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During the summer of 1933, the
relief situation in the state of Geor-
gia reached a climax. The authori-
ties in cha announced that the
Community Chest was empty and
that there‘ was no more money for
relief. They also announced that
this was no great tragedy because

- | there weren'i any hungry people in
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| For eleven days he was held in-
|communicado. He was beaten. He
was third degreed. But no charges
were placed against him.

Finally he managed to get in
touch | with the local International |

Labor Defense. - At the same time |e

what he had done, and why he had |
done it and then he said, “Yeu can |
do what you will to Angelo Herndon,
but there will come thousands of
other Angelo Herndons te take his
place. You cannet kill the working
class.”

The jury deliberated and brought |-
.{in a verdict of guilty with a rec-

ommendation of mercy. The pen-
alty under the slave insurrection
law is death. The . jury recom-
mended 18 to 20 years on the Geor-
gia chain-gang.

The International Labor Defense
appealed the case to the State Su-
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- Mass Defense Was Determining Factor in Fight to Free Herndon

By SASHA SMALL

In April, 1935, the appeal on|
Herndon's case was heard before
the Supreme Court of the United-
States. It was presented by Whit-
ney North Beymour, retained | for
that purpose by the I. L. D. The

ed that Angelo Herndon had tried
to overthrow the State of Georgia
and set up inh its place a Negro Re-
public. He waved a map showing

|

endorsed by several outstanding na- |gelo Herndon. A united front con- {
tional organizations, the American |ference in New York City pledged
Civil Liberties Union, the Socialist | itself to Herndon, “as long as you |

Party, the Young People's Socialist
League, the American Youth Con-
gress, Communist Party, American
League Against' War and Fascism,
League for Industrial Democracy,
Church League for Industrial De-
mocracy, -the Sharecroppers Union,
Southern: Tenant Farmers Union
and others,

In many parts of the country
broad united front Herndon defense
conferences were called. Commit-.
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are in chains, no worker in Amer- |
ica can call himself free.” |-

On Oct. 29, Angelo Herndon sur- |
rendered to ~Georgia authorities, |
Unable to wait until they got their |
hands on him, they had. even se- |
lected the chain-gang to which they |
would send him--the worst in the |
whole state, in ' swamp-infested |
Lanier County.

Unity Won Case

But the International Labor De-
fense and all the organizations in-
volved in the defense, forced a re-
straining -order from the | courts,
keeping Herndon in Fulton Tower
Jail unti] Nov. 12, when a hearing

on a writ of habeas corpus was
ordered. . i




