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A Negro. a Prisoner. in the Sout

To be a prisoner is agony enough. . . . But to be
a Negro, in the South, in chains for political rea-
sons. . , . Read what Angelo Herndon told the
recent Conference for Recognition of the Status

. of Political Prisoners.
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to me. It is necessary not ionly to
fight for special privileges for po-
litical prisoners; - in some instances
it is an absolute necessity that
such a fight -be’ put up to protect
the lives of these priseners. sl

After 1 had been in jail for somé
months theéy might have connived
to take me oufrand string me up
to a tree. They ®ven threatened to
{do it, They would have put chains
{on me Tight in jall But because of
| the sentiment on the other side, the
| vigilance-of the masses or-
| ganized by the International Labor
;mfense. they decided finally that
{this was not_the best thing to do.

Life Behind Bars

It is very difficult for many people
to understand how life is for a
prisoner who has been put behind
the bars for his working class ac-
tivity. It so happens that it is even
difficult to explain’ just what this
[ life is like,
| - We: know that most of the fails
{in the South are very different
\from most of the jalls in other |

; ing on, you are

live under .such conditions is
enough to drive any person insane.

You Can't Read

In addition to this, for the po-
litical prisoner, there is the fact
that he is not permitted to have any
reading  material, literature that

which he himself was arrested. To
be cut off from this is just lke be-
ing cut off from life. As a matter
of fact, often there is pot much
difference ‘between guch torture and
death itself, because you know
absolutely nothing ‘of what is go-
converse about the ‘things in which
you mre interested,- abouf any po-
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Dutring the 26 nionths I was in
FPulton “Tower, I did not have a
chance to get ouf of my little cell,
about eight by twelve, except when
my attorneys came to see me. All
this time I was not permitted to
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| Two drawings from Hugo Gellert's book, “Comrade Gulliver.”

|are ifven all the special privileges jout two cases against him, and gave
in the world. I remember quite dis- | him a sentence of 40 years on each.
!lmctly. a banker in Fulton Tower, | A kid of 14 facing 80 years on the
who had been arrested for swindling | chain-gang!

people out of quite a few thousand | Tnis is a situation which is true
dollars. Every morning they would | jn every state of the South, be-
let “him out for exercise. EVery | cquse they know that it-helps to
evening he could go out for a ride. | xeep ‘people disorganized and .di-
They let his wife come to see him | viged,"to impose these severe sen-
as often as she liked, and even 8tay | tendes on innocent individuals.

| mitted murd

rget arrested sometimes, But they |In some ‘way or another they made |

: tion and torture wgs so barbarous | South—victims of frame-ups and |

because I was a Negro, and it Dhational ‘persecution. In Fulton
aroused the prejudice of the ofi- | Tower most of thé people brought

- Jolals, for a Negro to be arrested | in during my stay there were young ‘
4and tried for: something that had | kids—Negro kids, ranging in age

nothing to do with the usual! from 12 to 22 years. This is one of |

charges on which Negroes are | the instruments which they use to |
framed. i keep Negroes down as an oppressed i
: nation. -
"In‘j.' iad |
Siflasne = Jult For instance,

in some cases nl
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sky, LLD, attorney, who gave the | of bread, an apple, or. something of |
main report at the conference) has | that sort. He is then placed in jail
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at the motivation, not at the crime | and even given a sentence which an {
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side of it, too; to- withstand, ‘
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ers and other depraved| .

urimes, were let out’ tp walk in the| 00 Years for Stealing Shoes |

Iobby, and : receivell other special| There is another particular phase

privileges. & of the question that we should un- |
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To come back to the question of
protecting the political prisoner.
No doubt many. people would be
surprised to know just how effec-
tive a real campaign for the recog-
nition of the status of political
prisoners would be. When
resolutions referring to me as a po-
litical prisoner were sent to Pulton
Tower, the jailer had to come and
discuss this with me. He said: “The
law says you are guilty. To me you
are no different from any other
prisoners.”

But at the same time this jailer,
because of the protest, was forced
to give me at times some special
consideration:

Since we can force the- jailers to
recognize this status, in one way
or another, I think that if the
movement is intensified, if it is con-
tinued and broadened, we can not
only force them to give special privi-

leges to political prisoners, but we
(

can force the enactment of a bill
into law, providing for the punish-
ment of jailers or wardens who at-
tempt to deprive poiitical prisoners
of their rights as such.




