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Chain Gang Like Death; 
Herndon Must Be Saved
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By Swha Small
. ATLANTA; G*.—Harris County has tha “model” chain-
gang of the Stats of Georgia.

They have no stocks here. Only chains. They sleep in 
cages, but the cages are painted silver on the outside. They 
have a stockade no more than ten yards square, in which 98
prisoner* art penned ip behind ^
hl«h trolls topped hr berbod wire, 
hot Ms sandy floor Is swept cleon.

1 sail the men at wort, under 
tho broil in# sen, sad tho erer- 
▼tfilant ores of armed guards, 
drenched In eweat In which the 
sad sou dust tree becoming en-

__ The chains between their
impede their moremenU. but 

not enough to restrict their work. 
The youngest on the gang is thir­
teen yean oM-a slight, skinny 
black child. Ha get six years ter 
breaking late a grocery stow. The 
average age of the others seemed 
between 10 and SO,

CoBvtota Cant Bat Fowl 
I saw them eat. One table ter 

me white convicts in s corner, the 
rest for the Negroes. In the middle 
of each table there i* a tin bucket 
filled with water. On its sides, in 
bright red paint, u the word 
‘‘Colored." None of them finished 
Ale mew of food on their tin plates. 
Almost all of them threw the tiny 
•craps of their weekly portion of 
rrrst on the tablr 1 • “ .•££ v 
7i walked Into the cages to which 
(hey sleep—glistening silver on the 
outside, black with years of grime 

* filth on the inside. Twelve 
in each in three tiers. The 

above oomes about six inches 
the lace of the man who 

_ below. The bunks are oov- 
wtth coarse blue woolen Man- 
over dilapidated mattwases 

second suit of stripes hangs near 
bunk. It’s washed all right, 

it you cant wash out years of 
fid dust, or the frayed, ragged

Tl spoke to several of the convicts. 

Alone, with no guards listening to 
as. They all assumed me that this 
was really a good chato-gani—way 
better than most The doctor was 
4 nice man. too. Tried to help you 
Out. The doctor took me to see 
one of the prisoners who was sick. 
He was locked in one of the cages. 
The heat that rushed out when 
the steel door wia swung back was 
Ike a blow. The sick man lay in 
the middle lowest bunk on the left 
nae of the cage. His powerful black 
Shoulders were drenched in sweat. 
After the doctor had looked him 
ove-. the door was locked again, to

stay locked until Monday mornihg. 
when the doctor would come to take 
htes off to tha hospital

Hasbti Misery
The atmosphere on this modal 

chain-gang is one of hushed mis­
ery. You feel ghe burden of the 
endless grind, day in. day out­
work, eat, work, sleep—work, sat, 
work, sleep—with the clinking of 
tha chains, the gnawing of the 
rings that fasten them against 
flesh and bone, the endless tor­
tured passing of Urns.

That’s the beet that the ruling 
class of Georgia ean offer to An­
gelo Herndon. It is not likely that 
they will send them to this "model' 
chain-gang. It Just happens that 
it is situated on tho other side ol 
tha mountain which is covered by 
the private property of none other 
than President franklin Delano 
Roosevelt.

•very word of protest from An­
gelo Herndon will be recorded as 
"sassy talk" in the prison punish­
ment record with its fatal toll of 
hours in the stocks. Bvery refusal 
recorded as "istenest** which must 
be punished according to the war­
den’* discretion! Any move may 
be recorded as "an -attempt to ee- 
cape," the only official reason for 
which the guards are "permitted to 
shoot."
Chate-Gaag far Heradoe Means

There can be no doubt that ft 
Angelo Herndon goes back to 
Georgia he goes to certain death 
The murderers’ binds are itching 
for their prey. Their eyes are 
fillid with ft sedlsMc gleam of 
anticipation. h They must not get 
him. They shall net!

Every signature on the two- 
million petition list to Governor 
Talmadge. now in circulation, is 
another barrier set up between the 
murderous Georgia chain-gang 
and our Angelo Herndon. Every 
demand upon the United States 
Supreme Court and upon Governor 
Talmadge of Georgia is another 
challenge to rule by murder and 
terror. Is smashing another link is 
the chain that is waiting for An­
gelo Herndon. We must save him. 
He must stay free!

Pont and Rogers 
Killed in Crash

Ford Urges World

(Continued frtm J*ofe U
■> “The subjugation of colonial 

peoples everywhere is in sharp con­
trast with the policies of the So­
viet Union, Where the national 
minorities are liberated, where the 
peace policy of the Soviet Union 
coincides with the alma of the world 
toilers." (Prolonged applause.)

Y Marty War
(By eeMs U th* Daily Ws«%«r) 

MOSCOW. Aug. 16.—Outlining in 
ghort expressive strokes the main 
centers of the war danger In Eu­
rope. Africa and the Par East. 
Andre Marty of the Communist 
Party of Prance opened the discus­
sion at yesterday s session of the 
Seventh Congress of the Commu­
nist International on Ercoil's re­
port of the Communists' tasks in 
thfe struggle against war.

"Everywhere criminal forces are 
working to prepare a new world 
Slaughter,’' declared Marty.
^ "German fsprlm murderously 
attacking its own people, is the 
main source of war because peace 
iresns death for fascism."t - 

Marty dealt in detail with the role 
of the UE.SR as a decisive ram­
part of peace. He exposed the piti­
ful slanders of -the renegades re­
garding the Pranco-Soviet pact. 
"The situation is different today 
from the situation in 1U4. If the 
initiators of war decide to gamble 
today, they will feel this difference 
mi their owh skihe." --

Potish-Nasl Alliance
The driving forces of anti-Soviet 

policy am the reactionary forces

among the Polish landlords and 
bourgeoisie, Borisevltch of the 
Communist Party of Poland told 
the delegates at the Congress yes­
terday. Their rapprochement with 
Pacaist Germany is unable to solve 
the deep contradictions between the 
imperialists, of both countries. Up­
per Silesia, Danzig and the Polish 
maritime provinces all remain hot­
beds of clashes. The alliance of 
Poland with Germany recalk the 
aliance’ of A rider with a horse. 

This alliance means that Poland 
must give its back to Germany for 
the anti-fiovlet adventure."

•T he German-Polish alliance 
contains enormous danger for the 
independent existence of the Polish 
people,” said Borisevltch and he de­
scribed in detail the courageous 
struggle conducted day by day by 
the Polish Communists against the 
war danger, against chauvinism and 
anti-Soviet incitement. “Imperialist 
Poland is a prison for the Polish 
toilers and for the oppressed na­
tion all ties. If war breaks out, it 
will unloose tremendous forces 
which will fight for the conversion 
of imperialist war into civil war.” 
(Applause). *.

Honor Montagnari 
Dolores of Span, who presided 

during the evening session, read a 
statement on the foul assassination 
of one at the leaden of the Italian 
Communist Party, Comrade Ca­
mille Montagnari. He waa killed 
In Park by Guido Bekio, a counter­
revolutionary Italian TroUkyite 
provocateur and paid agent of the 
Italian secret police. The Congress 
honored the memory of Comrade 
Montagnari by standing. i“

Sedition Bills 
Are Speeded
(Continued on Page 2>

tations from pr^ss pronouncements 
against the repressive Russell- 
Kramer and Tydings-MeCormack 
bMk
* Recent developments make two 
fasts clear:

L There k still ample opportun­
ity for the open shoppers to weak 
the Russell-Kramer BUI through

swii,o,r iU Northch,n* **
-stblHty of securing House

Italy Injists on

f Continued from Page 1)

the Negro nation. Eden offered to 
give Mussolini a fat slice of Ethio­
pian territory for “colonisation” 
purposes. Laval added the proposal 
of a “neutral sone between Ethio­
pia and the Italian ©atonies, a 

utilised by Japanese ta­
in Manchuria la Ittl to

action
.both upon this and upon the 
Tasnsr*.McCormack bill The lat­
ter was masked through the Sen­
ate. recently, under unanimous eon- 
amt procedure One objection 
wWuM have stopped it. but liberal 
oppaamts were absent, not knowing 
it was coming up 

1 With immediate, wide protest 
from labor and liberal tegs ntel 
tions. and with constant vigilance 
by their fttende in tha 
Senate, further action e 
tsktion hg stopped.

The Tydiags-McCormack BUI. to 
•set * penalty bf two years im- 

or MOM fine, or both, 
dkdbedtenre in mili­

tary
the Huteell-Krs :er Bill in

(Continued from Fa ft 1)

line, which had beta missing 
badly, and asked natives the way 
to Point Barrow,

The fog was lying almost to Um 
tundra and they decided to wait 
for It to rise. Poet and Rogafft ate 
dinner with Bskimoe camped on a 
river bank and after tha meal de­
cided to take off despite the fog.

Ckaahed Into Tundra 
It was not long after that the 

ship plumeted into the tundra, tha 
motor being driven Into th* cabin 
by the force of the erash. Rogers

was thrown clear of tha plane which 
looped over onto lit back.

Poet's body was pulled from 
wreckage where it had b|Mn 
■—■he* ajw/wtp the controls and 
eaten. Roger*’ body was ptitota Willi 
that of Post la the whale boat and 
returnta to Point Barrow, Hare 
the bodies were turned over to Dr. 
Henry flrtftt. superintendent of the 
Presbyterian Mission Hospital, where 
they were taken to aWait the ar­
rival of the coast guan 
Northland.

Pest, "round-the-world 
holder, and Rogifa. the humorist, 
movie actor and famous sir traveler, 

on • leisurely trip around

Was
Wiley Poet was known as cob

the most ingenious fliers in Amsr- 
lean history, Hsacuoappad In hk 
early days by lack of adequate fly­
ing equipment, ~ the ODS-eyed 
Oklahoman, nevertheleea rate to the 
peak of flying achievement.

Fellow fliers marveled at the

HRMSaMT®
history-making flight of tell whon. at
with Harold Getty, he piloted the 
Winnie Mae around the world In 
• days. M hours. Si minutes, was 
exemplary of Boat, ae.liaa.hk solo 
flight over the same pmirte in the 
same plane two years later in 1 
days. II hours, minutes.

■eve yep arranged a
party far the benefit ef the Dally 
Worker's MS AM drlvef

Urge New Pact 
In Yard Strike
(Contained from Fage 1)

17 days before the latter received 
naval construction contract* valuta

Today, Carl
Kaltwaasar, executive vice-president 
of the company and a 
live also of Cord, and rxb. Camp­
bell, General Manager from Cam 
den, joined in the conference. Pree- 
ent also were Secretary of Labor 
Perkin*. Acting Secretary of the 
Navy RooaoveJt. and the union rap- 
ftssentattvea headed by John Orton,' 
ore«ident.

It is evident that ths Labor De­

partment's seceding to the strikers' 
central demand, lor recognition of 
their union a* a preliminary to all 
eke, is the result of the roeklike 
firmness of the men, backed up by 
a sub-committee of the House Labor 
Committee. The sub-oootmtttto 
wrote to Prasklent Roosevelt insist­
ing that re-agflJBbn of the union 
must bi a "condition precedent” to 
any arbitration proposal. They in­
formed him that in their opinion 
the conduct of tho Labor and Navy 
Department officiate raised serious 
question* which they would like to 
disc urn.

They referred to the double-cro** 
which government off trials sought

stltuYg ft company-originated pro* 
pose! that “arbitration" decide, Aral 
of all, whether the union represent# 
the men. The union won an elec* 
tioo. in October, 19X3, by a vote of 
1400-odd to IM-odd.

Tha company, it appears, has nofe 
yet accepted the new proposal. Nor 
k tha union entirely satisfied, ap­
parently. They are reported to bo 
insisting that recognition be puWHa 
Mack and white, that they be given 
also a clear-cut, written guarantee 
agetnst discrimination, and for re­
newal of the terms of the expired 
1934 agreement before returning to 
work. They are being asked to ar­
bitrate their demands for a pref­
erential shop and for shorter hour*

to foist on the strikers by first elimination of piece work and high 
promising recognition and later sub- er wages

placed upon the calendar" in the 
Home a number of the "alien" bilk 
which Would impose extreme new 
restrictions upon foreign-born 
workers, especially thorn stave in 
labor struggles. House leaders have 
arranged a "watch” whereby they 
take turns sitting on ths front rbw 
to watch out for, and object to, 
eoruideranon of thm,

President Roosevelt thus far dis­
avows aS knowledge of then gag 
MBs. It Is known that thte k 
•imply a matter of evading taking 
a position publicly, since oppo-

hlm direct ly. It k known also 
thte Chamber* of Commerce and 
other open-shop employers' asso- 

the nations have noticeably Inersssta 
their demands for ttactment of the 

can gaq >»«i»

Communists Urge Militant Working Class Policies on A.F.L. Convention
STATEMENT OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE, C. P„ UJ.A.-

(Continued from Pegs I)
especially under attack. A whole ssriss of anti- 
labor laws and bilk have beta projected against 
the striking power of tho workers, and use of anti­
labor injunctions arc on the increase. Tenor and 
deportation drives against the militant foreign- 
born workers rapidly Incrates. Upon Negro tolkra, 
especially In the South, a Roosevelt stronghold, a 
whole uhr amice of tenor, tortures, secret murders 
and lynching* have teen inflictta. Thte has teen 
especially marked when Negro worker* attempt to 
organise into A. P. of I* unions and in many strikes 
in which they have taken a heroic part. Theae 
atrocities, which have ft* one of their main pur­
poses the further division of the ranks ef Negro 
•ml white wage earners, have elicited no response 
from the Roosevelt administration although the 
facts time and again have tern kid before It. The 
menace of Fascism m the United State* k growing. 

• • s

it AND In tend with Um employers' atteek and
*• rstnrirepressions of ths workers at home, k the prep­
arations of the Roosevelt administration for war 
as a Way out of the crisis. With the largest mili­
tary and naval budget in th* hiriory of thte coun­
try (nearly one btllion dollars In one form or an­
other), naval building, strengthening of th* army 
and National Guard, go on at war-time speed. 
Continuous naval maneuvers in the Fecifie. the 
“war games" around the Fftnama Canal tad in the 
Gulf of Mexico, the dispatch of a squadron to the 
Far Bast' and recruitment Of 300,000 additional 
young men into the Civilian conservation Camps 
—an army reserve any time wall Street needs them 
for war—k clear testimony that American im­
perialism end its government has war in mind as 
s'way out of the crisis; end, in general, it is evi­
dent that the danger of a new World War has be­
come very acute. The Hitler Fascist government 
of Germany and its allies, the Japanese military 
fascist clique, and the Polish fascists, are etoking 
to precipitate a new war, menacing particularly 
the Union of Socialist Soviet Republic# It k also 
well known that Italian fascism is preparing for 
war to seize the land and crush the independence 
of the Ethiopian people. It therefore becomes the 
duty of the American labor movement to engage 
actively In the struggle against the menace of a 
new world imperialist war, and in the struggle for

peace.
It k well known and so recognized by millions 

of working people and all honest opponents of war 
that the Uhion of Socialist floviet Republics is the 
most sincere and consistent fighter for peace. It 
has carried out this consistent policy which k of 
benefit to the organized labor movement and to the 
exploited mascs all over the world, in the face 
of constant provocations by the war incendiaries, 
especially Hitter fascism and the Japanese military 
Fascist clique. All sincere opponenU of war and 
fascism throughout the World are rallying to the 
support of the peace policies of the UBBJt. as one 
of the chief guarantees of combatting the danger 
of war and insuring peace. We urge the delegates 
to the Wth Convention of the A. F. of L. to take 
its place beside all fighters e gains war. for peace, 
and in defense of the peece policy of the U.Sff Jt.

RESULTS OF CLASS COLLABORATION POLI­
CIES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR
From the time tha bird A. F. of L. Convention 

(1933) endorsed th* NILA, without reservation, 
and made it the official program of the A. F. of L., 
the top leadership of the A. F. of L. has been the 
"labor” cog in the machinery of the government 
which was assisting the carrying out of the employ- 
era’ program. It i* necessary to remind tha dele­
gates to the 56th Annual Convention of the A. F. 
of L. of the glowing endorsement given by Presi­
dent Green to General Hugh Johnson at the 53rd 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L., an endorse­
ment to one of the chief enemies of organized labor, 
the person who came to San Francisco to break 
the maritime and general strike, the person who is 
now trying to foist upon the workers the coolie 
wage Scale of the Roosevelt administration. It is 
ako necessary to recall the statement of President 
Greta at the same convention that “if ah other 
groups become discouraged and give up the fight, 
labor will stand with the General and see it all 
through. I pledge to him our support.”

When President Roosevelt declared that strikes 
were inimical to the interests of "national recov­
ery,’’ these leaders, together with federal mediators, 
conciliators and “labor” boards were mobilized to 
postpone end prevent strikes and stop them when 
started by the tank and file for union recognition, 
wage incraasM tad improved condition*. The strike 
of 36400 Pensy ivania minors was abandoned on the 
promise that the miners’ demands would be ad­
justed. The promise was never kept and today 
these miners have for the most part been herded 
into the “brotherhood’! of Frick Coal & Coke Com­
pany. President Green made a similar promise to 
the steel workers at the Amaiagamted Association 
convention in 1934. The promise was never kept; 
the conditions of the steel workers became worse. . 
the company union increased and nothing hap­
pened until the rank and file steel workers mobi­
lised to force President Green, Tithe and the others 
to launch a much needed organisational drive In 
steel.

In the auto industry, the organization move­
ment was checked and strike prevented by Preti- 
dtattal decree and the endorsement of the infamous 
"merit" clause by President Green. StUl another 
organization sad strike movement in the auto in­
dustry was halted by company-dominated elections.

In the rubber industry a strike movement was 
halted by the promise of a favorable court decision 

did not as yet materialize, and by abject sur- 
te the company union on the pan of the 

A. F. of L. Official*.
In tiie textile industry the general strike was 

by the action of the Roosevelt adnunutra- 
Thte was matte possible Mr the policies of 

a number at A. F. of L. official*, and the leader- 
of the United Textile Union, who urged the 

to rely on Roosevelt and hk arbitration 
maneuvers. Thte disarmed the workers in the face 
of unprecedended government and State violence 
against the striker*. But vtatence alone could not 
have broken the strike. The strikers were cajoled 
into returning i» am* tatadtit a stogie demand

granted, by a premies of an investigation and cw
rection of their grievances. Thte promise w*a never 
kept and today the condition* of the textile work­
ers are worm than sver. To Movant the textile 
wovkers from striking, the leadern at the U.T.W. 
era today attempting to divert attention to a BiU 
In Congress to "rehabilitate and regulate th* tex­
tile industry.”

, • • • a-;'!

TOR demands of the coal miners for s new agree- 
I meat without the anti-strike clause and for the 
66 per day, 6*hour day and 6-day week, was halted 
four times by Lewis and the administration. The 
mine* were told not to strike but await enact­
ment of the Guffey Coal Bill which only benefit* 
the operators—“to cure the crisis In th# induetry.” 
Tha Bill sets no minimum wages, it freezes thou­
sands of work-rs out of tha industry, It encour­
age* tha growth of company union*.

In tha militant mass •trike* in Minneapolis and 
Toledo, the A. P. of L. officials not only refused to 
call sympathetic strikes to insure victory, but did 
everything posable to defeat tha stinigglea, to the 
extent that in Minneapolis, Tobin of th# Teamster*’ 
Union expelled th* fighting Minneapolis truck driv­
en local and thereby aided the Cltkem AUiance- 
the employer*’ storm troop organisation. Similarly 
in ths Was* Coast lumber workers’ strike, the Car­
penters Union officiate used a combination of these 
tactics against the membership.

The great general strike in Sen Francisco and 
the bay counties which brought victory to the mari­
time unions and great advances for ail labor or­
ganisations In that area, was denounced by Presi­
dent Green. Joseph Ryan. General Johnson and the 
employers ip-the same terms. Today these same 
foraea are preparing a new attack against the 
militant Frisco longshoremen as k indicated by the 
“conference*" between Assistant Secretary of Labor, 
McGrady, the shipowners and other enemies of 
labor.

The general strike in Terre Haute, only a few 
weeks ago. was quickly ended by T. N. Taylor and 
other high A. F. of L. officiate, without evta con­
sulting the strike:*.

Foreseeing that the NRA. is bound to play into 
the hands oi the employers and that therefore 
organized labor could place no dependence upon It, 
the Communist Party has mad# its now famous 
analysis of the NILA. Thefe can be no doubt that 
everything that has happened in the United States 
since the inauguration of the “New Deal” has fully 
confirmed the position of the Communist Party.

The A. F. of L. top leaders have supported and 
still support the Wagner Labor Disputes BUI, which 
k a central part of tha Roosevelt “labor" program. 
Dtis Bill has as its main purpose the effective 
checking of strike action and is essentially an anti- 
strike law. This Bill gives the federal district 
courts more power in labor disputes and strikes 
end places the unions mo.e firmly under govern­
ment supervision. If you read the Wagner Bill 
carefully you will see that not only does it safe­
guard the company unions but aims to wreck the 
real trade unions. It makes arbitration compul­
sory. It permits th# employers to set up any num­
ber of company unions—and any one or all can be 
recognised by the “labor board” created by the 
Act, as the organization representing the workers. 
Mere “labor board*” and not the workers will de­
cide the question of union recognition.

President Green has the effrontery to accuse 
the Communkts of uniting with the employers 
against the Wagner Bill. Green said the same when 
the Communist Party opposed th* now discredited 
NILA. W# oppose the Wagner Bill because this bill 
k against the interests of the workers, of the labot 
movement, and hampers the fight for Its indepen­
dent existence. The questionable value of the Wag­
ner Bill may be seen from the circular of President 
Green to the unions giving five “don’ts” about using 
the Wagner Bill. These "don’ts’* are a clear admis­
sion by President Green, himself, that the workers 
and unions can get little from the Wagner Bill. 
But still President Green preaches faith in the 
Wagner Bill. Did they not ako ask us to do the 
same with the N.R.A. and Section 7a? Did not two 
years of bitter. experience prove NILA, only 
strengthened company unionism and smashed 
strikes?

The need t, he hour is a program of action and 
the adoption of a militant policy to defeat the em­
ployers’ offensive, the attack of the fascists and war 
monger*. The delegates to the 55th Convention 
must follow such a policy. The need of such a 
fighting policy is clear to every working man, who 
demands unity and struggle against the employers’ 
offensive. rn'r

Instead of this dearly needed policy. President 
Green k following another policy. Instead of unity 
he proposed division and disunity. He has renewed 
his reactionary war against the militants in the 
A. F. of L. and war against the Communists, who 
are the most devoted and courageous anti-capitalist 
fighters 10 the labor movement. His latest declara­
tion (preceding th# August Executive Council meet­
ing* that all “reds shall be driven Out of the A. F. 
of L.“ k an attack on every rank and file worker. 
Matthew WoU’e efforts to split the International 
Fur Workers’ Union (seemingly endorsed by Presi­
dent Green) because of the unification of the fur 
workers’ unions, endangers the whole labor move­
ment and must be repudiated by the delegates to 
tha 65th Convention. Green and the A. P. of L. 
Executive Council declare that they cannot stop In- 
ternationals from excluding Negroes as the unions 
are autonomous, and thus refuse to organize Negro 
workers, but autonomy does not stop him from 
splitting unions. The A. F. ot L. must be deter­
mined to establish a united toads union movement 
with inner democracy tor all members regardless 
of race, creed, color or nationality or political 
opinion.

THIS union-splitting drive by President Grata 
* closely follows hk signature to a joint statement 
(July 4) with a collection of notorious labor-haters, 
headed by the arch-scoundrel, William Randolph 
Hearst, and including such open-shoppers as Raskob 
of General Motors, Samuel Guggenheim of the In­
ternational Smelting and Refining Company. John 
Hays Hammond, an avowed fascist, and Hutton of 
the girl-robbing five-and-ten chain of stores.

The Communist Party declares that President

Grata aoted to the detriment of th* interests of 
orgaatasff labor when ha signed that document. We 
urge the delegates to th* 55th Convention to follow 
the Itfd of many local md central Laboe
Union* and act to repudiate this shameful anti­
labor act of President Green. This document waa 
an attempt to split the labor movement, to create 
suspicion, distrust, prejudice and fan the flame of 
hatred within the labor movement so that united

We urge the delegates to the 55th Convention of 
the A. F. of L. to repudiate the fascist statement 
signed by President Green.

Th* Communist Party point* out to the delegates 
that the whole history ef ths American labor move­
ment shows that such "anti-red'’ drives, while al­
ways centering upon the Communist Party directly, 
because it k the vanguard and spearhead of the 
anti-capitalist forces, k always a prelude to new 
and more vicious attacks upon the living, social 
standards, and organizations of the working class 
as a whole.

The delegates to the 56th Convention must 
choose between the policy of Prefid eat Green, 
Lewis, WoU, McMahon, etc., or give class collabora­
tion a death blow and remove its paralysing hand 
from the organized labor movement. A program of 
unity and action adopted by the 56th Convention 
will release the splendid energy and initiative and 
limitless courage of the American working class, 
and lay a foundation on which could be built the 
structure of a labor movement so powerful and 
capable of defeating the attacks of monopoly capi­
tal. Such a program, based on the class struggle 
and bached by the American working class, whose 
heroism has been proven In a thousand hard-fought 
battles, points the way to power and clears the way 
for a workers 'and farmers’ government.

We believe that the membership of the A. P. of 
L. unices and the great majority of the working 
class desire such a policy and will mllltantly sup­
port it. This has been proven in the light of the 
vast experiences of the labor movement in the six 
year* of erlik and especially in the heroic struggles 
of the past two year*. The readiness to struggle and 
determinatim to win k shown in clear form by the 
fact that the question of general strike arises now 
in nearly every strike and by the definite and in- 
creating sentiment for pelltieal strike.

TOE Communist Party of the United States urges 
* tb* delegates to tha 56th A. F. of L. Convention 
to decide upon such a program, calling for:

1. Organisation ot the unorganised millions of 
workers in all basic Industries into industrial 
unions.

The key to a powerful labor movement lies in the 
organization of millions of unorganized workers. 
That tho unorganized workers in the basic indus­
tries desire organization cannot be disputed. A 
mass organization drive to organize the unorganized 
must be the order of the day.

We believe in. work and fight for the build­
ing of real industrial unions, in which the demo­
cratic rights of the membership are guaranteed 
and in which their energies and initiative are not 
throttled by official tyranny such as the expelling 
of militant members and local unions. We urge 
industrial unions in which there is the right of full­
est discussion and criticism of policies and leader­
ship. We urge the delegates to the 55th Con­
vention to endorse industrial unionism of this 
character and to repudiate the counterflet Indus­
trial unionism as proposed by the A. F. of L. Execu­
tive Council In the rubber and auto Industries, 
which only increases th* power of a bureaucratic 
officialdom and plays into the hands of the em­
ployers Especially k It necessary to break down 
the walk excluding Negro workers and bring in 
the millions of exploited Negro workers.

3. The 6-hour day and 6-day week without 
reduction in pay. Wage increase to asset the in­
creasing eeet ef living.

I. Prevailing union wage scale on sill work 
relief projeeto.

The coolie wage scale of *10 to 694 per month 
on work relief projects must be categorically re­
pudiated and the union scale fought for. not only 
because thk 619 to 694 scale is an impossible figure 
to live on decently, but also because it constitutes 
ft direct threat to the wages of every worker in 
thk country. To allow this scale to become effec­
tive will undoubtedly be followed by employers 
establishing a similar scale in industry.

4. Equal pay t«e equal work for young work­
ers and women workers,

5. Equal rights and abolition of all diaertm- 
tnotion against Negro and foreign-born workers 
In employment, wages and relief.

A Increase in unemployment relief to guar­
antee a decent standard ef living, for the enact­
ment of the Workers’ Unemployment and Social 
Insurance Bill, H. R. tSST.

The need of unemployment and social insur­
ance k vital to every trade unitakt. We urge a 
united campaign for enactment of the Workers' 
Bill, calling for compulsory federal unemployment 
Insurance for all unemployed, financed by taxation 
of profits and large income*. It calk for all war 
funds to be turned over to unemployment relief 
and insurance. The so-called “Wagner Social Se­
curity Bill” is of no value to the American workers 
because it makes no provisions for those who art 
unemployed now, the workers thcmaslves pay for it, 
and a very few will benefit Thousands of A- F. of 
L. unions have endorsed Bill H. R. 3677. The Com­
munist Party of the United 8tries urges the A. F. 
of L. Convention to endorse thk bill and calk 
upon the entire A. F. of L. membership to actively 
support it.

7. Full democratic rights to be guaranteed 
to afl working people.

Ws urge a nation-wide of organiza­
tion, daily vigilance and ztruggi* to maintain and 
protect ths democratic right* of the organised 
labor movement and *11 working people.

f, for » genuine Legislative Pregram.
Wc urge the delegate* to th* 56th A. F. of L. 

Convention to adopt and fight for a program of 
legislation of genuine benefit to ths American 
trad* union movement. Inateftd ot campaigning 
for bill* such as the Wagner. Gurley and other 
MBs designed to limit the right to strike and which

\

encourage company union*, we urge the adoption 
of the following legislative program:

a. Legislation declaring all company unions - 
Illegal, no matter under what mask they op­

erate.
b. T.»gui«(ten declaring the ot

e. Declaring illegal the hiring of 
guards and police by corporations or other em- - 
ployere

d. Declaring illegal and providing heavy 
penalties for any interference with the rights 
of free speech, free press and free assemblage in 
any part of the United States.

e. Legislation providing for the uotrammeled 
right of the workers to organize, strike and picket,
declaring Illegal any interference with theae 
right*.

f. Declaring illegal the use of the National 
Guard against strikers, the unemployed and all 
workers striving to better their conditions.

g. Declaring Illegal and providing heavy pan­
titles tor any and all discrimination against Ne­
gro workers and providing the death penalty 
for lynchers and anti-Negro terrorist*.

h. Amnesty for all prisoners sentenced for 
labor activity and the repeal of all anti-labor 
laws, deportations and Criminal Syndicalism ■_ 
laws, ate.

i. Immediate enactment of the Workers’ Un­
employment and Social Insurance Bill. H. R.
3837.

j. For a constitutional amendment curbing 
the powers of the Supreme Court to invalidate 
labor and social legklation which is of genuine 
Interest to the working people.

k. Legislation prohibiting the courts from 
issuing injunctions in labor disputes.

1. The ratification of the Child Labor Amend­
ment in all states, the states to provide for tho 
maintenance of these children who have been 
compelled to work previous to the ratification of 
the Child Labor Amendment.

9. For a WoTkert’ and Farmers’ Labor Party.

r[E Communist Party. U. 8. A., urges the dele­
gates to the 55th Convention of the A. F. of L. 

to vote for a clean break with the Republican and 
Democratic Parties, the parties of monopoly cap!- # 
tal, and to endorse and support the formation cf 
a maas anti-capitalist, anti-fascist Labor Party of 
workers and farmers. Thk party should be based 
upon the trade unions and to include all organ­
isations of toiling farmers, professionals, Ne^ro 
people, and all opponent! of fascism in thic country. 
Such a party will be a major weapon against the 
attacks of the monopolists, against reaction and fos- 
ctem. , *

The experience* of the working people with the 
sharpening attack* upon their standard of living by 
the monopolists, the rise of comoany unions, the 
lowering of living and social standards, the attacks 
on Negro wage earners and share-croppers in the 
Smith, etc., should furnish final proof of the com­
plete bankruptcy and downright danger of the “non* 
partkan, political policy." The "reward your friend, 
punish your enemy” policy, which has been pursued 
by the top leader* of the A. F. of L. k one of the 
main reasons for the weakness of the trade Union 
movement in th# United States, for the growth of 
fascism, and accounts for. in a large measure, 
the comparative ease with which the employers have 
been able to fool and rob the workers.

We urge the 55th Convention to endorse the 
effort* made In various localities by the organkedT 
labor movement to form such a Labor Party, auch 
as In Connecticut. Detroit and Paterson, and to 
render all possible organisational and political sup­
port to the formation of a workers’ and farmers’ 
Labor Party.

16. Trade Union Unity.
National and international trade union unity fs' 

an urgent need to effectively carry forward the 
struggle of labor. We need in America one unified 
trade union movement. Unification of the trade 
union movement, based on the principle of workers’ 
democracy and with the objective of amalgamating 
the existing trade unions into one union in each 
industry, will not only strengthen the fighting 
ability of the trade unions, but wifi inspire the work­
ing class and consolidate and unify its ranks. The 
establishment of union democracy, the right of ex­
pression and criticism, and the right to make pro­
posals for the betterment of the union will result in 
a unified militant trade union movement capable 
of winning major victories for the workers.

Th* A. F. of L. must become a part of the inter­
national trade union movement. It must fight for 
international trad* union unity on the basic prin­
ciples of the trade union movement—class unity and 
solidarity against class collaboration, for one in­
ternational ot trade unions. Thk k the answer to 
starvation labor standards, fascism and imperialist 
war.

A proposal has been tiiadq that the A. F. of L. 
send a delegation to the coming Congress of tha 
International Federation of Trade Union* < Amster­
dam), The reactionaries in the I. F. T. U, belleva 
that A. F. of L. affiliation will strengthen them 
* gainst the militant and revolutionary workers in 
th* unions. Th* question la: What kind ef a pro­
gram shall such a delegation pvt before the LF.T.U.f 

We firmly bellev# thatf the central point ahou!d 
b# international trade *n!*o anltj based on the 
democratic rights ot all onion members and orfjn* 
iistiona, against monopoly capital, tha faoclsto and 
war-mongers of afl eoamtria*. Wa urge the adop­
tion of this policy for a united trade union front 
on an international scale. The Rad International of 
Labor Unions and the Communist International are 
doing all in their power to aid in the formation 
of a united trade tfnum movement on thu beak.

We urge the delegates to tha 66th Convention 
to tadon* and support these proposals. Th* Com­
munist Party on its part pledges itself to suppost 
ail those who work for thk program and to do"Hl 
in its power to help strengthen the American work­
ing eiaaa and all toilers against the attack of the 
monopolist*, wgatwft hunger, against fascist 
tion and imperialist war.

With fraternal grecfcmgft 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE, COMMUNIflT 

PARTY, Ur 8. A.
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