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F. ofL. Parley a Turning Point for American Labor
jjTASK NOW IS TO CARRY FORWARD MILITANT STRUGGLE BEGUN AT THE 55TH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR

THE American Federation of Labor convention closed 
with the most reactionary wing of the leadership 

still in the saddle, and with their obsolete program re­
affirmed on most issues, even though modified in the 
face of the stubborn battle of the opposition forces.

The historical significance of the convention, how­
ever, is not to be measured by the formal \ictor> of 
these most openly reactionary forces. That was the 
expected result.

Its significance lies rather in the strength of the 
opposition, and in its refusal to yield to the predomi­
nant reactionary majority. So powerful and stubborn 
was the opposition that the reactionaries, despite their 
voting strength, waged a pitiful and in most cases stupid 
defensive struggle to retain power and prestige, while 
at the same time making concessions on question after 
question in an effort to stem the growing revolt.

At this convention the reactionaries of the Green, 
Woll, Tobin, Hutcheson school began a defensive re­
treat which must soon end with their complete rout as 
the dominant leading force in the American trade union 
movement. In the United States, as in other countries, 
the trend is definitely toward the left, with even a sec­
tion of the ol(f trade union leaders, Lewis, Howard, Hill­
man, Dubinsky, Gorman, etc., being pressed leftward. 
This was reflected at the A. F. of L. convention.

The traditional steam roller which served the of­
ficialdom so well in the past failed to work effectively 
at Atlantic City. The issues of industrial unionism, La­
bor Party, trade union democracy, organization of the 
basic mass production industries, the fight against 
developing fascism (Hearst, Coughlin, National Civic 
Federation), Negro rights in the unions, etc., were forced 
onto the floor for discussion. In the discussion the op­

position had by far the better of the argument, expos­
ing mercilessly the ideological bankruptcy of Green, 
Woll & Co.

By forcing this discussion, with the resulting con­
cessions wrung from the Executive Council majority 
both in the form of new resolutions and in new interpre­
tations of old policies, a platform, however distorted, 
has been provided for a broader battle throughout the 
A. F. of L. for progressive policies.

The existence ,in the Atlantic City convention of 
an already strong, truly left group, coming from fed­
eral locals, city central bodies, a few state federations, 
and even from one international union is the best guar­
antee that the fight has just begun. These were really 
class conscious workers, men and women fresh from 
tremendous labor battles, bubbling over with new ex­
periences, and militant in their demands. They could

neither be intimidated nor browbeaten by the official 
machine. They were free from such entangling political 
alliances, and inner-machine politics which checked the 
official Lewis-Gorman opposition. They were the ones 
that unyieldingly pressed forward on every issue.

The fight started in Atlantic City is now before 
every local union. Militant workers are duty bound to 
familiarize themselves with the discussions and de­
cisions. The battle waged by the Lewis-Howard group 
for industrial unionism, by the Gorman-Nagler group 
for the Labor Party, and by the federal local delegates 
on all progressive issues, particularly trade union de­
mocracy, furnish the material for a finish fight to de­
feat reaction in the A. F. of L.

The job now is to carry forward that fight on all 
fronts.
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Stop Arming of Italy
HEADLINES:
11 STANDARD TO SELL ITS OIL TO 
ITALY.

ITALY BUYS 100 PER CENT MORE 
ARMS GOODS IN U. S.

Despite President Roosevelt's procla­
mations, the United States is not neutral 
in the Italo-Ethiopian war. Those head­
lines show it. Citing Department of Com­
merce figures, yesterday's New York 
Times writes:

“Italy’s foreign trade figure*, not 
available beyond mid-year, show her 
purchase* of American cotton waste, 
iron and steel scrap, copper, benzol, 
toluol and xylol In the first half of the 
year were double to quadruple the vol­
ume for the first six months of 1934. 
In every instance the increase in Italian 
purchases was greater for the United 
States alone than for all other countries 
combined.”

We must demand that President Roose­
velt call a special session of Congress to 
extend the embargo against Italy to in­
clude vall trade, all loans, all credits. 
r The labor movement everywhere, 

especially the seamen, longshoremen and 
railwaymen, should act immediately to 
carry out the resolution of the A. F. of L. 
convention by stopping all shipments to 
and from Italy and its possessions.

Union Jim-Crowism

JIM-CROWISM still casts its ugly shadow- 
over the American Federation of Labor. 
The 1935 convention, under Old Guard 

pressure, left the issue exactly as it was 
before.

Negro workers will continue to be dis­
criminated against in certain international 
unions. They will not be admitted on a 
par with white members, in other organi­
zations. They will continue to be set aside 
in separate federal labor unions, under the 
direct auspices of the A. F. of L. itself.

This will occur, despite the majority 
report of a special A. F. of L. committee 
that all internationals practicing discrimi­
nation should be urged to change .their 
regulations at their next conventions..

It will occur, also, in spite of the pre­
amble to the A. F. of L. constitution, which 
declares for the organization of all “the 
mechanics and laborers of our country” in 
the “struggle between the capitalist and 
the laborer.”

A continuation of this racial discrimi­
nation within the labor movement cannot 
be tolerated.

We urge that the issue be raised in 
even- affiliated body of the A. F. of L. 
There can be no compromise on the matter. 
The progressive forces must, by careful 
preparation and agitation, assure a victory 
for democracy on thW issue at the 1936 
convention.

The Negro must be admitted to full 
membership in all sections of the trade 
union movement. He must have the same 
rights as every other member.

S(
Au Effective Answer

•OCTALIST PARTY members in the 
United States should confront the “Old 

Guard” stranglers of their Party with the 
results of the Peoples’ Front election vic­
tory in France. It w asn’t so long ago when 
the New* Leader wailed about the “losses” 
to the Socialist Party of France because of 
the United Front.

c What happened Sunday, however, is an

effective answer to such lying arguments 
used in an effort to block realization of the 
United Front here.

The French Socialist Party won 4 seats, 
and the Communist Party 2. For the first 
time in history, Communists will sit in the 
powerful senate into which the French ex­
ploiters did not think Communists could 
ever blast their way.

Seven or eight out of 10 seats in the 
Seine (Paris) district went to candidates 
of the Peoples’ Front! Laval was seventh 
on the list!

And these are not elections in which 
the people directly have their say.

Unanimously the French press admits 
this is a swing to the left, a victory for the 
Peoples’ Front which will have even 
greater effect in the spring elections to the 
French parliament.

In this period of war against Ethiopia 
and a threat of world slaughter the Peo­
ples’ Front victory is a powerful blow to 
world imperialism. Every worker here. So­
cialist, Communist, trade unionist, foe of 
fascism and war. will feel personal satis­
faction and gain greater hope and courage 
by this victory.

For us, Socialists and Communists, the 
great feat of the Peoples’ Front in France 
must be a spur to the last notch of energy 
for the quickest establishment of the 
United Front in the United States.
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Potential Recruits 
Methods of Approach 
Patience Necessary

JUST AN APPETIZER by Phil Bard

A Pledge to Angelo Herndon

WITH right hands raised high, the 
hundreds of delegates and visitors to 

the Herndon Action Conference in New 
York took a solemn pledge to wage un­
ending struggle for the freedom of this 
heroic young Negro who today symbolizes, 
perhaps better than any other person, the 
fight against reaction in America:

“Fellow-worker and brother. Angelo 
Herndon, upon you has fallen the agony 
and the glory of symbolizing those 
heroic workers of America who, in their 
struggle for freedom and light, must 
bear the onslaught of all the dark and 
evil forces in this country.

“Therefore. Angelo Herndon, we 
hereby solemnly promise you that we 
will never cease working, night and day. 
North and South, to inform all toilers of 
this nation of your faithfulness and your 
courage, and to rally them in one great, 
triumphant movement to set you free.” 

The example set by the delegated con­
ference In New York must be echoed in 
every city of America. Pile up petitions and 
letters to the Governor of Georgia: pour 
money at whatever sacrifice into the $3,- 
000 fund that the International Labor De­
fense needs within the next three days in 
order that it can take action which may 
yet wrest Herndon from the Georgia chain 
gang, that may still cheat the lynchers of 
their long awaited prey.

Latimer Mast Act!

TWO WEEKS ago the Minneapolis Star 
published vigilante threats that the 

Communist Party headquarters would be 
raided.

Sunday night the threats were carried 
out.

Minneapolis has a Farmer-Labor ad­
ministration and a Farmer-Labor mayor. 
Mayor Latimer was swept into office on 
the strength of his promise to clean out* 
the tools of the Citizens’ Alliance, espe­
cially Police Chief Johannes, who led the 
gunfire attack on the striking truck driv­
ers last year.

But today, four months after the elec­
tion. Johannes and his clique are still in 
the police force. With the support of the 
Farmer-Labor mayor, they shot dow-n 
pickets in the recent Flour City Ornamen­
tal Iron strike.

With the toleration of the Farmer-La­
bor mayor, they are permitting vigilante 
mobs to organize pogroms against the la­
bor movement—and to arrogantly boast 
about it two weeks in advance.

Even* union local, every labor organi­
zation and progressive individual in Min­
neapolis should act immediately against 
this new threat of the Citizens’ Alliance, 
against democratic rights. Demand that 
Mayor I>atimer clean out the police de­
partment at once and take action against 
the vigilante mobai \

BOTH our Party and Young 
Communist League remain 

seriously small in comparison 
with the existing possibilities 
for recruitment, and particu­
larly in relation to the tre­
mendous tasks which the 
present situation place before us 
Tens of thousands of American j 
workers are ready to Join the Party i 

; and the League, but are siill out-lde, |
: and primarily because of our bad 
| methods of work. .

I have In mind now a young girl, 
a W. P. A. worker, whom I recently ;

; met. I learned that she has been 
j close to the revolutionary movement! 
j for a year. Her friends are Y. C L.
| members. But she has not been re- 
! cruited. Why? i

* * *

THE girl mentioned, in my discus- ;
sion with her, two primary rea- 

; sons: First, she had been given to 
believe that the Y. C. L. would com­
pel her, as a condition for admit- 1 
tance. to do work in her shop fa 

*1 W P A. office with many young 
worker*), and she did not want to 
take any chance of losing her Job, 
Therefore, she remained outside of 
the League, and her Y. C. L f: (•nds 
apparently did not. during all this 
time, satisfactorily explain our po­
sition to her.

This young worker belongs to a 
very' important bourgeois-controlled 
mass organization. Why couldn’t 
the comrades have explained to her 
first that the Y. C. L would not 
force her to do work in the shop 

i which would jeopardize her Job; 
secondly, that she could join the 
League and do work In the mass 
organization: and finally, while pa­
tiently explaining the importance of 

. shop work, make clear at the same 
, time that this was not a condition 

for admittance into the Y. C. L. 
j All this is not difficult to under­

stand. This young girl could prob­
ably have been recruited many 
months ago. And it is very likely 

! that, had this happened, she would 
have by this time become suffi­
ciently developed so that she would 
today clearly understand the funda­
mental importance of shop work, 
and would not raise the objection 

j that she might lose her Job.
. . •

SECONDLY, this young worker had , 
been antagonized by a certain! 

attitude held by some Y.C L ers who 
had attempted to recruit her. She 
has had some questions In her mind 
about the Party program. She often j 
raised these questions with com- ! 
rades, but did not receive satisfac­
tory, serious replies. On the con­
trary. the comrades took a light at­
titude towards these questions, and 
instead of explaining our position, 
devoted their time to “pointing an 
accusing finger at me’’ (as the girl 
expressed it), and revealing all 
kinds of shock and surprise that a 

I young girl, a young worker, who 
| had been close to the movement for 

these many months, had not yet 
| joined the Y.C.L. And this was as 

far as the comrades’ "recruiting” 
activity went. In fact, when I first 

( approached this young worker in 
' connection with joining the League, 
one of the first things she did was 

! to warn me not to take this attl- 
j tude; ahe was sick of it. 
j I do not know how widespread 
this method of “recruiting" may be, 
but clearly, we are not going to 
build our Party and League on 
such a basis This kind of attitude 
smells very badly of our former 
sectarianism, something with which 
we have definitely broken, but whose 
corpse remains with us still and 
occasionally lets forth its foul odor 
We have got to keep brushing and 
cleaning ourselves, and especially at 
this time our scrubbing must be of 
the very sharpest. This problem of 
building our Party and League is 
no unimportant question to us. We 

I have got to look at this problem 
today as a life and death matter.

« not (Wily for us, but also and par­
ticularly for the working class and 
the toiling population generally.

H. P , Y C L ,
I New York

World Front
------ BY HARRY CANNES -------

Peoples Front Victory 
French Senate Election 
Conservatives Shivering:

Letters From Our Readers
Student Movement Can Forge 
MightyWeaponAgainstHearst

New York, N. Y.
Comrade Editor:

With the war danger growing 
daily, apd Hearst playing a leading j 
role in trying to whip up war hys- | 
teria and create antagonism, it! 
seems to me that the anti-Hearst1 
campaign needs to be renewed and : 
spread. The wide resentment j 
against this man whom no thinking 
person can touch with “a ten foot 
pole,” in the words of Mr. Beard, j 
is scarcely realized sufficiently, j

Particularly among students, anti- 
Hearst feeling is very strong. Many 
who have never entered an anti­
war movement are so revolted by 
the arrogant stupidity of all that 
Hearst represents, that they spon­
taneously take action against him. 
In the majority of college town 
movie houses, even In such com­
paratively conservative places as 
New Haven, home of Yale, the 
Hearst newsreels meet with - loud 
and vociferous opposition at every 
showing.

| On many campuses, the students 
have completely boycotted the 
Hearst papers. Now If the merger 
of the S LI D, and N.S.L. could, as 
one of its initial activities against 
war, launch a campaign to spread 
the “Boycott Hearst” campaign 
over this country*, wherever Hearst 
papers are sold, wherever his news­
reels are shown, they would be ac- 

, complishing an extremely important 
1 job. Every labor organization could

Rea4«r* »r« nrttd to writ* to the 
Dolly Worker their opinion*, Impreoitoni.. 

expericaceo, whttoyer they feel will be 
of general Interest. Soggestioai sad 

eritleisms are welcome, and whenever 
possible are used far the Improvement of 
the Doily Worker. Correspondents ore 
osked to give their names ond addresses. 
Except . when signatures oro authorised, 
only Initials will be printed.

be enli$ted to support this campaign.
Let's see some real action to see 

Hearst and poison made synonymous 
In the minds of every working man 
and woman in this country. Let's 
hit Hearst where it hurts!

B. I.

Transients Not Wanted 
Where Sun Warms the Rich

Waukegan, HI.
Comrade Editor:

Just what In hell does the Gov­
ernor of Florida and hi* pal In Cali- 
fornlajlmean by arresting and turn­
ing hick transients at their state 
lines; jiwhlle they permit the gam­
blers snd hoodlums with money to 
enter those states. Since when have 
they authority to put up immigra­
tion stations at their borders? The 
transient is a working man who 
made 1 the millionaires who go to 
Florid^ and California to escape the 
wintei and who live in luxury: 
while i the transient has nothing— 
homeless, friendless, penniless. Flori­
da and California don’t want them 
to slefep under their trees because 
they jare unemployed!

A TRANSIENT.

Recommends Current Article 
for Expose of War Treachery

New York, N. Y, ’
Comrade Editor:

The famous muscle-and-health 
building faker, and Willie Hearst’s 
bed-fellow,, Macfadden. In Liberty 
magazine of October 26th, prints an 
article of utmost importance for 
those who have been deluded and 
bluffed into going to war against 
Germany. The article interests us 
for its cynicism and shameless ex­
pose of America's entry in the “war 
for democracy.”

It is written by a Baston news­
paperman. D. Thomas Curtin, under 
the title, “How I helped bring the 
U, S. into the last war." Macfadden 

! probably feels quite pleased with his 
1 trick-revealing article, and no doubt 
this is another camouflaging anti­
war article to fool the candid-hearted 
pacifists and boost his circulation.

In any event the revelations In 
this article are of too much Interest 

, for workers to overlook as they show 
the rottenness of the capitalist sys­
tem and its money-mad interest. 
It shows how citizens are misled and 
pushed to a war that has no good 
for them. This also shows the im­
perative need of the workers’ press, 
to show the true facts behind the 
camouflage.

Read Curtin's article, if you can 
get it without bufing it. It’s a hard- 
iearned lesson we cannot afford to 
forget. J N.

VICTOR in the French sena- 
" torial elpction.s was not 
Laval, with his two seats, hut 
the People’s Front aprainst 

i war and fascism.
Premier Laval, by the very 

fact that he ran simul« * 
taneously in two district*, em- 
phasized the fear of the reaction­
ary forces in Franre that the Fren-h 
people, even though they have no 
voice directly in Senate elections, 
rmght force Laval out. Hence Laval 
was taking no chances. Therefore 
he had nothing to-lose

What startled reactionary France 
was the fact that through the 
People’s Front, our Comrade Marcel 
Cachln was elected to the sacred 
and powerful precincts of the 
French Senate which bourgeois 
France thought was forever secure 
from Bolshevik representation

For the first time in French his­
tory a Communist <somc papers say 
two) will lit among the French 
senators? to broadcast the message 
of the struggle for Soviet power 
through the highest legislative 
tribunal of French imperialism

“The left wing,’’ comments th«. 
Associated Press, "made the grey­
est gain, the Socialists adding four 
seats and' Communists obtaining 
one ” In fact. Mr Associated Press, 
it was an all-around victory for the 
Peoples Front. Socialists. Corr.mu-’ 
nists. Radical Socialists, and Inde­
pendent candidates gained 

* • •
TRUE, now I,aval goes back to 
4 maneuver with British and Ital­
ian imperialism over the operatioiy 
of political mayhem for Ethiopia. 
But in the rear of French imperial' 
ism is the rising tide of the mast- 
forces agtpnst war and fascism. 
Laval Is sitting out on a high, long 
and very* Votten limb, with the gang- 
saw of the Peoples Front ceaselessly 
cutting away.

What French capitalism dreads 
is not so much that seven out of 
the ten senatorial seats in the de­
cisive Seine district were won by 
the Peoples Front. Nor are they* 
directly alarmed over the fact that 
Comrade Cachin and four Socialists 
will give the petrified senators a 
feeling that even the foundation 
portals of French Fascism are 
slowly giving way. Reactionary 
forces in France, including I,aval 
who Is so close to the Croix de Feu 
now, see the senatorial elections as 
a forerunner of the outcome of the 
more important elections to the 
Chamber of Deputies

Join tho
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“The basic contradiction, that between the socialist and capitalist world, has become 
still more acute. But due to its growing: might, the Soviet Union has been able to avert 
the attack that was already prepared by the imperialist powers and their vassals, and 

■to unfold its consistent policy of peace directed against all instigators of war. This has 
made the Soviet Union the center of attraction, not only for class-conscious workers, but 
for ail the toiling people in the capitalist and colonial countries who strive for peace.

; Moreover, the peace policy of the U.S.S.R. has not only upset the plans of the imperialists 
! to isolate the Soviet Union, but has laid the baisis for its co-operation in the cause of the 
j preservation of peace with the small states for whom war, by placing their independence 
in jeopardy, represents a special danger, as well as with those governments wrjiich at 
the present moment are interested in the preservation of peace.” (Resolution of VU World 

, Congress on Report of Comrade Ercoli.)

, - * • - ■

CFNATE ‘•lections in France are 
•3 not decided directly by the votes 
of the people. The senators are 
elected by members of the Councils 
of the General Departments, or 
counties, and by delegates to Muni­
cipal Councils, or aldermen. A left­
ward whisper in Senate elections 
would mean a Peoples Front can­
nonade in the Chamber of Deputies 
voting

• • •

MOST of the American capitalist , 

newspapers played up the re- J 
election of Laval as the most sign!- / 
fleant feature. But from the Hearst 
press Parts correspondent, Amo 
Dosch Fleurot, with his ear closer 
to those who echo the real signi­
ficance of Sunday’s voting most ws 
get this bit of uneasiness:

“The third of the Renats elec, 
lion in Saturday’s balloting had 
a pronounced 'reddlah' tinge The 
‘popular front' mmbinlng the 
Radical*, Socialist* and Commu­
nist* forced I-aval Into sixth posi­
tion in the Seine senatorial Hat 

“Conservative France went to 
hed shivering tonight after learn­
ing that Marcel Cachin. leader of 
Paris Communists, had succeeded 
in sinning a Senate seat. Cachin 
thus became the first Red ever 
elected to that conservative and 
powerful body.”

* • •

THIS election Is an answer to many 
of the rotten and lying argu­

ments made by the American “Old 
Guard" leadership of the Socialist 
Party The United Front and th# 
Peoples Front has not coat the So* 

j clallst Party any losses The So­
cialists gained four aeata in the 
election The Communist Party 
gained Collectively the forces of 

i the people of France fighting ' 
against the establishment of Fas­
cism gained a mighty victory 

What aril! be the effect’ Greater 
confidence In the fight far the 7*.

: feat of Fascism, for a battle against 
Laval’s pro Mussolini policies, and 
against the wage sUahing. poverty- * 
fostering I aval decree laws The 
United Front and the Peoolea Front 

j will be immeasurably strengthened, 
j The battle goes on to the next stage 
iln France towards the Peoples* 
From government with the stirring 

: of the masses to more decisive revo- 
t lutionary battles for Soviet Power.

»


