Herndon Makes Plea
For Unity of Youth

ings Fail—Green Pleads“with Socialist
Groups to Accept Decisions

By Sandor Voros
(Daily Werker Ohle Burean)
CLEVELAND, Ohio, July 6.—After adopti.g a consti- |
tution and by-laws and electing a National Council of 66
members, the Third American Youth Congress listened to
a stirring plea for unity by Angelo Herndon and adjourned
yesterday with the pledge: ¢ .
“We, the young people of Amer- || ASKS YOUTH UNITY
ica; reaffirm our right to life, }b-
erty and pursuit of happiness.
With confidence we look forward
to a better life, a larger liberty
and freedom. To these ends we

and our unified strength.”

Attempts of the Young People’s
Socialist League, the Trotzkyites
and various “splinter groups” to
disrupt the orderly proceedings of
the Congress met with dismal fail-
ure. The Congress, representing a
real cross-section of organized
American Youth, was determined on
unity to carry out the tasks em-
bodied in their Declaration of
Rights.

Delegates Want Unity

This determination of unity mani-
fest throughout the Congress was
|in marked contrast.to the conduct
of the YPSL and its associates who
employed every known method of4
obstructionist- and filibustering tac-
tics.

Starting with a strong support at | !
'the opening of the Congress, the ANGELO HERNDON
YPSL and its associates long be- i S
fore adjournment found the num- sake they found-themselves at the
ber of their supporters steadily|enq of the Congress reduced to a |
shrinking away. Failing to advance i mere handful, unable to muster
any constructive ideas, and often of- v——
fering opposition for opposition’s (Continued, on Page 2)
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‘Herndon Urges|

{Unity of Youth

iAitempt;—;f Splinter
. Groups to Disrupt
Congress Fails
(Continued from Page 1)

more than twenty-five or thirty
votzs, in pitiful contrast to the ap-
proximately 1300 voting majority
in Congress.

Their opposition reached a cli-.
max when the Congress with over-
whelming majority decided to adopt
a constitution and a set of by-laws
Unwilling to submit to the over-
whelming majority, Ben Pisher, na-
tional secretary of the Young

floor to declare:

“We regret, that this Congress,
that could have served A real pur-
pose, reaffirmed the Declaration of
Rights and adopted this constitution
and by-laws just because the ma-
jority favored it. I must state
here that my organization will issue
a statement and make our position
clear on the American Youth Con-
gress.” ‘ .
This evident threat repeated by
others among his supporters caused
an uproar among the delegates.

Waldo McNutt, member of the
National Council, and representa-
tive of the Kansan Allled Workers,
wag the first one to retort, stating
that the stand taken by the YPSL
was due to the fact that they did
not speak from actual experience
gained from -building th= Congress.

Ed Mitchell, representing the
Southern Tenant Farmers Union,
supported Fisher, stating he couldn't
accept the Declaration of Princi-
ples and the Constitution and that
he was in favor of united front on
specific issues alone.

Green Appeals to Socialists

Mitchell's statement, threatening
the unity of the Congress, caused
an even greater uproar and order

, | was not restored until Gil Green,

general secreta ‘' of the Young
Communist League, clarified the
issue and pleaded with the dele-
gates to maintain order and leave
the Congress with the determina-
tion to build a united youth move-
ment. - Green stated:

“I want to appeal especially to the
Young People's Socialist League,
who have placed themselves in the
position of opposition and disrup-
tion.” §

Green pleaded with the YPSL to
accept the democratic procedure of
the Congress, accept the decisions
made by such an overwhelming ma-
jority and added:

“You must 'recognize that a
minority can not bludgeon a ma-
jority into submission, nor can a
minority dictate its will-on a ma-
jarity.”

Refusing to be placated by the
pleas of Green, Hinckley and a
number of other delegates, Maxwell |
Harvey of the YPSL, Morris Green |
!of the ILGWU Local 22, Edwin
| Mitchell of the Southern Tenant |

!Farmers Union and the Young |

People’s Socialist League took the | tion.
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urged a boycott of Hearst newspa-
pers. Others called for the freedom
of Tom Mooney and Angelo Herne
don. A Workers' Rights Améndment
was also urged.

A resolution presented by a mina
ers’ delegation praising the organ-
ization drive in steel and

A resolution to endorse the Rane
dolph Resolution for the organisa-
tion of Negro workers
American Federation of Labor
recéived with an ovation
délegates. Later, Louis
gro delegate from the Technical

gates, who dbjected that Harper's
union was too small to have repre-
sentation on the Exetutive Commit-
tee, was defeated.

At the final session, chairman
Dave McVey was given a voté of

s;,in!Pca]e Zion Alliance’s representative {thanks by the convention. MetVey
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-| that they will reconsider their ac-

| Church who stated:

| declined to accept their nomination
i to the National Council.

Leave Seats Open

On motion of Gil Green their
places were left open “in the hope

tion before many days are over.”

Judged by the ovation and the
overwhelming majority with which
this motion was adopted, the Con-
gress fully shared the sentiment
embodied in the motion.

This sentiment was further ex-
pressed by Miss Rose Troiano, rep-
resenting the National Industrial
Council of the YWCA, who stated:

“Despite declinations, we go.back |
| to carry out the decisions of the,
| Congress and we earnestly hope
they’ll reconsider their declina-
tions.” . - |

A similar thought was expressed |
in the swnmary of Wm. W. Hinek- |
ley, chairman of the Congress and |

| Scott of the N. Y. Presbyterian

| “We’ll go back to fight more vig-
|

orously for peace, freedom and
progress.”

to the officers of the Congress.
Herndon in Moving Plea

On motion enthusiastically sup-
ported by the entire Congress the
final summary was made by Angelo
Herndon, who “best represents what
the American Youth Congress
stands for.” Herndon made a deep-
ly moving speech for unity, calling
on “my dear Comrades of YPSL"
to unite in their common fight for
the rights of youth, otherwise “the
forces of reaction and fascism will
sweep all of us away.” He con-
cluded: :

“Those who decline are only iso-
lating themselves from the ycung
pedple of the United States.

“I know from experience what
unity means. Eveh my freedom de-
pends on unity. :

“Let us work together harmoni-
otisly as hrothers and sisters for the
build'ng of  the American Youth
Congress, for the peace, fretdom
and progress of American Youth”

all
p-liti-al offices on what they pho-
pess o do on the American Youth

A rising vote of thanks was given |-

Al - g . |
To send & delegation of twe
thousand veuth with one milllion

signatures (o the inauguration of

then introduced the new chairman,
of Lake County Cen-

John W,
tral La Union, of Waukégan, 1,
the next petitioning him




