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-By ROBERT WOOD---------------

HAVE you ever been in the deep South?
It is a land in which reaction and open 

terror, brutality and murder face workers 
day in and day out. You don’t h$ve to be 
a Communist to be its target. Be a liberal, 
a pacifist, a union man and the terror is 
there, at your shoulder.

Speak “out of turn" and down it comet, in beat­
ings. in kidnaplngs, in arrest and Jail, in outright, 
direct unpunished murder.

Go out on strike in Georgia. You are tired of 
longer hours being piled on, of more and more 
back-breaking speed-up. Are you a textile worker? 
Fourteen erf your Southern trade union brothers 
were murdered in the general strike a bit more than 
a year ago. »

In the Alabama miners’ strike, two union coal 
miners, one Negro, one white, were murdered, nine 
shot and wounded. In the longshoremen’s strike, 
on the Gulf Coast, eleven men were shot down. In 
the 1939 cotton choppers’ strike, two union brothers 
were first' mutilated and theh lynched.

Three leaders were murdered in the recent 
ootton pickers’ strike. Three bodies were found in 
the swamps adjoining Fort Deposit, Alabama. They 
have not yet been identified. Why? Because you 
can’t get into the Alabama Black Belt right now 
and be fairly sure you’ll ever come out. There are 
landlords and landlords’ thugs and special deputies 
and sheriffs, all on the watchout.

Some of them recently told a reporter for the 
Birmingham Post, whom they mistook for someone 
else, that if he were a “Birmingham Communist” 
they would string him to the nearest tree!

* • •
Nineteen Bullets
rD BRACET was a leader of the Share Croppers’ 
“ Union In Lowndes County. Alabama. During the 
cotton pickers’ strike be held his post, In the lace 
of fierce reaction. Soon a posse of deputies ap­
proached his cabin and yelled “Nigger, your time 
has come!”

Braoey dashed for the back door of his shack. 
He hoped to get away and hide in the swamps as 
some had done in the earlier days of the strike.

This lesder of poverty-surrounded farm workers 
never got beyond the door steps. Nineteen ballets 
entered his neck and back. He fell dead.

A letter doted September 3rd came to us In Bir­
mingham. It told the story in few words. "Bad 
news.” wrote a worker in Montgomery, "Ed Bracey 
in Lowndes County on Sept. 2 was shot down when 
he out running, by one of the deputy sheriffs 
of Lowndes County. He was shot nineteen times in 
the neck and back and the sheriff said they would 
buy the coffin.”

The Devil’s Crew

F BIRMINGHAM,'the ’“Pittsburgh of the South,” 
the forces of reaction include the the

White Legion; the Knights of the Green Dragon; 
the company thugs, concentrating on kidnaplngs 
and beatings; the steel corporations’ subsidized 
McOuff National Detective Agency; the “Red- 
squad” of the police department.

There is a Downs’ “literature ordinance” which 
gives ten months on the chain gang to workers ar­
rested and in possession of two copies of working 
class — “seditious” — literature. , Re-enforcing these 
forces engaged In frontal attacks on basic democratic 
rights, are the leaders of the American Legion, 
Joined in their constant “Red-baiting” by the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and other “civic” groups.

la Georgia, there Is Governor Eugene Talmadge. 
He “suffers pickets as spectators only,” wrote a news­
paperman. There is the rabid wild-eyed prosecutor 
of Angelo Herndon, the Rev. Assistant Solicitor Gen­
eral. John H. Hudson. There is the Fascist “Order 
of 21.” And Kenneth Murrell, district commander 
of the American Legion. There are a host of thugs 
and police encompassing the mill village of the Ful­
ton Bag Mills in Atlanta, on the watch for “litera­

ture and agitators.”
* * •

They Cat Him and Hang Him

F>R the Negro there Is double, deep oppression. A 
landlord's son beats a Negro boy. The boy pro­

tects himself. This is being “uppity” and “saasy.” 
The finish, lynching of the young Negro worker. 
Read this letter from Hope Hull, Alabama:

“Just a few lines to let you know Just what is 
happening- In the country last week, in Leder- 
hatchet, a white fellow and a color fellow got In 
some word and the white fellow pick up a stick to 
smash him and the color fellow pull out his knife 
jjul made at him and the white fellow fainted. And 
the colored fellow leave the valley and went over the 
hill and the white fellow got up the KKK and over­
take him and cut him and hang him to a pine tree 
limb, shot him to death. His name is Tom Scott.
HU wife’s name is Ruthie Mae Scott”

• • • ’

The Li*t rtf the Victims 4 
MUCH more can be told. A book-full. Of the 
**■ Negro worker, good union mad, Walter Brown, 
who received twenty yean on the chain gang, be­
cause a white girl charged a Negro attempted to at­
tack her.

“Z recognize hU voice,” she testified at the “trial.” 
This was the only evidence. Her escort refused to 
back her “testimony.” An all-white Jury out twelve 
minutes gave him twenty years.

Of Sam Childs, Negro union miner in Bessemer, 
set upon by coal company deputies and murdered. 
Of Sol Williams, taken from hU bed at past mid­
night, taken seventy miles past Tuscaloosa, beaten, 
hU clothes taken from him and told to stay the 
hell away. ^

Dose ns of other workers beaten. Jailed, some rail­
roaded.

• • *

Heroism
THE workers, black and white, farm and city, are 
* rallying against this deep reaction. Heroism fills 
pages. The staunchness and courage of workers 
faced with bitter, furious reaction. They, need help. 
Lawyers, publicity, financial help. We appeal to the 
workers In the rest of the country to help strengthen 
and widen this fight

Former help made it poasibie for us to smash a 
"literature” ordinance in nearby Bessemer. Ed Seats 
and Lonnie Hutton. Negro union men. were freed 
when the ordinance was declared unconstitutional. 
Former help gave us strength to smash a half dosen 

attempts to railroad leading workers under 
law, and to make inroads
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Angelo Herndon: Symbol of Strength
WORDS BY MICHAEL ({l l-V * ~ MUSIC BY LAWRENCE ADAMSON

i-

Lift up your voices •
Workers all hail 
Anjfelo Herndon;
Is out of jitil

» ' '■ " 4.
;X , 2.

Strength of the workers 
Bent the bars v -4
Out walked Angelo 
Under the stars. *

8.

Raise up those banners 
Join with your voice 
Here comes our comrade 
Cheer and rejoice

4.

Lift up your fist again 

Everyone yell 
One more class-prisoner 
Lifted from hell

5.

Thin little Negro 
Who challenged their power 

Spirit unbroken 
Locked in a tower

6.

We got him out again 
We raised the bail 
We took our Angelo 
Out of the jail

7.

Lift him on shoulders 
Negro and white 
March thru the streets with him 
Sing with your might j

8.
Thin from confinement 

For leading his class %
He smiled and waved back 
At the thundering mass

9.

Symbol of courage 
Leader in fight t
Welding the strength 
Of the black and the white.
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MUSIC

lo support our work u to attend 
the New York Dtetrtct 
fenee. Go every night, 

night. February U. be- 
income on that day will 

District to the South- 
International Labor Defense, 

pressure in the South We 
ho tear, and help us

An Incomparable Soprano -
By M. M.

WITH, singers so numerous, and 
artistic measuring tape as severe 

as it is. It was with more than sim- | 
pie curiosity that one read last year 
in Herbert Peyser’s frequently as­
tute, fortnightly Vienna dispatches 
to the New York Times, praises of 
Marian Anderson, the Negro con­
tralto, which contrasted wildly with 
the normally cautious Judgments <5f 
Mr. Peyser’s home colleagues..

After her Burpean successes, no­
tably In Vienna, Salzburg, and the 
Soviet Union, Miss Anderson's re­
appearance in America was defi­
nitely sensational. To hear her in­
comparable voice, smooth, penetrat­
ing, and inimitably rich in umbre, 
and to be witness to an art of song 
that spontaneously creates and 
holds moods, and so enhances mu­
sic with the profound grandeur, 
dignity, and simplicity which is per­
haps encountered once In a gen­
eration, is to experience the making 
of musical history.

Formerly a singer In a church 
choir in Philadelphia, when poverty 
was no stranger to her, and today 
one of the rarest singers of our time, 
Miss Anderson expresses her deter- 
mlnaUon to eventually return to the 
Soviet Union where she hopes to 
remain for good.

BOOKS IX REVIEW
By JOHN STANLEY

THEATRE

“It’s a Long, Long Way . .

Three weeks before the first bomb 
was dropped on Ethiopia, the 
Italian travel agencies were print­
ing brightly colored posters an­
nouncing special excursions “to 
the newly occupied Italian terri­
tories.” The posters said; * 

'Tourists! We are planning 
special trips from Milan to Adchs 
Ababa, returning by way of Eri­
trea and Libya, for IBM. Visit 
the former kingdom of the Ne­
gus!”

The Far East Today
THE STEADY—but by no means unimpeded—drive 
* of Japanese imperialism from Manchukuo into 
North China and Outer Mongolia is a fact whose 
international political importance can scarcely be 
overestimated. It is especially significant for the 
American masses who, on the demagogic plea of 

“defending” our interest in China, may find them­
selves trapped—with Japanese, German. British and 
other workers In a war whose ultimate objective 
can be no other than the Soviet Union. A correct 
undestanding of the complex economic and political 
forces which are making Japan the spearhead of 
fascist reaction in the Far East becomes therefore 
an essential prerequisite in the revolutionary strug­
gle against these forces..

Those who have read Grace Hutchins’ admirable 
pamphlet, Japan's Drive for Conquest, and Wlntrlng- 
ham's realistic Marxist analysis “On a Campaign in 
Manchuria and Siberia'Mn his excellent book on 
The Coming World War (both reviewed in this 
department) will be eager to read the compact and 
highly factual volume by Sobci Mogi and H. Vere 
Redman, entitled The Problem of the Far East 
(Llpplncott, 348 pages, $2.00). The first thing to 
be noted about this book is that the authors have 
set out to give a clear picture of the economic and 
political backgrounds of present-day China and 
Japan; in the section devoted to each country the 
reader will find anwers to an exceptionally wide 
range of questions bearing on population, natural 
resources, political and administrative institutions; 
industry and trade; finance, banking and trusts; 
general social conditions; the role of foreign coun­
tries In domestic and foreign policy.

A second good feature in the volume is the 
amount of space which it gives to the question of 
labor, trade unions, working class' problems and— 
although here there‘are serious omissions and ex­
amples of an incorrect emphasis—the revolutionary 
movement. Three full chapters for each country 
deal with the growth of the socialist and trade union 
movement; with the questions of wages, hours of 
work, living conditions; strikes; student movements 
and the general intensification of anti-lmperlallst 
sentiment among the peaplt. ’ '

The imperialist nature of the campaign against 
Soviet China is frankly admitted, the authors going 
so far as to admit thijt “Chiang Kai-shek’s success 
against the Communist* in November. 1934, was in 
no small measure ^rfue to utilization of funds from 
the cotton and wheat loan that Soong had obtained

in the United States." This has never been news to 
the Communists, but it is worth something to have 
it stated in a book of this character

Despite the authors’ evident desire to deal fairly 
with the Communist movement in China, and their 
informative account of the Chinese Soviets, they 
break down at several points. They incorrectly re­
gard the present revolutionary movement as primar­
ily an agrarian affair, failing to'Understand the 
vital role played in it by the industrial masses of 

the towns and also by those non - Communist ele­
ments of the population which support it on the 
grounds of the preservation of bourgeois-democratic 
liberties. Prom this inadequate estimate of the 
political forces naturally arises their failure to give 
due credit to the wide and growing anti-imperialist 
movement among the Chinese masses as a whole.

It is also a serious error to conclude, from a tradi­
tional inequality of the sexes in China, that “this 
fundamental psychology cannot be easily changed”: 
it is being changed almost overnight in the Soviet 
regions—through political, not psychological, mea­
sures. * ’ .

Nevertheless, The Problem of the Far East is an 
excellent book, not only because of its large stores 
of information on China and Japan today, but be­
cause of its honest attempt (particularly in the 
final section) to relate the whole Eastern situation 
to the problem of the Soviet Union and to the 
astonishingly complicated—but fundamentally simi­
lar-foreign policies of the Western Powers in their 
drive for an imperialist solution of the present world 
crisis of capitalism.

The anthers conclude: “The foreign capitalist 
powers interested In China see In the establish­
ment of such a [Communist] regime at once a 
threat to the stability of their own regimes and 
an increase of power and influence for Soviet 
Russia, which they naturally wish to prevent 
. . . Again, if China remains on a capitalist foun­
dation there Is always the risk that she win fall 
under the complete dominance of Japan, an even­
tuality which ... the foreign Powers would have 
as much difficulty as they would have la prevent­
ing a similar dominance of Sorjet Russia.” (Em­
phasis mine—J. 8.).

These are frank words, needing correction in only 
one particular; If China becomes Communist, there 
neither will, nor can, ba any question of dsmlnsnee 
by Soviet Russia. A Soviet China would be a free 
China, and in this freedom it would have the sup­
port of Soviet countries everywhere. And that is 
what the imperialists are afraid of today.

Sew England Tragedy 
ETHAN FROME, a play dramatized 

from Edith Wharton’s novel. 
Dramatization by Owen Davis and 
Donald Davla Staged by Guthrie 
McClintic; scenery and costumes 
by Jo Mielznier; produced by Max 
Gordon. At the National Theater.

By JAY GERLANDO

P’ was inevitable that Edith Whar­
ton’s best novel, “Ethan Frome.’’ 

should have been dramatized. It 
is ideally dramatic; its bleak be­
ginning and Its terrifically ironic 
ending are so closely related to each 
other that both the play and the 
novel achieve an emotional impact 
that literally stuns.

The play has had to sacrifice a 
great deal of Miss Wharton's subtle 
development; the best it can do, 
apparently, within its narrower 
range, is to present the skeleton of 
the story as simply as possible. 
Fortunately, it has the aid of ex­
cellent performances by Raymond 
Massey. Ruth Gordon and Pauline 
Lord, who give the tragedy a depth 
It might not have otherwise.

Pauline Lord plays the part of 
the nagging New England farm 
wife who constantly imagines that 
she is sick and uses what little 
money her husband Ethan has 
earned or borrowed to buy herself 
useless medicines and contraptions. 
To do the work about the bouse, she 
imports her cousin Mattie, a spirited 
and pleasant girl who is glad to 
have room and shelter after being 
out of a job for a long time. Ethan's 
silent and unhappy personality 
thaws under Mattie’s influence. la 
the novel we see their love for each 
other growing naturally and gradu­
ally. *In the play it happens all 
within a couple of evenings, a fact 
which weakens the audience's reac­
tion to the horrifying events that 
follow when Zenobia puts Mattie out 
of the bouse.

The factors that finally cause 
Ethan and Mattie to live a living 
death are factors that 'rise from 
the economic order they live in. In 
the end both of them become sadly 
victimized by it. Mattie because she 
can’t find work, has nowhere to go. 
and sees no way out of her predica­
ment; Ethan because he is tired of 
struggling for nothing, and has lie 
way of providing for his wife if he 

, left her to go away with Mattie.

Questions
■ ■d

Answers
What are the exact terms of the 

Prknco-Sovlet Mutual Assistance Pact? Is the pact ! 
with Czechoslovakia the same? How has the Soviet • 
Union defined an “aggressor” nation?—M. M. * f 

Answer; The Franco-Soviet Pact, signed on May 
3. 1935, provides for Immediate consultation as to > 
measures for enforcing Article X of the League J 
Covenant in the event of a threat or danger of 
aggression Jeopardizing the territorial integrity of 
either signatory. Its mutual assistance provisions, ' 
however, become applicable only In case the League 
Council Is unable to reach a unanimous decision 
as to a dispute “likely to lead to a rupture.” la 
that case, the new pact makes It obligatory, for j 
France or the Soviet Union to give on* another j* 
mutual aid against unprovoked aggression by 
League members or non-member#. A protocol of 
signature attached to the pact further limits its 
application to cases of aggression Involving viola- } 
tlon of French or Soviet territory. M-i >

The Franco-Soviet Pact is in no way comparable 
to the system of pre-war military alliances, since it * ‘ 
was from the very beginning proposed by the 
Soviet Union to Germany, Poland, Frence, Czecho- ; 
Slovakia and the Baltic States. Fascist Germany - 
and Poland refused to sign the treaty. The Franco-' 
Soviet Pact in Its present form speclfi#J£r profldps ' 
for the adherence to the Pact of gfiy- aad^lfi lo­

tions. A separate but Identical pact with Czecho- S 
Slovakia was also concluded by th* D. & S. R. ', 

The following definition of an “aggressor” nv 
tion was offered by Lltvlnoff in the discussions «f . 
the Geneva Arms Conference in February «f. 1933. .

“(1) The aggressor in an international conflict . 
shall be considered that State which is first to 
take to any of the following actions:

“(a) Declaration of war against another state,
(b) Invasion by its armed forces of the territory 
of another State without declaration of war: (e) 
Bombarding the territory of another State by its 
land, naval or air forces of another State; (d) * 
Landing in or introducing within the frontiers • 
of another State or land, naval or air forces with- ‘ 
out permission of the Government of such State, 
or infringement of the conditions at such permis­
sion, particularly as regards duration of sojourn 
or extension of area; ie) Establishment of a naval 
blockade on the coast or ports of another State.

“(2) No considerations whatsoever of a political, 
strategical or economic nature, including the desire 
to exploit natural riches or to obtain any soft of 
advantages or privileges on the .terrifory of an* 
other State, no references to considerable^ capital 
investments or other special Interests • In a given 
State, or to the alleged absence of certain attributes 
of state organization in the case of a given country, 
shall be accepted as Justification of agression as 
defined In Clause (1).” ' ... - ,4

Literature toMasses

Five Large Popular-Priced Book Editions

WORKERS who have found it difficult to purchase * 
the best theoretical works of our movement 

due to prices which were out of their reach will 
be greatly aided in building up their libraries by 
the recent publication of five large popular-priced 
editions of a series of books which have been in 
greatest demand. They are:

Bimba: History of
The American Working Class $1.25

Dutt; Fascism and Social Revolution .90
Browder:

Communism in the United States 1.00
Billinger: Fatherland .90 •.
Lenin; Collected Works—8 books 8.00
Anthony Bimba in this revised edition at 

History of the American Working Class has Added 
new material appraising the New Deal and per­
spectives of the American Federation of Labor 
thus bringing up to the minute this lively naira- - 
live of labor in the U. S. A. which Is unquestionably 
one of the most popular items on the bookshelves 
of the American labor movement The former 
price was $2.50: now reduced to $1.25.

Whole sections of Fascism and Social Revolution, 
by R. Palme Dutt, have been re-written by thf 
author In the light of the Decisions of the Seventh „ 
World Congress for the present completely revised 
and up-to-date fourth edition. John Strachey’* t. 
characterization of it as “the best book on fascism 
yet written" applies with even greater force to the • 
revised version, which discusses trends In Nazi 
Germany, the expansionist drive of Italy and In­
corporates the latest discussions on fascism gen- ' 
erally. The book was formerly pric'd at $1.25.

The popularity and rapid sale of Earl Browder’s 
Communism In the United States which appeared 
in the mid-summer season has made it possible 
to issue the new edition priced at $1.00. The New 
Deal, capitalism's . .lability to plan, the united front, 
the situation in the Socialist Party, th# Labor Party, 
religion and Communism—these are some of the 
questions which Comrade Browder subjects to a - 
thorough analysis. The book was formerly priced - 
at $2.00. »

The author of Fatherland, Karl Billinger, one of 
the first victims of the Third Reich, has written » ; 
new introduction to .this vivid and dramatic nar­
rative exposing the brutal reality of “coordination” 
—the systematic clubbing, bullying and murder Df 
all who dare to hint that all is not well in “New 
Germany.’’ The book has a Foreword by Lincoln - 
Steffens. Former price $1.35. j

The titles of the eight volume* in Lenina Col­
lected Works’ are “The Iskra Period,” two volumes; 
“Materialism and Empirio-CriUclsra;” “The Im- . 
perlallst War;" “The Revolution of 1917;" two vol­
umes; and "Tbwards the Seizure of Power,* two V, 
volumes.

These eight hooka, originally published to sell 
for $33.00, are indispensable for an understanding of 
the theory and practice of Leninism. They embqice 
such key topics as the nature of a working class 
Party; the Marxist theory of dialectical material­
ism; imperialism and the struggle against Imperial* 
1st war; the bourgeois and proletarian revolutions. 
For a limited period book shops throughout the 
country are selling there books at a specially re­
duced price of MF6 after which they will be re­
turned to the already exceptionally low price e#

The successful distribution of there five large, 
popular-priced editions which sum up the essential 
features of present day society—the menace df 
fascism, the popular offensive against it. 
with the tradition of the American labor 
ment, and the theory of Lenin which influences its 
most procreative sections, woi aid greatly la 
strengthening and deepening the influence flf 
Marxism - Leninism in this country, and will pare 
the way for the publication of Increasing 
of important hooks at

'•i


