
APPENDIX THREE * 

ANGELO HERNDON’S SPEECH TO THE 
JURY 

“GENTLEMEN OF THE Jury: I would like to explain in de- 
tail the nature of my case and the reason why I was locked 
up. I recall back about the middle of June 1932, when the Re- 
lief Agencies of the City of Atlanta, the County Commission 
and the city government as a whole, were cutting both Negro 
and white workers off relief. We all know that there were citi- 
zens who suffered from unemployment. There were hundreds 
and thousands of Negroes and whites who were each day 
looking for work, but in those days there was no work to be 
found. 

“The Unemployment Council, which has connection with 
the Unemployed Committees of the United States, after 23,000 
families had been dropped from the relief rolls, started to or- 
ganize the Negro and white workers of Atlanta on the same 
basis, because we know that their interests are the same. The 
Unemployment Council understood that in order to get relief, 
both races would have to organize together and forget about 
the question whether those born with a white skin are ‘su- 
perior’ and those born with a black skin are ‘inferior.’ They 
both were starving and the capitalist class would continue to 
use this weapon to keep them further divided. The policy of 
the Unemployment Council is to organize Negroes and whites 
together on the basis of fighting for unemployment relief and 
unemployment insurance at the expense of the state. The Un- 
employment Council of Atlanta issued those leaflets after the 
relief had been cut off, which meant starvation for thousands 
of people here in Atlanta. The leaflets called upon the Negro 
and white workers to attend a meeting at the court house 
building on a Thursday morning. I forget the exact date. This 
action was initiated as the result of statements handed out to 
the local press by County Commissioners who said that there 
was nobody in the City of Atlanta starving, and if there were, 
those in need should come to the offices of the Commissioners 
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-and the matter would be looked into. That statement was 
made by Commissioner Hendrix. 

“The Unemployment Council pointed out in its circulars 
that there were thousands of unemployed workers in the City 
of Atlanta who faced hunger and starvation. Therefore, they 
were called upon to demonstrate in this court house building, 
about the middle part of June. When the Committee came 
down to the court house, it so happened that Commissioner 
Hendrix was not present that morning. There were unem- 
ployed white women with their babies almost naked and with- 
out shoes to go on their feet, and there were also Negro 
women with their little babies actually starving for the need 
of proper nourishment, which had been denied them by the 
county of Fulton and State of Georgia and City of Atlanta 
as well. 

“Well, the Negro and white workers came down to the 
Commissioners’ office to show that there was starvation in the 
City of Atlanta and that they were in actual need of food and 
proper nourishment for their kids, which they never did re- 
ceive. I think Commissioner Stewart was in the office at that 
time. The white workers were taken into his room and the 
Negroes had the door shut in their faces. This was done with 
the hope of creating racial animosity in order that they would 
be able to block the fight that the Negro and white workers 
were carrying on—a determined fight to get relief. The white 
workers were told: ‘Well, the county hasn’t any money, and 
of course, you realize the depression and all that but we 
haven’t got the money.’ We knew that the county did have 
money, but were using it for their own interest, and not for 
the interest of the Negro workers or white workers, either 
way. They talked to the white workers some considerable 
time, but when the white workers came out, they had just 
about as much results as the Negroes did—only a lot of hot 
air blown over them by the Commissioners, which didn’t put 
any shoes on their little babies’ feet and no milk in their stom- 
achs to give them proper nourishment. No one disputed the 
fact they did keep the Negroes on the outside, but the white 
workers were in the same condition that their Negro brothers 
were in. In spite of the fact that the County Commissioners 
had published statements to the effect that there was no money 
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in the county treasury to provide unemployment relief for the 
Negro and white workers, still the next day after the demon- 
stration the County Commissioners voted $6,000 for relief, 
mainly because it was shown that for the first time in the history 
of Atlanta and the State of Georgia, Negro and white work- 
ers did join together and did go to the Commissioners and de- 
mand unemployment insurance. Have not they worked in the 
City of Atlanta, in different industries, different shops and 
other industrial concerns located in Atlanta for all their years, 
doing this work, building up the city where it is at the pres- 
ent time? And now, when they were in actual need of food 
to hold their bodies together, and when they came before 
the state and county officials to demand something to hold 
their bodies together, they were denied it. The policy of the 
Unemployment Council is to organize these workers and de- 
mand those things that are denied them. They have worked 
as slaves, and are entitled to a decent living standard. And, of 
course, the workers will get it if you ever organize them. 

“After the successful demonstration, the solicitor’s office 
had two detectives stationed at the post office to arrest any- 
one who came to take mail out of box 339. On Monday, July 
11, 1932, I went to the post office to get mail from this box 
and was arrested by detectives, Mr. Watson and Mr. Chester. 
I had organized unemployed workers, Negro and white, of 
Atlanta, and forced the County Commissioners to kick in 
$6,000 for unemployment relief. For this I was locked up in 
the station house and held eleven days without even any kind 
of charges booked against me. I was told at the station house 
that I was being held on ‘suspicion.’ Of course, they knew 
what the charges were going to be, but in order to hold me in 
jail and give me the dirtiest kind of inhuman treatment that 
one could describe, they held me there eleven days without 
any charge whatsoever until my attorney filed a writ of 
habeas corpus demanding that they place charges against me 
or turn me loose. It was about the 22nd of July, and I still 
hadn’t been indicted; there had been three sessions of the 
grand jury, and my case had been up before them each time, 
but still there was no indictment. This was a deliberate plot 
to hold me in jail. At the habeas corpus hearing, the judge or- 
dered that if I wasn’t indicted the next day by 2:30, I should 
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be released. Solicitor Hudson assured the judge that there 
would be an indictment, which, of course, there was. Ever 
since then I have been cooped up in Fulton County Tower, 
where I have spent close to six months—I think the exact time 
was five months and three weeks. But I want to describe some 
of the horrible experiences that I had in Fulton Tower. I was 
placed in a little cell there with a dead body and forced to 
live there with the dead body because I couldn’t get out of the 
lace. The man’s name was William Wilson, who fought in 

the Spanish-American war for the American principles, as. we 
usually call it. He was there on a charge of alimony. His death 
came as a result of the rotten food given to all prisoners, and 
for the want of medical attention. The county physician sim- 
ply refused to give this man any kind of attention whatsoever. 
After three days of illness, he died, and I was forced to live 
there with him until the undertaker came and got him. These 
are just some of the things that I experienced in jail. I was also 
sick myself. I could not eat the food they gave me as well as 
hundreds of other prisoners. For instance, they give you peas 
and beans for one dinner, and at times you probably get the 
same thing three times a week. You will find rocks in it, and 
when you crack down on it with your teeth, you don’t know 
what it is, and you spit it out and there it is. They have turnip 
greens, and just as they are pulled up out of the ground and 
put in the pot, with sand rocks and everything else. But that’s 
what you have to eat, otherwise you don’t live. For break- 
fast they feed grits that look as if they were baked instead of 
boiled, a little streak of grease running through them, about 
two strips of greasy fatback. That is the main prison fare, and 
ou eat it or else die from starvation. I was forced to go 

through all of this for five months without a trial. My lawyers 
demanded a trial time after time, but somehow the state would 
always find a reason to postpone it. 

“They knew that the workers of Atlanta were starving, and 
by arresting Angelo Herndon on a charge of attempting to 
incite insurrection the unity of Negro and white workers that 
was displayed in the demonstration that forced the County 
Commissioners to kick in with $6,000, would be crushed for- 
ever. They locked Angelo Herndon up on such charges. But 
I can say this quite clearly, if the State of Georgia and the 
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City of Atlanta think that by locking up Angelo Herndon, 
the question of unemployment will be solved, I say you are 
deadly wrong. If you really want to do anything about the 
case, you must go out and indict the social system. I am sure 
that if you would do this, Angelo Herndon would not be on 
trial here today, but those who are really guilty of insurrec- 
tion would be here in my stead. But this you will not do, for 
your role is to defend the system under which the toiling 
masses are robbed and oppressed. There are thousands of 
Negro and white workers who, because of unemployment 
and hunger, are organizing. If the state wants to break up this 
organization, it cannot do it by arresting people and placing 
them on trial for insurrection, insurrection laws will not fill 
empty stomachs. Give the people bread. The officials knew 
then that the workers were in need of relief, and they know 
now that the workers are going to organize and get relief. 

“After being confined in jail for the long period of time 
that I have already mentioned, I was sick for several weeks. 
I asked for aid from the county physician and was refused 
that; the physician came and looked through the bars at me 
and said: ‘What’s the matter with you?’ I told him, ‘I’m sick, 
can’t swallow water, my chest up here is tight and my stomach 
absolutely out of order, seems as if I am suffering with ulcers 
or something.’ He would answer: ‘Oh, there’s nothing the 
matter with you, you're all right.’ I explained: ‘1 know my 

- condition. I know how I’m feeling.’ He said: ‘You will be all 
right.’ Through friends I was able to get some medicine; 
otherwise I would have died. 

“On Christmas Eve I was released. My bail was once $3,000 
but they raised it to $5,000 and from that up to $25,000, just 
in order to hold me in jail, but you can hold this Angelo Hern- 
don and hundreds of others, but it will never stop these dem- 
onstrations on the part of Negro and white workers, who 
demand a decent place to live in and proper food for their 
kids to eat. 

“I want to say also that the policy of the Unemployment 
Council is to carry on a constant fight for the rights of the 
Negro people. We realize that unless Negro and white work- 
ers are united together, they cannot get relief. The capitalist 
class teaches race hatred to Negro and white workers and keep 
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it going all the time, tit for tat, the white worker running after 
the Negro worker and the Negro worker running after the 
white worker, and the capitalist becomes the exploiter and the 
robber of them both. We of the Unemployment Council are 
out to expose such things. If there were not any Negroes in the 
United States, somebody would have to be used as the scape- 
oat. There would still be a racial question, probably the Jews, 

or the Greeks, or somebody. It is in the interest of the capi- 
talist to play one race against the other, so greater profits can 
be realized from the working people of all races. It so happens 
that the Negro’s skin is black, therefore making it much 
easier for him to be singled out and used as the scapegoat. 

“I don’t have to go so far into my case, no doubt some of 
you jurymen sitting over there in that box right now are un- 
employed and realize what it means to be without a job, when 
you tramp the streets day in and day out looking for work 
and can’t find it. You know it is a very serious problem and 
the future looks so dim that you sometimes don’t know what 
to do, you go nuts and want to commit suicide or something. 
But the Unemployment Council points out to the Negro and 
white workers that the solution is not in committing suicide, 
that the solution can only be found in the unity and organiza- 
tion of black and white workers. In organization the workers 
have strength. Now, why do I say this? I say it because it is 
to the interest of the capitalist class that the workers be kept 
down all of the time so they can make as much profit as they 
possibly can. So, on the other hand, it is to the interest of 
Negro and white workers to get as much for their work as 
they can—that is, if they happen to have any work. Unfortu- 
nately, at the present time there are millions of workers in the 
United States without work, and the capitalist class, the state 
government, city government and all other governments, have 
taken no steps to provide relief for those unemployed. And it 
seems that this question is left up to the Negro and white 
workers to solve, and they will solve it by organizing and de- 
manding the right to live, a right that they are entitled to. 
They have built up this country, and are therefore entitled to 
some of the things that they have produced. Not only are they 
entitled to such things, but it is their right to demand them. 
When the State of Georgia and the City of Atlanta raised the 
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question of inciting to insurrection and attempting to incite to 
insurrection, or attempting to overthrow the government, all I 
can say is, that no matter what you do with Angelo Herndon, no 
matter what you do with the Angelo Herndons in the future, 
this question of unemployment, the question of unity between 
Negro and white workers cannot be solved with hands that 
are stained with the blood of an innocent individual. You may 
send me to my death, as far as I know. I expect you to do that 
anyway, so that’s beside the point. But no one can deny these 
facts. The present system under which we are living today is 
on the verge of collapse; it has developed to its highest point 
and now it is beginning to shake. For instance, you can take 
a balloon and blow so much air in it, and when you blow too 
much it bursts; so with the system we are living under—of 
course, I don’t know if that is insurrection or not!” 

[ 348 ] 




