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LaGuardia Regime Starves Negroes, James Ford Proves
POLICE BRUTALITY, 
RELIEF CUTS AND 
EVICTIONS SHOWN

. ■ -

1 ]
|,A GUARDIA’S POLICE CLUB WORKERS

Ford, in Testimony Before Mayor's Committee, 
Demands End of Jim Crow; and No 

More Relief Discrimination

A story of deliberate starvation of unemployed Negroes, 
of murderous police brutality, forced labor, Jim Crow and 
evictions, was vividly told by James W. Ford in his testi­
mony before the Mayor’s Commission on Conditions in 
Harlem. - ,

Ford, organirer of the Harlem Section of the Commu­
nist Party, who testified on Saturday, April 13, proved with 
names and cases every charge of oppression of the Negroes 
and Latin Americans in Harlem at tlje hands of the La­
Guardia administration. Ford’s testimony follows:

By James W. Ford
I want to speak of the most appalling situation out of 

which the terrible life of the people of Harlem flows. It is 
estimated by various sources. Urban League, etc., that up­
ward of 80 per cent of Ha: lem’s population is unemployed. 
An analysis of the relief situation in Harlem will show that 
th** majority ot the population Is f

WORKERS MUST ANSWER NEW 
DRIVE OF BOSSES BY FORMING 
FIGHTING, MASS LABOR PARTY

Example of Staunton 
Points Road to 

United Front

without work and without adequate | ^hed room* Not one such room in 
relief. Tt Is fairly accurately cati- a thousand has an exclusive bath, 
mated that in Harlem 40 per cent of, as a result of this situation there 
all those who apply for relief are | has been a sweeping reduction in 
rejected. Over 75 per cent of these | ren^ relief of from two to three 
are rejected because of insufldent dollars In Harlem Families have 
residential verification. | to make up for their rent with their

The principal precincts in Har- food checks. Even *16 per month 
lem are 26 . 28 and 32. Precinct 26 cannot cover the rent of a Harlem 
has on relief about 7,500 eases; i flj-e.txap.
Precinct 28 about 6.000. and Pre- i j ^ye an example. Sadie Town- 
clnct 32 about 15 000. This is a sej^j who liVed at 129 West 134th 
total of about 28.500 cases on relief street, had a *16 rent check, yet 
in Harlem, including Latin Ameri- thP landlord, Mr Schenps, of 550 
cans and children. Lenox Avenue, evicted her because

The average number of persons she would not surrender her food 
per case, according to the report check to him also. Often the mar- 
of the Mayor's Committee for the shals work with the landlords to 
dtv Is 18 Tills would therefore PViCt families without dispossess 
mske about 50.000 people getting sendee. Many families are evicted 
relief In Harlem. The Negro popu- within twenty-four hours under 
lation ranyes from 200,000 to 350.000 frame-up notices. For example. 
It is clear from these figures that! Eugene Falkner. marshal, has car- 
very much less then 50 per cent r^d an eviction of George
o' vTlem's unemployed is getting jone5 from 129 west 134th Street, 
relief under such conditions. Often per-

Budgetary Amounts wng living in furnished rooms will
The pverage amount of relief per receive no allowance for gas and 

family for other pads of the city Is light.
$42 per month. For Harlem the Residence Proof
average p*r family is from 25 to 30 one of the worst swindles Is 
per cent less, or about $28. Food residential proof, which requires 
prices in Harlem are from 10 per | Cne must prove two years resi- 
cert to 20 per cent higher, with in- dence in the city. Because of the 
ferior grades of food, than in other red tape and the arbitrary powers 
parts of the ci'y. of the relief administration over

In Feb-unry P’-ecinct 26 spent fourteen thousand Negro families 
*2!'* 000 for relief. Taking the have been relected under this rule, 
average for the three precincts :n and ^gt Df them have actually 
Hafleih. we get about $800,000 cr.- uved in Harlem over two years 
pended in the month of February. Residential proof must consist of 
T^e'e figures Indicate that the aas ar!(j electric bills or letters to 
monthly allowance in Harlem » ^e applicants addressed at a New 
about -$16 per person or slightly York address with old post marks 
mo~? than 50 cen s a dnv for food, jt js C]ear that roomers have no 
rent clothing, gas and light. such bills. And many people do

The city is appropriating about not keep bills over such a long 
f?0 000.000 a month for all forms pe-joj and therefore cannot prove 
of relief. Only about one-half of 110 the satisfaction of the relief ad- 
one month's appropriation, of 4 , ^^tratipn residence in New York 
per cent of the citv s yearly relief tor two years However, even when 
bill Is appropriated to run Har- hona fide‘proof is presented, there 
lem's thre* relief buros. are rejections.

Clothing Relief Work ReHef Discrimination
Only about 60 per cent of the Except for snow jobs. Harlem gels 

active cases, or 17.090 families have a sma]] quota of work jobs. Almost 
received any clothing checks during no sjc<]ied jobs go to Negroes. There
1h# r»rpv*nt w'nt/r Rut what aort ,___ ,___ ____ _______

Police, on orders of the LaGuardia Admintatra'ion. arc shown attacking a picket line of the National 
Biscuit' Company strikera. In the testimony of James Ford, appearing on this pnge. is given proof that La- 

Guardia's poliec beat Negro workers who were trying to get unemployment relief. Some were beaten to 
death. DEMAND AN END OF POLICE BRUTALITY AGAINST WORKERS, DEMAND AN END TO THE 
OPPRESSION AGAINST NEGROES.

• By BILL GEBERT
Comrade Browder, at the Ex- 

traordinarv National Conference of 
the Communist Party in July, 1933, 
gave an analysis of the Roosevelt 
N. R. A., New Deal policy, explain­
ing that the N. R. A. paves the 
way for fascism, that its class con­
tent is anti-labor. This correct,
Marxist explanation of the pro­
capitalist character of the N. R. A. 
has been confirmed by the events! 
which followed.

Norman Thomas of the Social^
Party, on the contrary, hailed' the 
N. R. A. as something that “opens 
the way for a peaceful transition 
to Socialism.” William Green of the 
A. F. of L. saw in the N. R. A. a 
“new chapter for labor.”

The introduction of the N. R. A 
marked the sharpest attack upon 
the economic conditions of the 
masses, upon the civil rights of the Progressive Miners 
workers and Negro people. Section local unions of the 
7a. a symbol of "pro-labor ' legis­
lation. as interpreted by the re­
formist, turned out to be tfte very 
instrument fostering yellow com-

W RITES UNITY Uoimhuimts Mu*t Not 
^Hiae Uarty Face 

in l niter! Front

BILL GEBERT

Assembly, which consis's of dele­
gates from the local anions of the 

of America. 
A F of L.. 

Womens Auxiliaries of the P. M. 
A. and the Illinois Workers Al­
liance untonimously decided to 
propose to the whole labor move­
ment in this mining town the or-

workers in such united front fully 
for the program of the Communist 
Party. And this t^sk and objec- 
iicular tendency that we observe in 
the forming of a labor ticket In the 
Illinois corl fields and these par 'c- 
U’ar opportunistic tendencies r-*n 
be observed in many other united 
front activities.

The outstanding example hew 
not to form the united front is the 
case of Madison. Illinois, an. im­
portant steel center (St. Louis Dts- 

I trict) where there is a ticket con- 
| sisting of Communists, Socialists, 
' some local politicians and non­
partisan workers, without roots in 
the trade unions, and with a pl3f- 

j form that is r»aliy a disgrace lo 
the working class. Plank No l 

i reads:

in order to get rid of them A Miss! as the Dunbar National Bank, by two policemen and a white man
Block, of Precinct 32 has openly ad- charge 10c. to cash a dollar check While standing in a bread-line at pany unions on the workers in xhe
mltt“d to relief delegations that | Mrs. Roach. 124 West 134th Street, the 142nd Street and 5th Avenue basic industries, accompanied with ; ganizatlon of a labor ticket on the
she often writes down what she got a $110 check and had to pay Armory. Aiken was ordered to move the murderous attack upon the basis of the following program:
thinks should be answered in order 10 cents to get it cashed. on by patrolman No. 6771. When workers throughout the country, j . j Fullest support to all organ-
to avoid doing too much work. And | n. When the order went out ^ started to protest and explain, 
when delegations and clients protest closing ca.^es wholesale. Edward ^e.was pushed and les,ng his
against such practices they are at- corsi. relief head with fascist ten­

dencies. and directly connected with 
Mussolini, formed the first special 
investigation committee In Harlem'
£n the Harlem precincts the closing 
of cases goes on at the rate of 
1,200 to 1.500 per month.

12 Relief swindles Relief inves-

ized labor In

•‘Re-e«tabliahlni reapeet for 
law a, a contract befwern citi­
zens.”
It is quite clear that such a for­

mulation is worthy of the most red­
baiting. fascist element. It Is tru« 
that in the eight points of the 
program it also speaks for the sup- 
pom of H R 2817 for recognition 
of labor unions and some other de­
mands But the very placing of the

thVr flKht*‘7or i questlri?' *' 13 pUced heiT' u
tne.r ngnt lor

tacked by the police.
2. There is a rank discrimination 

aginrt Negroes at the FERA food 
stores. M. Perez was beaten by 
manager Jack Stum for demanding 
the exchange of a bone which had 
less than a pound of meat in it

Town and full support to the P. M. 
of A. miners.

Food supplies for upper Harlem are tigators advise their clients to re- 
usually improperly packed and de- main away from the bureaus. When 
caved. Cheese is covered with a there is a fund shortage rases are 
green mould. sometimes skipped. If the family

3. Negroes are removed from re- remains a wav, the case is closed 
lief rolls for any anonymous com- The excuse being that the family 
plaints. John Tennant was re- must have other sources of income.

N. R. A. Worsened Conditions , licvl *«* i . . ...
Th? economic position of the , higher wages and higher standard lmPermls,ible

workers has been worsened in the 1 ^ living: for 100 per cent Union 
period from June. 1933 to date. Ac­
cording to the figures of the Fed­
eral Reserve Board the index of 
industrial production In July, 1933. 
rtood at 89 5 per cent of the average 

be!d.h_im "^Patrolman No. of 1M3.2.V In December. 1934, pro­
duction stood at 78 per cent De- enactment of the workers Unem- suit of it. together with the out

viciously attacked by the police on 
the excuse that he had raised his 
hands against an officer. Captain 
RedcltfTc. the white manager of the 
armorv. seized Aiken from behind

6771 hit him over the eye with his

Likewise, in Zrigler, Illinois (the 
Chicago District) in the heart of 
Franklin County, candidates havg 

"2. Cooperation with, and as- been nominated on a so-called Cit- 
sistance to the unemployed and re- izens Ticket, in an attemot to 
lief workers tof higher budget, i “capture'’ this ticket from the con- 
jobs and relief, and for immediate trol of the reactionaries. The re-

nighty stick. Aiken fell un'cnscicus partment store goods have gone up ployment Insurance Bill H R. 2827 right reactionaries, two progressive 
t, e.8round Captain Rednine . price 24 ner cent froA January, now pending in the U. S Congress workers have been nominated and

If i z-' ^ V( t rv* i vs f Vs a f« aa a vs <4 f f/-* **-< a a 11 ‘ * " ■ —   _ ...  ...kicked him in the face and stomach 
Meanwhile another officer No. 4406, 
rushed to the scene and hit the un­
conscious boy over the head with 
his blackjack. They then dragged

moved from the relief rolls and ac-(or otherwise they would report and» A^cn acrQ5S !be f^001, °f th* ar*
cused of running a gambling den complain when a case is skipped, 
because he allowed some Spic end This sw.ndle has resulted in the loss 
Span strikers to get shelter in his of relief by hundreds of families, 
apartment

4 The majority of the snow re­
movers had half of their earnings 
deducted from their relief allot- 
mcnt. The relief administrators 
tried to take from John Ccleman. 
2.400 7th Avenue, the entire $33 
which he had earned.

5. Wallace Brown, a sick war 
veteran, who has lived in the state

Police Terror at Home Relief 
Bureaus

On February 21st, 1935, Aubrey 
DeSllva and Charles Owens, went 
to the home relief burecu at 124th 
Street to get religf They were 
seized by police who tried to throw 
them out of the window. They 
were then beaten and arrested and

mory and threw him into a corner 
After 30 minutes, failing to regain 
consciousness, he was taken to Har­
lem Hospital and placed 
prison ward under arrest

1933. to January, 1935.
This means in reality a decrease 

of 6 per cent consumption during 
the period of the N. R. A. The 
army of unemployed has been in­
creased. The number of families 
on relief show that in July. 1933. 
there were 16 000.000. while In 

In the Mafch- 1931 number on relief 
Three was 20,500.000.

tried to see 
but was not

16 years, had relief refuted him be- charged vrlh felonious assault. At 
cause of’the two year rule. It hap- the tnal the frame-up was so ob- 
pened that he had been in a vete- vious that the judge reduced the 
ran’s hospital in the State of charge to disorderly conduct but 
Mmne for a short period. He was railroaded the bovs to 60 and 30 
able to prove afte’- he pot cut of days in prison respectively, 
the hospital that he had been in The police work together with the 
the S'ate of New York 22 months, landlords evicting and terrorizing

the present winter. But what aor. have been instances of memcran- 
of checks? We know t^at the total (jums going through the relief bu- 
rlotbinv expenditures bv precincts reaus requesting, “For white only.” 
26, and 28 for 13.500 families did Qne such ordcr came through for 
not c;;»-c»d S30003 during the appointments in the general office
wm cr. The average total clothing or the rellff bureau ltAeif. There
exncr-.turfs for the th~ee precincts 4re n0 fgegro occupational clerks 
was *4. per family. Many of the ln any rejjef bureau. The occupa-
persors only received a pair of tiong]- derk ln the 124th g^t
gloves and a pair of rubbers. bureau is definitely anti-Nejro.

Snow Removal Situation rd hc never fln.d'a atUled Job
During the snow removal period a jgegro. This discrimina-

many of the workers on fehef ^on ^ known to the supervisors 
refused to remove snow and they Gn all vorks proJects the Negro 
were attacked as e who dl<*' ouota Is never above 6 per cent, 
not want to work. These workers This figure is based upon the pro- 
were correct in refusing to be of Np(?rofs to population

but the relief administration would 
not accept this. ’

No Clothing
6 In another case. Sarah Green 

went to New Jersev for several days 
to bun7 her sister. The relief in­
vestigator found her away and 
closed her case “for being in the 
country working.”

7. Mrs. Darling, a Negro domestic 
worker, had a case rejected because 
she did not have sufficient data on 
her past employment. She had 
given .the names of persons for

days later his sister 
him at the hospital, 
pcrm.t'.ed to do so.
People of Harlem Demand Bread 

and Security
1 We demand that a stop be put 

to police attacks on the unemployed 
of Harlem.

2. We demand that Immediately 
ever.’ unemployed person be put on 
relief In Harlem and that there be 
no discrimination against single 
people and young workers.

3. We demand a halt of jim-crow 
practices in relief and jobs.

4. We demand that a wide pro­
gram of public works be started 
that will give jobs to the unem­
ployed In Harlem.

Wages of the workers, as a result 
of inflation, increased cost of food.

groes to work 
skilled work.

at all trades and

unemployed workers. M Perez was 
attacked at a food station for 
asking for decent meat. Patrolman 
Nathaniel Carter, who attacked him 
told him that, “If I ever get some­
thing on you and get a hold of you.
I’ll give you something I'd like to 
give you,” Implying that he would 
shoot him.
rested for prmes.ing agair.se me ^ iionvui iauuncs aim equal swiaco. v^-nciai *iuSn «. a]1 tde organiza___
eviction of a Negro worker without relief for all workers. Negro, white N. R. A. chief, in speaking in New with the exception of one
notice. , and Spanish speaking. i York about the National Textile local of the p M A Among the

The police are especially soliddemand the right of or- Strike on September 14, 1934, de- candidates for city offices in the

6 We demand an Immediate in- in

“3 For extensive Public Works then, after failure to “capture'' the 
program, improvements and <use- Citizens Ticket, for the other of- 
fuli projects for benefit of all flees, which In this Citizens Ticket 
workers. No discrimination in di- the progressive elements did not 
vision of City Work. *• win. they formed an additional

“4. For free speech and assem- ticket, placing these candidates, and 
blage; for free use of City no program of demands or plat- 
Parks and City properties for form has been formulated Such 
workers' meetings and demonstra- methods of entering Into united 
lions. For full religious and pollt- front and paving the way for * a., 
leal rights for all. Labor Party cannot be tolerated**-.

“5 For the right of the workers i «» « *
to belong tee a Union of their own " - * Labor Party,

rent, direct and indirect wage cuts, choice; For the right to Strike and in the United States, in the sixth
have been reduced drastically. Real picket. For the defense of ail year of economic crisis, with the
wages dropped at least 5 per cent worners' orvamzations against the present development in the working 
under the New Deal The only benefit attacks of the employers, company ctass movement, with the desire of 
the N. R, A, brought about was the thugs, vigilantes, etc. i the masses for unity in action,
increase of profits for monopo.y Freedom of CrHieisra display of militancy, the process of
capital. ■•6. For complete freedom of radicalization a. a result of th*

criticism and direction of the ad- general crisis of capitalism, it Is
The attack upon the economic mlmstration by ^ Workers of possible that In America we may

pollen of the masses has met Staunton. To guarantee this, we over the period of a reform-
with th^ resistance, first of All, dj pi6clj?e to call r^srular meetings In mass Party That Is, it Is not the workers as we have seen ^ Vhe City pro^r to! inevitable for the American work-

give reports on the functioning of , ing class, in its march toward vic- 
tha administration, and to receive tory over capitalism, to be dragged 
suggestions, plans, approval or dis- through the jungle of opportunism 
approval from the workers." and betrayal as we have sceti in

In its programmatic statement Great Britain. Germany etc. ;
The development of » Labor 

Party in the U. S. A. in this pe­
riod will take place under dlfTcrent;

i f.wr-i v r-s i ai j i Ji ■ t< i. i si i i iw* t »rw i m r u -

industry and agriculture. The

clearly In the local general strikes 
that took place in a number of 
cities, live outstanding of which 
were the Pacific Longshoremens
Strike and then the San Francisco ^ ^ _ ......

•i H»manri th« Hcrht Vo General strike and the National Labor ticket declares also their 
^% demand trie ri^nt of Ne- ^tnice Xn the year 1934 . . , .'€Xlue sinxe. sn vne jear laos ^ tbe struggles of the

nearly 1.700 strides took place, in- y0unk workers. It declares its un- 
volvlng neany two million workers reserved support to the prepara-
i ra {nHnefFx* a n H otyrimltiirp T’hlP o.:____ * t_ . .

tions for the miners' strike. The
Carrie LeTang was ar- crease in the amount of relief given stnkes of 1934 were not ordinary Labor tlcket reCeived support of 
protesting against the ^ the Harlem families and equal stnkes. General Hugh S. Johnson, ^ organizations in. this

moved and could not be found. I between Ne^ro- efid white workers 
8. Another typical case is that of in Harlem. On February’ 16th a 

George Jones, already referred to house party given by the Un-
above. The relief records show that employment Council was raided by 
Jones is a sick man. He moved to hve policemen. All the food was

tons in trying to break up^mhfed 1 ... . _ , ,
mrpfn<y« an't tLjp crowirii unity ^ rssembly without, attack by the

police.

ganizatlon of the unemployed, right clared
'The trouble is that when you 

unleash the forces of riot and 
rebellion, you never know whenPolice Kill Negroes

8. We demand the release of all 
those workers arrested In connec­
tion with the March 19th events

drawn into this scheme w'hich even- but not according to proportion of
tually meant being dropped from NeRr0 unemployed, which is 20 per 
the relief rolls. Snow removal Is cprt
t>>e one Job where Harlem got more ^ only one NeKro precinct
than its ouol* Precinct 32 go, supervisor in the entire city. Up 

Ti11*, lndicatc5 to the present vear there was never 
about (.500 Jobs for Harlem. a jgegro offleg supervisor. A

Fnrred Labor struggle conducted by the Unem-
Many of the families that got piov«I Councils earlv in the winter 

gloves and rubbers received them resulted in the appointm'-nt of one 
In order that their able-bodied men Negro office supervisor. There are 
might shovel snow. The snow Jobs numerous and many open enemies 
paid 50 cents an hour. The relief 0f the Negro people administering 
bums deducted half of the amount i relief. Joseph C Co urine v, a for- 
eamed from the future relief bud- j mer notorious Yankee official in 
gel of the worker. Many families Haiti was one such open enemy, 
did not know that this deduction Victor Suarez, a forffier Porto Rican 
would be made and spent what was schoolmaster is another He is 
earned for current necessities. Then l^in working at the 124th Street re- 
camr the deduction and many Uef bureau.
workera went without relief as in Precinct 32 there were twenty- 
long as a month or three weeks two advancements but not a single 
Many others were dropped from re-jone was a Negro Mr Suarez gives 
lief altogether because of haring a$ 8n excuse for' his anti-Negro 
earned a few dollars during the policy that no Negroes qualify for 
snow -shovelling period. It now high clerical positions
becomes clear that the workers ac- j Cutting Relief
tually received nothing for ihe,*e The peliev of closing Negro re- 
snow-shovelling Jobs; it amounted Hef cases Is widespread in Precinct 
to forced labor 32. Lest fail Mr Suarez and Mr*.

Rent Schedule* In Relief | Goldman ordered relief investlga- 
Although rent Is much higher In j to-* to close at least one case per 

Harlem, rent relief Is from two to dav. When relief workers In the 
three dollar* leas than elsewhere bureau protested against these dla- 
‘rve schedule provides that a family criminatory practice*. Mr Suarez 
of two bring In a room or apart- caused their dismissal or transfer, 
mert w.th exclusive bath, e’eam in the month of February. Mr. 
heat and ’■cooking privileges can Suarez caused the arrest and ron- 
rtzzive a* high as *16 a month rent, victien of three unemployed Ne- 
But where there la no steam heat.! eroes on framed-up charges because 
nor exclusive bath. *14 la given; for they had s^own militancy at the 
a cold flat *12. la given. Rent re- relief bureau. Thomas Smith, an- 
Uef tn Harlem la mostly *14 per other Negro was rut off relief be- 
month. 1 cause Mr. Suarez had a grudge
- How this discriminatory practice, against him. When Armlia Gold- 
works out can be understood more man was supervisor of Precinct 18, 
fully when we discuss the despair of the. had Henry L. Browne, a Negro.

another apartment after ^eing 
evicted at ■ 134th Street. It is a 
cold flat. The bath is in the room, 
but the toilet is in the hallway. 
But the bureau refused to give him 
$16 allowance which he had been 
getting at the former address. Mrs. 
Deutsch. case supervisor at 135th 
Sreet Home Relief Bureau, refused 
to send for this case record on 
the day he moved to find out 
whether the record shoved 
whether he was sick or not. be­
cause it was little pest 12 o'clock 
on Saturday.

9. On February 13th Ida Reilly

destroyed. Louis Campbell, an un­
employed leader, was beaten up and connection 
dragged to jail. The police stated 
that they were going to break up all . 
mixed meetings in Harlem.'

Frame-up and Railroading of 
Negro Workers

Recently, Spencer Goins, an un­
employed Negro, was brought up 
before the' city welfare department j

you can control them.”
The year of 1934-35 Is already and significantly enough. State 

definitely indicating changes that Committee member of the Socialist 
and all other workers arrested in are taitng place in the American Party of the State of Illinois. Oc- 

with unemployment labor movement. The Central Com- car Strum, who is also State

elections ^pril 16th, there are out­
standing representatives of the 
trade unions, unemployed and wo­
men's auxiliaries, among them

, *?"£ St Ne^ro
only tb prevent the organization of 
a mass reformist party, but abO\e 
all. to utilize the movement for an

conditions than that of the Brn sh 
Labor Party, e. g. the period of 
so-called peaceful development pt 
general crisis of capitalism, charac­
terized by the pre-war period Bv 
the organization of an anti-caniUil- 
1st Labor Partv. based on the class 
Interest of the industrial proletariat 
and agricultural workers, and sup­
ported by the allies of the work­
ing class, the toiling farmers and

family were public charges and 
should be returned to where they 
came from, which would mean re- 

. , , ... turning them to a peonage farm inapplied for clothing allowance. The, Carolina. The International
or-cvx*pr "Vn rint.ninjr nllrtmpnt. _ . _ . . . . . .

„ ,, , „ , , .u r,v • , anti-capitalist labor party infights in the past In Harlem. mittee January meeting, properly Secretary of the Illinois Workers the Commlinlsts under no con-
9. We demand the punishment of took cognizance of. and in view of Alliance - j ditionf and under no circumstances

all police that have beaten up un- condiUons made deci-j Opportunist Errors ? i ^ ^nouish. And It 1* this par-
employed workers and the arrest slons corresponding to these ( xn organizing a labor ticket in struggle against the advance of 
and conviction of police who have changes, including the s’^gan for all of the localities we notice vie- fascism at this stage of develoh- 
killed Negroes in Harlem without an anti-capitalist Labor Party, menu of right opportunism. mfnt expressed bv the fascist to be 
provocation, particularly the killers based upon the trade unions. The namely, the attempt to hide the leaders of th" American Gapon 
of Lloyd-Hobbs and Edward Laurie. Central Committee properly out- Communist Party. That is, the Father Coughlin. Huey Long of

10, We demand the dismissal of lined that such a Party is not to be local Party organization rfj-s not Louisiana and Hugh S Johnson.-
to be deported to North Carolina, all relief administrators who have launched on a national scale to be- come out openly as the Communist ctc 
The claim was that hc and his discriminated against Negro work- gin but must be developed Party in support of the Labor

" in localities

answer was “No clothing allotment 
This made Reilly eligible for Labor Defense immedfetely inter-

ers in Harlem. We demand that ^rom below, in localities and ticket. The Communist Party dis- ^ mn*
Corsi, Courtney and Suarez be dis- j appears from the political scene Bv making this declaration we
missed. | Example In Illinois and the work is only confined to must not, for one moment, exclude

11. We demand the abolishment And now. how to concretely pro- tbe individual Party comrades the possibilities of the formation 
of the requirement of a college ceed with the building of a Labor nominated on the labor ticket and of a third nartv, something simile--
education in order to be an inves- Party on the basis of the resolu- here tco- tbe comrades do not al- to the LiFollette movement of

1------ -----  forward as Commu- 1924. Or a labor party based oh
the burocrccy of the A F« of L or

fare department then-tried to take the jim-crow system throughout | the correctness of" the procedure | Such opportunism in practice is the third kind of a labor partv. 
his children away fcpai him. j the city of New York, which grows | and steps toward a Labor Party, i very dangerous and endangers not based on a certain section of the

On March 13th, 1935, an unem- out of the system of national op-| In the mining town of Staunton! only the v-ry Poil'-lcal existence of burocracy of the A, T of L. This 
ployed Negro worker. Thomas Aiken, pression, remnants of the old slave j Illinois, with a population of Communist Party, but also en- characterization was properly

rimhinir .llotme-t In March On ceded and Prevented deportation of tigator. ! tion of our Central Committee. Wc come
cioJi.ng aiiotme... in maren. un , ^ man and bis fami!y The wel. 12< We dernand the abolition of, will take one example to illustrate nlsts
March 22nd she was informed that 
clothing would be given in her 
April a’low-ahce. ^

Stool Pigeon Investigators' r 
10. Banks in Upper Harlem, such I 411 Convent Avenue, was attacked market.

Masses Can Smash Slave Laws, Herndon Says
By ANGELO HERNDON-

Kar lem's housing situation. But
for the present we can aee that, far 
more than In any other part of

transferred for eating lunch with 
a white girl worker of the same 
bureau Virginia McIntyre and

the city, many houaes In Harlem Essie Shipper.. Negro investigators 
cannot meet the requirements for i were demoted to toilet matron* ob- 
the meager *16 allowance Often J viously because they were Negroes 

with the land- ) No demotion of a female investiga­
tor had ever been made before thl* 

Typical Cases of DhcrtmlnatJea
In Harlem thousands of worker* 

&t high rents Uw tn furr-
1. Some investigators deliber­

ately glr* false answers to Negroes

The U. S Supreme Court has forget that what is involved Is not' Georgia ruling-class almost out of
heard the attorneys for the Inter- legal technicalities. What is involved its wits. Today the struggle for un-
nationa! Labor Defense, and ihe 'here. for ther Southern rulers, is, employment relief, for unemploy- 
representatives of the Georgia their right to rule over the Negro ment insurance, ks far stronger all 
lynch-rulers, argue the question of j people and, through their oppression over the United States than it was 
whether or not I am to go to the of the Negroes, to keep a tighter af that time. More than a million 
chain gang for eighteen to twenty i grip on the white workers. [ workers have endorsed House Bill
years. What happens to this case Makes Lynch Plea 2827, the Workers Unemployment
will be determined, to a large ex- | J. Walter Lecraw, prosecutor for , Insurance BUI drafted by the Com- 
tent, by whether or not the masses the state of Georgia, made a vicious munist Party. If in 1932 the em- 
of people, within the next few weeks, lynch plea before the Supreme ployers were afraid that they might 
organize sufficient mass protest to Court. He asked the Court to up-| have to put a few crumbs into the
force from the Supreme Court hold the antiquated slave law, and j mouths of the starving people, think
Judge* a correct decision. my conviction, on the ground that what they must fear today!

I myself sat in the Supreme Court “the Communists favor taking over : j-he whlte rulers have nlenlv of 
throughout the hearings, and I am the Black Belt of the South and 
under no illusions as to the "fair- giving the land to the ‘niggers’ in- 
ness" and “impartiality” of the nine j stead of to the white people.” 
old men of the court. The hostility The Southern rulers are far more 
of some of the judges was quite fighter.ed today than they were at 
obvious to me and to others who the time of my arrest in July, 1932. 
attended the hearing I had led a demonstration of a thou-
J Yes. it is true that Whitney sand people to the Fulton County 
North Seymour, attorney for the I. courthouse in Atlanta, for unem- 
L. D.. did a good job m proving the ployment relief. Though the County 
un constitutionality of the old ’slave Commissioners swore there wasn't a 
insurrection” law under which I was cent tq be had. they voted, almost 
indicted, end the denial in Georgia at oncU an appropriation of *6,000 
of th# right* of free speech, press for the hungry people

nearly 5,000, the Trades and L^bor clan8ers the Labor Party of a nlaced in the recent resolution of
_____  * ___________ -______ j broad char&fcter. The problem is the Central Committee and in tha

not that we want a Labor Party report of Comrade Browder, 
for covering up the Communist 
Party, because of terror, etc. The 
problem is to build a Labor Party 
for the purpose of uniting Labor 
on an ariti-capitahst nrogram. 
around such basic questions as the 
Workers’ Unemployment, Old Age 
Pension and Social Insurance Bill| More and more the American

rulers are resorting to fascist at- H R 2827. the 30-hcur wee!;, 
tacks, fascist laws, fascist methods i aBaiRSt fascism and wa:-. for public 
to crush the workers. "Criminal | works, right to assemble, etc. 
syndicalism” laws, long unused in ; For the United Front
many states, are now being dusted | But these, by no means are the

The Lkbor Party In America. In 
addition to being based upon the 
trade unions and workers in th* 
shops, and when we speak about 
the trade unions, we must especially 
have in mind the Railroad BroJh',r« 
heeds the-locals of the A. F. of 
era . the Lcbor Partv will play an 
immense role ©f unification of th# 
Am-iiccn working class by drawirg 
in'o the struggleHhe Negro masaes.

In the struggle for the orgam*a«
off and brought forward as the I ultimate aims of the revolutionary tlon *n antl-capi’-allst labor P*riv»

_____ ________ i____ * i __ - oi if chr i« t a «» yt-vimi rnnrr*’ #1 v Lnift

other reasens to be frightened. 
For the second time the U. S. 
Supreme Court ha# been forced to 
reverie the death sentences 
against the Scottsbor* beys. And 
for the first time in our history 
they have been forced to give a 
clear-cut decision .that the Negro 
people have the right t# serve on 
juries. Think what this means 
to the white governing claw, 
which has built ap Its wealth and 

mlerthip on the basis of keep-
and assembly. But we must never 1 Thl* demonstration frightened the i inx Negroes In subjection.

means of repressing the militan 
movements of the workers. In other 
states, “criminal syndicalism” laws 
are being drafted and pushed 
through the legislature. These laws 
are as repressive to the rights of 
the workers to speak, meet, organ- 
iae as is the “slave insurrection” law 
of Georgia.

Mass pressure has again snatched 
the Scottsboro boys from the elec­
tric chair. Mans pressure forced the 
fascist hangmen to release Dimi- 
troff and his comrades in Germany. 
If we apply thi* same weapon to 
the Herndon case, the Supreme 
Court will be forced to yield.

Every day and every hour 
count#. Flood the Supreme -Court 
with telegrams and reeolations. 
Everyone who wants to pretext his 
rights, has his ptac# in this mass

movement. The united front, 
we Communists conceive it. is not 
an aim In itself. It is only a means 
toward achieving the rtm. It is 
not a maneuver, on our part as our 
enemies (th© reactionary Socialist 
leaders, trade union bureaucrat*, 
renegades from Communism, etc.) 
say it is. The Communists are the 
only sincere factor in 
front in struggle for realization of 
it and of the demands set. as minl-

the

our ta5k is to expose concretely th© 
pro-capitalist campaign of th» 
officialdom of the ^ F of L who 
participate in the political life of 
the country by supporting tha 
Democratic and Republican candi­
dates under the riogan ’’Reward 
your friends and pumah your ene- 
miaz " This polio has a disastrous 

"united ; «««* "Wn the whole labor move­
ment and la responsible for many 
defeats of the working class

mum demands confronting the I The task confronting the Am#rt« 
workers in a given stage | ran labor movement la no* to trail

The very organization of the i behind the politicians of the Demo- 
united front, the very formation of rratie and Republican parties and 
a labor ticket is s step toward* iheir empty promises, but to very 
divorcing the working class from 1efinitely break away from the 
th# capitalist class and espltaliri paruss of capitalism, the D#mo-

rauc and Republican paruae, andpolitics, and that means a step to­
ward Communism But this la otth 
s step. The task of the Communi 
Party is to work to win over the

to proceed towards the formation 
of an anti-capitalist iffkss labor 
party, based on the trade unions.


