Climax Nears in Herndon ‘Insurrection’ Case

When the appeal of Angelo ﬁem- !

don is argued before the United
States Supreme Court. about two
weeks from now, a climax will be

reached iIn a eampaign which has |
i Jasted nearly three years, and which '

hes s'irred the white and black

,masses of America to the very
depths.
In the

hands of the working-

class, now more than' ever before, .

lies the answer to the question:
| "“Oan we let Angelo Herndon go
back to the chain gang?”

The thought is one that almoltv'

takes the breath away.

Shall we let this young heroic '

man, known and beloved to thou- 'y

| sands upon thousands of toilers all
,over the countrv whao have heard '
| him speak. have read his story. have

| shaken his hand. have contributed |
towerd the $15.000 bail loan fund |

{let him go back to the chain gang, |
| where it is seldom that anyone su-- |
vives ten years of the torture, where
it would be incredible
lired guards should

munist, to death by tarture?
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amputated; the chain gang is where of the Herndon appeal.
the white besses of the South want The issue in every case is the
to send Herndon. right to organize, in general, and
“Our Lord Savior never suffered the right of white and Negro to or-
like those poor niggers.” a moun- ganize together, in pariicular.
taineer told the investigating com- ! Must Win Fight
mittee about the chain gang two! The whole organization of the
weeks ago. And in another phee South depends on whether we can
the report states that “whites and ! win this struggle.
Negroes were treated very much' The appeal to the court itself
alike.” That isn't true. The Ne- won't win it. Whitney North Sey-
groes were treated worse. But the mour, who prepared the briefs and
report goes pretty far in uncovering will argue the appeal, retained by
the tortures of the Negroes, apd it the Inie:national Labor Defense, is

'admits the white prisoners were one of the most capable constitu-
United |

treated as badly as that. tional attorneys in the

| The chain gang, from which the
mwumplunorthel L. D to
raise Herndon's bail ‘saved him for |

little while, Jus' takes your breath |
awey. We can't let Herndon go to
that chain gang.

Rights Inveived
But there are also other, basic,

Hetndon was a

&

ol black and white.
{ He is sentenced not only under -
slave le.ydlll!lvhk:hmammdod

| syndica. " laws of California,
| Oregon, Illincis, and many other
| states.

| The issues of free speech,
free . and the right to or- |
ganize lhcanuth is involved in
the H case,

, are under
-eh' and are stili
mmmm.

States.
view, the case is erystal-clear.

The United States Supreme Court
can’'t be depended on. not for one
moment. “Right,” “fairness,” “jus-
tlce. become mere words to these
'nine pundits when political ques-
ticns, when the questions of the
rights of tollers. white or black. are

concerned. The Supreme Court
fccn the realities of c'ass-struggle.

we ' leader of the tollers, a black leader !u learned judges know politics.

Need Big Protest
It takes a bigger noise, a bigger

that the bru- in 1866. He is sentenced under an protest, to reach them.: But they
not attempt | “Insurrection” law, which is the can be reached. The protest wasn't'
.do an Angelo Herndon, a Com- | Georgia jequivalent of the “criminal big enough in the Sacco-Vanzetti

case, i wasn't organized enough. it
wasn't. coherent enough.* The Su-
to intervene

The Supreme Court refused to in-
tmtnm
The Supreme Court was forced by |

verse the Scottsboro 'legal m
verdicts.
mmo.muaum

Prom the legal point of |

| to reverse the new. cruder, verdicts
in the same case.
| The Supreme Court can be forced
'to set Herndon free!
| This is what a reve-sal means in
this case, which is appealed on the
grounds of the unconstitutionality |
of its application in the Hendon
case.

The key to the fight is the mass |
protest.

We cannot let Angelo Herndon go
to the chain gang.

We must let the Supreme Court |
hear this shout.

A National Issue

The whole toiling population must
Join in—the workers of California |
and the Pacific Coast, who are now |
fighting aaginst the criminal syn-t
dicalism laws; the workers of Il-
linols who have just wen a big fight |
and secured the freedom of the
fifteen workers cra:wed under fts
criminal syndicalism and treason
laws; the workers of New York who
have just witnessed one of the mo~t
,horrifying exampiles of police bruta:- |
ity and terrorization of Negroes in |
Harler:; the workers in the unions, |
whose right to organize is thocat-
ened; the unemployed for whote
| rights Herndon fought — all must
join in. l
Let the Supreme Court h*:r your |
vo.ces. Send protests, cemjard th-’l

{ Angelo Herndon be freed.

| And support the mass campeign
|%0 essential to winninz his fresdom
by sending your contribution in ma-

mmuuwmum»n-ummnmmmw
indictment |

office of the Intermational uhur.
Defense. Room 610, 30 East uml

Street, New York City,



