Lo the Dally Werker)

MOSCOW, April § (By Cable).—
"1 have passed through thrse revo-
lutions —and not simply passed
through but actively participated in
them.” That wag the answer of
T2-year old Prdfessor Vassily Wil-
liams to a young English scientist
who asked how the old academician
hzd managed to preserve the gual-
| ities of fervent energy and efficiency.

-Today the entire Soviet press

notes the 50th anniversary of Prof- |

essor Williams' scientific work as a

in, agriculture. ‘They made
name as a world scientist. Dur-
a century of scientific la-

collective farm fields.
Aided Early Struggies
Professor Williams is the son of
.an American engineer and a Rus-
SIAn peasant woeman, and as far
Pack as the eighties of the last
century, when he wrote his first

| severe punishment. Before the police |
./ had time %o enter the hall where

book. he was a friend of revolution-
ary youth.

The Mnscow Governor-General,
Dubasoff, had good cavse to com-
plain in his report to the Czar on
the revolutionary events of 1905
about the disorder in the Agricul-
tural Academy, directed by Wil-
liams. In 1808 the “disorder”
reached such a point that the gov-
ernor-general himself came to
search the students’' quarters. Wil-
liams warned the students of the
search, and no ‘compromising”
materials were found. )

Outwitted Police

At the beginning of 1907 a secret
Bolshevik meet{ng was held in the
Academy. The police made a raid.

The students were in danger of |

the meeting was proceeding, Direc-
tor Williams umexpectad'y entered.
He sizpped on .the platform and
began to lecture: “Centlemen, we
ended our last lectur> on the sig-
nificance of sofl strusture and the
role of the plow, ., .”

This improvised lscture by the
professor lasted two hours. The

By Vern Smith

police were forced to apologize that

they had “come to the wrong place.”

“My free creative scientific work

for socialism began from Octiober,

1917." said Williams once. ‘“‘Since

then T began to grow young.” That

this siatement is not mere words
is shown by the fact that 35 works
were writien during 33 vears of the
pre-revelutionary scientific work of

Williams, but 97 works were com-

posad during the 17 years after the

October Revolution. From the first

days of October Williams entered
|the ranks of its active fighters. The |
doors of the Agricultural Academy
were held wide open before the prc-
{letarian youth. At Williams' ini-
| tiative the workers and faculty in
|the Academy were thoroughly or-
| ganized.

“What if the walls of the lecture-
halls burst? What if lines form at
the docrs of laboratories?. Soak:up
 knowledge, carry it to the people”
Williams urged the youth.

Millions of collective farmers
know the name of Williams in réyo-
lutionary science. His modest home
near Moseow is a place of pilgrim-
age for collective farmers, agricul-
tural specialists and young scien- |

|the government will

lective

tists from all parts of the country
With good reassn he is cailed the
“Senior. Agricultural Specialist of
the Savist Union.”
Joined C. P. Saviet U'nion

8ix years ag> Willlams joined the
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union. He bears with honor the
igh title of Bolshevik. His breast
1s decorated with the order of the
R*d Banper of Labor. Since 1922

: Professor Williams has been a mem-

ber of the Mos¢cow Soviel and since
1928 an irreplacable member of the
Central Executive Ccmmittee of the
Soviet Union.

Today in the columned hall of
the Moscow House of Trade Unions
resent the
Acsdemician with the honorable
and weli-earned Order of Lenin.

Masses of greetings from the col-
farms, scientific organiza-
tions, _educatlomal instliutions and
scientisis in the Soviet Union and
abrped have arrived for Williams.
Grdetin2s were reczived from the

biggost. soil specialists and scientists

in the Unifsd Biates, France, Ger-
many, Czechcsiovakia, Hungary.
Switzeriand, Holland, Sweden and
Ausiralia,

Reversal Points Road to Herndon Victory

y'Epic’ Leader
United Front Actions

By Harold J. Ashe

(Harold J. Ashe, the auihor of
this article, was state secretary of
the Socialist Party, at the time
Sinctzir joined the Demoeratic
Party and announced his candi-
dacy for Governor. While Sin-
clair was forming a “onited front”
with the party of reaction. Ashe
was fighting within the Socialist
Pariy for a united front with the
Communist Party, and finally in
complete disgust with the Rocial-
ist Party joined the Cemmunist
Party. For that reason, Ashe's
analysis of the Sinclair statement
on the united front is particularly
significant.—Editor’s nete.)

LOS ANGELES —Bitterly assail-
ing united fronts of the working
class, Upton Sinclair. Epic leader,
in a thousand word article in Epie
News. has warned his [ollowers
against the “tactics” of the Com-
munist Party.

Sinciair, whos» contact with his
own followe:rs -daily is becoming
more remote, lamely admits that he
learned through “a friend of mine”
of a united front of Epics, Utopians,
Communists, trade union groups.
et

This friend told Sinclair that “it
was flne to see some of the voung
Epics there and some of the young
Utopians The Communists are
planning an organization in which
thev can all cooperate.”

Silent on United Front Aims

The united front, which Sinclair
does naot call by name and which
he carefullv does not describe as to
it= purposes. is the Joint Action
Conference for Protection of Labor's
Civil Rights. Its program includes
fighting for release of the 15 Sacra-
mento prisoners. repeal of the Crim-
ina! Syndicalism L~w. reinstatement
of the locked-out Los Angeles rail-
wayv strikers and several other fun-
damental issues involving ccnc-etely
the rights of California labor.

“The basic princinle upon which
the Epic movement stands iz the
right and power of the people to
solve our pressht economic prohlems
bv democratic conszent.” explains
Sinclair in his article. “The basic
principle upon which the Commu-
nist movement is founded is a rcon-
viction that democracy jis a delusion
and a snare for the workers, and
that the onlv way our economic
| pioblems can be solved is by the
overthrow of democratic govern-
ment and the setting wp of a dic-
tatorshin of the proletariat.”

Sinclair insist that “between
these two points of view there can
be no comoromise. and consequentiy
there ran b* no cooperaiion between
Enics and Communiste”

Siprlair., hy his own logic. no
¢ ubt would raise the que-tion of
politica]l differenc~s even in a sink-
ing life-boat. and debate the ques-
tion of whether an Epic and Com-
munist might bail out the water to-
gether or not. And. while the ar-
gument was raging, the boat would
sink

ITEM: Sinclair. the leader. is not
in the sinking boat. Sinclair is on
the shore, shouting throngh =a
mepzpicne to his drornine Evicite

Mr. Sinclair must be reminded
despite his protestetions of
poverty, that this “povertv” is only
ralative. He must be reminded that
he is not on county relief or 8. E.
R. A he is.in no danger of golng to
a transient labor camp: he Is not
on trial at Sacramento, or remotelv
likely to be: he is not a worker and
therefore not economically con-
cerned with the necessity for union-
ization: nor is he on strike and up
against Fascist terror and police
brutalitv: he is not in danger of
disf.anchis>ment because he Is .a
pauper.”

On “Democratic Consent”

The-» things. which Mr. Sinclair
is aloof from, which leave him un-
ton~hed. are ovrofoundly affecting
woarkers and the middle-class. An
Epic unemployed worker feels an
S. F. R. A. ent as desperately as

)

that.

dnes a Communist or Utopian or
Mug-wump
Sinclair, himself. on Nov. T bit-

terly hinted theat the election had
been stolen from him bv the Mer-
riam gang. yet ha talks about “dem-
oc atic consent™ If the eleciion
was stolen from him—and there is
re~son to so believe — then the
“democratic consent” of the voters
went for naught. and was only one
more piece of evidence providing to
the workers tha! for themn, at least,

capitalist democracv is indeed “a
delusion and snare.”
Mr. Sinclair's “voung friend.”

who is properly enthusiastic about
our united front for lebor eivil
rizhts, can himself set Mr. Sin-
clgir right on one point. namely’
that Communsts in this united
front are the ones most eaqer to
broaden the uniied front and are
doing all in their power to keen it
from becoming a narow. hide-
 bound group. Mr. Sinclair's edito-
rial, to the contrary, if it haz an
effect upon Epnic followers, will tend
to narrow the United Pront .
Thanks tnr Mr. Sinclair’s d+finition
of the essentia] characteristics of
the Epic movement. namely “dem-
ocratic consent,” it i8 now possible
to point out to Epi¢ members and
symoathizers that if thev devend
solely upon this formula, they must
| wait patiently untiz the Fall of
| they , may again baitle for their
rights against the master class.
Unity for Immediats Needs
The Co I Party, on the
other hand, believes in fighting for
immediate demands for the workers

here and NOW-—not {8 walting until |

the apparatus of “democratic con-
sent” is again made “avatiable™
Regardiess of the politicians in
office and the labels they may hap-
pen ta wear, workerst ean fores con-
cessions from them NOW. Work-
,ers can force them fto stop their

| 1936, almost two more years erfe

Fights

Upton Sinclair Opposes Joint Struggle for the
Sacramento Defendants, Repeal of Vicious
Criminal Syndicalist Law on the Coast
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attacks upon the working class. Bu§
workers cannot do this, so long as
“leaders.” such as Mr. Sinclair, raise
| the question of whether the worke
| ers accept the principle of “deme
| ocratic consent.” or, the principle of
the “dictatorship of the proleta-tat *
| Certainly, the Communist Party,
which Mr. Sinclair would have you
believe is very sectarian and hidee
hound. does not ask workers to are
cept the dictatorship of tha prolee
tariat a8 a requirement for partie
cipation In united front struggles.
It -emains far Mr. Sinciair to ine
Ject such an issue,

Strongly- as does the Communis$
Party feel upon the guestion of the
dictatorship of thhe proletariat, it
does not raise this issue . in the ime-
mediate struggles of the workers as
expressed in united fronts. Being
rooted in the working class, having
as its leaders membe:s of the work-
ing class who are not merely close
to, but a part of the victims of cap-
italist oppression. the Communist .
Party insists that the burning ise
sues, Mr. Sinclair, are (1) food,
clothing and sheiter and sconomie
security; (2)<right of workers to or-
ganize, strike and picket; (3) War
and PFascism.

These, Mr. 8inclair, are the lssues!
These are the issnes that work-
ers in their daily struggles are con-
fronted with. These are the issues
that Impel and compel workers to
unite. each with the other, re.
gardless of their pregrammatic. po-
litical, religlous ar®d other difere
ences. )

Unity “From Above” i

Two other points raised by Mr.
Sinclair must be cleared up. He
says further that “They (the Third
International) explain that by this
policy (United Front Frem Below)
they will not have anything to do
with the leaders of Socialist or Dem-
ocratic movements, but merely 1y
to win the rank and flle.” :

The Communist Party of the .
8. A. has gone to the Socialist Party
of America almost every time its
national executive committee has
! met for the past two vears. trving
to effect & united front . with the
latter. Without exception thev rave
been rebuffed by the sime kind of
spe-ious arguments advanced by
Mr. Sinclair.

In Germany, too, the Social Dem-
ocrats haughtily refused 'to unite
with the Communists ~ against
Hitler. The results are 30 painfully
appa:ent, that Socialists do not like
to dwell upon it. Yet today. Social=
ist leaders are reneating the mise
takes of the 3orial Demacratic |sad-
ers of Germany

Moreover, 3inclair's eagerness to
dennunce the uniied fron' reveals
quite cleariv that he wishes t(o

‘condition™ his followers to the
point where. upon the basis of his
unfair statement, they will reject a
united front whenever and whe-ever
it may be presented to them for
| lemocratic action. In the mean-
time, it is significant that this
question, as with many other moot
qusstions. has not e’en been per-
mitted to go to your membership,
but is allowed to die in the bureau-
cratie Nnarrow, !_]hf?pl"‘“f‘h'hl:\ﬂ

End Poverty League Board of Di-
rectors. ‘This lasl is expecially sig-
nificant in view of Sinclair's en-
lightening declaration that Epie
subscribes to the principle o’ “dem-
ocratic consent.” Inner-organiza-
tional prectice of the principle of
“democraiic consent.’ evidentiy
cannot be permitted the rank and
file.

In closing. T wish to propose as
recommended reading for Mr. Upton

Sinclair, his own newspaper, name-
1v: The Epic News, March 4. 1935,

issue, and the article on Impertal
Valley where “democratic consent™
and democratic institutiecns  are
plaving havoe with workers’ rights
This article appearsd in the same
issue and on the same page as 3in-
clair's tirade against United FPronts,
It, by simple reporting of facts,
sFould make Sinclair blush with
shame. -

Chan'ge »Urged
In Marine Bill

WASHINGTON. April 5 —Opposi-
tion to the discrimination against
| seamen on small ships, embodied
in the Sirovich Bill to increase
liabilities of big ship owners In case
of accident, was voiced Wednesday.
by William L. Standard, seamen's
attornev. when the bill was dis-
cussed defore the House Merchant
Marine Committee, here.

‘The S8irovich Bill is d=sign®d |o
increase the Hability of steamship
eompanies in sea dizasters such ps
the burning of the Marro Castle, on
which 135 lives were lost

The bill, however, makes provi-
sions for Hability on the besis of
the tonnage of vessels, at the rile
of 8100 por ton. This gives s*amen
|who wcrk on tugs, lighiers, barges
|and canal boats very little proteg-
tion, Mr. Standard pointed out

Standard propcsad that the bil!
be amended to make owners of ves-
sels of 500 tons or la2as carry Iin-
surance amounting to $10,000 jor
each member of the crew. As the
i bill reads now, he said. seamen on
small crafts will be discriminated
agains:.

“We have been abie to Increpse
our bundls and oblain subs”



