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Lewis Resolutions Strike Blow at Class Collaboration
ALL PROGRESSIVES WILL GREET ATTACK ON ANTI-LABOR CONNECTIONS OF TOP A. F. L. BUREAUCRATS AS AN IMPORTANT STEP TOWARD INDEPENDENCE OF LABOR

YESTERDAY the 55th convention of the American 
* Federation of Labor got a glimpse—brief, but un­

forgettably vivid—of the parting of the ways.
The voice of John L. Lewi*, president of the United 

Mine Workers, must have sounded like the crack of 
doom in the ears of Matthew Woll and the extreme 
Tory wing of the A. F. of L. Executive Council. The 
two resolutions introduced by Lewis objectively hit 
at the foundations of the whole traditional class col­
laboration policy of the A. F. of L. leaders and call a 
halt to the united front with the forces of rising Amer­
ican fascism. ........

present and his activities in the future, there can be 
no doubt that through him there spoke not only the 
half million members of the U.M.W A., but all that 
is best, most clear-sighted and progressive in the Amer­
ican trade union movement. As William F. Dunne, 
special Daily Worker correspondent, puts it:

‘The tiro renolutionn, the most open challenge 
to the Tory majority of the Executive Council made 
so far at the convention, mark—and this is irrespec­
tive of their source—a definite trend toward a break 
with the theory of the identity of interest of capital 
and labor.** ~ . j

It was an important day for progressive unionism, 
a great day for all those who want to see a powerful, 
militant trade union movement in this country.

Whatever may have been the record of John L. 
Lewis in the past, whatever may be his motives at

The two Lewis resolutions, the first designed to 
put an end to the practice of A. F. of L. officials, notably 
Matthew Woll and Joseph P. Ryan, serving as officers 
of the viciously anti-labor, pro-fascist National Civic 
Federation, the second aiming to bar open-shop adver­
tising in the American Federationist, show the growth

of progressive, anti-fascist sentiment not only at the 
convention, but among the membership of the trade 
unions and the masses of the people as a whole.

Undoubtedly they will add strength to the whole 
progressive movement, to those who are fighting at the 
convention for industrial unionism, for a Labor Party 
and other progressive proposals.

The Lewi* resolutions also represent a tendency 
that is the very reverse of that expressed in the Execu­
tive Council’s proposed anti-Communist amendment to 
the A. F. of L. constitution. That amendment was 
designed to carry into the labor movement the policies 
of the National Civic Federation, William Randolph 
Hearst, the American Liberty League, the top leader­
ship of the American Legion and the whole crew of 
ultra-reactionary open-shoppers who are trying to 
Hitlerite America. * .

Every progressive, every honest trade unionist who

wants to see an independent labor movement, free of 
the corrupting influence of the employers, will rally- 
behind the Lewis resolutions. And no one can do so 
and at the same time logically support the National 
Civic Federation amendment to bar Communists— 
which in practice will be directed against all pro­
gressives.

The A. F. of L. convention is approaching the part­
ing of the ways. A great opportunity faces the dele­
gates, the opportunity of directing the organized labor 
movement along the road of progress, growth and vic­
torious struggle. Every local union in the country 
should wire President Green and its own delegation 
at once, urging them to vote for the Lewis resolutions 
and to defeat the anti-Communist amendment.

W ipe out the influence of the National Civic Fed­
eration! Build a powerful, united,-fighting American 
Federation of Labor!
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Act Now for Herndon

IN REPEATED letters answering appeals 
from prominent individuals. Governor 

Eugene Talmadge^of Georgia has refused 
to consider the question of the freedom 
of Angelo Herndon “because the case was 
before the United States Supreme Court.’’

Monday's decision of the United States 
Supreme Court, a second time refusing to 
consider the merits of the Herndon case, 
deeming this heroic young Negro labor 
leader to death on a Georgia chain-gang, 
puts the question squarely up to Governor 
Talmadge again.

The Supreme Court has again hidden 
behind a technicality, and in doing so has 
removed the technicality behind which 
Governor Talmadge has been hiding.

Governor Talmadge can so act that 
Angelo Herndon will not have to serve a 
single day of his monstrous 18 to 20 year 
sentence on a Georgia chain-gang.

Let Governor Talmadge know the de­
mand of the millions that Angelo Herndon 
shall not go to the chain-gang! There is 
very little time. Let every friend of jus­
tice. every friend of the Negro people, 
every friend of organized labor, make the 
most of it! Mire Governor Talmadge to­
day—demand that he set Herndon free!

Circulate the Herndon petitions ad­
dressed to Talmadge! Rush them to the 
Herndon Petition Committee. 80 East 11th 
Street, New York City. Write a letter 
from your organization, one from yourself, 
get your friends to write, to Governor Tal­
madge. in Atlanta, Georgia, demanding 
Herndon's freedom! Funds are needed to 
carry on this fight, into the state of 
Georgia, direct to Governor Talmadge.

Angelo Herndon must be saved from 
even a single day on the chain-gang! Act 
now!

Oct. 16, 1859

EARLY that October morning, seventy- 
six years ago today, the telegraph wires 

hummed... In part, they said:
"Train held up five hours at Harper’s 

Ferry by insurrectionists. Say they have 
to come to free slaves.”

.John Brown, with his little band of 
Negroes and whites, had begun his attack 
on the slave-owners’ government arsenal 
at Harper's Ferry. Armed with Washing­
ton's sword, he called upon the slaves to 
revolt. He sought the setting up of a 
“free” Republic, in which chattel slavery 
would be no more.

John Brown had many shortcomings, 
those of the time in which he lived. But 
be represented, in his way, a force beyond 
bis time. A* Robert Moras Lovett has said: 
“Brown was one of those who abjure war 
among nations for political ends, but who 
enlist in the class war."

Th? American people sing: “His soul 
goes marching on!” John Brown, the 
revolutionist, the fighter for Negro free- 

remains one of their chief heroes. 
American people! What do you hear 

today, on this October 16. 1935? That 
Angelo Herndon, young Negro, faces 20 
years of liriag death on a Georgia chain 
gang. His nfftn*e? The po«session of revo- 
lutenary bt erasure! The sime vile forces 
ara'n«t which Brown fought, now in new 
fern, strike ont again.

Our answer: Herndon must he freed! 
This blow at him is a Mow at American 
freedom—at all the fine traditions which 
have given the hero of Harper * Ferry to 
the American people!

A New 30-Hour Fight

DURING the coming year, the 30-hour 
week (with the same pay «* for the 

longer hours of work) is to be made “a 
paramount objective” of the American 
Federation of Ijtbor. The fight for this 
measure is to be carried to the floor of 
Congress. <

On Monday, when the Atlantic City 
convention came to this decision. President 
Green was moved to a show' of militancy. 
"We are going to fight for this," he stated, 
“as we have never fought before.” All 
units of the Federation—local unions, city 
central bodies, state federations and inter­
nationals—are to be enlisted in this fight.

This decisionPne of the healthy re­
sults of the progressive tendencies within 
the convention. On questioning from the 
floor. President Green admitted that the 
30-hour fight had been “over-shadowed" 
by the Executive Council’s support of the 
Wagner Bill.

He might also have added that the pre­
vious 30-hour campaign by the A. F. of L. 
had confused the issue, by not declaring 
sharply for the same pay as is received 
for the longer, hours. . Thfc Communist 
Party had stood, and stands today, for the 
30-hour, 5-day week, with no change in 
pay. ,

That is now the substance of the At­
lantic City decision. Every ounce of work­
ers’ energy can now be put behind this 
proposal. The high increase in production 
with lowered w'ages and employment, 
which has marked the trend of industry 
during the past year, calls for the 30-hour 
week. It is a proposal which the employ­
ing interests fight against with particular 
determination.

In every unit of the Federation, the 
issue must be raised and speedy action 
taken. In every section of the country, 
the fight must be carried on.

Labor Party Resolutions

Bread Prices

AN INCREASE in bread prices is on the 
way. -
Score another achievement for the 

A.A.A. And more profits for the big bak­
ing companies.

Increase* in the prices of flour and 
shortening—thanks to the A.A.A. crop- 
reduction and hog-slaughtering program 
—are given as reasons.

In Ohio the chain stores have already 
taken the lead in boosting the pricY from 
1 to 2 cents per pound loaf. In New York 
the Continental Baking Co. and the Ward 
Baking Co. are about to announce in­
creases.

And this despite the fact that, accord­
ing to Monday’s Wall Street Journal, “bus­
iness with the baking companies has been, 
in most instances, better this year than 
it was in 1934.”

The big comoanies *are the ones that 
haul in the profits, not the ‘mall bak?m. 
Now they want more—out of the people’s 
pocket*.

Those women who were so active in 
the meat strike* during the past summer 
ought to have something to say about this 
latest attempt to snatch food from the 
mouths of th# poor.

Party Life
-By CENTOSL OBOANIEATIOM-4 

BBPARTMBNT

New York Meat Strike 
I mesons Analysed'.
Steps to Broaden Campaign

llfE WISH to prevent misunderstanding 
as to our attitude on the various La­

bor Party resolutions before the Amer­
ican Federation of Labor convention.

From Carl Reeve’s dispatch in yester­
day’s Daily Worker it might be inferred 
that we are opposed to the resolutions of 
the International Ladies Garment Work­
ers Union and the United Hatters.

Such an inference would be incorrect. 
We favor, first and foremost, the resolu­
tion introduced by Francis J. Gorman, 
vice-president of the United Textile Work­
ers. It is the most satisfactory and effect­
ive.

We endorse, however, all resolutions 
which embody support for a Labor Party. 
At the same time, we urge all the dele­
gations to unite for one Labor Party fight.

By such a united fight, the maximum 
support will be rallied to the Labor Party 
principle. Through it, the Labor Piarty idea 
will be advanced .toward actual realiza­
tion.

THE LINEUP by Phil Bard

THE growing indignation and 
bitterness on the part of 

the consumers against the 
high cost of living, and par­
ticularly the high price of 
meat, led directly to the meat 
strikes that have taken place 
in -New York. Detroit. Chioago.-Los 
A r> ire le*. Cleveland. Pittsburgh, 
Shen*mio»h, ete. The Btnnrfles. 
led by committees of women, re­
ceived the active support of hun­
dreds of thousand of consumers 
throughout the country.

In New Yo:k. the movement wus 
initiated bv the United Council of 
Working Class Women which or­
ganized the City Action Committee 
that led the strike. The strike seri­
ously affected the sale of meats in 
most sections of the city. Through 
our months of intense activities, we 
won s reduction of four cents on 
a pound of meat in mkny sections 
of the city and t 28 per cent re-! 
duction in Harlem. ‘

The meat strikes prove to us how j 
timely the struggle agsinst the high 
cost of living is That this issue 

I will receive the active support af 
1 consumers throughout the country 

can no longer be doubted.

‘VI
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World Front
BY HABBY GANMBS

Force* for World Mar 
Britain and Sanctions 
Japanese Military Ideas

^ S3 Aa

THE following are the Important 
* le-sons that we learned in the 
New York strike:

ID These strikes must receive the 
support and backing of the trade 
’>nion movement. The biggest mis- 
*7ke we made that we did not 
ufficiently involve the trade unions 

'n the strike. And partfcu’arlv we 
'ailed to mobilize the unions of the 
uricher workers. Although attemots 
were made, the leading comrade* 
evoressed an attitude that this wa* 
a housewives* struggle and that the 
unions must maintain an imoartial 
attitude. Just because we did not 
•et this support, the union officials, 
like Beteky and Weldman. old guard 
Socialists, aroused the butcher 
workers against the strike and is­
sued leaflets and statements slan- 
derinc the strike.

2> That the main struggle mus* 
bs conducted against the big meat 
^ackers, the trusts and not against 
the retail butchers. Prom the very 
beginning of our campaign we em- 

: nbasized the fact that the strike 
was against the packers. We carried 

| through demonstrations, picket 
, lines, delegations, etc. However.
! our main attention vms directed at |
I the picketing of loca* butcher shops.
I Here we must take into consldera- 
: tlon the role of the Federations and 
' Associations that these local mer- 
1 chants are organized In. Had we ! 
oaid more attention to organizing a ! 

j number of retail bu^hers <manv 
are members of the I. W. O.i we 

i could have brought organized pres­
sure from the retail men against 
the leaders of the federations. These 
leaders working in the interest of 
the oackers. forced the local butch­
ers to br^ek thei- agreements vUh 
the Cit" Action Committee threat­
ening them that the packers will 
discontinue their credit. We should 
’•eve worked harder to convince the 
local butchers that the strik» of 
the co^rumers was in their interest 

| rs well Then, the leaders of the 
''r’,,rct;ons woul'i h?'0 h»d no easy 
tc^k to beTav the ’wal bu^'-cs.

3) Th; Unifed Prort: 'These 
rir'gg'es give us a solendid on- 

: ’'ortvnitv to reach n-v* sections of 
^ the copulation. Although, tens of 

thousands gave their active sud- 
nort to the strike in New York we 
did not sufficiently draw them into 

: the local action committee and in 
; this way broaden our base among 
these consumers. Hundreds of 
vomen Joined our - organisation 
However, we failed to o esniz* 

j ztrone local aetion commute as that 
j would further the fight.sgsinst the 
j hl~h cost of llsdn".
I* 4» The strike in "New York was
i tHa Jew*'h *•"- |

Uon* of the c**-. 7* was ©nlv dur­
ing the second "'eek »h»t we suc­
ceeded in spree ding the sh-ike to 
"'on-Jewish sections like Harlem. 
Yorkvtlle. Columbus Ave. This was 
because we did not pay sufficient | 
attention to these sections, and! 
many other importtnt ones, in our 
preoaratory camoaUcn 

5> Rc’e of the Sections and Units: 
Tn some instances it took week* be­
fore the units be**n t© nev atten-i 
t‘<*n to t,h» m their territorw

tbouseiy’s of wr-ke^s w»-e j 
throu-h the strik* or-tic- 

■f*'- in open a*” .
"feket ’ire*, et'*.. th* unit* d'* not f 
~4iT'* f© w*r<* In *h# **-m« of thf 
Wp-tr •urr-ortin'* th* jrtrike 

On th' bas‘‘ of the;* Jesaons. the 
New York Action Committee U tak­
ing immediate stens to broaden the 
cam mil gn and to to forward in the 
struggle against the hist' coat of |

^THOUGH the severest bat- 
■I tie? are just Hejrinnins: in 
Ethiopia, the most important 
war developments are in other 
parts of the world.

Interested in prolonjrinjr the 
war aprainst Ethiopia, both 
the German Fascist and the Jap­
anese imperialists, arc beginning to 
demonstrate what, the Soviet Union 
warned about—that world peace is 
indivisible

Broadly speaking there are two 
general forces working to extend 
the war against Ethiopia into a 
world slaughter. These arc:

11 British imperialism which, in 
the last, resort, if it is unable to 
stop desperate Fascism through 
peaceful measures and through the 
League of Nations, will tear loose 
and engage in a gigantic, bloody 
campaign with its former protege. 
Mussclini. for a clear decision on 
the question of who shall be master 
of East Africa, and consequently the 
route of communications to the 
Near and Far East.

Letters From Our Readers

TO LINK the idea of sanctions ex- 
* clusively with the aims of Brit­
ish imperialism is to blind oneself 
to the other forces working against 
Italian Fascism. Just as Mussolini 
did not hesitate to utilize anti-im- 
peiialist, anti-British propaganda in 
India, Arabia and Egypt, so British 
imperialism does not hesitate to 
take advantage of sanctions for its 
own imperialist interest.?.

But that does not mean that sanc­
tions are the exclusive need of the 
British slaveholders. Not by a long 
shot. It Is tru?1 the British Labor 
Party leaders and trade union lead­
ers support sanctions only to the 
extent required by British imperial­
ism. But sanctions forced upon 
those imperialist governments who 
want them only as a threat, and 
carried out over the head of the 
capitalist state apparatus, by inde­
pendent, united front class actions 
(strikes, demonstrations, active boy­
cotts, picketing, etch, not only does 
not work in the interest of British 
imperialism, but definitely against 
Mussolini and the enemy at home.

From An Italian Father 
to His Son

New York. N Y.
Comrade Editor:

This is part of a letter I received 
from my father, which I have 
.ranslaied from Italian, dated Sep­
tember 25, 1935:

■eadera arc or*cd ta write te the 
Dali; Worker their opinion!, impresaioni. 
experience!, whatever they (eel will be 
of general tntere«t. Saggritlons and 
eritletsmi are welcome, and whenever 
poanble are a>ed (or the Improvement of 
the Dally Worker. Correspondents are 
asked to give their names and addresses. 
Csrept when signatures are authorized, 
only Initials will be printed.

Province of Agrigento.
Sicily

Dearest Son:

Invites Mr. Hearrt to Try 
Fuiton Tov.er—

New York, N. Y.

“Yesterday received your lettter. 
You want to know how things are 
in Italy and how is life? I am sure 
that you read newspapers over 
there, and that you should know 
more than I. The Italian nationals 
under heavy censorship, but I will 
tell you a little. *

Comrade Editor: J
I have just been reading George

“The classes 1901 to 1911 have 
been cri'ed to ermr; three ether 
categori;-, and all the disabled men 
of these three categories.

“Everybody is complaining No­
body works. All prices are high on 
everything Misery, miaery every­
where. Bread and wheat are very 
high. Money is not In circulation 
Commerce is patalyzed.

“This is only a few of the facts 
•bout the horrible state we sxe 
Uvln» in.

“I hope that the war will never 
happen, but every day end night 
they are taking men to the front."

A.

Kitchins "story,” "A Prisoner of the 
O. G. P. U." in the Hearst yellow 
Journal. It seems that Mr. Hearst 
would have us believe that in Rus­
sia people are mistreated and for- 

« cibly imprisoned. Knowing Mr 
Hearst for what he is. a purveyor of 
filth and a lying demagogue, I am, 
more than satWied that Georg?' 
Kitchin's story is not only grossly 
embellished but just another under­
handed attempt of Hearst to stab 
the Communist Party in the back 
through his yellow sheet.

Doesn't Mr Hearst know that all 
through the South In these free 
United States we have the cruelest 
and most inhuman prison system 
of any civilized country? And not 
very far from Times Square is Wel­
fare Island, where the filthy condi­
tions make the place a pestilence.

I wish very heartily Mr. Hearst 
could spend a period in these places 

1 and find out. A. M.

Growing Unity in Harlem 
Backs Guild Fififht

New York, N. Y.
Comrade Editor:

While Mussolini is invading Ethi­
opia. Negroes are applauding white 
men who are picketing side by side 
with their black brothers who have 
been locked out by the Amster­
dam News, at 135th Street and 7th 
Avenue, the largest Negro news­
paper in New York City. They are 
doing this even though William H 
Davis, publisher of the paper, has 
been for years been crying out 
against white employers who dis­
criminated against Negro workers. 
They see that after all Mr. Davis 
is a capitalist too. What difference 
does it make whether the e::p!oi er 
is black or white? He acts the 
same in either case.

This lockout of Negroes by a 
Negro employer is on" of th" fir t 
in the history of this country. It 
has been goingvon since Oct. 9. 
when 17 members of the editorial 
staff were dismissed for “reason- 
of economy." This wasn't the real 
reason, of course. The truth is that 
ever since last August this (hapter 
of the Guild has been attempting 
to negotiate a collective-bargaining 
contract with the owners ef the 
paper. Mr Davis dorm t like this: 
his principle Is. profit.- first, just 
like every other canUallst

The people who p’lft are begin­
ning to know th*. Harlem is be­
coming claer,-conscious

J M.

TO FIGHT aga.nst sanctions is to 
* help speed British imperialism 
directTy into its next phase of 
struggle—imperialist war, while tv- 
ing the hands of th? workers in 
effective mass action against Mus­
solini and against British imperial­
ism in any war steps it may take.

2) The next factors working to 
extend the present war In Ethiopia 
into a world slaughter are Nazi Ger­
many and Japanese imperialism. 
Both consider this the most oppor­
tune historical time1 to raise the 
question of re-division of the world 
in their own interest for fear that 
if the present Ethiopian battle is 
settled against the interest of Mus­
solini. it will be, ten times more dif­
ficult to raise the issue in the near 
future.

.It is a question of striking while 
the iron is hot. since if it cools off 
now the anti-fascist and anti-war 
temper of the masses will he of a 
harder quality than history has ever 
known.

The 7th C. I. Congress on Fascism

hvm* nner nrtstnn

“The victory of fascism is insecure. In spite of the formidable difficuities that 
fascist dictatorship creates for the working class movement, the foundations of bour­
geois domination are being further shaken under the rule of the fascists. Tl^e in­
ternal conflicts in the camp of the bourgeoisie are becoming especially acute. The 
legalistic illusions of the masses are being sha'lcrcd. The revolutionary halrei of 
the'- workers is accumulat ng. The basrne-s and falsity of th? social demagogy of f;*s- 
cUm is reveal ng itself more and more. Fa -ci m not only did not bring the masses the 
improvement in their material condit ona which they had lieen pn mUed. but has 
brought a’wut a further increase of the profits 6f the capitalists by lowering the liv­
ing standard of the toiling masses, has intensified their exploitation by a handful of 
financial magnate*, and has carried out their further spoliation for the benefit of 
capital.” (Resolution of VII. World Congress on Report of Comrade Dimitroff.)

FIRST straws in th? F?r Eari"rn 
winds blowing th? way of war 

are air-ady clearly visible Of th? 
two factions in .Taoan (Hayarhl and 
Arekn, th? Araki "hot-beaded'’ 
gang seem to have th? exclusive 
-ay. They are striking out boldlv 
and dangerously Not only are they 
running not in China, and shooting 
like drunken uangsiers across the 
Sonet border, but thev are baiting 
the British lion in South China and 
the American condora along the 
Yangtze.

Japan?.e imperialism in its crude 
way. always cutting down to reali- 
ties and ei»i?nU*>s. sees Britain tied 
up in a life-and-death battle ov*r 
Esst Africa It believes it can 
strike be‘ore its Am;rican com peti­
te:' can cut in and question its right 
to the spells And in Mussolini % 
rape of Ethiopia Japan has decided 
now is the time to talk through tne 
mouths of cannon or for a long 
time 4o hold the peace binvin.. 
feudal imperialist8 liken peace to 
death, and they are not ready to 
commit hari-kari now 

Hitler has not become dramatic 
yet over the Memel elections, be­
cause th- time for words have 
pars'd w.th him. and if h? doe* 
anythin? spectacular af all it will 
b? m the latest style, that Is in 
mil tary fathicn.

Mussottnl is digging in t<r a long 
bstrie, the end of which u the end 
for him, and he wants to :a*t and 
ru'e as long ** h? can whieh means 
he wants war whether in East 
Africa or the Mediterranean to lenf 
as it U war and life for FasrlsA.
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