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and involved the most cruel pun-
shments.
— Mass Executions

Justices of the Peace could im-
pose death as a penalty for insur-
rection, after summary trials, with-
out a jury. Whipping was provided
as the penalty for unlawful as-

sembly of Negroes. Summary trial
and death was provided for insur-

| rection. In 1741, one hundred and

twenty-five Negroes and two
whites were executed in New York
for slave uprisings.

During the eighteenth century,

ih - Georgia itself, various acts of
the colonial legislature prescribed
lashing as punishment for unlawful
sssembly of slaves; and death with-
it benefit of clergy for aiding run-
‘dway slaves and for the second
ense of striking a white man.
L In 1804, ‘the progenitor of the
3 t “insurrection” law was
?nad in Georgia. This law read:
. “Be it enacted by the State of

iGeorgia that if any person shall

rdise ‘or attempt to any
dnsurrection of slaves, -
#on so offending shall hvie-

dion thereof suffer death withont
benefit of clergy.

; “And if any person shall hold
any discourse or conversation
with sny slave or shall make
any speech' tending to excite such
alave 1o sedition, or write or print
any such speech, every person so
offending shall be banished this
Btate forever, or, returning, shall
suffer death without benefit of

clergy.” .

; This law of 1804 was several timeg,
revised, and finally culminated’in
the law of 1861 cited acove.

: Thus we can trace, from earliest
colonial times to the present, the
law of Georgia governing the rela-
pfions between slave and master,
between wage-slave and the state |
that is the official representative of
the capitalist class.

: 18 Others Under Indictment
i It is not only Angelo Herdon who |
4 the victim of the present Georgia |
“Insurrectidn” law. Eighteen other |
persons are under indictment in |

Georgla under this law. Six work- |
€&rs—who have become known as
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the “Atlanta 8ix"-—were arrested
and indicted in 1930, for: distribut-
ing a leaflet which showed a Negro
and a white boy ciasping hands.
They are two white women, MAfy
Dalton and Ann Burlaki“two white
meén, Tom Powers and Joe Carr,'and
two Negro men, Herbert Newton
and Henry Story. In 1984, two white
girl mill woikers, Annie Mae
Leathers and Leah Young, were
arrested on the picket line during
a strike in Atlanta. Later in the
same year, in Atlanta, ten work-
ers, white and Negro, were ar-
restéd in a séries of raids on pri-
vate homes. They were indicted
under the “Insurrection” law, their
only “orime” being that they were
members of  the International
Order, a working class

fraternal insurance o’ganization.
To win the freedom of Herndon,
and to wipe this barbrous “insur-
rection” law off the statute books,
& nuhber of influential national
organisations, upon the initiative
of the International Labor Defense,

are undertaking a campaign to
gather two million signatures to|
Governor Eugene Talmadge of |
Georgia. These petitions may be |
obtained -from Room 610, 80 East |
11th Street, New York City. *

Help to swell the totall This |
fight s a fight against oné of the |
most reactionary and dangerous |

States.

laws ever passed in the Umt.edi




