Fear of Communism

HauntsSouthern Officials

P

How chain‘gang prisoners are fortured in Georgia. This investi-
gator, whe posed in stocks at Stonewall, Ga., 'was barely able to stand
afier only five minutes in them. Prisoners are képt'in them for hours.

‘Rev-' L_Gen.’ John W,
“Herndon Case

secntor in
Editor-

L. .
Interviewed by the
of the Labor Defender

[Bditor's mote: — This is the |

second of a series of articles by
Sasha Small, editor of the Labor
Defender,  written after a trip to
Georgia and Tennessee. Sasha
Small visited chain-gangs, inter-
viewed important officials, saw the
relatives. of the Scotisbore boys
and observed at first hand the
conditions of the Southern work-
ers. In this article she tfells of
the antics of the Reverend Colonel
Assistant-Solicitor-General John
W. Hudson, who prosecuted Angelo
Herndon, and the work of the

Prison Commission, which runs |

the chain gang.]

By Sasha Small

Reverend-Colonel - Assistant-Solic-
itor-General - John W. Hudson, the
man who, prosecuted Angelo Hern-
|don and demanded the death pen-
| alty for him because he led a suc-
| cessful demonstration of white and
| Negro unemployed to ask for bread,
|is the hardest hit of all. The man
is completely insane on the subject
| of Communism, I went to hear him
{ preach at his Gordon Street Baptist
Church, in the wealthier white
neighborhood of Atlanta. The title
of ‘his sermon was “Tomorrow —a
| Message to the Young.”

Demands Death from Pulpit

The Reverend Hudson's eyes, set
close toc\  her in his long, emaciated
{face, are black and beady—snake
eyes. He stares into space at he

ATLANTA, Ga.—Just as they | speaks, waving his long, gaunt arms
keep the spectre of the chain-gang  around like a windmill His text
haunting the black and white mas- | was based almost entirely upon the
ses of the South, so the ruling class, | speech he made to the jury in the
and particularly its officials, are | Herndon case, demanding the death
haunted by the spectre of Commu- | penalty for this young “menace to
nism. They fear it to the point of |law and  order,” in January, 1033.
madness. They see it lurking be- | Judging by the reaction of his con-
hind every building, around everyj
corner. \

(Continted on Page 2)
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swastika the flag of & sover-
eign nation,” and flung i into the
sea! “The un!lu are’ plung-

tgomery
tions which Hudson used to

jin his room.
A Maniac with Power

He read a passage which stated
bat the Old and New Testaments
were filled with les. He read it
wice, Then he stopped dramatic-
,my and’ whispered: “You, young
| peoplé, did you learn anything like
that in your schools in Atlanta?
Of course you didn't.
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literature here to our city. I've
written time and in to New York,
to the Mayor the Post Office

|t from the majls.
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advise me to ignore it!” Here he
roared the word “ignore” three or
{four times. After another half-
|hour of ranting and raving about
{ what the Communists think of mar-
riage, religion and private property,
he was through.

And this man has in his hands
the power to prosecute thousands
of Negro people, workers black and
| white, and send them to the chain-
rang, as he hopes to send Anszrlo
Herndon.

Georgia Wants Ferndon Back
His conversation with me

i

¢ | ‘his. performance. - 80 I was: from
y | New York! Well, there was a del-
, | egation coming from New York to
» | 52¢ the Governor, to ask him to
. | abolish “owr anti-Communist
, | we have down here.”

| “I didn’t know that Georgia had
, | an anti-Communist law,” I offered.
y | “Oh, yes, we have. And it’s a
4 | good one. And we're going to keep
!;k. ‘re going to ask bhim to
~ | free that niggér Angelo Herndon,
A too. They'll probably come to see

, me, too, He’s out on bond now,”

-

| his head, “but we’ll get him back
. seon enough.”

Three Old “Judges”
, Next I went to visit the Prison
" | Commission, composed of three old

and V. L. Stanley. They call each
other “Judge.”

| is called Judge.
Pirst, they gave me their last
| printed biennial
| the years 1933 and 1934,

v .

> During

'voeoun chain-gang. They do not
_ |record the additional thousands
"| serving for misdemeanors, Of this
| number, only 554 men, 303 women
|and 52 tubercular patients served
on the two State Prison farms.
The rest worked in the chain-gangs
o|On the highways. There are 130
w‘mc:h convict camps—all operated
by the counties under the super-
[vision of the Prison Commission
{ with the exoeption of nine run di-
irectly by the State Highway Com-
| mission.
i Profits from Prison Goods

1

4| One BState Prison farm s at
e | Milledgeville, The descriptions I
- |got of it from men who had been
- | there sounded like the stories of
i | Charles Dickens about the paupers’
, | prisons  in Englend in the early
, | years of the last .century. Only
- | the old and decrepit and sick are
sent to the farms, those who are
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But that's|

officials there, asking them to stop |
But what do
|you think they answer? They say |
| they can't stop it legally and they

was '
s  quite short, He was tired out by

law

he said with a sorrowful wag of |

| men, E. L. Rainey, G. A. Johns
Every official in
Georgia who hasn't any other title |
report covering |

| these two years, 9,154 prisoners, |
"' | convicted of felonies, served on the |
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| more vague abo
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| returned, What ha)
others?

? A shrug of the shoulders
| only answer I-got in that
| But it is not difficult to arrive a
| the real answer. Every day
| papers carry full reports
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' hunt for men who have run away.
| Only those who manage to get out |
| of the State escape,

|1
What happened to the remaining |
422 prisoners listed as “escaped”? '
Their hidden graves hold the se- ||
cret. Men who worked beside
| them keep it locked behind their |,
|fear. The records of the prison
commission prepared and sent in |
{for filing by the wardens are
clean., |
Chain-Gang Rules Brutally Frank |
The rules that govern the Geor- |
gla chain-gang system .are brutally ' |

i “Separation of races: ‘“These
| buildings must be so gonstructed
| a8 to completely separate whites
and Negroes. At least twice each
year, unless painted, the buildings |
and stockades must ~be white- |
nashed, |

“Hours of Laber: The hours |
of labor shall be from sunrise to
sunset; no convict shall be taken
from camp until sunrise and all
convicts shall be. returned to
camp at sunset,

“Duties of Wardens: They shall
safely keep all prisoners commit-
ted to their custody and rigidly
enforce discipline by the use of
such humane modes of punish-
ment as will best enforce sub-
mission to authority and compel

“and induce performance of good
and (faithful labor during work
hours, such as solitary confine-
ment, restriction of diet, restric-
tions of privilege of reeeiving
visitors, and other privileges
usually accorded first class pris-
aners; shall strictly enforce grade
rules and good conduct; the use
of shackles and striped clothing;
fastening them in stocks in such
4 way as will restrict their move-
ments for no longer than one
hour at any one time.

“Guards shall not be permitted
to strike a convict except to pre-

| vent escape, In his own defense,
| or in that of another.” and as a
| {ronical
| 8o much for the written reports,
| rules and regulations. In the next
| article, I shall describe the atti-
|tude of the Prison Commission
towards their work, towards  their
charges, towards Angelo Herndon—
and the chain-gangs as they really
are.

The Dally Worker is the union
man's newspaper. Every member
of a trade union should do his
bit In the $60,000 drive! Make

collections ameng your  fellow
members!




