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Change
the

World!
Hy MICHAEL GOLD

ANOTHER anti-Soviet book has ap­
peared by a gentleman named Kit- 

chin. It i» the typical horror story told 
by all these people who “escape from the 
Soviets.” It is being swallowed, as usual.
Ilk* focpel by tto* liberal Intellectuals of America 
who aim wend so much of their ooersy in “mcap- 
tnc from th* Sortete:'

I have read a few of these terrible romances, 
but I win read no more. They are an cut on the 
same pattern, and William Randolph Reant is 
the dMripMT who conceived their type-style.

Thomas Walker, who probably wrote a better 
anti-Soviet thriller than Mr. Kitehin's for the pages 
of Hearat's newapapera, was finally arrested by the 
United States government as a forger, etnbenler 
and convict who had broken parole—an all-around 
rogue who capped his clever criminal career with 
the best racket of them an for the jobless intel­
lectual—anti-Soviet honor tales.

Have any at these reviewers who express so much 
distress over the alleged cruelty of the Soviets ever 
seriously made a single effort to check up on a single 
feet in aU these books of exposure?

By their own admission, they never have. The 
fact is they want to believe such stories. They 
hide, like so many liberals, behind the mask of im­
partiality, but their dam-prejudice sticks out from 
the mask like Jimmy Durante's nose, whenever 
such a book appears. They whoop it up for such 
books; they grow feint with indignation, they are 
appa&td, shocked, petrified, passionately outraged 
that such things can be.

When a scholarly, vivid, factual book like Joshua 
Kunits’s appears, they are not passionate, one way 
or the other. They grow skeptical, they question, 
they damn with feint praise. You see, any anti- 
Sovtet book is to be bettered; but any pro-Soviet 
book Is to be questioned.

A Little Common Sense, Please

rxs useless to examine these anti-Soviet books 
and exposures, and to try to convince the jury 
at liberals that some of the facts, to put it mildly, 

are venomous fabrications. The job hss been dime 
often enough, but they have shut their eyes to any 
evidence from our side.

What I should like to segue here is the general 
probability of all this anti-Soviet evidence, and 
whether, on principle, it is to be believed.

The chid point made in all these books Is that 
the Soviet system is conducted with incredible stu­
pidity. insane cruelty, a contempt for intellectuals, 
and a ruthless Approach to human life.
’ All the anecdotes told by the refugees and ene­
mies of the Soviet become repetitious after a while; 
one horror is piled on another, but all repeat these 
main charges of stupidity, cruelty, aid contempt 
for the intellect.

Now there surely is some common sense even In 
a liberal book reviewer like Harry Hansen or Her- 
schell Briekall. It is true that reading a book a 
day and writing an estimate will finally enfeeble 
any mMP This job becomes the equivelant of a 
primp can, where surrounded by four endlessly 
mounting walls of fresh books, the reviewer finally 
forgets what normal hums nit? is like, and becomes 
a bookworm But mill, ell of us, even the lowliest, 
retains soms common sense, enough, let us say, to 
known that an imbecile cannot run a railroad or a 
big automobile plant, nor'does a group of perverted 
sadists scheme end labor to find means of building 
the beet hospitals and nurseries In a land.

It the Soviet officials are as abysmally brutish 
and stupid as ill the horror-tales would have us 
believe, how In the world did they ever manage to 
build up. in lem than ten yaara, an intricate ma­
chine-system of production how second wnly to that 
of America's? Did this not demand at least a little 
scientific intelttgenfe? It is true, that at first, the 
Soviets needed the help of some foreign brains. 
Orest American engineers, like Colonel Hugh Cooper, 
ware called la. They gave their best, and left Rus­
sia loaded with honor and gratitude. They wrote 
no honor tales of Russian stupidity when they re­
turned. Why? instead they praised Soviet In­
telligence and tenacity, that in the midst of a 
feudal-agrarian nation, cursed by an Immemorial 
mass-degradation and ignorance, had dared to leap 
forward into the 90th century- A few years ago 
aU of us marvelled at the way Japan had modem- 
feed itself in leas than fifty yean. Russia did It 
ta ten. Is this stupidity?
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The Word of » Grand Duchea*

BUT they did t by the most insane cruelty, sap 
the Haarstian refugees. Peter the Great's 

method's wen used, multiplied a thousandfold In 
barbartfe.

It Is true that a people in revolution sometimes 
loses its head, and oversteps the mark. The Ameri­
can revolutionist! tarred and feathered Tories; ac­
tually persecuted them. No revolution Is a tee 
party.

But are the Soviets cruel? Is any system to be 
labelled cruel that has the biggest educational and 
•octal budget of any government in the world? The 
measure of any system can be taken by the status 
at its women. Where is there a land that can show 
such freedom for women as the Soviet Union? 
Where are children treated so tenderly, given the 
best of everything, surrounded with such love and 
Intelligent understanding?

Where is the land that has solved the race prob­
lem, the land where the oldest cruelty known to 
man has been .banished forever? Negroes are still 
lynched in America; Jews are lynched In Germany; 
but la the Soviet Union the brotherhood of man 
has become almost a commonplace fact.

How do you reconcile cruelty with this attitude 
toward women, children, the race question? Why 
are great factories built In the Soviet Union? Not 
for the profit of a few exploiters, but to bring 
wealth to the common people But maybe this Is 
cruelty, •u-uelty to the millionaires.

And as far persecuting Intellectuals., tint it 
•bout time that even a book reviewing liberal knew 
a little about the rich, strong culture grown* in 
the Soviet Union? A theatre festival is now going 
on in Leningrad; and Stanislavsky. Gordon Craig 
and boom of the greatest theatre people from all 
the world will be there. Why do so many foreign 
tnteDectuals turn In sympathy to the Soviet* chare 
days? Because they see that this is the first land 
that realty rewards brains—gives ft room
fur now creative experiments as well as the highest

Oh, well w»;y go ati tabulation? Harry
Hanson and Hereehsll Brtctei! dent believe wu- 
sasma like Andre OMe, Roma me Roilaad.
Gorky, Hugh Cooper, or, least of all. myself. They 
prefer Use Grand Duchesses and the BUtchins and 
fesarets They prefer 
kindly capitalism to the ewe!

LITTLE LEFTY by dal
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Ml Eld Id W MM E E Ms S ■ By Donald Burke

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Donald 
Burke, who writes this article. Is 
to charge at the 12-feet-leng 

at the ahaio-fanf cage. 
an a truck, which Is new 
ike usmiirr wider the 
of the International La­

bor Defense. The tour Is part of 
the fight to free Angete Hern- 
den. eentenred to It to M yean 
on the Geeftto chain-gang.)
i • • •

T’S almost impossible to believe 
that such awful things can be 
done to people In our country.”.

She is obviously a fanner's wife, 
tanned by years of toll on the dry 
fields of South Dakota, and burned 
out by cooking over a biasing cook- 
stove. She is Standing with a group 
fetipdrttng the model of a Georgia 
chain-gang wagon at the close of 
one of our meetings In Mitchell, 
South Dakota.

‘‘But then when you think of the 
way they have been treating us 
farmers, foreclosing and throwing 
us off our farms, you might expect 
that they would try to put us on 
chain-gangs here too!”

Unions in Danger
"That’s right,” said a man stand­

ing betide her, dreaaed in neat 
striped overalls and wearing a 
typical railroad man's leather watch 
strap, "We’ve got to help free this 
man Herndon If they get away 
with felling him on the chain-gang, 
look what they'll do to our unions 
on the railroad!. And the way they 
treat the Negroe*. 'specially down 
South—I’ve heard plenty from men 
kho have worked the Southern 
roads."

Everyone at the meeting signed 
the petition, among than the adult 
members of the only Negro family 
la the town. We had had some dif­
ficulty getting a permit from the 
Mayor, an egg deafer, but when be 
saw. our delegation headed by the 
President of the Farmers' Union, 
he backed down, with a petulant 
warning that the pottee would be 
there to are that we did not say 
anything "Inciting "

Jim-Crow Beach ;
The sands of the Pacific draw 

thousands on blistering summer 
dare in Los Angeles. But only 
"Nordic skin may be exposed on 
most of the beaches. For the Ne­
gro people a little stretch at Santa

Monica has been set aside, net* 
come also large crowds of white 
workers and small businessmen for 
Whom race barriers have been 
broken down.

We parked at the beads one Sun­
day afternoon, and over Id® names 
were signed to the Angelo Herndon 
petition when he left.

"Sure 111 sign that petition. And 
here, Mother, put your name down 
hoe. It's to help free this boy 
we heard that got 30 years on the 
chain-gang down In Georgia just 
for trying to get relief for the 
colored and white unemptoyed."

The speaker was a your* Negro 
girl. She studied the cage and the 
display of John L. Spivak's photos 
which show prisoners bell* tor- 
toured on the stocks, the 
post, a young boy lashed to a 
and left lying in the sun, and 
vivid pictures of chain-gang tradi-

Lyneh-Incitement
Not satisfied with just giving her 

own signature, and that of her 
mother, she began speaking to 
others who had gathered.

“Look at this beach! We're seg­
regated. and that tint all. Right 
now the papers are trying to get 
up a lynching, with headlines that 
s mob Is looking for an unknown 
Negro man who they say ‘Insulted' 
some white woman over in Watte.

“Yes, that's It—that old story. 
‘Rape/ Or 'insulting.' or some­
thing like that.- That’s what they 
always said down in Mississippi 
where I come from An’ I've seen 
the chain-gang too. They used to 
ramp right below us. Many a time 
I could hear 'em w hi oping the pris­
oners. You knew, it sounded Just 
like a rifle shot, and I felt just 
like It was cutting into me.” The 
eld mother went off slowly, telling 
stories fresa her past, vividly re­
awakened by the I. L. D exhibit 
of the horrors awaiting young An­
gelo.

Union Meeting
A mooting of the United Mine 

Workers of America, Rock Springs, 
Wyoming, fecal Is going on. Tht 
members are aU at the windows 
listening to ou? meeting, down on 
the corner. Our talk reaches them 
through the loudspeaker, but later 
they come down to have a look at 
the cage. Borne of them are black- 
skinned—this fecal believes In unity.

"They say this Herndon was a 
miner himself, in the South. That’s 
where they've kept breaking strikes 
by playing off black against white, 
and vice versa. But I guess he was 
breaking that down getting the 
white and colored to stick together." [ 

"Yeah, that's what theyvs got 
against him so much. He had the 
guts to stand up for his rights, and 
they had to give some relief for

silver dollars was dropped in the 
hats. One old fellow, who told us 
later that his back was broken by 
a fall of rock and that he’s still 
fighting for compensation, gave us 
Id to help free Herndon and the 
BcoUsboro boys.

Hanger Demonstration

Both Oily and County adminis­
trations are housed In one building

K i 31 **• dl if li W

The chain-gang cage, moon ted on a track, which is teartag the 
coantry in the fight to free Angelo Herndon from s 20-year sentence 
an the Georgia chain-gang.

Flashes w Close-Ups
By DAVID PLATT

MEW Theatre Magazine exploded 
if a real bombshell in the movie 
industry when It published Joel 
Faith’s brilliant expose of Loueila 
Parsons, motion picture commen­
tatin' for the Hearat pres*, in Its 
August issue. In the words of a 
Paramount employe- Hollywood 
will never forget this heretofore 
unknown migulne for being brave 
enough to tell them what they have 
always known but dared not utter 
about tiie Hearst-Parsons-Daviee 
combination."

Exactly two days after the ap­
pearance of the magaslne, a galaxy 
of stars and executives were send­
ing messengers all ovsr town comb­
ing newsstands for copies, but very 
few were able to get them. “No 
magaslne enjoyed such a rapid sale 
In many a moon. Within a week, 
copies were valued and sold at five 
dollars each, and one actor is 
known to have paid ten dollars. An 
extra, fortunate enough to have 
bought his cm the first day. wisely 
rented out his copy to be read 
under his supervision so there 
could be no chiseling, at the rate 
of twenty five cents per perusal, 
and he made a tidy sum.”

Latest reports to New Theatre, 
published in the current Issue, just 
off the prres. tell of “dark rumors 
to the effect that Hearst emissaries 
hsvt allegedly bought up all the 
newsstand copies, that Loueila al­
legedly Is thinking of bringing suit 
and that Loueila allegedly insists 
that her photo illustrating the 
story was doctored and her head 
pasted onto somebody's undieted 
figure." Guessing the real name 
of the author of the piece has be­
come the Hollywood sport of the 
moment Bo far the only distin­
guished residents of the colony who 
haven’t been suspected are Shirley 
Temple and Buck, the St. Bernard 
dog in “Can of the Wild.” A few 
more articles like this and New 
Theatre will be a force to be 
reckoned with in the motion pic­
ture Industry. |

A second article by Faith on 
L« uis B. Mayer, Captain of M-O-M 
appears in the September issue at 
New Theatre, which, among a boat 
of other interesting articles, eon- 
tains a provocative essay on revolu­
tionary film production by Ralph 
Steiner and Leo T. Hurwlts and an 
extraredinary account at a night 
in a Fourteenth Street moviehouse 
under the title “Htoo-Walpurgis 
Night. l«th Street by Edward

r!E Producers and Distributors of 
"Red Salute" are deliberately 
publishing miataadittg advertise* 

•nents of their feactot film about 
"indent life, to feol picture exhibi­
tors Into thinking they are getting

an entertaining and uproarious 
comedy, full of "romance, action 
and suspense” . . . This is the 
way United Artists' two-psge ad on 
"Red Salute’’ appears in the cur­
rent issue of Variety. . . .

“Red Salute —it happened in 
Mexico when two fugitive young 
lovers went over the border and 
then found out that they couldn't 
get back ... youll roar with 
laughter at the faet-movinf series 
of amusing difficulties that almost 
wrecked their motor trailer and 
their constantly Interrupted ro­
mance » -a . year’s outstanding 
comedy . . . a perfect blending of 
romance, action, suspense and up­
roarious fun. . .

They also annouce a "Red Salute” 
Contest with a prim at 1100 to be 
awarded to the exhibitor giving the 
soundest answer to the following 
question . . . “Does a great pro­
duction need the support of super- 
lativas in advertising or can it sus­
tain itself at the box-office on 
the basis of merit alone with the 
aid of simple announcement ad­
vertising.” . , .

Readers of the Dally Worker, by 
all means, should enter this contest 
to let the producers know what 
they think of this “great produc­
tion’’ they are so sure can “sustain 
itself at the box-office on the basis 
of merit alone" . . . Address your 
lettera to the "Red Salute Contest 
Editor," United Artists Corporation, 
Tfe Seventh Avenue, New York 
City. . . . ^

• • •
PRANCI8 LEDERER and Lewis 
a stone are mentioned among the 
contributors and members of the 
newly organised fascist “Consti­
tution Society” of California— 
headed by the provocateur Dudley 
Gilbert-endorsed by the Chamber 
of Commerce, Industrial Associa­
tion and til1* Hr strikebreaking out­
fits—designed to fight communism 
and combat militant trade union- 
inn on the Pacific Coast . . .

both the Negro and white workers /* 
"Look at these chains how’d you 

like to have these on your legs?”

“No sir! But look here what they 
do to you if you talk back; or get 
’em Sown on you anyway. 1 saw 
that pietism 'I’m s Fugitive from 
the Chain-Gang/ but they didn't 
show all tills. I guess them movie 
men didn’t want to tell the whole 
story This here International La­
bor Defense (he spelled out the 
name from the sign on the back), 
they aren't afraid to expose these 
things. This cage Is sure Hell on 
Wheeler

An appeal for funds wa* made, 
and over 117. much of It in large

Slur on Negro People 
In Movie Portrayals 
Vigorously Protested

I ing fa 

sent to Movie Czar Will Hays by 
the Rev. Costonie. Negro evan­
gelist. who speaks In the name of
10.000 Negro followers In the 
vicinity of New York City:

Hon. Witt Hays,
Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors of American Inc.
2S W. 44th Street.
New York City.
Dear Sir;

The Colored League for Social 
and Economic Justice notes with 
regret on behalf of one-tenth of 
th* fAmerican people that the 
“Birth of a Nation," tha picture 
that ambarrased and humiliated
14400.000 Negroes Is about to ba 
reproduced In sound.

For years the motion picture 
industries have made a practice 
of humiliating and embarraalng 
Negroes by portraying such 
characters—public enemies to our 
race—as “Amos and Andy” and 
“Stepin Fetchlt” as typical Ne- 
groea deliberately overlooking our 
genius, patriotism and talent.

The Motion Picture Industries 
have persistently portrayed us as 
criminals and superstitious feols 
and have done much to foment 
racial hatred, holding the Amer­
ican Negro up to be ridiculed bf~ 
the entire world thus making us 
the subject of every ill timed 
Joke.

We have endured the mockery 
and have been the target for 
every embarraalng Insult too long 
end this is to inform you Mr. 
Hays that unless we are assured 
that you will lend every effort to 
prevent the reproduction of this 
film, we will in the next 15 days 
inaugurate a nation-wide boycott 
among colored people against all 
motion picture theatres.

Very truly yours,
T PROPHET KIAWAH . 

OOSTONIE, President

in the Mormon city of Salt Lake 
City. Utah. It is surrounded by a 
vast, deeply shaded lawn, a pleas­
ant relief from the burning deserts 
nearby. The whole valley is rich— 
the first irrigated farm land in tha 
United States.

But amidst this plenty, on these 
lawns, a crowd of hungry people has 
gathered They have come at tha 
call of the Unemployment Council, 
to make plans for another demon­
stration for Increased reliaf. Many 
sit on the grass, here and there 
the boots and Stetson of a cowboy 
may be seen.

Speakers get up on sn upturned 
trash barrel—they urge everyone to 
turn out and “bring a crowd.” Each

one refers to our presence, and the 
similarity between their own strug­
gle, and that In which Herndon was 
arrested. Then the meeting Is 
turned over to us.

They listen Intently, reacting to 
each point, warmly conscious of the 
attack on themselves made by 
Herndon's sentence to a living hell. 
The resolutions are passed with an 
“aye” which could be heard far out­
side the City and County building 
And even here, from this crowd of 
unemployed, a silver dollar was In 
the collection which was made to 
send us on our way across the 
desert plains—bringing the story of 
Angelo Herndon to the white end 
Negro messes in city, town and 
country.

"Tell them that Salt Lake City la 
In the fight to free Angelo Hern­
don!"

At Scene of Ford
Aa this is written, the chain-gang 

truck la parked on Woodward Ave., 
Detroit, the street down which 
marched 70,000 worker* several 
years ago behind the bullet-riddled 
bodies of four workers murdered by 
Henry Ford's gunmen, because they 
asked for Jobs or relief.

Feople art attracted by the crowd 
examining the truck and listening 
to the several members of the I. 
L. D. who explain the Herndon case 
and the torture* of the chain-gang. 
They stop anywhere from five min­
utes to half an hour. They sign 
their names—some drop contribu­
tions for the defense fund in the 
box.

"It’s hard to believe."
This U the most common expres­

sion. But then, too. these people 
are mostly from the same class as 
Herndon, the class which produce* 
all and receives little. So it Is not 
hard for them to believe that even 
under democracy, with all of It* 
boasted "rights.” the ruling clas* 
can and does torture, beat and mur­
der those who cry out in tha name 
of the people.

So, practically without exception, 
every man and woman, black or 
white, having seen th# hell which 
faces Herndon down In Georgia 
signs the petition which rolls aeroas 
the country gathering tha storm of 
two million vetoes shouting;

“FREE ANGELO HERNDON!” .

Voices from Prison
JACK CRANE Is one of the eight 

Sacramento d e fe n d a nt s sen­
tenced to from one to fourteen 
years In San Quentin on charges 
of "criminal syndicalism/'—-a purely 
political charge. While the appeal 
In their case is pending, they are 
serving out their time.

In the prison, the political prison­
ers are discriminated against. 
Though Crane la suffering from 
■tomach ulcers and la In a very 
serious condition, ha has had no 
medical care, and no relief from the 
basic bean diet which Is the prison 
fare. In the following letter to the 
Prisoners' Relief Department of the 
International Labor Defense, he 
tells about his condition, and the 
story of his life:

“As to my health. In all honesty, 
I feel that I am not making any 
progress at all. I have asked for 
milk; even though It has not baen 
refused, I have not received any as 
yet. It has been suggested that I 
try cod-liver oil as a body builder. 
I Intend to ask Dr. Stanley for some 
tomorrow. I am receiving constant 
encouragement from everyone and 
believe me I am trying to hold out 
until my release, whenever that will 
be. Remember one thing, spiritually 
I am always great. - 

“Yes, my birthday is near. I was 
born in New York City on Nov. 15, 
1808. It seems funny, you know, 
that my life has a peculiar twist. At 
the time of my birth, my father was 
somewhat of a prosperous small 
business man. He had a baker 
shop. Yean later he lost his busi­
ness and his money. It was about 
1811 that I first went to work. I 
used to work before and after
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“I graduated public school in 1013 
and got a Job in a print shop. I 
joined tha printers union but later 
dropped that and went to study 
music seriously. I studied the violin 
until about 1021 and entered the 
profession*! field about 1021. I 
made application in the musician*’ 
union in New York City and was 
accepted. I followed that field of 
endeavor until 1916. Some year* I 
received lots of work and others, 
I hardly worked at all. When the 
Vitaphone came Into existence, that 
put a crimp into tha musical field 
and whan th* radio was introduced, 
well, that put tha finishing touch 
to tha musician. Prom then on, 
they were not able to get steady 
work and I was no exception.

• • •
“OUT, fortunately, as a boy, I had
u followed what was then catted 

wireless. Later it developed Into 
radio. I happened to pity over a 
few radio stations, but my curiosity 
was for the technical end rather 
than for the musical end. I took 
to studying radio and worked as a 
radio mechanic. In 1027. I went 
Into the radio busintss for myself, 
that wa* In the Bronx. N. Y. I 
was fairly succassful for a while 
until the depression came. Then I 
lost my business, money and home 
This happened in 1921.

"You may wonder where the 
twist may center and Its peculiar­
ity, Note, my father was a small 
business man; I had to go to work 
when I was young; always had 
high ktatls, therefore studied music 
to be a professional man, and after 
that failed, I, too, went Into busi­
ness only to be violently thrown 
into the working class. Now I am 
here. Some day I intend to write 
an Autobiography. While I am here 
I doubt it very much if they will 
permit me to send one out. so. 
therefore, I will have to wait until 
X get out again.”

Jack Crana is one of the more 
than 100 long-term prisoners for 
which the Prisoners’ Relief Depart­
ment organizes aid—money for 
cigarette*, stamps and other com­
fort* in jail, correspondence with 
the outside. Assistance for their 
families outside. Hundreds more 
of short-term prisoners are aided 
by the fecal I. L. D. prisoners’ re­
lief department.

fiend your token of mildasety. ta 
the form of a contribution for pris­
oners’ aid. to the Prisoners' Relief 
Department, International Labor 
Defense, 10 Bast 11th Street. New 
York Cfeff.

WABC—Ooodm.i; Orch-*tri 
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wjz— rum* Orebtetre

Against the Sales Tax
: Are Communists In favor of saleg 

taxes? J. h

Answer: Emphatically, not The present spread * 
of the sales tax plague has been consistently fought 
by the Communist Party. It potato out that the 
safes tax hits those workers who can least afford a 
reduction In their living standard* and leave* the 
rich untouched. In thi* connection an economist 
ta a recent issue of the New RepoMfe pointed oyjt 
that, proportionately, the tales tax hit* the poor 
worker 81 times aa hard aa it does the rich. Thig 
Is soaking the pom: with a vengeance.

The capitalists have tum»d to the sales tax *8 
a means of putting more of the burden of the crisis 
on the poor. The workers used to pay 30 per cent 
of federal taxes, now they pay 65 per cent, while 
the share of the rich has fallen from 70 to 35 per 
cent under the New Deal. But now In addition to 
Imposing these burdens, the capitalists have added 
tha additional burden of safes taxes, which are now 
enforced In 28 states.

These taxes cut the living standards of the poor, 
since they must pay on every one of their small 
purchases. Thus the tax fe not a mere one or two 
per cent; in actuality it runs a* high as 15 per cent 
as far as the worker* are concerned. Not only la 
this vicious movement spreading, but there are 
strong forces moving towards the adoption of a 
national safes tax. This movement la supported 
by the National Chamber of Commerce, the Hearst 
press and other reactionary groups.

It is necessary for the workers to fight this move­
ment to put the entire tax burden on their backs. 
The burden of taxation should be borne by the rich 
and tile big corporations. Their surplus funds could 
furnish the taxes needed for unemployment and 
social insurance, health and educational activity and 
other social reforms desired by the workers. One 
of the planks tot a fighting workers' and farmera1’ 
party must be against the sales tax and for taxation 
of the rich.

Literature
to the Masses

-

The Daily Worker mote refer 
f8M88 within the next three 
meathe: Take ep a cefieatoeB la 
rasa ehep. aoreng year friend^, 
at year ledge oieetlag! Stage aa 
affair far the Dally Werherl

Fight for the Literature Distribution 
Apparatus

The mass distribution of Party literature must 
be pushed to new high levels in the coming fall 
and winter months. To achieve this we must at 
once strengthen and build our literature distribution 
apparatus until it reaches every section and unit of 
the Party, and every aympathetic mass organiza­
tion, and until every member and revolutionary 
worker is mobilised to distribute our literature 
among hla or bar fallow workers In the shop*, trade 
union*, maes organisations, neighborhood*, etc.; 
and until every campaign and activity of the Party, 
every mans meeting, and street meeting la per­
meated with the sale of literature.

The building of this apparatus ta not a simple 
teak. We must fight for it. Against whom or 
what must we fight? Wa must fight against every 
tendency or influence In our ranks which under­
estimates or simply Ignores the Important role which 
literature plays in building and strengthening our 
Party and the revolutionary mass movement, and In 
winning the workers for the line of the Party; which 
falls to link up revolutionary theory with our day- 
to-day revolutionary activity ; which depends mainly 
on "spontaneity" of the masec* for literature sale*— 
notably sales through book shops rather than on 
organized mass sale; which underestimates the im­
portance of systematic every day work of mass dla- 
tributlon, instead mainly employing ’sensational­
ist” methods—distributing only what is "new" rather 
than what is most effective for oertain campaigns 
or for winning Individual workers.

Our comrades at present In the literature dis­
tribution apparatus must be the driving force In 
building and perfecting this apparatus. They will 
in most cases receive the utmost cooperation from 
the district, section, and unit buros. and the lead­
ing Party functionaries. Wherever there Is resist­
ance in the Party apparatus or among tha member­
ship this must be overcome through discussion and 
self-critic lam. But only through constant planning, 
constant check-up and guidance, and constant strug­
gle to overcome all obstacles, on the part of the 
literature distribution apparatus' as it fe now. and 
as we further develop and strengthen it. will we 
be able to build up our literature distribution ap­
paratus to the necessary strength and mobilize the 
Party membership and revolutionary workers to 
really reach the millions with our Party literature.

What Is the Apparatus That We Need?
In each district there should be a District Litera­

ture Director who Is directly responsible for the 
literature work as a whole and around whom there 
should be orgenlzed a District Literature Committee. 
On this committee there should be a representative 
of the Org Department, a shop unit member, a 
trade union member, and a mass organization mem­
ber. The District Literature Director should as a 
rule furnish the link with the Agit-Prop Depart­
ment through himself being a member of the Agit- 
Prop Committee.

The District Literature Committee should meet 
regularly every two weeks, plan and check up on 
the work, assign 1U members to visit Section Bunn 
and Section Committees and Section Literature 
Committee meetings, ta order to take up the ques­
tion of buildng the apparatus ta the sections and 
units, to organize the carrying out of the distriet 
plan of work, and to check up on the state of work 
in the tsetions. Regular meetings of the Section 
Literature Director* (in the district city) should be 
held every two weeks, and periodic literature con­
ferences organized on a district scale. Every third 
meeting of the Section Literature Directors ta the 
district city should be • combined meeting with th# 
Section Agit-Prop Directors.

At thee* meetings a mobilization must be made 
for the carrying out of tha district plans; quotas 
or tasks established for the sections; e check up 
made on the carrying out of prtvfeusly assumed 
tasks, on the functioning of the apparatus in the 
sections, and on how literature dfetribution is be­
ing linked up with the mass activities of the Party, 
discussions in th* unite, etc.; and experiences ex­
changed between the —tfeW

As e further means of mobilizing the Party mem­
bership for literature distribution, and check up 
on the carrying out of the plans for literature die- 
tributten, * monthly literature 
issued by the Distriet Lttenture 
shall go to all sections, units, end Party fraction*

(Tb Be Contteaed to Meet Toetasy i
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