YOUTH DEMANDS PEACE, by
James Lerner, published by the
Natiénal Youth Committee of the
American League Against War
and Fascism. 5. cents.

ERE is a pamphlet of twenty-

three pages written in terse and
simple language that is a clarion
call to America’s youth to stand
guard against the feverish prepara-
tions of American financiers to
plunge us into another imperialist
world slaughter. It exposes the hol-
low talk of *pemce” and ‘“neutrnlity”
while at the same time the dealers
in death are making haste to ex-
plode the poisonous gas and roar-
ing cannons that will mean chaos,
death and destruction of millions of
young people.

Every effart is being made to
blind the people through subtle and
sometimes ‘open war propaganda
with the hope of ereating illusions
in their mlnd.n that wars are jus-
tifled and ‘necessary to save the
world for “democracy” or whatever
the slogan it be. The newspa-
pers scream with startling head-
lines of: war in the far East—Hit-
ler moves info Rhine--Italian troops
closing in on Add!l ‘Ababa—America
remsins
and over radlo the people are
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ings of the firm were $4,997,000. The
next yvear they reached $86.000.000.
Millions of innocent people were
killed and maimed and out of their
blood and death the Morgans and
the du Ponts reaped a harvest.
The more threatening war be-
comes the more talk do we hear
about “national defense” and “keep
America out of the war” and at the
same ftime the government is ap-
propriating billions of dollars for
bigger aiwd better battleships. Last
year the budget of the Army and
Navy was one billion dollars. The
McSwain “Air Reserve Training
Corps” bill which is supposed to be
in the Interest of *“national de-
fense,” calls for the training of
from 20,000 to 30,000 young boys be-
tween the ages of 17-24 as aviators
in the United States army. Out of
the relief funds they are building
one hundred and fifty armories.
The army budget which passed the
House of Representatives asked for
the taking of 1,000 R.OT.C. men
every year and giving them a year's
training In the regular army. It
enlled for 51 units in the R.O.T.C.
and the sddition of 15,000 to the
OM.T.Ci cs#mps. i
- . L
ERNER points out that while bil-
lions of dollars are being poured
otit of the treasury of the United
Btates the plight of the young peo-

pla is becoming Increasingly worse. |

In 19341935, 2400 schools in
eighteen states closed down becivase
of lack of funds. Fourteen thou-
sand other schools remained open
only due to the fact that fteachers
worked without salaries. In eleven

Southern States the yearly bucipet’
for Negro students is $12.87 per sfu-|
dent. Por whites in the same states, |

$4431. In one Alabama county the
‘figures ary: whites, $75.50 a year
and Negro, $4.82, "
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m 0t 3l who read lt. And
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I for one would urge upon all those
who are against war and fascism
and for peace, freedom and prog- |
ress to buy a copy. It can be used
as a very importart weapon in the
fight against the war makers.

We young people have before us
tremendous tasks and responsibili-
ties. As Lerner writes:

“National Defense is the cry of
the war makers who want to de-
fend their investments. Youth has|
a tremendou$ job of national de-|
fense of its own. . It is defense of |
its right to life by working actively
for peace; a right to happiness by
working for jobs, vocational train-
ing and education in general. This
is the national defense which is in
the Interest of the people them-
seives.”

The pamphlet ends with a sec- |
tion: “What shall youth do to stop
war?” It answers:

1. Seture the pajsage of legisla-
tion against military training in
colleges ‘and 'high schools. (The
Nye-Kvale Bill in Congress in 1936
seeks the abelitior. of compulsory
military training and deserves our
support.)

2. Defeat lellslt!ion to estabhsh
aviation training (McSwain Bill),
Secure the withdriwal of military
officers from the iCCC camps and
substitute educatons and vocational
teachers.

3. Insist upon academic freedom
and democratic control of eduga-

alty oath bills, disciplinary actions
against teachers and students en-
#aged in peace an( anti-fascist ac-
tivities and denial of the rights of

izations,
a:mmmuuhawmuﬂ
peace mobilizations (April 22;
vember 11) and youth peace utb‘l
ties and parades ga May 30.




